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1. Hello, listening friends.
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2. Welcome to this very important message -
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3. probably the most important message in the
whole series -
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4. and | want to begin by telling you that scientists
tell us that we have two sides of the brain,
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5. the right side and the left side.
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6. The two sides of the brain respond differently
to different stimuli.
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7. The left hemisphere of the brain is associated
with logical analysis and rational judgment.
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8.  The right hemisphere of the brain is associated
with visual imagery and emotional response.
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9. Some people have left-side dominance and
others have right-side dominance.
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10. You may say, “What has this got to do with
loving Christ?”
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11. Let me explain.
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12. Understanding ourselves and our differences
from one another
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has a great deal to do with how we respond to
the Gospel message.
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As we communicate with each other,
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we need to realize that we do not all respond to
the same information in the same way;
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and, yet, when it comes to loving Jesus, both
sides of the brain’s hemisphere are involved,
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but they are not equally involved.
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One always towers above the other,
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and, that is why the Bible said that we are to
love Jesus with our mind, heart and soul.
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In the last message, | told you that loving Jesus
must begin with the mind,
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and, the seat of the will and the intellect is the
left side of the brain;
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therefore, loving Jesus begins with a decision in
the left side of the brain,
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but it cannot stop there.
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Loving Jesus must capture our imagination.
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Loving Jesus must capture our emotions.
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Loving Jesus must capture our visualization.
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That means that those who thrive on logical
analysis of the biblical text should also use their
imagination,
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and, those who are imaginative must be
controlled by the meaning of the Word of God;
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so, how do we love Jesus with our imagination?
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Of course, we don’t imagine things that are not
in the Scripture.
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You only take what’s in the Word of God and
create a visual picture in your mind.
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Let me tell you how I go about it.
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When | read the words of the Scripture
describing Jesus’ enduring of the cross,
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| often imagine what it was like.
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| visualize what He must have felt on the day
before the crucifixion.
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| visualize how He suffered abandonment by
His closest friends.
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| visualize what He must have felt when one of
His Disciples sold Him for the price of a slave.

WARGE, S HRERM A Y T I4E GRS Y
HSE AR A3 0 o

| visualize what He must have felt when Peter
denied Him three times.
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| visualize His look of hurt.
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| visualize His look of deep disappointment.
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As fully God, Jesus knew that He would be
forsaken by them,
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but, as fully man, He must have agonized and
suffered.
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I visualize how He must have suffered when
He, the Lord of Glory, was slapped on the face;
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how He must have felt when He, the Creator of
the universe, was spat upon!
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| visualize what it was like suffering in the
dungeon of Caiaphas’ house.
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What was it like walking two and a half miles
to and from trial sites?
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And He did all of that for you and for me.
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| try to imagine what it was like to sweat blood,
which is a very rare phenomenon.
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It only occurs during highly emotional stress
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and Jesus went through this for you and for me.
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| try to imagine the pre-crucifixion flogging.
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Flogging was the Roman method of exhausting
the victim prior to the crucifixion.
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| try to imagine how they beat Him with a whip
with several single, leather straps,
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and, at the tip of each strap is a sharp piece of
sheep bone, designed to tear the skin;

FERFAR B 190, #RERE — BARBL
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and Jesus did all of that for you and for me.
HRERIE Ry 1 IR 4 523X — VIR
They tied His hands above His head to a post.
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The back and the buttocks and the legs were
flogged first,
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and, Jesus did this for you and for me;
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and, as flogging continued, the bone on the
straps cut deep into the skin,
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until the underlying skeletal muscles began to
tear;
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and Jesus did this for your sins and mine;
AT ARAIFR ISR, HRERE ) 1 IX—1);
then, came the crucifixion itself.
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It was customary for the condemned man to
carry his own crossbar.
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My listening friends, | want you to think very
deeply here.
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The Creator of all the forests of the world
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carried that crossbar after being flogged:;
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and Jesus did that for you and for me.
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I imagine how the lack of food, water and sleep
—and, then, carrying that heavy weight on His
shoulders for about half a kilometer;
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and Jesus did that for you and for me.
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At the site of the execution, He was given a
bitter drink as a mild sedative.
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There, He was thrown on the ground on His
back
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in preparation for the nailing of the hands to the
crossbar.

HERAT A+ 28 B
His wounds would be torn open and
contaminated,
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and Jesus did that for you and for me.
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With arms outstretched, the wrists were nailed
to the crossbar.
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Spikes were put in the wrists, not the palms,
because the palms could tear.
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After both wrists were fastened by the spikes
on the crossbar,
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the crossbar is lifted with the victim on the
spikes.
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The feet were usually nailed to the front of the
post;
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and Jesus did this for you and for me.
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My listening friend, please listen very carefully.
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Jesus did not have to leave the splendor of
Heaven and come to earth;
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but He came from Heaven so that He may pay
with His blood the penalty that is rightfully
yours and mine.
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Someone of you may be saying,
EATRICSSVE

“... but many people in history have been
tortured and have suffered.”
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Yes, but most of them did not have a choice;
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and none of them were God of very God.
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None of them were the God of power and
might;
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but Jesus did have a choice,
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but He chose to pay the penalty that was not
His.
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It was yours and it was mine.
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My listening friend, | want to tell you
something of uttermost importance.
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Whether you have right-side brain dominance
or left-side brain dominance,
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you cannot escape the imagery of the cross;
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and to visualize the cross can only deepen your
love for the One Who did it all for you.
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There are some people who probably think that

imagination and visualization can be
dangerous,
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because many false religions use visualization;
PRI AR 22 i A1) FH AR Gkl H 1Y s

but there is a difference here.
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Improper visualization involves emptying of
the mind
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and focusing attention on what comes to the
mind.
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Of course, we would say “no” to that kind of
visualization;
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but, for true Christian meditation, imagination
and visualization

B2, HEBENERE, R FESR,
are about filling your mind with Christ.
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It is about emptying yourself of self-worship
e b, BigE K,

and filling your mind with the One Who gave
His all for you.
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My listening friend, | want you to ask yourself
these questions:

HORZ A, BRI B 2P XA ]

i
“Do I love Jesus sacrificially?”
“REEHETMHEMFE e 7
“Do I love Him unconditionally?”
“HIRE AL e ? 7
“Do I love Him with all my emotions?”
“HREEERAMEZFR? 7
“Do I love Him with all my passion?”
“HoE A LAY il ? 7
“Do I love Him with my imagination?”
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Let me explain our redemption by a closing
illustration.
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| try to visualize myself standing before a
judge,
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and, the penalty is either ten million dollars or
death.
U — T T3 3 Te K T15K,
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That amount of money is impossible for me to
pay;
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so, the only option | have is death;
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but, then, I imagine someone whose total net
worth is ten million dollars.
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He sells everything he owns and pays my
penalty.
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How will 1 react to this person?
HEERERE XA A ?

Every waking moment, | think of what he did.
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Every time | look at him, I want to bow and
thank him in gratitude and thanksgiving.
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Every amount of money that | earn, | want to
share with him.
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Every meal that | eat, | want to share with him.
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Every joy | experience, | want to share with
him.
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| could do that for all of my life and still feel

that I have not shown enough gratitude for what
he has done for me.
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| know, of course, that human analogies are
never perfect;
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but, if we, out of gratitude to a human being,

would love him back and give him our all, how
much more should we love Jesus -
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the One Who died like a criminal for you,
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the One Who died to set you free from the
bondage of sin,
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the One Who died to redeem you,
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Who died to forgive you your sins—past,
present and future,
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the One Who died so that you may escape the
Judgment,
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then, He rose again from the dead to prove that
He is God of very God.
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Whether you have accepted His death for you

many years ago, or, you have just heard this for
the first time,
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you can begin, today, to love Him with your
imagination.
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Let me speak to that person who has never
come to Christ and received His forgiveness.
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God loves you.
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He came from Heaven to redeem you and
forgive all of your sins.
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He came from Heaven to show you how much
He loves you.
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Will you accept His gift of eternal life?
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The God Who paid the price for your eternal

punishment is the only One Who can assure
you of Heaven.
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Will you say “yes” to Him,
PRI S IAE e 2 A ?



44. and, then, write to us and tell us of your
decision?
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45. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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