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1. Hello, listening friends.
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Welcome once again to this broadcast.
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Have you noticed the huge interest in cameras,
videos and pictures these days?
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But, all of this use of cameras and videos
causes us a major problem.
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Scientists tell us that our obsession with

pictures and video cameras may have weakened
our ability to treasure memories.
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They tell us that, when we trust the
remembrance of an event to a picture or a

video, you are less inclined to store that
memory in your memory bank.
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In reality, memory is one of God’s greatest gifts
to us.

=L b, a2 BT N B ALY
Z—

Our brains have the capacity to store millions
of bits of information.
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This information is kept in perfect order;
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and it is there to be recalled, as needed.
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Modern research revealed that the brain can
store enough data to fill several million books;
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but the human brain is also capable of
deliberately forgetting things.
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There are some people who are able to forget
unpleasant experiences.
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Other people have the ability never to forget a
thing.
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Most of us remember the things that are
important to us.
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You may forget a prayer meeting, but you
would never forget a day of your exams.
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We will all remember what’s important to us,
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and, that is why you will find that the most

recorded word in the Bible is this-
“Remember... Remember... Remember...”
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The Bible describes how God’s heart breaks

over those who easily forget God,
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those who easily forget God’s mercy,
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those who easily forget God’s blessings,
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those who easily forget God’s gracious acts
toward them,
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those who easily forget God’s supernatural
interventions in their lives,
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those who so easily forget God’s answer to
their prayer.
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There are so many times in the Scripture where
you hear God’s deep disappointment at His
people’s forgetfulness.

Z EZacE, MRV es g SO
e

In Luke, Chapter 17, we find the story of ten
lepers.
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These lepers cried out to Jesus, “Have mercy on
us!”
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and Jesus answered their prayers and healed
them.
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There were nine Jews and one Samaritan.
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All nine Jews took their healings for granted
and never thanked the Lord.
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Only the Samaritan came back to say, “Thank
you.”
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In Luke 17:17,
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you can sense the deep disappointment of the
Lord Jesus when He said, “Were not ten
healed?
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Why did only the Samaritan give glory to God
for his healing?”
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Before God’s people entered into the Promised
Land,
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God warned them that, once they become

prosperous, their greatest temptation is going to
be forgetting the God Who prospered them;
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and, right on schedule, as soon as they
prospered, they forgot the One Who led them
from captivity to prosperity;
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and God sent them one prophet after another.
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God sent them one warning after another.
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God tried to remind them again and again.
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God kept on saying, “Remember...
remember... remember...”
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but, when they refused to remember,
T AATIAS 1 TE A A Wy IS

other nations came and swept through the land
and took them captive.
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In the same way, God speaks to us, today,
saying, “Remember... remember...
remember...”
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but, then, there is going to be a time when God
will say, “Enough is enough.”
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If we keep ignoring knowing God intimately,
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if we keep on forgetting the reason for our
existence,
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if we keep forsaking the importance of pleasing
the Lord,
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then, judgment will come.
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In the Old Testament, God established the
various feasts, such as Passover, as permanent
reminders of His graciousness;

MLETHZ AN LB SN B L S A1, (&

“Zilf,

“hg T, FAH

ECT,  H S ZA AT A I R R
#;

but the feasts soon turned into empty
celebrations.
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In the New Testament, Jesus established the
Lord’s Supper
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so that it may be a permanent reminder of the
cost of God’s love toward us;
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but, for many people, it has become an empty
ritual.
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Why does God want us to remember?
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Because remembering God’s love gives us the
ultimate hope.
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Because remembering God’s love for us invites
us to love Him deeply and fully.
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In Psalm 42,
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we find an example of how forgetting God’s

grace and mercy can cause discouragement,
despondency and sickness.
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Psalm 42 tells us how loving God with your
memory can fill you with hope.

Whm 42 f AR aRAT, 0 e ) B I i
T, AR A I .

Let’s read together Psalm 42, verses 4 to 6.
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Only the memory of God’s past faithfulness can
propel you forward to future hope.
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Only the memory of God’s past intervention in
your life will lead you forward to a renewed
passion and love for Him.
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There are two very important things in Psalm
42 that | want to tell you about.
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Number one,
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when you are down and defeated, it is because
you have forgotten.
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When there is deliverance and dominion, it is
because you remembered.
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When you are down and defeated, it is because
you have forgotten.
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Whether your forgetfulness is intentional or
not,
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when you retrace your footsteps as to the cause
of your troubles,
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you will discover your forgetfulness of God’s
past blessings.
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In Revelation, Chapter 2,
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Jesus told the church in Ephesus,
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“1 have this against you—that you have
forgotten your first love...”
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and the cure is found in verse 5.
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“Remember from where you have fallen.”
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Retrace your steps.
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Go back to where all of your trouble began.
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Be honest with yourself.
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Examine your memory bank;
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but, my listening friend, | want you to
remember what I’m going to tell you.
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Sin is always ready to deceive you
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and we are more than happy to comply with its
deception.
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We like to think that all is well with our
spiritual life
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because we don’t want to admit that we have
forgotten our first love.
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We are reluctant to acknowledge that we have
become worldly.

HFATEAE AN, BOoatBie 1.

We are hesitant to admit that it is easier to
enjoy the good life than to confront our
spiritual failure;
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but, my listening friends, please listen to me.
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Until we realize that we do not love Jesus with
our whole mind, heart and soul,
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we cannot go back to loving Him with our
heart, mind and soul.
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The second thing the Psalmist tells us, in Psalm
42, is this:
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the only hope for renewal of love for the Lord
is with our memory.
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The Bible never points to sin without pointing
to a way of forgiveness of that sin.
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Why?
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Because our past memory is linked to future
hope;
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because our past memory is linked to our vision
of the future;
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and it is only when you look back and see what

Jesus had done for you that your faith and love
for the Lord Jesus will be renewed.
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In fact, I personally do this on a regular basis.
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I begin by remembering this incredible fact:
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that, if 1 were the only person on the face of the
earth,
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Jesus would have died for me.
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| think of a time when my life was threatened
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and Jesus delivered me.
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| think of the time when | was diseased
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and Jesus healed me.
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| think of the time when my loved ones were
hovering between life and death
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and Jesus healed them.
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| think of the time when | cried to Him for
mercy
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and | received His mercy in abundance.
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| think of the time when | did not know which
way to turn
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and He opened a door and said, “Go here.”
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| think of the time when | stood alone -
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when | could have been dead for weeks and no
one would have known it -
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but Jesus knew it, and He stood beside me.
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| think of the time when | came to Him on
behalf of others
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and He moved with power and supernatural
intervention.
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| think of the time when I did not know where
my next meal was coming from
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and He provided so generously.
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I think of the time when | was persecuted,
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but Jesus never forsook me;
HRER M 53K

and, by the time you remember God’s goodness
and mercy, you will want to tell the world
about Jesus and His love;
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and that is why the Psalmist said, “My soul,
why are you depressed and discouraged?”’
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Remember what God did.
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Remember remember, remember.
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When you love Him with your memory,
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you will have a renewed hope for the future.
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My listening friend, let me ask you, as |
conclude,
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are you discouraged today?
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Are you fearful?
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Are you anxious?
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Remember what God did.
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Praise Him for His past deliverance.
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Praise Him for His past intervention.
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Praise Him for His past mercy,
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and say to yourself,
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“The One Who stood with me in the past
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will stand with me in the present and in the
future.”
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My listening friend, love Him with your
memory.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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