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Hello, listening friends.
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We welcome you to this very last message in
the series of messages on knowing Christ.
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If you have ever experienced unexplainable
pain or suffering,
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you probably found yourself in one of four
places.
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What are these four places?
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First,
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the barren land from which you try to escape
your suffering.
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Second,
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the broken land in which you sink under your
suffering.
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Third,
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the bitter land in which you resent your
suffering.
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Fourthly,
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the better land in which you are blessed and
become a blessing through your suffering.
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Suffering of any kind will land you in one of
these four places.
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Only you know where you have landed.
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It is the prayer of my heart that, after this
message, you would not land in the first three
places;
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but, instead, you will enter the better land.
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Turn with me please, to 2 Corinthians, Chapter
1, verses 3 and 4;
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Here’s what the Word of God said:
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“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ,
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the Father of compassion and the God of all
comfort,
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who comforts us in all our troubles,
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so that we can comfort those in any trouble
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with the comfort we, ourselves, have received

from God.”
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The word “compassionate,” here, in 2
Corinthians, means to “suffer alongside
someone.”
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It means to open yourself to the person who is
suffering.
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It means that you share in their anguish.
PR3- 8 Atk JRl] 2 )R

It means that you hurt in their pain;
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and that is why Hebrews 4:15 tells us
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that our High Priest is the Chief
Compassionate.
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Why is this true?
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Because Jesus, our High Priest, understands our
plight,
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because Jesus has experienced all of our pain,
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because Jesus knows all of our suffering,
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because Jesus has walked where you are
walking.
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None of us can say, “How does God know what
I’m going through?...”
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because Jesus immediately would answer you
and say, “I have experienced what you are
going through.”
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Those who suffer from severe physical pain can
look up to the cross
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and know that their pain cannot be compared
with Jesus’ pain.
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He understands your physical pain.
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Those who are going through injustice and
unfairness,
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they can look to Jesus,
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Who was perfect in every way,
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Who never sinned,

EIRTCHRI,

Who never harmed anyone,
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Who never spoke an evil word of anyone,
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Who never broke any law;
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yet, Jesus was falsely accused and sentenced to
death.
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He understands your suffering of injustice.
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If you’re going through rejection,
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you can look up to Jesus, Who was rejected for
no reason,

PREERS HAMELHR R, w2 A JC 4 o i iE IR
FHIE,

and know that He understands what you’re
going through.
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In fact, Jesus did not contribute to the world’s
rejection of Him.
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Instead, He fed their hungry.
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He healed their sick.
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He raised their dead.
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He gave Himself freely without charge;
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and, yet, His best friends forsook Him in His
most desperate moment;
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so, He understands your rejection.
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If you are experiencing feelings of loneliness,
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you can look up to Jesus and see Him all alone
in the Garden of Gethsemane,
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all alone in Pontius Pilate’s court,
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and, finally, all alone on the cross;
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so, He understands your loneliness.
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If you are experiencing persecution because
you are in the center of the will of God,
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and you are asking God why is this happening
to you,
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you can look to Jesus
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and see that He was in His Father’s perfect will;
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and, through His agony, He brought salvation
to millions.
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Jesus understands the pain of persecution
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and He has a special blessing with your name
written all over it;
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so, suffering can take you to a barren land from
which you try to escape,
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or, suffering can take you to a broken land, in
which you sink under it,
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or, suffering can take you to the bitter land, in
which you resent it,
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or, suffering can take you to a better land -
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a land in which God can bless you and make
you a blessing.
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Now, if you have just joined us for the first
time,
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we are at the end of a series of messages on
knowing Jesus Christ.
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We saw that you can know Him better through
the times of loneliness,
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and in the times of doubt and anxiety.
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Today, | will show you that you can come to
know Christ better through times of suffering;
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and, if you have missed out listening to the
series of messages,
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you can listen, not only to this series, but, also,
other series of messages on the Internet,
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A paralyzed woman, named “Joni Eareckson
Tada,” once said,
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“Suffering presses you up against God...”
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and, when you are pressed against God,
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you will come face-to-face with His suffering
Son.
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When you comprehend that His Son’s suffering
was not for His own benefit, but for you,
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then, you will love Him even more.
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Listen to what Isaiah prophesied 700 years
before Jesus’ suffering took place:
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if you have a Bible, turn to Isaiah 53:4 and 5.
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“Surely He has born our infirmities and carried
our diseases,
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and yet we accounted Him stricken; struck
down by God and afflicted.
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But He was wounded for our transgressions;
crushed for our iniquities.
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Upon Him was the punishment that made us
whole.
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And by His bruises we were made complete.”
DRI A 52 (R, AR ERIG .

What God wants us to know is this:
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Jesus did not suffer on His own behalf.
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100. No.
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Because He was purely perfect;
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but, just as the high priest would lay all of the
sin of his people upon the scapegoat once a
year
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and drive it into the desert,
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in the same way, Jesus carried the burden of
our grief.
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He carried our sorrow and suffering and pain;
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not just once a year, but forever.
ARE—F—IR, T2 E K.

The truth is this:

L b

we are the ones who condemned Jesus.
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We are the ones who caused Him to suffer.
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We are the ones who caused Him punishment.
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You say, “Why did Jesus do this for me?...”
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and that’s a very good question;
XA ) 8 ) 455
and here is where God’s compassion comes in.
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God’s compassion caused Him to pay our
penalty.
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God’s compassion caused Him to serve our
sentence.
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God’s compassion caused Him to take our
rightful punishment upon Himself.

RIEM AL, HRER R S RATIZ 52 1
IERIE 5 Fo

Luke records that Jesus was crucified between
two criminals.
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One of the criminals was astonished that Jesus
would be crucified with them,
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and he turned to the other criminal and said,
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“We have been condemned justly, for we are
getting what we deserve for our deeds;
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but this man has done nothing wrong.”
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The two reactions of the two criminals on either
side of Christ’s cross represent the two
responses to suffering.
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One sees Jesus’ suffering as for Him,
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and he loves Jesus for it and ends up in Heaven.
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The other one is like all those who became
bitter and rejected the Son of God,
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and they will land in Hell for eternity.
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The one who experienced the compassion of
Jesus in the middle of his own suffering
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was driven to deeper love for Jesus and was
blessed,;
I ME IR Z HRER, T2 5% 8 A
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and the other represents all who shake their
fists at God and will be condemned for eternity.
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Suffering can land you in a barren land from
which you try to escape.
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Suffering can land you in the broken land in
which you can sink under it.
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Suffering can land you in bitterness in which
you will resent it,
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or, suffering can land you on the better land -
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a land in which you are blessed and become a
blessing.
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Someone said, once,
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that God brings His children to deep waters, not
to drown them, but to cleanse them.
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My listening friend, please listen very carefully
as we conclude.
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Do not waste your suffering in a barren land, or
a broken land, or bitter land,;
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but invest your suffering in the better land.
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To avoid landing in the barren, broken or bitter
lands,
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you need to know several things.
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First, you must remind yourself that Jesus
understands your suffering.
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Secondly, you must remind yourself that Jesus
not only experienced far worse than what you
are experiencing,
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but Jesus is walking with you in your suffering.
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Jesus is abiding in you in your suffering.
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Jesus is carrying you in your suffering.
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Jesus is comforting you in your suffering.
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Jesus is holding on to you in your suffering.
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As long as we live in this world, we will face
suffering
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and only in Heaven will all the suffering be
over.
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Suffering can land you in a barren land from
which you try to escape.
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Suffering can land you in a broken land in
which you can sink under it.
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Suffering can land you in the bitter land in
which you can resent it;
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but suffering can also land you in a better
land—a land in which you’ll be blessed and
become a blessing.
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It is our prayer that you will land in the better
land,;
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and, then, write to us and tell us
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so that we can rejoice with you.
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Until next time, and the next series of
messages, | wish you God’s richest blessing.
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