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Hello, listening friends.
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Welcome to this last message in this current
series of messages.
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We have been studying God’s compassion.
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We’re looking at this from the point of view of
the Book of Jonah;
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and | left you in the last broadcast by asking the
question,
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what is the solution to forgetting the mercy and

the grace of God,;
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and | want to begin by reading the fourth
Chapter from the Book of Jonah.
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Get your Bible and turn to Chapter 4 in the
Book of Jonah,
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and let us read it together.
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S0, what is Jonah’s solution to the mercy of
God?
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He wanted to quit.

AR E

He wanted to run away again.
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Jonah built himself a private retreat and decided
to stay there.
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What does Jonah’s action mean?
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They meant that Jonah was declaring his
independence from God.
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Here is what Jonah is saying:
A)EIX AU

"I’m going to sit on the fence.
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| am going to see how God is going to get
Himself out of this mess.
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{]fn going to wash my hands and resign from
ife.
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I am not going to help anyone.
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I’'m not going to do anything for anybody.
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I am not going to witness for God anymore."
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In fact, this reminds me of a story about two
men

XERERAE 7SI

who were having a conversation one day.
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One said to the other,
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"You know, one day, | would like to ask God
why He allows poverty, injustice and unbelief
when He could do something about it."
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The other fellow replied,
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"Well, why don’t you ask Him?"
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The first man said,
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"I’m afraid that God might ask me the same
thing."
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It is easy to withdraw from the human race.
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It is easy to pull out and stay out.
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It is easy to abandon God’s mission for your
life.
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It is easy to become a deserter in the army of
God,
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and that is why God answered Jonah’s horrible
attitude by giving him a practical lesson;
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and you find that lesson in verses 6, 7, and 8 of
Chapter 4
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Let’s read those verses together.
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Out of compassion, God spread a fast-growing

vine to protect Jonah from the blazing desert
sun.
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Verse 6 of Chapter 4 said that Jonah was very
happy about the vine.
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Here, for the first time, we see Jonah happy.
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We have not seen him happy ever before.
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He was unhappy when God gave him a
commission.
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He was unhappy with the storm.
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He was unhappy when he was inside the great
fish.
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He was unhappy with the second
commissioning.
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He was unhappy with the repentance of the
Ninevites.
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He was not happy with God’s mercy upon the
Ninevites;
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but, here, when God gives him a shelter from
the blazing sun, Jonah is finally happy.
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Oh, but don’t hold your breath!
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This happiness will not last.
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It is a temporary happiness;
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but why is Jonah happy now?
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Well, finally, in Jonah’s mind at least, God is
doing something for Jonah.
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Finally, God has come to His senses and taken
care of Jonah.
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Jonah might of said, "Oh, don’t call me selfish.
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| just want my place in the sun.
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Having my vine in the sun is only getting what
God owes me."
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Well, the Lord has a sense of humor.
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The next day, the vine withers;
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and, here, Jonah really gets upset, and, this
time, he really wants to die.
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I mean, he wants to die for real.
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Have you ever met people who are like this?
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The slightest problem makes them call the
undertaker.
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I mean that the moment they get a headache, it
is the end of the world.
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Let’s go back to the root of his anger with God
and the discontentment that | have just talked
about.
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When you have not reconciled yourself to the
will of God in your life,
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your anger will go from bad to worse.
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The periods of happiness in your life will get
shorter and shorter.
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First, you get angry over big things;
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then, the smallest thing will make you lose your
temper;
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and what is God teaching Jonah here?
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Listen to verses 9, 10 and 11 of Chapter 4
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Jonah had become so self-centered that he

cared more about his precious little vine that
was covering him from the sun,
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more than the 120,000 people and cattle that
were about to be destroyed,;
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but ask yourself this question that God wants
you to ask yourself:
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How do | know that God wants you to ask the
question?
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Because this is the question that God asked
Jonah,
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and the question is this:
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Is your love for your possessions far greater
than your love for the lost people of the world?
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Is your compassion for those who do not know

Jesus the same compassion that your Lord Jesus
shows toward them?

PR3t N P8 A2 75 A0 3 BR R X tH N 0 iz
— g ?

The question that God asks Jonah in the last
verse of the Book is never answered.
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Do you know why?
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| believe there’s a reason.
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It is a question that was left for each one of us
to answer.
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God’s question to Jonah becomes God’s
question to each one of us who are believers.
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Do you spend more time watching television
than witnessing for God?
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Do you value your possessions more than the
lost people?
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Do you care more for your own comfort than
you do for the Kingdom of God?
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Please do not go to sleep tonight until you
answer that question.
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Not to me,
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but to God.
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What is your answer?
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It is my prayer that your answer would be,
"Lord Jesus,
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| want to have Your heart.
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| want my heart to be burdened with what
burdens Your heart.
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| want to love the lost people like You do,
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and that | seek to bring them to You, just as
You want them to come to You.
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In Your strength, Jesus."
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Until next time, [ wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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