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Hello, listening friends.

REMINA, ARES!
Thank you for tuning in.

AR FATTB T H

We are in the midst of a series of messages
entitled, “Looking Up...” when life knocks you
down;

SREADTR “22HME” RIEEME=
B, AERA A SR IR, PRE2E J A0
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and it is based on the life of the Apostle Paul,
X5 B R EAEREORE B A= i ILAIE s

and | want to begin by telling you this:
BB EYRIR:

if popularity and acceptance are your life goals,
| want you to stay tuned,

AR AR ARG B H ARl R R g A 34T A B2 1Y
i, WA BEIRAZEEIT, kel T %,
because I’m going to deal with this subject
today.

BRI 4 R Bt BEPFIX I T 45 &
Have you ever thought about how some people
can be held on a pedestal one day,

HEEARE, FEANSRE LS,
and, then, they get dropped the next day?
HiPNTIR 7 I

That’s why it is dangerous to seek after
popularity and acceptance by people.

FrAid, EIER AR GRS
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Boys and girls who want to be popular in

school often find themselves disappointed and
discouraged.
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Parents who uphold popularity as a goal for
their children will be disappointed and pay a
heavy price.

R BB %1 LA A4 AR A AT TaE K i B
PrifiE, ks, BT Ba &R .
When leaders seek popularity as the goal of
their life,

LA T LB R 44 By — £ B AT,

they will end up compromising and becoming
ineffective in serving God.

AT 2, I HAEREZ BRERR.
Seeking after popularity can be demoralizing.
JER A E SRR,

Seeking after acceptance can be devastating,
Prar BRI, KU,

because people by nature are fickle;

R N R AR,

because people by nature are undependable.
R N FEAE Y

People are unstable and, therefore, you cannot
build your life’s goal on popularity.

NG AR E, B, IRABER IR 5 Y
H AR AEIE SR A E i .

A famous man once said the following words,
—AN B NG T X B

that ““...fame is a vapor
“HEIF S RS

and those who cheer you today will curse you
tomorrow.”

SREBIRHIN, BIREILEIR. 7
King Saul is someone who sought after
popularity,

BY ER—MERLERN,

and was devastated again and again;

b 27— IR S IR PRI

and this is how it happens:

FAE RN

it, first, begins with pride.

—Ias, AR,
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When pride takes hold of us, it will not easily
let go.
HUEEE TR S, EEBEITHA 4
ﬁ%? o

Be careful of pride,

it DA B O3 L

for it is the one sin that is condemned by the
Lord Jesus Christ.

PR D 2 B R 58 8 DX b

When pride took hold of King Saul’s life,
ELiekt I NEEL ey

he began to believe that he accomplished his
achievements by himself.

flrdailsE, ikt E 2 —F9T TR,

He forgot to give God the glory.
fisid 7ROV i

He had forgotten to give God all the credit;
bt it 1, Hs— PRI T 57 .

and, when pride takes over,

I, e e 54 11k,

the next step was blaming everyone around him
for his disobedience to the Lord,

& N8, MRt H CE R M,
AR T E AR,

instead of blaming himself.

MAZTTH H o

The same is true with us.
s, WATH A,

We often begin to blame other people for our
troubles;

AL H B SRR SR R ;
then, the next step is acting, or, role-playing;
N VAR GRS ALY

and that’s precisely what King Saul began to
do.

XA R E A,

He began to pretend to be repentant.
(R EE SN LT

When we pretend to repent,

L IRA MBI T bt

there may be an outward change; but, on the
inside, there is no change.

R AT BEATLEAAL, NI R MRAR [ 3
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If you are a person who has compromised your
integrity, let me tell you about three steps for
rebuilding your integrity.

WRAR SRS Z Y, BOR AR, RE
VMR, A EAPET LEERIEE R &
1%

Admit your failure and receive the forgiveness
of God.

E AR R, IR 584

Find an honest friend who’s going to keep
confidentiality and ask him to hold you
accountable.

REIR—ARENIRIRE, AT SER I AORE &
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Ask him or her to walk with you in your road to
recovery;

IEARBE AR, — [ IX B A% B R

and, then, the third thing you must do is you
begin to reset your goals in life -

e, PRDBATE E NI B AR,

not for popularities, or financial gain, or power,
ARIERZE, S8, B,

but for one thing alone—the glory of Jesus
Christ.
My T — 5, Bl R BR R
If you make this the goal of your life,

AR ARITIXA AN A B AR,

the world may be falling apart, but you will be
standing strong.

R At S e 1, IRIEREW SIS A .
Someone said
EPNA

that some of the most talented people are
terrible leaders,

A7 LEARAT A HE ) N R 2R RERE 1) Sl

because of their crippling need to be loved by
everyone.

POSABATE — a8 s, Bl E2ERE 1
N 8o

The reason I'm warning you about the sin of
pride

FSEIRARAT, ER O

is because Acts, Chapter 14, gives us an

example of two men of God who overcame that
insidious temptation.

Koy, R T T DY E 7 BAT A5
B, AR AN B S R
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Please turn with me to the Book of Acts,
Chapter 14.

VIR — B B AT A+ &

In the first seven verses, Paul and Barnabas go
to Iconium and, there, in that city, Paul
preaches the Gospel;

R -G, REAMEEESHALLEE,
FHAEIR B 2 5 A YR

and they get the same, predictable response.

(EKIREGEII Y E AP b S S JEIPAS

Those who believed the Gospel repented and
rejoiced in the Good News,

ARLEARE N AR, I RS E AR & 12
Ko

and, then, there were the Jewish leaders who
incited the crowd to persecute Paul and
Barnabas;

Ao, AR WA M 2 2 A Bt R 2 AT
e

but beginning at verse 8 of Acts 14,
U ERUEYANG IR

Paul and Barnabas go down from Iconium to
Lystra

RPN 5= M BLRF 2T 21 w1530,
and, there, they see this crippled man from

birth.
FEARER, AT B — D AR HUE AR o

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the
Apostle Paul heals the man and the pagan
crowd was amazed.

FEXRMNAET], EHERDER 7, 4
HNBEE5 AT o

Now, look at verse 11 of Acts 14.

BUE, BAPRE U ER A+

The people of Lystra said, “The gods have
come down to us in the likeness of men...”

B A AR A . “HMEBE N, B
ImEFRATHE T, 7

and, in a typical crowd reaction, they said that
Barnabas is Zeus and Paul is Hermes;

TR R R BN, ARATT AR L2 5 L D
o, RE NAHK,

so, they bring in the priests of Zeus and
Hermes.

I, AbAT TR B e AN A B e v A £ D
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They bring a bunch of bulls and garlands and
were ready to offer sacrifices to Paul and
Barnabas.

il 4=, EELE, HESRRDAIEE
ELHRES o

They were ready to bow and worship them,
thinking that the gods have come among them;

ZAABATBEFE, JCHATZAE T LA

but the Bible tells us that, for a few minutes,
Paul and Barnabas did not understand what was
going on;
HEXELEFRHAL, &Y, REMEEER
FEHERE TH A,

and, as soon as Paul and Barnabas discovered
what the people were trying to do,

EARER, AT AR ABETA 4T,

they tore their clothes as a sign of being
horrified.

HATTHOTF AR, XL E A2 T 10T

Why did they call Barnabas and Paul, “Zeus”
and “Hermes?”

Bt A RAFREEEAURY N “H 7 A
TR 2

Why did they want to worship them?
A AR NABZEFE AR AT ?

| want to tell you why.
iR VRIR
Because in the city of Lystra,

DA B R4S 9

there was a mythology recorded by a poet
named, “Ovid,”

AN B4R RN, 5T g
e

and this is how it goes:

FEIX AP

the gods, Zeus and Hermes, once came to earth
into the city of Lystra, disguised as human
beings,

H AN A HORFH G R B R], BE % )45
W, N BIRET

and, when they arrived in Lystra, they asked for
hospitality and accommodation;

AR TR US, A RE BT

15

then, they knocked on 1,000 doors, but nobody
would offer them hospitality;

LTI (UK N W s RPN - (PN PR A & 5]
— N A AT
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but there was a peasant man by the name of
“Philemon,” and his wife, Baucis.

RA =AM “HEATT” 8RR, b ZET
“HEEPEHT

This couple took those gods into their humble

cottage and offered them all they needed;

X REICHANERE T B SRR NE, IF
PERARAT]— V) 7 2

and the myth goes on to say

W AR,

that the gods rewarded Philemon and his wife
by turning their humble cottage into the temple
of Zeus and Hermes;

N REAMAT, T AT A EE T
HINAR BRAR Al 1 8 AN Ay HOK i

but, then, they destroyed the rest of the
population of Lystra in revenge for not
receiving accommaodation;

AR BOK 1 HAB R B A 43N, A A Ay
AT A8 5T

so, my listening friend, you can imagine what
this pagan population of Lystra thought of Paul
and Barnabas.

R, FRIEZHIAA, ARAT DLAE GOX L =]
FAISMEN, S ERERRIMEEL,
You can imagine the reaction when they saw a
man healed before their eyes.

LAbATE B NAEATTIR AT ERIR I, AR
A PLAE R AT S

They said, “We don’t want to repeat the
mistake of our ancestors,

AT “ AT AR E R AT B R RT iR,

S0 now we are going to worship them as Zeus
and Hermes.”

Fit CABAT T EABAT] 24 7 ol i Aoy HK ok
. 7

Now, | want to ask you a question, my friend.
WAE, SRERIIR, TAERAR—A 0.

What is the temptation that Paul and Barnabas
were facing at that very moment?

FES—2Z, ORZ A0 5= EL i W 14 5 e A1

A

I can tell you what it is.
iR A YRR
They could have said to themselves,

fAIE V255 B 2,

98.

“We will accept what they are doing and,
then, we can tell them about Jesus.
TATAT A HEZABA TR, SR )5 P ERAAT]
PR 6K o
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Here’s an opportunity for us to get some
respect and relief from persecution.”

KM, AEFEATRE Mz (e e 1S
B Lbg R B H

Paul could have said, “Let’s play along because
we want to be relevant to them.”

REWVF Ui “ OV EA TR AT A 5
2, BUERAATTAE L. 7

On the contrary, Paul went on to preach a
relevant message.

HBH, PRZ ARBAF 7 AATIZT BIME B

Knowing that these pagans worshipped nature,
he talked to them about God, the Creator of
nature.

FHIEIXLEAN RN SRR E IR, B AR D Bt
(R P N = P2 ool e e

These people were worshipping myth and
unreality and, therefore, the Apostle Paul was

telling them about the real God who became a
real man.

FIIEX L N SEFEME M B LIS, TR, i
GEORE A URARAT], IR AL A 22 BN FLSERY
N

He told them about the real God who died a
real death

b URMEATT, XA AT,

and who was resurrected—real resurrection
from the real death,

1M Ja ERI MR L T,

and that He is coming back to judge every
human being.

i1y HAtid R mR, A B A

That was Paul’s message to the people of
Lystra.

K R X s m AT RAIT RIS 2 o

He never tried for personal gain and personal
acceptance.

MBS KRR R, AN

He never tried to mislead them.

i A A7 0 R R SARAT
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No.He spelled it out up front.

B, Al S S .

Now, here’s a message to those who worship
nature.

N u P T NS A PN 7 D
5

o

Here is a message for those who are into self-
worship.

ER O E I PN SR 2 PNG T SN U

Listen to it very carefully.
WAL

The message comes from the Word of God,

X A )T TR T R E4E R
that every meal you eat,
PRBTZ R — B

that every drop of water you drink,

TR B W PR A — TR 7K

that every breath that you draw,

PRI IRIR PR 22

that every enjoyment you experience,
B—IRPURZADT,

that every moment of good health that you
have,

PRBT A 1R R

that every dollar or pound in your pocket,
PR A8 B A — Bk,

every particle of air that you breathe,
FAH T

that they are all a gift from the Creator God.
BANT ARG I E G AL .

If you keep enjoying God’s blessings and

ignoring Him,
AR VR A PTG AR 73, K1 2 A R A7

£,

if you keep on taking from Him and giving
credit to others,

RAR S PRI, ZIESRE AL AN,

one day, you’ll stand in the courts of Heaven
before the great Judge on that dreadful Day;

MRA IR HRIG S, RS AR R 5 1 A &
T, TR AL KIEE

and all these blessings that God has given you
will serve as witnesses against you;

PR I S2 B — V04 70 #B 2 RONTRIZAR
LS
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but, if you will turn to Him and acknowledge
that His Son Jesus Christ died for you,

B, QRIRIAA B, AN %Z 1
HR kI B R AE,

if you worship Him alone and commit your life
to Him,

PR B, IR AT

then, the Day of Judgment will not be a
dreadful day for you,

W2, B A2 HRHRR AN AL B R
H,

because, on that day, you will be pronounced
guiltless.

ESDAF i el NP IS ¥ =S| WA v

On that day, you will escape the judgment of
God.

TR VR e B ) o

On that day, you will experience the

forgiveness of God.
WK, ARKZ P 58 4

On that day, you will be with Him in Heaven;
HE—R, AR A A [F] 75 R 5 B

and this is the message for our generation.
XAME B X FA T AR Ui Y .
Acts, Chapter 14, verse 19,
FEAEGEAT A DY 2 19 7,

proves to us the fickleness of the crowd.

EH] T R RETEH .«

The very people who wanted to worship Paul
and Barnabas suddenly began to stone them;

IR F R DL EE THEMA, A
Sk A Sk BT ARAT

and that is why, if you know Jesus Christ as
your Savior,

XHE N4, — BRI SRR E AR
E)E,

you do not live by the popularity of others, but
by the authority of Jesus Christ.

PRANSELE N4 =, T2 SEHR AR %
BB -

Remember the crowd in Jerusalem

AT A5 P L HE B 04 1 EE AR,

at the time of Jesus’ crucifixion?

FEHI RS2 M [ 2R 3G 2
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One day they said, “Hosanna! Blessed is He
who comes in the name of the Lord...”

RIS  “REOT! %4k, &
N 24 FRAT ] e ee e »

and, then, a few days later, they said, “Crucify
him! Crucify him! His blood be on us and our
children.”

JURZJG, Mfi1Z8 et  “4THh+5232, 4THh
AR, bR S BB ATANEATI 1 A0 B
J:‘Q »

The very people who wanted to worship Paul
and Barnabas now wanted to kill them.

IERAXE AT AMEZEE NEMA, AR
AT

In fact, at one point, they thought Paul was
already dead.

FHg b, A BtE,
GET

They stone him so hard that everybody left;
A T A o A AT A, BB AR & T
IE

but Paul gets up
{BERE TR Sk 1 K,

and he leaves a trail of blood from Lystra all
the way to the city of Derbe;

MR FIAF R EVRFJREI,  — 6 M2 B3

and, there, the Bible said he preached again.
ELLHE, RY R GAEIE.

My listening friend, please listen carefully, as |
conclude.

RENIA, BIRESEH T,
Wi

The desire for approval can be so strong that
some people will do strange things to gain it;

AN, WEGRBANKNE, LEAET
H— Rk, NER R,

and, spiritually speaking, many of us are guilty
of pursuing popularity;

Mg R L, BN, HHERAE
AR

but the only approval that you should be
striving for

{E AR E—{EAF VR 2 S B[R] 19,

is that of the only One who can say to you,
“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
FEFATTIR— AR AH,  MEA A BE A X R -
“UFE RIX LR AE EL AN 7

IR Y B2
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Let me ask you this, as | conclude:

TESE RIS e, FREER 475

what is the goal of your life?
PRAE B A AR 242

Is the goal of your life the glory of Jesus
Christ?

PRAZ T H br A2 R0 3 BR SR L e 2

If it is not, will you make that to be the goal of
your life today?

MRAR, SRR “FE” FENRM
N Hbprg?

Because any other goal that is not anchored in
this one

DONHEARAEATAN L “ o 7 Dy dkaitii H
b,

will bring misery and grief;
ot SR Tk AT

but, when your goal is to bring honor to the
name of Jesus Christ,

B2, ARV AR aREE 144 08 H 5
in

the world may be falling apart all around you,
but you will emerge victorious.

R B AT 5 R e 2 it (EER AR A0
MM, SR HEA

Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

FEA IR S 1, NI HE .



