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Hello, listening friends.

SREMIAR, IRE!

It is a great joy for us to know that you are
listening to this broadcast;

FEHE AR XA H 5

and it would absolutely thrill us to hear from
you, either by mail or through the Internet.
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One of the hardest lessons for us to learn is this:
XF FRATI S 10 5 M 2 T T R AL A -

how to turn a negative situation into a positive
environment;

ANART R 7T ) PR 2 0 A AR B A 858
how to turn an oppressive environment into an
opportunity;

AT — A HE LA 32 B35 0 AR B — L2
how to act lovingly toward a critical person,

AR A U A SRR N

especially when you receive false criticism;
R ) e VR T 52 R R PR T

because false criticism is not only dangerous
for those who are being criticized,

PRI 9 VR RE AN Bl R R F) — 7 A a5 1Y
it is even more dangerous to the critical person.

HF WA NN S K.

False criticism creates a poisonous atmosphere
for everyone;

TRRE N SRR PR A UG
because when you nurture the critical spirit,

DR M 24 R AN T b B R A DF R0 S

you will foster gossip and backbiting;

PRA 50 AE Bl 5t PR 1 A i e A

and here’s something about critical people that
you must remember.

PR— s BALAE, AL WAL TEA AR,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Critical people are often suspicious and
paranoid.

W 2 BER A R AR

They listen to the truth of the Word of God,
AT B 628 B R LB,

but they never apply it to themselves.

EABTIMARAREE 2 & F.

They always think that the message is for
somebody else.

AT TR R N IR B2 e AT H
In fact, a critical spirit is nothing short of
slander;

FL b, IMEFPFROE, BARE T
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and slander will not glorify God.

T HE 5 A2 AR o

Today, | want to talk to you about turning the
opposition, or false criticism, into an
opportunity for glorifying God.
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Please turn with me, if you have a Bible, to
Acts, Chapter 21.

WRARTF EA XS, IR EREERET
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We are going to see an example of turning a
negative environment of false criticism into a
positive spirit;

TATFE B — AL, e — A IE 2 L
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and, next to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Apostle
Paul is a master of turning oppression into
opportunity.

R 1 EERERILE LAAh, fEAEIRE e — AL RERE
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In the last part of Chapter 21,

1E 21 TG R A7)

when the enemies of the Gospel saw the
Apostle Paul walking in the Temple,

HHON AR RINE B R D AL it et
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they saw an opportunity to make mischief.

fATIE 2 7 — MRSl

They began to stir up rumors among the
pilgrims who were celebrating the Feast of
Pentecost;

AT AR AE PRAL R0 71 1 1 2 PP A 8 5

and they stirred up this trouble by falsely
accusing the Apostle Paul.

AT T3 I A PR R Bk AR = i
These false accusations were three in number.

PR E B A = R

First,

B

they said Paul was an enemy of God’s people.

AT PR 2 R4 1 RN

| want to show you how blatantly false this
criticism is.
FARLEARW] B XM A R A2 T S5 4 G B
Remember that Paul was once a persecutor of
the church,

AERT, REER—DPEFHASHAN,

but he was saved from eternal damnation;

(LAt A KB ) FEAH AR AR R K 5

and, in every Epistle, he thanks God for his
salvation.

HH, EMSRE G ET, ARG
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It is the most incredible thing that has happened
to him;

XA R AL b AN AT A AR A
and he writes to the Romans, saying,

S5 S E U .

“If ending up in Hell would help save my
fellow countrymen, then I am willing to do it.”
“CRNIEAIL, WERZIE, B E OO
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Now, | want you to visualize this.
FAB AL AR AR GO i P& 1

Paul, who was ready to be damned for eternity
for the sake of his fellow countrymen,

N T R Zils, DR 2 BEAE A TE K 32 5
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gets accused of being an enemy of his own

people.
IAE, gl B S A A E BN

It’s mind-boggling;
B NAELLESE;
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and the second false accusation was this:
o
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they said, “Paul is opposed to the Law of
Moses.”

ATl  “IRZPET T EEVIR S, 7
Now, this was a very serious charge,
X e — TR ™ AR,

Especially on the Day of Pentecost, when all
the pilgrims were there in support of the Law.

R AL TR A, BT B AR A —
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The third false accusation was this:
BN

they said that the Apostle Paul spoke against
the Temple.

AT AERE R ) FEE A0 T L&
Again, the accusation of defiling the Temple is
very serious.

[FIRE, V5% et e — TR 7™ 5 4R .
It is a capital crime.

X e —TAtaE.

In fact, Mark, Chapter 14,
L L, fESAEE 14 B,

the Lord Jesus Christ is accused of speaking
against the Temple;

T HR Bk A T 1508 5 1 B U SR

and what did they do to substantiate their
claim?

AR TZ LG N SR AN AAE SEAR AT FR 120 ?
They said Paul brought Gentiles into the
Temple;

AT DR 2 SR AR g 2 2 B

but there was a section in the Temple
designated for Gentiles.

HEL A — X LT TSN AT
E/\] o

It is called the “Court of Gentiles,”
ERRRIE” SMEARE”

and that’s exactly where Paul took the Greeks
whom he brought with him.

11173 1 R 27 ANAL T oK 10 405 i\ 152 B 110 3
Ji o

They were sitting in the Court of the Gentiles.

AT I AR AE SRR e L

My listening friend, false accusations bear no
logic.
PEREWMA, MERAEGEET .
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False accusations fabricate the evidence.
VAT A G 1 U

False accusations have only one intent, and that
is to stir up trouble.

WRERE—AEB, BHR PR
The focus of false criticism is vengeance;

and false accusations spread like wildfire;
TR RE AR B K — e B Ab E AE

and, here, in Acts 21, verse 30,
EAEGELTAL 21 % 30 15,

the crowd worked itself into a frenzy
FEREAR BRI H) S L 2 A 3 1 BUERPRAS

and the Temple guard seized the Apostle Paul;
BB NEERY

and, when the Roman captain, Lysias, comes in
to talk to the Apostle Paul,

EE TR S SR S0P Il 7 A LT i)
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Paul gently speaks to him.

R B FIER IR

Paul understood that, in the midst of this frenzy
of false criticism,

TR% B B AEIX A AR R AL 2

there is no use in speaking harshly to your
accusers.

EHRFE AR 8 N BRI A M 150 1 2 AN AR Y o

Paul understood that, in the midst of inflamed
emotions, no one is ready to hear the truth;

TR W] A LEIX A IE Z5 0 s, WA AT
(EoLTRrE

so much so that the Roman captain did not even
know who Paul was and what he was accused
of;

[, ZHRTRKERERS R, DL
Rt AR AR A AN RIIE

so, finally, Paul begins to speak to the captain
in perfect Greek language,

B e, DRZ TR A i T T R AC Ui,
and the captain was shocked.

kT R KIZ—

Criminals in Jerusalem did not speak perfect
Greek.

HIS SV B TR AU — BB AS 2 U A R 1 A
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Greek was a language reserved for the
sophisticated and the highly educated;

7 BEAE A 320 = S B M iR At T H
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and Lysias, the captain, could not believe his
ears,

PRl TR B PG ] LA BEARE A B H -2,

that they are bringing accusation against this
highly sophisticated man,
RN IEFEFRIZEIX AN ER R N

because the Greek that Paul spoke was a very
scholarly Greek;

RN R 2 BT oF A S, 2 i1 i A
(1) 7 18

and, at that moment, the captain looked at him
and said,

ER—Z], TRREERY U

“Are you not that Egyptian who stirred up
trouble?”

“ORBEAEZ MATVEREL I R R AN 27

Why did Lysias ask this question?

4 B P EEX A [ g 2

Because, Josephus the historian tells us that, at

that time, there was an Egyptian who was a
self-proclaimed prophet;

UK S K ) 3 R A R 3ATT,  AEIRAN I
fi&, A H A NERTR LN,
and this man gathered together all of his

followers on the Mount of Olives near
Jerusalem,

XA N GUB R B E T BB S BT 1
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and he not only declared himself to be the
Messiah,

A B AR A2 TR,

but he predicted that the walls of Jerusalem
would fall at his command

1 b 7l 5 BR B A s S E fth— = &
ME,
and the Romans would be driven out;

I B NS HOKIE 2

but, before they could find out whether his
prophecy was true or not,

"o, ENATRER IR S 2 B RStz
Al
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the Romans arrested and killed many of his
followers and he, himself, disappeared;

o NEIEIFRE TRZ AR E, 11
fhEE, WIHRELHLE T

so this is the story behind Lysias’ question to
Paul;

XA B PU L R) R 2 XA [ R 5
and Paul replied,
(ARSI

“1 am not the Egyptian man. | am a Hebrew
from Tarsus...”

“CHARIZIIN, AR RKIHIA R

and, here, Paul turns the oppression of false
criticism into an opportunity to testify.
TRZEIX BLATIE 321 RE A0 PN 358 28 B — M L
IERIHLZ .

Paul used the captain’s authority to hush the
crowds;

TREME T R BIBUBLE AR 235 T oK

and, then, Paul switched into the Aramaic
language;

Bt e, Al I 4 0E

and he began to testify of how he was a
persecutor of Jesus Christ,

POV R LRI THSY R S SRS VIR e gl
N

and how he had an encounter with the risen
Christ on the road to Damascus,

fih SO ERRAE R S B i L3 I T B s A
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and how he was commissioned by the Lord
Jesus Christ to preach the very Gospel that he
once belittled.

DA S At an 43 32 3 BRBRFE B I ZRIR,  SRAL UF
W WA Z AL AR
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My listening friend,
oK Z I A

there is nothing more diffusing to false
criticism than the personal testimony.
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There is nothing more confounding to your
critics than the truth as it is experienced by you.

WBA A BELLIRR B 22 s i 5 S B RE B 1%
TREGIETER

I want to summarize for you Paul’s attitude
toward his accusers.

AR S — N R D X2 5 s
ML .

There are five principles of turning false
criticism into an opportunity to testify in the
name of Jesus Christ.

A SR AR Oy WAIE A Bk 2 2 44 AL
=, XA HAEN,

Principle number one,
FH AR,

Paul saw the hand of God before he even got to
Jerusalem.

TR e HR B HRS  A & B AE N .

He was warned that there will be difficulties in
Jerusalem,

R NE G, EHR R fh 28 ) H
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but his full trust was in the Lord Jesus Christ;
{E A 58 4= Hi (5 5 3 HP BRI B

and he said, “No matter what the circumstances
are, | know that He holds me in the palms of
His hands...”

fiii:  “AEEREEAINT, TRAE LK
TAE I B 0o 2 T eee e »

and the second principle is this:
HAFENE,

Paul was able to see the positive in the midst of
a negative environment.

TRD REAEI 5 & BB — 1

While others would have panicked and said,
“0, God, why are You doing this to me after all
that I’ve done for You?”

Fl ATtz P F i M,

W, FOAVRE T IX A%, ottt ARt Bt
A2

Paul probably thought to himself, “What an

opportunity to testify to this captain and this
government official!

MRS AT REE O HAR:  “RXR—DB AU
P2 R AL T RAAE WAL !
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I’ve never dreamed of having such a large
crowd listening to my testifying.

HAENE BB 271X A2 AR BAF I
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What an opportunity!”

Z A MEAFHIPL M L7

Then, Paul does something amazing.

R, REPFMENENTY .

Even though his face was bleeding from being
beaten,

E AR R G DR R B T I AR SR I

he said, “I understand.

flud:  “IREAHE.

You did this out of zeal for God...”

PRATTIXAE RS TR TARAT TRE i R Rt e ee e ”

and, while everybody was being terrified,
243830 N IS AE AR 2 P Ik

the Apostle Paul was counting the blessings of
his arrest.

FSEARE P 2 50 B LR 437l 1T A B e I 45 Al F) 4
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While everybody else probably was running
and hiding,

SR EUNCEHESE ol

Paul was thanking God for the opportunity to
testify.

TR% AR b 45 A A AR RO

He saw the hand of God everywhere he went.
ANVEAR R BIWRE, A ERRER BRI
He saw the positive in the midst of the
negative;

RE AL B & BB ) — 1 5

and the third principle is this:
AN R

he spoke with respect to his persecutors,

(LRGNl R R (PN

Acts 22, verse 1.

AT 22 BE5F 114,

He addressed them as “fathers and brothers,”
fARIEARAT T Y “REA A

as if to say, “All is forgiven.
E?Z%ﬁ%%:“%ﬁ%@%*ﬂ%ﬁﬁ

| treat you with respect in spite of what you
have done to me.”

ANEVRITERRT B, BAWEIRAT. 7
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Paul told the Roman Christians in Romans,
Chapter 12, verse 14,

D B4 12 B 1475, RE &P Sk
BE,
“Bless those who persecute you...”

BRI LA TR -7
and he practiced what he preached.

b2 5 fbBTIE

The fourth principle is this:
SV JF I

he recognized an opportunity to lift up the
name of Jesus.

fhEARE] T IXR LS, REEEIER
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That was the most important thing for him.
T At R 1 A2 AR B B
Did Paul focus on his impressive credentials?

R HRAHFEH C RIS ?

No.

BH.

He could have, and he had many credentials;
AR AR, 1 B Al A 2 BB &
73

and he could have said, “Let me tell you about
me...”

AR LOSHABAT TS “ARFREVRIR, AT VF

but, instead, he said, “Let me tell you about
Jesus...”

b, fAld:  “iEREVRIR, HRERZ
Povrens”

and he focused on what God had accomplished
in his life.
by 5 A R A A i o BT BSGREFD
He dwelt on the glory of God.
(URESTY LIS
He preached what he told the Corinthians in 1
Corinthians 1:31.
IEWE R R Z AT 1 3 314, HIFT
AR Z BEAEAT
“Let him who boasts boast on the Lord.”
“GHW, ZfEEESH. 7
He saw the hand of God in every circumstance.

HBAEAEAT AT N #RBER BIHIITE N
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He saw the positive in the middle of the
negative.

RZ BEAE T & BN K — T

He blessed his persecutors.
b Dy & 38 Atk ) AN AR

He saw this as an opportunity to lift up the
name of Jesus;

AT ALK =2 R R 2 4 5

and the last principle is this:
B Je B — A R U2 -

Paul maintained his attitude of selfless love.

TRZ BENE IREFAL AL

This is very difficult to do when you are falsely
accused;

TR AR IE 25 B, X2 R A
15
but Paul maintained his attitude of selfless love.

{EORZ ENRE S (RAFA T AL o

It was Paul’s selfless love for the church of
Jerusalem that brought him there to begin with.

LR AR B0 B AL %, A2 5] AR
FXHE, 5k 7TIX—V.

It was his love for his weaker brethren that
brought him to Jerusalem;

Al s BAAF) 5%, FEAd S 21 T HR BRI s

and, ultimately, it was his love for the Lord
Jesus Christ that motivated him to love people.
A2, R0 S B SR 1) 2 b A Al
KEZHN

Love that is not motivated by the love of Christ
is temporary;

ANFE MAAH T A B8 552 A AT 2 e 27 H)

but, when you love the Lord, you will love the
unsaved;

B, WMRIREE, Rt ZIEBH /5800
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and you will have the strength to turn
oppression into opportunity.

PRI A 1B R A N L
You will have the wisdom to turn false critics
into listeners;

TR 2 R ATV RE AR B N AL AR I A

and you will have the courage to turn your false
accusers into a congregation.

R A B HE S R B N B 1Y

EPAN

64. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

FEA R KIS 7R, R IR



