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Hello, listening friends.
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It is a great encouragement for us to know that
you are tuned in to this broadcast;
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and it is our hope that you would write to us
and tell us how this broadcast is helping you.
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Now, this is the second broadcast in a series of
messages we call, “Biblical Compassion.”
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If you are joining us for the first time, we are
looking at the Book of Jonah.
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In our last broadcast, we learned that Jonah did

not like hearing God’s command to go to
Nineveh;
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and we learned that this was not the first time
that Jonah had heard the voice of God.
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Jonah liked the first task that God set before
him in 1l Kings 14.
Z)ZIREXAEY) Fid T 14 IR E;
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Jonah was happy to tell the people that they are

going to receive blessings from God in spite of
their wickedness.
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Why would God do that?
ML R R ?

Because of the Lord’s compassion.
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Because God wanted His mercy to lead them to
repentance.

BRI B P4, iy ST T M
God will bless you despite your sin in order to
lead you to repentance.
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God desires that His kindness, compassion,

mercy and grace might compel you to
repentance.
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God is blessing you, today.
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The very fact that you are alive today means
that God is blessing you today;
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and God wants to see if this blessing will
compel you to repentance, or, propel you to
greed.
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Now, Jonah was delighted to preach about
God’s grace to God’s people.
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He knew that he would be popular;
Ky, AR RNE XA E B 52 UG Y ;

S0, you can imagine his initial excitement when
the Word of the Lord was coming to him again.
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Jonah could sense it.
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Jonah could feel it.
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He knew that the Lord was about to speak to
him again.
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Jonah probably thought it was going to be more
good news to deliver to the people of God.
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You would think that the goodness of God
should have led the people to repentance;

ATREARINY, Y R 35 e B it i) 7 ek
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but, instead, their blessings made them more

greedy and more selfish and more self-
absorbed:;
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IERHIPL 2

and the consequences of the people’s sin was
the Babylonian invasion.
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The horror of that invasion is in the Scripture.
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You can read it.
Pra] LAE 2R 48 B 31X Le 3 1 o

God is patient, and He will wait;
LIRSy M

but He will not wait forever.
B2, MASKLSET %,

The Word of the Lord was coming to Jonah
again;
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but Jonah’s excitement soon disappeared.
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You can imagine the let-down that Jonah must
have felt when he heard the Lord say to him,
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in Jonah, Chapter 1, verse 2,
AEBLE 2, MNLEN,

“Jonah, pack your bags and take the first boat
to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria.
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You must preach repentance because it’s
wickedness has come up to me...”
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and, all of a sudden, Jonah develops a hearing
problem.
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“What did you say, Lord?
CEW, PRUEAA?
What is this all about?
4‘[‘% ;%z: JEIE\ ?

Did I hear you right?
RN T ?
What is this all about?
X, FEREA—REFE?

| have never been out of my town -- let alone,
out of the country!
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Do you mean I’'m going to get a passport and
get through customs and immigration and go to
the big, bad city?
RRERSSEF I, Fidilx, —PUK
S 70 i TR R R I T 250 2

God, let me remind You. We are Your people.
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We are the only ones who should receive all of
Your blessing.
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We are the only ones favored by You.
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Why do the Assyrians have to repent?

HMETE X L8P R A AT DA e 2

Why don’t You just burn them, like You did
with Sodom?
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IESVIIESEYNIY =24

Why don’t You flood them, like You did in the
days of Noah?”
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My listening friends, you are not to be blamed,
if you feel sorry for Jonah,

BEoRFWA A, BUIR L SRR T, 7%
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or think that he was apprehensive about
preaching in a big, wicked city like Nineveh.
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You are not to be blamed, if you are
sympathetic with Jonah,

BRURFEITHE A SR, BA NIRRT,
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because of his reluctance or fear of ridicule.
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After all, you are in the same predicament.
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You don’t want to witness to your co-worker or
your neighbor for the same reasons;
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but, guess what?
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That was not Jonah’s problem.
IX FLSEAN 2 2 1 i) e

Let me tell you something that is very
important.
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If fear is holding you back from testifying to
your Savior, then, shame on you.
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Pray that God will give you boldness and
courage, and He will.
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P —E 2 E G4 IR o
There are also some that have thought that

Jonah was afraid that he would prophecy and
speak against Nineveh,

ALNLN, ZIEABOJE JE N TR %
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and his prophecy would not come to pass;
BRI A At AR At BT AN 2 SE TR

and Jonah did not want to look foolish;

L) A N 2R

but that is not true, either.
XA IER AR

Here are the facts.
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Jonah was no doubter.

L) EZTMEE,

Jonah knew the voice of God.
LIEARBPEIEE

He knew God to be the God Who keeps His
word.
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Jonah knew God to be a God of mercy;
(URERSIp RPN g TR
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therefore, the reason why Jonah did not want to

go
i, AEANREERKERA,

was because he knew that God was going to
have mercy on the Assyrians.
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Jonah knew that God would forgive them, if
they repented,

A9FHE, R R g, o
AT,

and he did not like this one bit.
XA AR EE B H.

Can you imagine witnessing to your neighbor
whose son is beating your child?

BANIRAR J&E %1 1 2R ORI, AR
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Can you imagine witnessing to your
shopkeeper who cheated you?

B U S 2 A S e R, RIS AT B 4
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Can you imagine witnessing to your co-worker

who just stopped you from getting that
promotion that was rightly yours?

B UNR Y [R) 2 SRR, iRk 2 1 T
IRl 2, PRICARZE AL A v g 2
Can you imagine witnessing to someone who

had just insulted you and called you bad
names?

A NN B iR, ARIEFT AR AE & 4
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No, Jonah’s attitude was this:
“AheH, AERSERE:

“I would rather be punished before I preach to
my enemies.

“Wr =R, BAESIEES LA
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I do not want these hateful people to be saved
and go to Heaven.”

AEE FIX LE ] B AR SRR RO HEN
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It is easy to pray for the salvation of your
family members.

N NAF A T A 3
It is easy to pray for your friends and loved
ones.

NP A BRI 5 9\ #1538 ]
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It is not often easy to pray, let alone reach out
to, those who hate you.

e, RPRBEARARE KDL, TR 2
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Now, let’s look at what Jonah actually did in
verse 3 of Chapter 1.

WA, BATREBASEA 1EITIRE,
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"But Jonah ran away from the LORD and
headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa,
where he found a ship bound for that port. After

paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for
Tarshish to flee from the LORD."

“LIEEINER, AT A 2 SRR AN . R
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My listening friends, listen carefully to what |
am going to tell you.

SRR, WA R .

| feel sorry for anyone who can sufficiently fool
himself into thinking that he can flee from the
face of God.

AN E C, POYAT kR, 3K
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| pity that person.

E A AhAT

I genuinely feel sorry for the person who is

indifferent to the love of God that was poured
out to him on the cross of Calvary.

FEARA NAT AL DB L b3 B 2
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I genuinely feel sorry for the person who is
living his life or her life in the neutral position;

AL NN E O] LS E— N Sz AL
L, AT R F A
but I can also testify to the fact that

disobedience can fool believers into thinking
that we can flee.
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I have seen it happen over and over again.

XM AN B IR A

Someone once said,
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"When you flee from the face of God, you pay
the full fare.

“Un SRR SRR T, ARBUS AT At
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You never complete the journey
PREEAEAN BRI B H B,

and you never get a refund;
WAFA B e e IR K

but, when you travel with the will of God,
BR, HIRZEMEE ST,
God pays the full price.
FHEY VRIS 2RI 2

You will always complete the journey."
PR Be M HIA AR H By
Poor Jonah.
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God told him to go east,
FHEA AR 2RI,

and he got on a boat that was going west.
i AN b AR VA AT BRI

He was going as far west as he could go in
those days.
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He was going all the way to Spain.

fib A8 — ERE RV %

Jonah was determined to go to the farthest city
away from where God told him to go.
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Foolish Jonah! He thought that no one is the
wiser.
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“Who will know? It’s my secret sin.
“HUERRENE? Xt P R
Who will know‘? It’s my secret thought.
WELSFITENE ? X2 JD A E S

Who will know? It’s my secret rebellion.
WESRIIENE ? 32 FRA S HE

Who will know? It is my secret flight from
God.

W niE
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Who will know? It is my secret adventure.

AWEZRITEE ? XA B ERATN.
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113. Who will know? It is my secret habit.
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114. Who will know? It is my secret disobedience.”
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115. Now, there is one problem with this logic.
BA —A R AL,

116. God knows.
XY, MEFIE.

117. God is the One Who really matters,
A RO,

118. and God is the One to be reckoned with.
AR, BATFE FAP AT o

119. Jonah went his own way.
A E 2T,

120. Jonah paid his own fair.
FTEL, 2E i AR

121. Jonah never finished the journey,
A ERA BN 1 HiRIB HI 24 A

122. and Jonah got nothing but heartache;
bR 7R, AFE—THIR,

123. but, remember, when you go the Lord’s way,
BR, ZefE, SRR % ,

124. you will always get to where you are going,
TR—E 2 B %,

125. and God pays the fair.
A2 FARAT IR 9% o

126. Let me repeat the question with which | began
this series of broadcasts.

PAE, FREF IR bR A 1) R
127. The question that you must always ask yourself
is this:
AN, AR AR ] O
128. “Am I traveling with the will of God,
“PRIZ B O EOR e N TR Ve,
129. or, am I traveling against the will of God?”
EREEE M OE? 7
130. After experiencing the pain of traveling against
the will of God,
2 i i e O B AT R R )G
131. you might try praying this simple prayer:
REL o IR
132. “Lord,
<M,

133. | give You permission to make me travel with
Your will,
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134. even if You have to drag me kicking and
screaming.
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135. Amen.
B[4

136. Now, I am not talking about making mistakes
and errors in judgment.

g, FIFAZUARERIWT EHHER,

137. 1 am talking about being, personally, at the very
center of the will of God.
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138. | can truthfully testify to you on this.
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139. There is unspeakable joy in the journey when
you are traveling with God’s will.
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140. Oh, it does not mean that you will not have any
difficulties.
SR, FEASEIRAE IR — IR XU

141. 1t does not mean that you will have no pain;
WARY, IRAIE BT

142. but I am talking about joy -- unspeakable joy.
WM, 1REH B R— A S E
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143. 1 want you, please, to join us in our next
broadcast as we find out what consequences
Jonah must face when he disobeys the Lord.

FET O B, JRATE A R A A T
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144. Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
oF, NUCTHER, BRI R LR




