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THE EPISTLE OF JAMES - 1

Hello, listening friends.

SREMIAR, ARG

Today, we are going to commence a new series
of messages.

MARITGG, A RS2 5 R LT
I

We are calling this series of messages, "Twelve
Steps for Growing Up,"
XA RI A BRI AR

and it comes directly from the Epistle of James;

EARMREHES F I — R FIE R

and, today, I will only introduce the subject to
you.
WA, ARWE, FAFEIXI G T84

R

| want to begin by telling you a family story.
X BN D BE VL o

No matter who you are, or what you are, or
how old you are, whenever you return to your

hometown, you are looked upon as that little
boy that they knew,

TRIREUE, BiftaGh, FRAEZKR, &
RIEIRIRI 2, ARKIZHS 2 2 SRHR T 24
BRI NB#Z )L

especially if you are the youngest brother in a
large family.

JEF, InRARE AN KRR EETHIZ AR,
Tt ANt 1.

To them, you are still the little boy who used to
get into trouble, or fighting with older siblings;

XA, ARIER A2 ZRRIL, B
FFAF AT AR T %)L

the little boy who said things that he shouldn’t
have said and did things that he shouldn’t have
done.

PRI A VEEAFAE . FHEA IR B
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No matter how successful you become, they
still treat you the way they used to.
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They want to tell you what to eat or where to go
and who to see.

fATIIE R IR U ROZAZA 4 1 FTR
L mEFER.
Now, this gives us a whole new insight into the

Epistle of James, who was the Lord Jesus’ half-
brother.

MIXAWE KT, FATIRS S HR R bl o6 HE 5%
RS RIHERAS, B — D2 iliR.
We will be spending several messages looking
into this magnificent Epistle.

AV I LIRS HINfa], SREIXE T
N SEOREIER
To understand James’ Epistle, you must

understand how it feels growing up in a home
where Jesus is your older brother.

T EMESTS, IRE e 7, EARERIES
SOAC ) 2K o HLAK K 8% R R RS o
Jesus was perfect.

HR R 58 SR 1Y 5

He could do no wrong.

HRASIUE R o

My big brothers thought that they were perfect,
but they were not, really.

AR AT A DA T2 56 36 1, s
AR

In Jesus’ home, nothing was ever Jesus’ fault.
SRTMAEHR SR X L, HR SR A A LI 5
James must have done every bad thing.

MAES —E WMo V2 8%

No doubt, James saw how different Jesus was.
ZICEEN, MEEE R [ HRERE ERER S AR
[ o

It would be wonderful to think that James
believed in his brother right away;

BRI AR, S — 2% —ME KA
HRER AN 5
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yet, John 7:5 tells us that not even his brothers
were believing in Him;

SRTT, 29EgtEE 7. 5 ERIRAT: AR
85 L AME At

but, one day, all of that changed.
AR, —UIHESE T,

A cruel crucifixion silenced Jesus,

EI T BRI IR B3 25 1 HRER A B A

but the grave could not contain Him;
H2&, FET-EAREFIZEH;

and, on the third day, He got up out of the
grave;

M=K, MIERLE,

and, for forty days, He appeared in person to
hundreds of eyewitnesses. Among them was
his half-brother, James.

HWN+RZA, BERAIF LA NED. H
P R R LTV S

1 Corinthians 15:7 tells us of an encounter
between James and Jesus.

EEFMRZET 15 15: 7 WHE, IRATE BH &K
W2 T HE A R

The Bible does not tell us about the content of
this meeting;

BAREL IR SRR A B vE,

yet, we know enough to know that James was a
changed man afterward.

ERFLAVE, MIELE, HE&EENE
I

He was no longer cynical or skeptical.
A RIS, PREE,

He was no longer critical or unbelieving.
ATV AME .

According to Galatians 2:9, he became a pillar
of the church in Jerusalem.

AR Inhr K45 2 5 975, At B HE BRI 2K
SHIFEAT
He totally embraced Jesus.

fib 58 RN 1 HE R

He gave Jesus his all, including his very life;

ks — V) Z=likes £, AHE A A s

for tradition tells us that James died a martyr
for the cause of Christ.

fegt LNy, MR fJE N EMGE

First, he was shoved off the pinnacle of the
Temple;

fil 56 A& MR THAHE T 5K 5
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then, he was stoned,

Ja R NATH A AT A

and, finally, when he still showed sign of life,
he was beheaded,;

BeJa, EMEE—EN, Mgk

but, thank God, before he died, the Holy Spirit
used him to write this great Epistle which bears
his name,

SR, KRR, EAR A DIRT, & RIRB)
BT TG UM 4 i 2 R R E
and he was writing this Epistle to Christians
who are facing tough times.

X A5E 1E A 5 4 S e T 5 A Y B A
1)

These Christians were going through trials and
testing.

XEEAEHE IEAE A TR

James’ purpose was to help them mature in the
faith through the trials;
MELBEMEE, e ZRTEEE
RS A, RE R K

so0, he writes in James 1:1, saying, “James,
bondservant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
To the twelve tribes—those in dispersion—be
rejoicing.”

Rldk, 7RSS 1. 136:  “4EFPAI3Hp
BRELEANNHES, RV A SORZA
. 7

Many companies display their corporate logo
on their seal or on their letterhead.

V2 AREAAT B = b, 8RS R B %
FIE AR B

"Bondslave" is James’ seal.

IR B RES TE E

This was his title.

X At 1k AT

This is his credential.

XA AN A5G

He is confessing publicly that he is the property
of another.

A I AR NABE T T3 50— N

| want to pause here for a moment to tell you
something-
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James had spent more time with Jesus than
most people over thirty years in family life.

TR ZHRERIRN, =T 2 EFEET
B, A AT E 2L AR ERAR AL

Wouldn’t you think that it would be impressive
to the new believers that James would display
these credentials?

WA L5lT, MRS H X0, 2
ANFE LR L3 (1) HE B AR At 1) 5 AR 2
People are often impressed by who you know,
not what you know;

MVEAEREPIRNRERE AN, AL
RIELEAT 4

and James could have played on this intimate
knowledge of Jesus.

HHEA T DA FH A AT HIS R 2 2 N B9 2 R JZ
HC.

He could have emphasized his family
relationship to Jesus and amazed his audience,
but he didn’t.

fimy DL s 2 HRER I 2N, DA SR 5 A
e . AT, AR A XA

He introduced himself as James, a bondslave of
God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

i/ RS, iR 32 HE SR I
io

If I was writing this letter and trying to get the
attention of my readers, who might not know
who exactly | was, | would have emphasized

my half-brother relationship with Jesus to the
fullest.

IR R E — B PE A IR LEX B AR AE
e, v 7 shEAMITRER, iRk
ANHR R A2 L A IR 2R

I would want the readers to know that I am,
spiritually speaking, a very important person.
WELRRR S EFE, MWERE X B, &
e AR EEZ AL

I wouldn’t want anyone to be asking, "James
who?"
WAFEP NV “HER? W DHER? 7
I would have emphasized the family connection
for all its worth;

2 2 5 XM 5 R % AR ) E 2

but, no, the one who gets the prominence is not
James, but the Lord Jesus.

BA, FERRIAEHES, e R,
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James gives Jesus the full messianic title, "the
Lord Jesus Christ,"

HER ] T R FE M A BEARKA ZHHR iR Bt
N R EREREE T

as if to say, "As for me, James, | am a
bondslave of him."

XL 3R, MR, EfitGE.
What does that mean?
X ERE A ?

The slave has no choice but to obey his master.

PV R YN (N E NI S | b vivk =
"Oh, yes, that’s me—James."

MESUL:  “RR, Xk, 7

The slave only does the will of the master.
Bk R REg AT EAR R

"Yes, that’s me—James."
MESU: “RE, k. 7

The slave must give total submission and
control of his life to his master;

WL IGE MR, JHR— 1B EREE g
IESYNE

and James is saying, "That’s me—James."

MR UL “REXpiedk. 7

The slave must not equivocate or have divided

allegiance or mixed loyalty or look out for his
own interests.

R A IUAR ) 32 N4t 208, AnT S E %
JE, =L, BUNE ORI EE.
"Yes, that’s me—James—bondslave of the
Lord Jesus Christ."

MES UL R, KSR, 2 F BBk
BHgb. 7

The fact that James affirms the divinity of the
Lord Jesus Christ is a tremendous thing here.

Hosiz,  FERAEIX B ARG T R BRI B ) ph i
X e — R R E R FHE

Think about it.

AR,

No one knows your weaknesses and your
shortcomings better than a member of your
family,

BA NHARBIZNEE T ARUR 55 s RLAL,

yet James recognizes that his half-brother is no
other than God incarnate;

SR, HERS AR DAL KA RN, IR E
I PA) B (A
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and that is why he goes on in verse 2 and 3 and
says, “Deem it pure joy, my brethren, whenever
you fall into various kinds of trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith is producing

endurance.”

Xt AT . BT, AR
“CRREISE SATT, ARATIEAE B R, T
BUUAKRE R BFOARERTIE L&k
5, AR, 7

Let me ask you a question-

kR AR—A ] i ——

How do you respond when the hurt is so real to
you?

RS2 BV IR %, AR B ?

How do you respond when the walls close in on
you?

RPN 2, (4 RS 2

James starts his letter by telling us how to
respond.

HESAEAS M TF SR & VR FRATT R 24 A ] s L

For some, his words are bitter medicine and
very hard to swallow.

AL N, MBRTEA R, LR
A

His words run contrary to what we think we
really want.

P ULRT, Se 4 AR IATEXRIT #15 .

Trials in life, for the unbeliever, often come to
nudge them to turn to God.
WHAEIEBAER U, AiEH R, B RO
AT R BRI L2 o

For the believer, trials are God’s way of helping
you to grow up.
XFFIBER UL, R AR B R AR
HIRAE

I often say that trials don’t have to be your
undertaker. They can be your teacher.

FHEFU, WIHEA S RIZERAIIEZEAN
0, A RREEBRAT N,

James said we are to consider it pure joy
whenever we fall into various trials.

FER UL, HIRATEA T g, #ERL
HNRKER,

Not if we fall into trials, but whenever we fall
into trials.

AL, AR BT, T2,
B2 BAITEAE
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How you react to your trials should distinguish
between the believers and the unbelievers;

EAEAT S SEAE U 1 S N2 R AN R
(K1, RIS EHE SN W 2

and James is writing to people who are really
facing bad times here,

X E, MR BES LIRS Pl
A

and he’s saying to them that, despite of that,
you must count it joy.

fibe, T, FREEER,

What is he suggesting?
Ha B 2

Does he mean that | would put on a big smile
on my face and show everyone how spiritual |
am by holding back tears?

AR FRN G REOREE,  HE T A O
B, RETREREZ AHERE?

Does it mean that | exclaim cheerfully, "Oh,
good. Now, I lost my job!"

fib R AN Ut TSR R b Y 5«
Gy, AT R T 7 WR?

or, "I had a heart attack and I’m very happy
about it."

BE U CREENIERAT DR, 7
No, no, no, no. He’s not saying that at all.

A A A, AEEARZADNEE

God does not want us to display a hypocritical,
happy face.

AN EERRATTR R D PR S AG

God does not want us to put on a mask,
disguising our hurts.

AN EERAT T 5 T FORAE R A 1 15
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God is not looking for steel-clad saints who
refuse to feel, who deny their sorrows, or who
never own up to their struggles;

MARELAIH D FEET, ZICRIE.
AR B IANOFRLIIE A
but He is looking for us to reach the point in

our walk with Him where we can have un-
fluttered hearts in the midst of tragedy.

M52y B RRAT], A5 S EAT AT LA,
FE 7 e DR A O B i
We can have peace in the midst of uncertainty.

FE IR TEH N A%



103. We can have calm assurance in the midst of
disaster and loss.

FE SR MERI PR IT BT 15 22 Aa o

104. The joy that James is talking about is not your
show of phony bravado or fake happiness;

HER BT U0 I 55 SR AN AT I Ji: 7 JiE 1~ B R AR 1)
PR

105. but, rather, it is the right attitude of a heart of
contentment and honest submission to the
Father’s plan.

FAB, A BTE E 2R T /e R 2 1
By BB FAZ R TRl O D50 85 R 1 90 2 1 R
HIIER LA

106. In the next broadcast, | want to tell you about
the secret code that will unlock the peace of
God in the midst of trial;

TR HE, ReEHriR, Ak
TR 22 2 TR TR
107. and that is why | want to urge you to tune in

and listen to the next program, because it’s very
important.

Fr ARG R AR el XA H, B
HIREZEMEE.

108. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

AT HER, R RIGES IR



