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Hello, listening friends.

SREMIAR, ARG

You know, every New Year, many people
around the world make New Year’s resolutions;

PruiEn, fHF AR NAEFERDT R E)
s, ERESLHER LI

and, they often, by February, all of these
resolutions are forgotten.
MIXLEE B By, A=A, B
KPET—F F T

Making and keeping the right resolutions is of
vital importance;
SCAEBRRER, LRGBS XS R
B,

and that’s what I will talk to you about, today.
RIS RV N A

In the past several broadcasts, we have learnt
about two marks of maturity in growing
Christians.

£ LG R T, BRATE&%] TEH#
R BRI PR &

The first
%—‘/l\’

is that the believer grows through testing.
e B A R R A il i e 1 15 2 A
Secondly,

AS

By

we saw that the believer who says "no" to
temptation is also a growing Christian.

AR, BEWRHAIR D “A” HIELE,
R fr e .

We saw that, while testing is permitted by God,
temptation comes from the evil one.

FATEPER], IRV, MR A
FE MBI R
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If Satan cannot prevent you from accepting
Christ as your Savior, then, his next effort is
going to be directed at stomping your spiritual
growth.

W SAAEAS B BHL (AR 2 52 = BRBRAF R 1)
¥, Ba, NPT, R
R K

Among the weapons that God has given us to

help us say “no” to temptation is the Word of
Truth.

HHFE, steMBaRIImna s, #
BhBATHE LA AE R T AR

If you are already looking at James, Chapter 1,
beginning at verse 19, you can follow with me.

HIRB RIS, SRERAIN 19
T aE Y
In verses 19 and 20, James gives us the fruit of

what the Word of God does in the life of a
believer;

FE 19 A1 20 75 L, HER-ERIATT, #HEVIELE
B B I R =4

then, in the last two verses, he gives us some
more of these fruits.

FEAR TR P B, AR 5 R AT EE 2 (Y
KT

Growing Christians need to have a three-fold
characteristic.

EHER AR AR R = F S
One:

quick to hear.

PRAR T .

Two:

slow to speak.
1515 Hb it
Three:

slow to anger.
1812 Hh )7
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Why is James concerned about these qualities?
A 22 RVE IR 2 ity 5 g 2

Because, when we confront tough or tempting

times, we tend to just reverse these three things.

N, AERRATE SRR R, FATTH
X = B R K

My listening friends, | want you to think with
me.

FERZ IR, EIRIF4aNT et

First, by quick to hear.
FEPRHT .

I think, by nature, we don’t like to listen.
TAE, MNHERUE, FATHA B =T

We fuss and we fume when we are hassled.
HEATE NG E i, FRATAZ ELIEL
ny, mADHAT.

Our impulse is to act. We feel we have to do
something,

RIEENS), AT,
and Satan knows that;
HCIERSIP R

S0, he uses our testing to sneak in and apply
enough pressure so that we will act
impulsively, and prematurely, and fall into
temptation.

TREBEMA, WNERATEMES, 134
A, b sh e AR B % .

That is why Jesus taught us to pray, “Lead us
not into temptation.”

AR I 2 BB R IRATT, 7 o AR IS fie 22
Yi: CAMIRATEIAE” T .

When the evil one tempted Jesus, what did he
do?

T R ERIR BRI, BB AR ERNE ?
Satan came to Him in relation to His most
urgent and immediate need.

HE 2 ISR i OB I 7 255 T 10

For forty days, Jesus had not eaten anything,
and Jesus was ready to break His fast.

HRER 40 A IZZRVE, ) LT E i FEaE
I

Jesus was fasting in obedience to His Father’s
will;

HRER 2 1 AR S B R T AR R ) 5
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but Satan comes in and he says, "You can eat
and you can do it now.

SR, FUERE TR A 15 -
v, BER ] LAz .

You can do it independent of the Father.
AT AN RAL, H CEm,

You have the power..."
RAT XA L eeene”

but, instead, Jesus was quick to listen to the
Father, not to the devil.

B, HESRANPRARIEE I KA, AN
JBE SR o

When you are facing trials and tough times in
your life, your anxiety level rises.

BEH IR T KER K IR I, RS =1
EAELE

These voices may be voices of fine people, but
they are not the voice of God,;

FLmESHWMEREIT OB, SARET
r

but the only voice that you should be quick to
hear is the voice of the Lord;

(LRI N 122 PRI Ufr 0 R 75 5

and the way you test the voice of the Lord is
whether it is consistent with the Word of God
or not.

el IBLLFE F ot AR T, R XL
AR A MIE

So much for being quick to hear.

AT TARZ T RPN X7
£

What about slow to speak?
W, EFEAE “12MEHu " e

Now, this is a very difficult one.

R, WIAAEZMHE.

When we are being tested, the natural reaction
is that we say things that we shouldn’t.

FE2 RIS B, FRATTAEAE 1 L6 A 4 B0
i, XRRERE.

We complain and grumble against the Lord.
AT FEHAR . K ALE.

I believe it’s important to seek the guidance and
the prayer of mature Christians,
ARG, TXI i — L6 B A R B A N IR
T AREBURMA S EE,

“ORATPAIZ 2R
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but don’t go around to everyone who would
listen and complain.

{EASZERE A A S T IR H 2R 1 AR R

In the long run, it could harm your testimony.
MACITERT XA IR TAIE
There’s an old proverb that goes something like
this:

BT IEEXFE

“God created us with two ears and one mouth,
so that we should listen twice as much as we
talk.”

“ERAEATE T HEZE, — e, By
PAFRATT ‘Wit NMELLL R £

<7, ”
= o

Quick to listen.

PRI .

Slow to speak.
151 b it

Thirdly, slow to anger.
BH=RL EEMEhE.

Why is it that rage and anger do not work for
the believer?

N A RSN REIE w2 B AR 2

What is the reason for James’ three-fold
command to Christians?

LIRS R X = B4
W ?

Verse 20 tells us why.

20 TR U RATE R

It is because God’s righteousness cannot be
accomplished in us when we are angry.

BN, ANHIRSTIEA B L

You will not become what God wants you to be
as long as you are spitting and spattering.

W AREER DR € A&, Rt A ke
R A H o RS o

The Scripture is full of examples of men and
women who let their anger smudge their
relationship with God.

X2 FARZ RIS, SRR ORI
PE THAT SRR R

Their anger blinded them from discerning the
will of God.
RAABATHOIRE B, DETCEIHA R

S
BHE o
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Their anger rendered them unresponsive to
God’s leading, and, often, with terrible
consequences.
RAFEABATHS B 7 SRRA TS A, RIS
BT B JE 2R

Cain disobeyed a simple instruction and he
came to the altar with the wrong sacrifice.
ZEEANT SRRy I, AR R R YR E IR
ol

Angered at God’s rejection of his offering, he
took his anger out on his obedient brother and
killed him in a fit of rage.

AL A5, At DR S RS M e
MIsh s, ERAZ MEHRART .

How many times did we kill someone’s
reputation, or their name, simply because they
were obeying God?

Z /DI, FATHL R A ) AR AT X0 A
ATMEAHES . 755

Moses succumbed to anger, striking the rock,

instead of speaking to it, as he had been told by
God.

JEE DG BCA W AR A Iy i, TR AR
F, BT R A

The consequences were that Moses was never
allowed to enter into the Promised Land.

ZERWE, FEVOAGHEANRNVEZ .

How many times do we strike instead of
speaking?
2D, AT R R E) FAZ
Jonah was placed in the body of a whale by
God until he agreed to go to Nineveh.

LVEANTAPR) U, PR Es T, ERIM
[l & 25 JE JE SR IR 4 2R

Later on, Jonah became furious that things did
not turn out the way he wanted or expected.

Jask, LIE YRGB IR A BT TR ) B
i, FRARTE.

He spent the rest of his years pouting and
steaming under a tree.

b AE—BRBR R, A BT AR A Th) ER s A
.
He could not accomplish much for God.

AN FEBE AP AECE 22 (S

He became ineffective because he allowed his
anger to take hold.

AR M AL, FOvb kT 1A
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My listening friends, | want to tell you
something that comes to you directly from the
Word of God.

RERA, EEVMR, MRTE UL 4
Unless you deal with your anger and surrender
your anger, God will not bless you or use you.

INRARAIZER] H SRS, A SR
fiE P AR o

How should we react when testing times come?

AL B TR 56 e 2

In two ways, according to verse 21.

21 WEIRRRAT, AWM T

One:

%—:

lay aside evil.

B — ) B AR

Two:

%::

receive the implanted Word of God.

AU PR I8

James sees the human heart as a garden that, if

left to itself, the soil will produce only weeds;
SN RO e o lE 7, AR AV
e A A

so, he urges us to pull out the weeds and to
prepare the soil for the implanted Word of God.

FTEL, Al FRATTZE AR RO L AR B, TR O
SRAA P )

It is utter foolishness to try to receive the Word
of God into the soil of your heart when your

heart is full of weeds of anger, bitterness, envy
and resentment.

RBENFERZ, DR RWR. F
B RGP R Z8 AR R IS i SRR A P I

All these weeds are going to choke off the seed
of the Word.

By, R XA SfOHmES T, Ahe
‘{;/io

You can read the Bible as long as you want and
it will have no effect. Why?

T r e —E I ES, AW At
2 We ?

Because you have not pulled out the weeds of
anger.

BRI AR AT 1 B R o RS U 2
How do you get rid of the weeds?

TEREHRRE?
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First, by confessing and asking God to forgive
you.

B, RERAMIALE, SRABURIR.

Second, by asking God to plow the hardness of
your heart.

HIR, SRAPHFRARRIBE RO HT, (8 SR

Thirdly, by saying, “Lord, let Your Word take
so much of a hold in my life that the weeds will
not be allowed to come back.”

= R EU: MW, SRARETE RO
AR KA, AEARBEIRE AR, 7
How does the Word do this in your life?

EREA BELL MR TE VR A TR AR e ?

Certainly not by opening the Bible and looking
for a quick ten-minute fix.

HIRARA A — B Eam e,

When you read the Word of God, ask yourself
the following questions:

FEBLEZ IR, ARE R E LA A
Is there an example for me to follow?
X4, HERAERT B ?

Is there a command for me to obey?

AEA RS B We?

Is there any error for me to avoid?

A A EEAR T G B AR TE ?

Is there any sin for me to renounce?

A T EIRAE L R TR EEN ?

Is there any promise for me to claim?

A EA T E PR B AR e ?

Is there any new thought about God?

O FHH A FT BN RTE?

Is there any new thought about the Lord Jesus
Christ?

s T HRBRA AT H ) e ?

Is there any new thought about the Holy
Spirit’s ministry in my life?

X 2RI THBAT, A BAH RS
g 2

But notice something else James said.
TS PR B A — R

He said you receive this Word with meekness.
s, ISR 0O oRATZ A R IE

Most people think that meekness means
weakness.

W2 NINH, BT ERET .
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No, but meekness is the opposite of wrath.
ANt SR SRR TR S S

When you receive the Word of God with
meekness, it means that you accept it.

AR IR ORI HE, REi%ER
T HE: o

It means that you don’t argue with it.
XEWE, IRASREKE.,

It means that you honor it as God’s own words.
XEWE, IREEMEIE.

It means that you don’t twist it to conform to
your thinking.

XEWE, IRIFAHEMRERIESIRE C
0=

It is so important that you not only read and
comprehend the Word of God, but that you
obey the Word of God.

[a] S AT ER R ) T [E SR L, (LR A I
FNEE N E L,

Let us read together verses 22 to 25.
PEFRAIT— R L 22 3 25 75 .
AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.

(L) MESH—5 22-25715

James is saying that if a person reads the Bible
regularly, but he or she lives their life the same
way as unbelievers, then reading the Bible is
like reading the newspaper.

MU, WR—NMANEHEEE, (AfhE
TS IEAERAME ERN—FE, B4, Rk
Yo, BEELMNERARBAT A P

It will not change you.
KA, FABEBATR,

James said it is like the person who gets out of
bed and he looks in the mirror, and what does
he see?

FER YL, IR — D NER G BT, b
B IWATA T

He sees whiskers and disheveled hair, yellow
teeth and bleary eyes;

fihE B B IR, FELRSk K. —HE
T AV AR B B PR 5

and he walks away and a few minutes later, he
forgets what he looked like;

BAbh—ETF, BERIEUS 7 H SRR B
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so he goes to work and somebody notices this
kind of shabby condition,

E¥E, ANEERRAMBLE. B8R
FE,

and he says, “What’s wrong with you?”
Flafh: RS REEAM? 7

And the man will say, “There’s nothing wrong
with me.

f el “BATanF? 7
I looked in the mirror this morning...”

SRR L, BT e

but, you see, the mirror does not improve your
appearance.

A, RERGE, BT ARESCEIRIIGR.

There is no mirror that can shave a man’s
beard,

B — 8] LA RE BT
or comb your hair,

B IRk,

or brush your teeth.

B R

The mirror’s purpose is to show you what you
need to do;

BT RS URIR: IR ZAE 4

so, reading the Bible does not do a bit of good
if you are not willing to obey God’s Word.

Rl AR SRURANEAT A TE, T AR R 2R
Ze, Wi S LB BT .

When we look into the Bible, we see our faults,
AN EHF XL RIRHE, BATRIE K E
R

we see the weakness of our faith,

TATE R A E O A
our jealousies,

FATHI W

our greed,

our idolatry,

FR&,

our backbiting;
5N 5

but just seeing these smudges and blemishes
does not take them away.

BiE, AE BIXLLys SRR IE S, 1R
A BREEN.
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The Bible exposes our sins;
EL PR TREE

but we are the ones who have to ask for
cleansing.

EFRATT 2T SRAP R 1A T o

People who hear the Word of God, but do not
obey It, are candidates for frustration.

ARARATT R W e g, AN, FA
TE =R

Why?

N AW ?

Because they are hearers of the Word and not
doers of It.

BRI BRAT TR W & T AATIE N
But guess what? This is not new.
PRAENTE ? XA RAT A FT S

Six hundred years before Christ, the Prophet,
Ezekiel, was preaching to the children of Israel.
FEF RIS AR, SEsn LG 45 yFE 45 DA
(V71PN

They were coming and sitting and listening and
soaking up the words;

AT, ARLETR BLITE, L TRFERE,
but God saw what was happening.

{EREE BIMATROE S .

He saw their hearts;

G BIABATI P s

and He did not like what He saw.
FAZ TS W

Listen to what God said in Ezekiel 33:31.
T fAE LAPG 45 15 33 3 31 35 HL T Ui fR i
AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.

GHEEZ) DI 33 %= 31

How does obedience to the Word of God
manifest itself?

BATHHE, XERAE AN

What is the fruit of not only reading and
hearing the Word of God, but also doing it?

Wrid, HATIEMER BN ?

Verses 26 and 27 give us the answer.
26 T A1 27 T U RATE %

154. When James talks about religion here, the word
has nothing to do with ceremonies and rituals.

MESAEX BT E W, AR ITERRH
ACAIFLTT

155. Pure religion means the practice of God’s Word
and sharing It with others.
ANERE A2, SCEMIE, JES5MmAS
EAPHE .

156. How do you do that?
PRERESRATIE ?

157. When you hear God’s Word, as we speak It to
you right now, what do you do with 1t?
IEAARIAE T IR P R HIE, IR ERESE
HH R e ?

158. Do you keep them to yourself,
e CHe?

159. or do you share them with others?
A il A5 202

160. God blesses us in order that we may be a
blessing to others.

TR 2 FAT], AR FRATTRE B9 N B o
161. This is a biblical principle.
XA LA R .

162. The first manifestation of a practicing Christian
is that you have your tongue under control.
—MTIER R EE, fhE AR, AR
B E O k.

163. Why is the tongue, or speech, or what we say,
S0 important?
Tt adzks FIEMBATIR R, XA
H N ?

164. Because the tongue reveals what is in the heart.
PRI DAy =k RE AT R £ O B 1 2 2 R oK

165. The Bible teaches that what comes out of your
mouth reveals what’s really in your heart.

ELHFEATU, N OB, R
K

166. If your lips are not moving in praising God, it is
because your heart is not thankful to God.
IRARE AR BERE S, w0 B R0 A
SR

167. If your lips are always criticizing, it is because
there is in your heart a critical spirit.

AR AR S o2 LR T, At Ul B IR
— e TR .
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If your mouth is cursing, it is because your
heart has not come completely under the
control of God.

IARRA SR IEH, AR R 1A 58
BRI o

May I ask you a personal question?

L3 ) PR — A i

Do you criticize, or do you encourage?

PR ERHETEE, bR sile?

Do you bless, or do you curse?

PR ERBUARE, A2 FEiHWE?

Do you build up, or tear down?

PR EREALE, bR ?

In Matthew 12:34, Jesus said, “...out of the

flow of the heart, the mouth speaks.”

TR KAR & 12 3 34 TTARE, HE R
Coon BT ARS, HEELE R 7

The second characteristic of a practicing

Christian is that he is compassionate.

BERSATE IR B AE I S8 ANMRHIE R . X A
TR A o

Compassion is love in action.

RS2 PASEBRIAT AR Z AN

It is love with hearts and hands and feet and
resources and talents.

ARG FRATH T FRATHI A —D)
B AT RER N
It means doing something for others.

g, EARMAIRS

It means you don’t get wrapped up in yourself
and your plans;

w2 u, RAZRBE D, BRER.

then, there is a third characteristic that separates
Christians from the rest of the world.

Fh, FEEAEEH 5N B H S =AM
fiE.

The third characteristic is separation from the
world.

X =ARER S RGO, AN
GetthAs

Now, the word "world™" here, means "a society
without God."

FERXH, R XATRRSE A
R
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It is the same word here as we were told in the
Scripture, that Satan is the prince of this world.

EAT, 5 H AT B2 R —A S
X, WL UE A A

How do we get separated from the world?
BAVEREA fe ST 73 7 We ?

Do we run into the mountains?

T AN A 5 B B R 1L 22 AR L 2R 2
Do we hide from people?

e AT RAS WL ?

No.

AR

James is saying that, by your very

righteousness and holy living, you are standing
out.

MER UL A A SCHAT ARG AR, AR
LRES LA B Y -
People may ridicule you for it.

EAZPR DN SN Al T S i

You may suffer rejection and mockery from the
world,;

WYF, AREIE A2 2T A HE A R % .

but, nonetheless, you stand tall for God and for
God’s principles and values.

SR, ARAD & AR P LB 5 SR T AL o

The temptation always is that we so subtly get
maneuvered into compromising.

P KR, A A Z ) 1.

You compromise on one issue; then, those who
saw you compromising on one issue, they
would say, “Well, you did it before. You can
do it again...”

UARAOR G A — PR AU AR s, R
S NFURR YL “BRARIRELAT#RSOE,  AR
] AR e e

and, then, the next area,

RIEWe, Wtafs TR,

and the next area,

AT R,

and, before you know it, you are conforming to
the world’s standards.

FAEZTER TN, REL5H IRt AP
I

Lot is the best example of this.
B 13l B AT BT
First, he pitched his tent toward Sodom,

e, AR B 2 BT [ SCREKA,
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near Sodom,
T AR T 22 3,
close to Sodom,
R BT BT 2 1Y,
overlooking Sodom.

RV ESER

The next step was that he moved into Sodom;
K, TNEHRGE i 2 B

but, then, the third step was, before long,
Sodom moved into him.

g, AAZ A, MR 2 1Ak
H,

Lot lost his testimony, even with his own
family;
P EAHCHERE, KK T IIE;

and, when judgment fell upon Sodom, Lot lost
everything.
P 2 T EBCK IR, PHRRE T V).

Jesus, on the other hand, was unspotted,

FEXT ), HRSEK E3 o B,

undefiled by the world;

A SR FR AT

yet, it was said of Him that He was a friend of
publicans and sinners.

SRTT, N AN iR B AN SR N AL

The Word of God, and obedience to It, can help
you to develop and grow into a full stature of
Christ;

SBLAT A TE 7T LT R A S B R &
and this is the third step in the twelve steps for
growing up;

XA B R A A K AN BRE RS =
IR

and | pray that God will use it to bless your life.
VB A LA R ) A o A

Until next time, | wish you God’s richest
blessing.
FATF =T H B, ARG RS
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