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Hello, listening friends.

SREMIAR, ARG

We are glad you tuned in to listen to the rest of
this program.

RE%, PRBEWIT XA R AT H

We are in the midst of a series of messages
from the Epistle of James.

RTMEHERRINER, HANCERE R
kT
In this broadcast, we will discuss step number

six in the twelve-step program for spiritual
maturity.

SR, BAVEHREE A Gy AP IR
BHHND,

James tells us that the control of the tongue is
one of the most important steps toward
Christian maturity.

MES T URIERAT, Wk E CHE k2B
T K R B PR —

Let us review the previous steps.
HAPRE S — T LA PR,

Step number one
FHAP IR,

is rejoicing in the middle of trials.
FAERHPEE IR

Step number two

HAPIR,

is saying "no" to temptation.
SR AAIRI 51155

Step number three

Spe ——

H=APIR,

is obeying the Word of God.
e IEATFHIE .

Step number four

FHIA LI,

is loving the unlovable.

e B MBEEATTZ N

Step number five
HOADIE,
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is living out your claim of faith.

FEIE AR L IR R

Today, in step six, we turn to the taming of the
tongue.
SREPHEANDTERGE, EHkE 2K
ik

Why is that important?

A R S o 3K 4, B 2

Because an uncontrolled tongue can slice up
someone’s reputation.

PR — B BN A7 Sk, AT LSS — A
N4
It can destroy someone’s dream,

B AT DA AR AR
or shatter a beautiful relationship.

SN GRSTLVNC S SIS

An uncontrolled tongue can shatter lives and
destroy marriages.

— N A BRI S AT RAAEAR A A5 0 A
LS

Too much idle talk tears down our ability to be
good witnesses for Christ.

I 5 PRAELE IR IO T ASE I ILAIE Y BE

It destroys our credibility and discredits our
Savior.

EHRBRBATELE, UERLA 42 2%
=

The ability to curb our tongue is a mark of
Christian maturity.

RE T B DI Sk IR B R AR &

James, as usual, does not mince words in the
way he deals with the subject.

HESPRFFM— DT B AR X, SR A
[ R, R A PR

Turn with me, please, to Chapter 3, beginning
at verse 1, all the way to verse 12.

B =5, WETTE, —HE 12
e GHERA0
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In verse 1, James begins with speaking to those
who always want to be taken to a place of
prominence.

T E, AR IFHE IR B4 X
S FARIRREIN

Let me paraphrase to you verse 1 of Chapter 3.
EFACE — 2 @A TR Y — K.
"Stop and think before wanting to step in a
position of leadership."”

WA AR BRI A, IREE
FH »”

it o

Why is James saying this?
MES AT A EEX AU E ?
Because those who are in leadership pay a

heavy price and will be judged by God in a
much stricter standard.

BRIy P ARSI, FRELAS H B 22 AR T,
I ELEE 32 3450 5 ™ 10 6 )

The Bible is full of examples of those who have
thought that leadership in the church is an
opportunity for gain.
ELPHIRZH T, AT — O ABRLE A BAE
Sitdr,  PAOAAS AT

Gehazi, Elisha’s assistant, coveted the gift
Naaman the Syrian brought to his master, and

his master turned it down, and Gehazi was
struck with leprosy with his whole family.

WA eI i 45 AMITD AL, B ARITD
UG, MBI FEEM SRR 45
Ry AT 2SR BT ORI o

Ananias and Sapphira thought that they could
deceive the Holy Spirit of God, and both
dropped dead on the spot.

W2 JE MEAAR B A Dy 28 R w] DUGE Y,
DRI, SOURUE] 58 A2 A ARE BT R

Do you aspire to leadership?
i B A A 2

Then, you must learn the biblical correction;
not crude criticism.

W, WEZIJHEAEMNERET, AR
B ELHIATE VT o

Learn discipline, not domination.
AR, A RE R

Learn authority, not autocracy.

FARNLBAE, AR

Learn leadership, not lordship.

AT, A ESCRCAA -
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James gives us a warning against carnal
ambitions and against critical attitudes.

HES B XA WG 70 P S BN R
Why this warning?

A B AR AT 2

Because those who aspire leadership will be
judged strictly.

IR e — O A8 EAR IR, K2 5
5 H A

James includes himself in the leadership of the
church by saying “we.”

IR BB ISR, FREAH] <A XA
], HEhad TEC.

My listening friends, | want you to hear me
correctly.

PoRZ IR, WEERERIT I
Whether you are a formal teacher or not,

TRIRRAE DL HRIZZIN,

if you are a Christian living in this world, you
are involved in teaching in some way.

SO SE BRI A B, e ind,
TREAERTT T AN L H

We are teaching our friends.
FATBZHATHI AL
We are teaching our spouses.

HFIATHIBC AR
We are teaching our neighbors.
HFEATHATE .
We are teaching our children;

BN T

and that is why James goes on to say that it is
important for us to watch what we say; all of
us,

KR A RE T, B B0 3RAT]
FrP it il & — DA L.
because all of us shall render an account for
what we say in the Day of Judgment.

oy, ZEARHT, RAIHMENE S
A EE AR T T S K
Jesus said, “By your words, you shall be

justified and, by your words, you shall be
condemned.”

HRERYE:  “PRONERARIE, EI/RA L
BRIRNE, ERA AR, 7
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If, by your tongue, you confess Jesus Christ to
be Lord of your life, you are saved and on your
way to Heaven;

R AR AN BB BRIE B A VRS NI, ARt
AT LA
but, if you say, “I don’t accept that Jesus is

God...,” then, you already condemned yourself
to Hell.

B, WRARY:  “IARZIRIRZ L
w7 AR E L E SR E T UK.

Nobody condemned you. Your own tongue has
condemned you.

ARMNEMRITE, RARE CHE S E R
Ik,

What we say with our mouth is very important.
BRI, FATEEPT iR, A E R,

It is very important.

B ARR B,

It is eternally important;

X B B R B

and that is why the psalmist in Psalm 141, verse
3, said,

X AR AMERER 141 R 5 3 717 X
B

“Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord;
“HRATAEIRT, SRAREE IEIRI H,

keep watch over the door of my lips...”

i 22 =0 P

and, in verses 3, 4 and 5, James wants us to
comprehend what a powerful force our tongue
can be.

MR P =53, 4, 5H, HELERNE
B, HEhEZAMEE,

He said it is like a bit in the mouth of a horse,
i, SR e L e A — A,

or the rudder in the ship.

WM LR —R% .

These are small components in comparison to
the size of the horse or the ship, but they have
powerful effect and control.

MARRAE,  WEPRFIERS T S e ik id, R
AL RAR N C, AR EATTEIA 5K
ARG PR
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That is why Proverbs 10:11 said, “The mouth
of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the
harsh word stirs anger.”

XA N A 10 & 11 7K R :
NI R Ar R, SR B SEHCE A
I:Io »

In other words, from our lips can come out
words of love and comfort,

PG, RATHI O AT LR H 262 RN e i
[,

words of encouragement, and wisdom and
inspiration,

R B E R NGRS B,

words of faith that can lead men and women to
the Lord Jesus Christ;

R AT N YA ) 3 BRER IR B 145 0 2 1] 5
yet, from that same tongue can come sarcastic
comments and insinuating remarks,

SR, FHRFERE SL, FRATH R LUK X
L 25 NS S,

can come a critical statement or a lie,

K LTS I AR

can come unfounded rumors, or a piece of
misinformation.

WA 2 S 2 0.
Each of these can destroy.

B FEER 2 A N4 75

By our tongues, we can boldly speak the truth,
even at the risk of suffering.

P Sk, BRATAT LA fe A IR H S

By the power of words, we can change the
world.

IG5, AT AR

Mary, the Queen of Scots, once said that she
was more afraid of the tongue of John Knox
than ten thousand fighting men, because John
Knox preached the truth;

IME A FII G A vt R FH N5
VST, BEOAR AT E PR BB — A
ik B B
yet, with our tongue we can injure, and we can
Kill reputations.

SR, FRATTAE Skt AT DG N 42 2538 1
1
Think about this.

ARYIAR

“
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Probably, none of us will purposely, physically
injure another person;

PANB VA HEE D F AR S

but just about all of us will speak angry words
to someone else.

B, & PNEHIANER.

It is so much easier to sin with our tongue than
to sin just about any other way.

FE SRR LE AR AT e 5 SRR R 5 19
ES

No wonder James said if you control the
tongue, you control all other areas of your life.

MEREAER UL, W ARIRBERI ARGk, IRELARENS
A S

In the remaining part of this passage, verses 5
to 12, James tells us how to tame our tongues.

MEE 5 R 1277, MRS IRRAVEREE
FATRIE Sk,

Verse 5 tells us it is because of the fatal effect
that the tongue can have.

555 A URIRAT, IR Sk P R S R
R e,

The tongue, if untamed, will become like a
spreading blaze.

BRI, WRAEAE SR HTE, BB ik
KR

I have seen the effect of fires.

F W SR MR 3k R P SR B I R

It destroys everything around it.

EBCK T BRI AR

Let me tell you a true story.
R G URR— A L .

There was once a woman who constantly
spread false rumors about her pastor.

A3 NS AT AT A HOT 3

She always criticized everything he did,;

St s 2 X AU I ) — D1 2 I e B

but, one day, she realized the seriousness of
what she was doing,

g, AR, WORREHSE,

and she went to him to confess and ask for
forgiveness;

T, M RIPBOTING, IFE KA A

then, she asked, “Is there anything I can do to
make up for what I have done?”

LR, M BOm S CABCR T AR R
KL RIIHL=WE? 7
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He said, “Yes.
Bomt: “Hm. ”
Get a pillowcase full of feathers and go up on

top of the hill and open the pillowcase and let
all the feathers go.”

PRELZ—ANEWH P B SRBNL T X, 4T
FREkLs, HPEREIZ ., 7
She followed his instructions and, then, went

back to the pastor and said, “I did what you’ve
asked me.”

A NIRRT, AR5,
[FERXTHOM B “ 3R O & BRE R 1 I 2245
T R »”

He said, “Now, go back and gather every one of
these feathers.”

BOmt:  “BAE, R, JEHrA KRS
17 L

She said, “But that’s impossible!
ANV 7 AT, AR AT RE R !

There is no way I can find all these feathers
WA REK B A RHE T 7

He said, “That’s exactly right; nor will you be
able to undo the damage you did with your
tongue.”

MomEIZ 3. “RFE, ARWATTREIRAMERH
Tk PTE . 7

How can a tongue be the spark that creates a
huge fire?

kIR B SRR R ?

There are five different ways.

A A AR 84T .

First, by speaking idle words.

ACRE

This means that we speak about an issue when
we do not know all the facts.

EEAE, XIREIAIIEA TSR, &%
I

We just speak about the matter because it
makes us feel important.

HEATH VAU AR, DREAC
HEWHAL, MR KEREN.

A good cure for this is Proverbs 4:24.

XX AP RS S 1 4: 2471,
“Put away perversity from your mouth; keep
corrupt talk far from your lips.”

“ORERR R L, FEAIB M. 7

",
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Secondly, the tongue causes damage by uttering
profanity.

B, BB,

If you’re a person who speaks profanity and

curses all the time, chances are your heart is not
right with God.

IARARFE — AR FEBALH I, AR L
MRAA L E

Listen to what Paul said.
TR Z BT 14

PLEASE READ EPHESIANS 4:29 HERE.
GEHELIBAT S 4. 29)

WIS E, —AATHE, R EEHERE
FUNBEEAE, YT AT 8 AL

Thirdly, the tongue burns by insinuation.
= E kT U X K

That is saying a word to stir up discussion or to
fan discontentment.

WU —AER LLS RS S, BN
HITE 2

Proverbs 16:28 says,

%5 16 75 28 Tk

“A perverse man stirs up dissention, and a
gossip separates close friends.”

“ el NI S SR ES IR . 7

Fourthly, the tongue burns by magnifying the
faults of others.

0, Ak RO IR

You might be constantly pointing out to your
spouse his weakness and make him or her feel
inadequate all the time.

WEFRAWIHAR ST URBECIR AR AL, PABLL A
AR REIIR B B
Psalm 64:3, “They sharpen their tongues like

swords and aim their words like deadly
arrows.”

Trks 64 w508 37l MBS W), K
MRS, R TR, 7
Fifth, a tongue burns not only by what it says,
but, also, by the way in which it says it.

Tk KRR EE FRhig s, AMUETE
Ui A4, TR B AR .

The way we say things can be just as important
as what we say;

FATVEAE 7 AN FAT I T 2ot 4, [RIFERY

HE,
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so, where do we go from here?

Rl BATTERE A 1 W ?

Can anybody just decide that he or she is just
going to control their tongue?

T B RIS S 1 e ?
James’ answer is, "no!"

MESHIRIE R “Amrae! 7

In fact, James said that you can tame wild
animals and wild beasts easier than taming the
tongue.

bR b, MESU, IR SREE IR — kB
MR Z

The untamed tongue is a visible example of
man’s inability, in which he finds himself
sometimes crying out with the Apostle Paul,
NTCEH R Sk, A IRATTIEEATE . B
i EROR D A RS, W i

“For what I do is not the good | want to do,
but the evil I don’t want to do, I keep doing!”
WHTR BN, FIAME AR
&, REEME
Humanity can control spaceships out in the
outer atmosphere, and can control all kinds of
modern technology, but they cannot control the

hearts or the wills from which overflows the
words of the mouth;

NFERT AR A RS B i, R
IR AR, B AATTERTE i IR0 BL A
MG BT ) 5 T

and that leads James to ask a rhetorical question
in verses 9 to 12.

FrLL, FEXAEQF| 12795, T 1 x
I\lﬂ o

The tongue cannot equally bless and curse at
the same time.

Sk ANGE A I U AR A ST H A 13T
This is no more possible than salt water and
fresh water can flow out of the same spring.

I —ASRIFTE, ASBER B PR ZKOK

It is as impossible as getting figs out of a
grapevine;

&I EANBEAR AR

so it is with the spiritual life.

FA1)E R A a2 —FE .

You cannot sing praises to God and, then, turn
around and curse your spouse.

TRABE RSN, SOUHARIIBC AR -
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You cannot teach your children about God and,
then, put them down and destroy their spirit.

TRASRE — T BRI L2 AR, 5y — T &)
Iy HESBARIE .

You cannot claim to talk with God one moment
and, then, be spiteful the next.

PRANEE — M SRR s, A — X A AP IR .

You cannot speak the language of Zion in one
moment and, then, stab someone in the back
with criticism in the next.

AR =LA, —LENH A
PR, .

This is the kind of inconsistency that James is
speaking about;
XA T4 B JE RS s

and that is why James said, “My brothers, this

should not be!” This thing is not only
inconsistent, but it is iniquitous.

KRN AR UL IR WD, XA
ARLFEL 7 XA TJE, 1 H 2R
1.

You and I might not be able to tame the loose
tongue or the angry heart, or the critical spirit,
or the controlling attitude;

PRy WA TIERI AR IATEL G E ks PR
G, HETER ST ANGF A PR S

but God, the Holy Spirit can.

B2, ERBEYIIRZE DI,

The blood of Jesus can cleanse us, and sets us
free;

HR R (1 5 1 m] BLBE AT, FFERAMSLLE
H s

and this is the Good News that | bring you,
today.

XA A R EAT 4 VR E B -
God can do anything, but God wants for you to
genuinely repent and humbly ask.

MEEM I —V), (H R AR M O
LR N CIE LR P I

"Lord, I repent of my sin.

“EM, IR AR T M

| truly want to give You the control of my heart
and tongue..."

RARAK G TR APk

then, believe with all of your heart that there is
power in the blood of Jesus.

SRJRWE, AREE A UAE SR HR SR 5 12 K
AT -

148. It is my prayer that you’ll do exactly that;
FEARAE A Pl S 3 SEAT R

149. and, until we meet again, [ wish you God’s
richest blessing.

o, BATE U HAR, AR
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