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Hello, listening friends.

SREMIAR, IRE!

It is a delight for us to join you once again.

R ARSI BAT T H

My listening friends, if you are just joining us,
we are continuing in our study of the life of
Abraham.

AN RARAE 5 — ST XA H S, AT IE
YA RIPAT R AR B

Today, we are going to focus on the freedom
that is found in the truth.
SRFANEF R B PREH.

I read an article which stated that a poll was
taken by a widely circulated magazine.

LB — R SRR B — AR AR &
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The poll stated that people lie more now than
they did 10 years ago.

B S 18 M BE ARG LT 2

And it says that 7 out of 10 people said that
they were dissatisfied with the current
standards of honesty.

SRS = hi i AN L SR S Wi PR AN DR
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"Lying is an indispensable, socially adaptive
virtue. We could not survive without it."
“HTE O OB S RNIAT N, AT R
D AR CIE A 7

An article entitled... "The Truth About Lying"
had the following information.

A—RCERPREE:  “HOtHEMA” , H
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In the old view lying, like other issues of
morality, was seen only in black and white.

MABTIIASS “Hilie” AR, stEHAbAnE
AT RS, RASM.
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Children were taught that all lying was bad, and
"deserving of strict punishment."”

MMIBFEZE, rETS AT, #k
H sz g . 7
In the new view;

SRTMAEFT W &,

“today some lying is considered normal.”
“EH RIS WA NIER . 7

“In fact, a child's first few lies are seen as an

important step in development of self.”

“HESE P -AMZEIMRU LTS, &MtH)E
HIRK R HEEDYR, 7

I have found some amazing statistics in the
research data in another book.

WAEFAI =S, KT — L4 NIHUF T
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It says that “Most people lie.”

Forp s “ R N . 7

“They lie more that we have ever thought
possible before the study.”

“HATTRORE R B, EE BRI E XA TR R B
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“But they told us the truth about how much
they lie."

CEZ AT IS URIRATT, ABATIE X A
H9:.
The authors found the following information
TEE KILL T BT8R,
91% of people lie regularly.

A2t —RAZE R
The majority of people find it hard to get
through the week without lying.

KA NS B -

And when it comes to premeditated lies... 1in 5
can't make it through a single day without
lying.

T RLZIEM T, AP HE A, &
VAN S OR ) T

They said that men lie more than women

fibAT T8 55 PR LE A tE 2 .
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And that young men lie more than older men.

TR H AR LFEL R BANZ

And that unemployed people lie more than
those with jobs.

B TAFRI LA TR 2

And that the poor lie more than the rich.
HHPER L E B £

The most frightening finding of all is that 2 out
of 3 of the people in this survey believe there is
nothing wrong with lying.

WA NBHPZE, XgiHigEEE =" AF
BN EE T ARAT S

How do we as believers in the Word of God
face this epidemic...

FATHEREIERIN, 2B AR X B
NP
an epidemic which is invading the lives of

Christians and entering our churches with
incredible speed?

X A LA N B AR N B, Bkt
AR A

First, | want to tell you that lying is a
stronghold.

BB IRR, MosiB e — Bk m s
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It is like an addiction... or lust... or bitterness.
TR . AR EET R R
Itis like... laziness... or fear... and... a host of

other strongholds that invade the Christian
mind.

EERE . R 2R R B AR A Y 5
KETT—H.

A stronghold can only be dealt with decisively
and ruthlessly...

IXFERR A0 25 EEAE SRARE T U € Y et 500
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not half-heartedly or by rationalizing it.

7 AN B AR S T B DARORR A 1R 1 (R
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As we continue in our series of studies from the
life of Abraham...

FEFRA T4k B2 oK A5 25 WA S 28 1) A2 P I

we are going to discover that lying was a
stronghold in Abraham'’s life.

ARG LR B o 7 1 WA R A
First of all...
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we find Abraham and Sarah become
supernaturally and miraculously younger again.

HAVE BNAG R AR A WK E T
o

She becomes younger and very attractive... as
she once was.

i R AGER N REN, BRI EH - F.

Obviously, this supernatural rejuvenation was
given to her by the Lord...

IR, AP U ARG,

so that she may be able to give birth to a child.
XFEM A T VA JLE X

But as both Sarah and Abraham become
younger...

(B2 B WA R P AL R R RS R T
the old strongholds become manifest yet once
again.

SRR IR (G ) SR R R

Please listen carefully my friend.

KRN, EIRE W

With every blessing comes a temptation.
B BUARES AT REFEBEE R

You get into marital problems... you cry to the
Lord...
BURBENIS AR R S, IR AR,
the Lord answers your prayer...

PR FOAR B 5 5

the problem is over...

] R O

God blesses you.

FHIGARZE AR o

But soon after the blessing...
HRSZAR Y I

you focus on the blessing... and forget the
blesser.

RREEE ORI, S EIGRER R
Or you get into financial trouble...
BUERIE R 25 ERE,

And you cry to the Lord,;

NEEEIRS ST

Lord | have not been faithful in the past.
I”W’ ﬁuﬁﬁm%ﬂi'b,

But if you bless me again... | will change.
MEREGES R, e,
The Lord blesses you again...

T, HEGESIR,
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but before long... you go back to the old ways.
HEZ A, IRMEE.

Here Abraham and Sarah go toward the Negev
for a winter vacation

X AR L AR SGEAE B 5 0d &
and then they decide to take a side trip to the
coast of the Gaza strip to a place called Gerar.

Je RABAT TR 5 S BN D 5 5 1 75 B 3L J 4o
HZ.

There they encounter King Abimelech...

FETR BARATTE b W HOR B £,

and there Abraham falls back to his old nature
and lies about Sarah.

FER BNV AR 4 27 R A I, P R DR AR T ik
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By now you would have thought that after the
great spiritual blessings God had given him,

AR5 LU, WAHSLFAS 2AH T AR K
e RtE T )a

after all of the first hand dealings he had with
the Lord,

FEAB S ERAAAEZ )G,

after the lessons he was given in trusting the

Lord,

FEARZE ) VRS IIRZ)S,

after the incredible revelations and seeing the
Lord face to face,

TEAR AT A A AT I
w2 )G,

you would have thought Abraham would have
stopped being afraid.

R PLANEAA R MU DS AN 2> 55 4
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Yet... once again here... as in Egypt... years
before... Abraham tries to pass Sarah off as his
sister.

@E,ﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬁ&%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ,ﬂME
PR ABFR L 2 R R T

King Abimelech admires Sarah's beauty and
takes her to his palace.

RIAR o N S8 2 /S 1€ DA E S T U (WY Ly i =
B,

You can find this in the book of Genesis
chapter 20 verse 2.

fRA] DAAE R THAE =+ 5 5 AR B IXAE AL
Bo
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There she was once again stuck in a
compromising situation...

L — IR AT A SR A B,

a married woman captive in the harem of a man
who is not her husband.

—ACIEHE L, AR SORK A TF
B,

Fortunately again... the Lord bails her out
before Abimelech could touch Sarah...

SEUF, FENPECCKEhSEIE b 2 B, e b
Rk,

the Lord revealed to Abimelech Sarah's true
identity.

Fif s VR PE R SR EC S & 4y o

Unlike the earlier time when Abraham lied to
pharaoh...

SRR b AR 5 [ B [ BR)VEA 2 A g
A A

this time Abraham has reached such spiritual
maturity...

X, WARHPLFEAEE R L T,

that he repents immediately about his lie and
even he prays for Abimelech.

fib S LoV AR, JF HOIE K
BT .

In chapter 21 we finally see the Lord fulfilling
His long expected promise.

A A BEhLEm A, WINATEL
RSVNYS JINVATECE IV

Let’s read that passage.
EIRA TR EX B2 3

Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he
had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he
had promised.

HR AN 35 S B B E B U, A8 HEL A P i
F 25 L SO o
Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to

Abraham in his old age, at the very time God
had promised him.

AR FEZINAR, P 7242, 20
PR H, whas AR h e 7 — DL T
Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah
bore him.

AR L 57 45 b i A 1R L2 44 Y EARE
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When his son Isaac was eight days old,
Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded
him.

DLRICE ToREE\H ,  MEAR L2 B 10 BTy i
(1, 25 LUIAT T HI4L

Abraham was a hundred years old when his son
Isaac was born to him.

L7 AR IR %, ARSI — 0 2

Sarah said, "God has brought me laughter, and
everyone who hears about this will laugh with
me."

Wi MRS,
M=%, ”

And she added, "Who would have said to
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet

I have borne him a son in his old age."
(Gen 21:1 7 NIV)

NMd:  “HERETHSGX AR HL UL, i 7L
TN, PUONEFEZ R R, gt 7 —
MILT . 7

My listening friends, | want you to listen very
carefully.

SRERINA, T BIREH O,

We get impatient because the Lord does not
come through when and how we want him to
come through.

A I PR 9 R 4 B ERATT BT 2 O I T R0 77925
73, ATHA

We get angry with God... because things don't
go our way.
FATFRARS, RO FE AL IRATRR O 40

o

FLIE LA 5 3% —

We wonder off and do our thing... and try to
force God to perform a miracle... when we want
Him to.

FAMWAT O, B E RN IRATAT AL
But through it all... our faithful God holds our
hand... teaches us lessons... watches over us.

INIRFEIXFE, 3SR AL & AR E AT
T, BREAT, BHEIAT

And on His appointed day... God keeps His
promises.

PRI E RIS T, A At ot A R L VF o

Sarah's womb that has long been dead...
became alive again.

WL OLEZARET T, TARRE AL
T

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

Here God had not only demonstrated His
sovereign will...

FEBE, AN B A AL

but He is preparing the world for another
miraculous birth nearly 2,000 years later...

M 2 O TN T2 S 4R 5 5 IR A D I
4,

but the later birth will be of a virgin who would
deliver the Messiah.

FEMEE DT A, A A2 TR BRI A

In Genesis 21 verses 3 to 7 we see the
following.

Gttid — - —& B =20, RATE R,
In obedience to the Lord's direction for the sign

of the covenant Abraham circumcised Isaac on
the 8th day.

AR FL AT By I, 7R DU A2 S 5\
RNABFEATEIAL, AERNSLARIE S .

In verse 8 of chapter 21 we see Isaac grew up...
T B\, ATE WL LU R
K,

possibly around the age of 5...
KMEAEAR T A
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a big feast was held on the occasion of his
weaning.

FECLHM A B, WARRL S R AR
Ji o

But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the
Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking,

I, A WAR M N E R A AR S AT A
LRk,

and she said to Abraham, "Get rid of that slave
woman and her son, for that slave woman's son
will never share in the inheritance with my son

Isaac.”
(Gen 21:9 10 NIV)

X WARPL P, “RITIRAE Lo At )L
D B Z ) LF AT 53R LF LA
W [F Az, 7

In verse 9 Sarah notices in the midst of the
festivity... past sins came to haunt them.

FILICHE, SRR iR, R
FEL g A AT



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Ishmael had developed a sibling rivalry and he
was resenting Isaac.

PASEFAL G P2 A 1 5 SR A RO, Atk
AC AR LLRC
By this time Ishmael was about 17 years of age.

X PASEH R +-E% A A .

Sibling rivalry is part of the original sin.

UV STETTEO T o a pi S P 5 = 428 ] D R I |

We see it first between Cain and Abel...
WA VBRI ZRBANTAR & W3,

and it continues today.

HESRUFIBAELE

Abraham had thought that Ishmael was the
fulfillment of God's promise

AR S5 AN DS B AR gl A2 A N VT ) 5K
B,

but Isaac came along.

B JE R B A T

Ishmael's position became irrevocably different
and he doesn't like it.

PASEFESA A B B e 7, AR AR EIX
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So throwing a huge party for Isaac... made
things worse for Ishmael.

NUMHCRARGE N, B84 DASEEAIAER

The conflict between Ishmael and Isaac has
very deep spiritual implications.

DASEEG A AN DU TR R, i A VR 1R
RIS

It symbolizes the conflict in the Christian life.
BRAEAE BB A dr L b

And | want to tell you more about this.

FRAE PR N HiUR /R R TR IX 7 THT R 5

But because our time is almost over

BEASREAIN T EEZAZR T,

and I want to spend more time in explaining
these important truths,

T FEH 2 R [H] PR AR AR X e B B )
H,

| want to encourage you to tune in next time to
hear how we deal with these conflicts in life

ISR — IR ARG, FRATZ A e T %o
A g X e bt
until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.

AR K HIARZ IR, BAT N IRE 2.



