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THE CROSS - 2
SECTION A 13. Because the core of the cross is self-giving it is
FH difficult to explain it to a generation that wants
to get and take all the time.
1. Hello listening friends, we are delighted that RN+ AR s BE e B FRAmE, ET—
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you are listening to us again.

SRR MR, AR SRR B IX AN
H.

We have been talking about the cross of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

AT R @ H 2 B ERIE B+ 748,

The cross is one of the most misunderstood
symbols in the world.

o B B AR A S TR AR — R 5
And yet the cross is central to the Christian
faith.

SR+ 2R R B B M o

The cross needs to be understood because you
have to either accept it or reject it.

RS AR iR, e g e, KR
WA+ 2R

But you need to understand it before you make
your decision.

FEAR DR E A EE W]

You may see a cross on top of churches.
R e BT EE WA 2E,

You may see the cross worn as an adornment.

TR WNTBEE 7 2RAFE et b

Some even tattoo the cross on their skin.
HEHENTFRENEERL Y.

I have met people who were wearing a cross
but they did not know the true meaning of the
Cross.
WINRELABE 7R, AP +T5
HIERE X

Why?

2 We?

Because our generation is becoming more and
more self-centered and self-focused it is

becoming harder and harder to comprehend the
meaning of the cross.

AT AR NBRE K, TET AR,
fEFRATARAE R 5 2R A o

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

ANYER AR AR, ARATE A AT ]
R o

The very core of the Christian faith is built on
self-giving.

B AUS IR, e IR .

The very essence of the gospel is in serving.
AR HHG SO RSN

The very message of the cross is that the perfect

and the sinless died for the unworthy and
undeserving.

TR E B AU e R AR, AR RIEA
LD p7

It is not by accident that the early church chose
the cross as their symbol.

VIR A 2 g L7 BN GAEE ML 5
2R AR

They could have chosen the crib or a manger in
which the baby Jesus was born.

AbATT R AT DLE R HR SR E A= i BT F Y S5 4 Dy id
=3
They could have chosen the carpenters bench at

which Jesus worked as a young man in
Nazareth.

AATT R AT DLk 6 HB SR 5 4 72 = MO AR T
AT ARG il 5.

They could have chosen the boat from which he
taught the crowd in Galilee.

AbATTRRT DAk 436 HIS SR A 1R R 805 A AR T
I HIAE 91e 5 .

They could have chosen the apron he wore
when he washed the apostles feet.

AT R T LG SRR SR 1 A8 e RS P 2 ) [
Wit T,

They could have chosen the stone which was
rolled from the mouth of the empty tomb.

A TAC T B RS 2 B 0 0 B 1
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They could have chosen a throne symbolizing
his divine sovereignty.

AT AT DU — D5, RALHRBRA 251
s

They could have chosen a dove symbolizing the
holy spirit coming from heaven.

A A DA RS T, Gk RIEAEHL
Ry ko

Any of these seven symbols would have been
suitable to emphasize one or more aspects of
Jesus’ ministry.

L EXERMIES, A — AR AR ERER
F R AR B 1

But instead they saw all of these come together
in the symbol of the cross.

SRTTABAT TENAE + 7 38 B4R BIX — DI S A

In fact, the crucifix with the figure of Jesus
attached to the cross was not known and not
used until the sixth century.

b, A ERERH BHARET AR+ 3R B
BR, R3] BNMLA THRPAE
Why?

Ht A

Because the early Christians believed as we do
that the cross is empty like the tomb.

ORISR ZAT A REERARAE 1 25
BBk, HSRCEAFEAE 1.

The price has been paid.

A AT -

The redemption is complete.
HURE 2 Ty 58 o

The perfect sacrifice has been offered.

e R Ok L.

That is why the cross and not the crucifix is our
symbol.

PR+ 284 RBANIL S, AR E
HRRAR BT S 4% B AL Aol o

But the cross and the crucifixion of our Lord
did not happen in a vacuum.

SR R4 BT - SR ARAE IR B A 1

In this broadcast and in the next, | am going to
trace the cross from Genesis to Revelation.

FERXPRIT A, RSAERAER, N
HCERE R, RIRR 72
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For thousands of years before Jesus’
incarnation the cross has been in the mind of
God.

TEHRBRFRAE /T L T4, MO EPEgLHE T
+52,

From the beginning of creation God has
instituted the idea of sacrifice.

AN Z 4], R EELE T AR T
7/

God is the one who foreknown what will
happen to His creation through Adam’s sin and

rebellion he is the one who taught Adam the
importance of substitutionary sacrifice.

PR CRTE X A ], AENE 1500 4R
I, Ao e R AR
God is the one who has shepherded his people

into understanding of the concept of self-giving
and self-sacrifice as the price for disobedience.

MR BB SR, WSRO
o
And all of the sacrifices in the Old Testament

were merely a prefiguring of the greatest
sacrifice of all.

PP EIHZ R TR 5%, #TRAE H R IR A
PNUEE

The real and final sacrifice was the sacrifice of
the God-Man, Jesus on the cross of Calvary.

ARG JA AISS, A2 N HRSRAE 1728
RV TNIE A

The book of Hebrews tells us that the blood of
animals could never take away sin.
FRBERERAN, SR MmASfERR 2: 57

BE

Feo

Only the pure blood of the Lamb of God can
take away the sin of the world.

M SRR A0S I, A BERR 25t AR
B,
Well, some of you may be asking, well, if the

blood of animals couldn’t take away sin, why
did God institute it.

—EANEE: BRI R A GERRTE, #h
N BT IX I TR AR e ?

I am glad you are thinking about that question,
because | want to answer it.

IREMAE NI IX n) @, 2RI &
=,
First,
H—,
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Every animal that was sacrificed could only
offer a temporary covering for sin.
ABIIRSS, REEE R EREE.

Secondly,

A —a

L~

With every animal that was sacrificed, God was
teaching his people that He is a holy and
righteous God.

BERER LY AR, MR E
o, R 2 A S

He was teaching them that every disobedience
carries with it certain punishment.

WA, NIRRT

He was teaching them that every guilt has to be
transferred to something that was innocent.
PIHCRARAT, PR, #CERBILIEE B
+,

That very animal that was sacrificed was dying
in the place of the guilty Israelite.

VEREMERIZNY), & L Es AR AL
Thirdly,

=,

Animal sacrifice in the Old Testament was to
serve as prefiguring of what Jesus will
accomplish on Calvary’s cross.

IRy iR NAS, TR HRBRAE g (L -+
28 _E PO Y o

Which is the only sacrifice that will perfectly
take away sins forever.

IX R ME—F 58 AT XK I BR IR 4%
Please listen very carefully to what | am going
to tell you.

Vi O T E U

For God’s justice to prevail, guilt must be
punished.
BRRAREA S, TS T IR

For God’s justice to prevail, sin must be dealt
with.

BRAREIA L, AU TR

For God’s justice to prevail, rebellion had to
find a cure.

BRI A S, BAER AR,
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And on the cross, God himself, the most
innocent one of all paid the price for your guilt
and my guilt so that we the guilty ones, may be
set free.

T, Ao, SREAETTFRERN
RIHIFE, AT, LR TRATAT
DS EH.

God’s demand for justice through sacrifice
began in Genesis 3:21.

MREABRESE 2 A I ER, R EITHHIE =%
21 TG 1o
After Adam and Eve deliberately and willfully

broke God’s law that was given to the two of
them.

AWM B SR E R e, BIEZ)E,
God pronounced his sentence upon the two
transgressors.

MR AR AR %2 A

And he then slain an innocent animal whose
skin would temporarily cover their sin.

R T — RERMsY), SR &
5 7 I 38 7 A AT ) TR

God could have just as easily woven a silk
gown for Eve and a nice suit for Adam but he
didn’t.
MRATZAT B 22— 229900 7,
NIHE—BEV R 5, HMIFRE R4
/f/,:_: o

Why?

N2

God intended to teach them an object lesson in
animal sacrifice for their sins which will only

become fully comprehended at the cross of
Calvary.

PRELE G SNV 9 SEARZ AT
ARBIER HE RS, ¥RA R, AFEA
BE 564 B e L 2R R

The lamb that had died for Adam and Eve’s sin
was a symbol of the Lamb of God which God

himself promised would bruise the serpents
head.

N B R G2, TR A 1 7R SR
BRI, N VR kAt AL e 1k

Did Adam and Eve understand what God was
doing on their behalf.

W AR U T OB i — 0 2

Absolutely!
HIRHIH .
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Did Adam and Eve understand the enormity of
their rebellion and the offering of a sacrifice for
their disobedience.

W24 52 G 5 B 1 A I 7 A, AT
AATTH AN e A AR AR A 2 K2

Absolutely!
HIRHIH .

In fact, they taught this principle to the next
generation.

{IERINPAEEE 2 &5 N AW =C -1k YL/

Cain and Able were brought up to know the
importance of animal sacrifice and the shedding
of innocent blood for their sins.

ZBEANEAG NN JniE, FHZhIERES, Lk
ER AT TR 2 4 HE,

Did both sons respond in obedience to their
parents teaching.

PR LT 2 15 S SRR 23 2
No.

B

Only Able understood this object lesson and
offered an animal sacrifice to the Lord God.

HAETAEAXZEIN, T8 LR
Zhp

But Cain wanted to offer the fruit of the
ground.

ZBE AR b B

Cain’s sacrifice was nothing short of doing his
own thing.

ZESTERIAS, st [HATHRER ] &
o

Cain’s sacrifice was nothing short of going to
God on his own terms.

ZISPTERIAS, AR T SRR 2w
A .
Cain’s sacrifice was a continuation of his

parent’s rebellion and disregard for God’s
word.

B PTRR SR, SR SE S At A BEX ) 47
W, IR By A

Cain’s offerings were the self-centered and
self-absorbed religion of our modern day.

ZEEPTERI S, REEREBRA DL E & v
O HPEEER O .

In effect, Cain was saying, my parents are

stupid.

ZERRXAE, BRI N EHR BEE.
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In effect, Cain was saying, my parents should
not have feared God.

IR AAE, Bl YA A S BEAN A 2
o

In effect, Cain was saying, Able is weak for
worshipping God, God’s way.

I AAE, o AR g AR BASH Fir iy
(177 XORBGEM, 2558 MR I,

| know better than all of them.

N E CH AN ERZ .

Now my listening friends, | want to ask you to
listen very carefully.

REWMA, WEEOE.

How do you worship God?

PR BRI ?

Do you worship God whenever it’s convenient
for you?

Fe I AEAR T (I A R ?

Do you worship God whenever it does not cost
you much?

FEVRAN T B B AT 2 I A HOF o 2

Do you worship God whenever you are not
busy?

FEARA 2 B g A A o 2

Do you worship God whenever you feel like it?
FEAR g P4 IS A R 2

Do you worship God only when you get into
trouble?

FEAR 18 2 BRIGUS A B 2

Is your devotion to God acceptable to God?
PRSI HR B A2 75 A BT I A ) 2

Let’s listen to Genesis 4:4 and 5.

AR r @A 4 | 4 2] 5 EA
t:

The Lord had regard for Able and his sacrifice,
but for Cain and his offering he had no regard.

HRAIAeE A A 4, HOEE A
ZFS A A

No wonder Hebrews 11:4 tells us that by faith
Able offered God a better sacrifice than Cain
did.
MEREAAR T 1L Z5E 450 WAHRELS
MRS S0, DB PTERI BE 3L .
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By faith, he was commended as a righteous
man when God spoke well of his offerings.

R A4S 1R SO ILE, 5t =2t et AL AR
HOBRTIE

And by faith he still speaks even though he is
dead.

finERARIE 7, FNHRIAZ VAU

What sacrifice is God asking you to make?
PHERARER F A4 2

How are you responding to his persistent voice?
AR AR [B] 245 455 2 FR e 7 2

Do you give back to God from the blessings
that God has given you?

PRAE TR TIG B4, 28 Bk [E] 45t 25 o 2

Or do you spend all your resources on yourself.
BCE AR INA R, ARG H O,

Do you offer God the sacrifice of obedience?
PR IE A5 R MR (1) 4% 2

Cain was trying to offer God his empty good
work.

ZBSPTRR I R R R AR 4T

But Able offered the sacrifice that God wanted
him to offer.

WEAH DR A0 BT R o

Cain offered God the crumbs off his self-
righteousness.

ZBSPTHR I R B AN SRR ,

But Able offered the sacrifice of
acknowledging his need for a pardon

WARAPER AR, BRI AR

Cain thought that by giving God the fruit of the
land he was bribing God.

Z R AR AT LA F B = I ol

But Able sought to please God, God’s way.
WAFED TSRO R, B E L

Cain responded to God out of pride.

(A EVE
As if to say, | know better.

AT X A, B LE AR T RE 4 47 !

But Able learned from his parents sin and he
came to God in brokenness and obedience.

SR AR BB S BT R 22 %, i —
BHCRRE 2005 U FJ o A 21 T T
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My listening friend I want you to listen very
carefully.

RERINA, WIRER,

Every blood-sacrifice ritual that has ever been
practiced on the face of the earth especially in
primitive cultures.

T, JCHGR B IR L X 2847 A
I ERERA S,
Have their original roots in God’s shedding of

the blood of a lamb to cover Adam and Eve’s
nakedness.

HORIR TSR T AR, RBERTHE
G (7% B R A

But what happened was, that in all these pagan
societies that offer animal sacrifice today have
perverted the true meaning of sacrifice.

B4 RAEFTH FHB B AL 2 T BT 2847 1304
BREEAX R, HRTEH T BRAS L SEH = 3

Idol worshipers have kept their practice but lost
the meaning.

FERR R NATALAIG, AR L.

Instead of understanding the limited and
practical atonement of animal sacrifice.

fATIANE] T ERBh Y A, BA RIS,
BAE K R BRI .

Instead of understanding that those sacrifices
have their ultimate fulfillment in the cross.

HATTANE] 1, BREIIONSRIE S, HBEE+
FH AL

They use it to bribe their gods.

At AT S P R 455 D s o 4

The Bible said that Adam lived to the age of
930.

EL4 Y TR 930 %

No doubt he taught this principle down the

generational ladder all the way to Lamech the
father of Noah.

b PR TR B SR 3 R AR, AR
e, EARBIL R SOORHL 2 o

Noah was 600 years old when he and his sons
were found practicing this truth of animal
sacrifice.

PBE. 600 % 1, AL ) L5473 IH AT BREh P
NI

And that is why they found favor in the eyes of
the Lord and were spared the flood.

FT LA AT SR e B, 15 DARB R /K 22 K
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In Genesis 8:19 and 20.
fHid 8 & 19, 20 i #Kk,

The first thing Noah did upon disembarking
from the ark was to offer a sacrifice of one of
every clean animal and bird to the Lord on the
alter.

LR TR ORI BT AR5 — R, e
BRES, A EE SRV B AN K SRR |
IRESS o

Noah passed this revelation to his descendents
and that’s why we find Abraham who was 57
years of age when Noah died was offering
animal sacrifice to the Lord.

PV A T A5 00 R R AR 25 5 AR, DR 4
ARy, AR 57 %, whiETS LSk
e

N[

And it was Abraham’s obedience that gave him
the privilege of seeing the day of Jesus nearly
2000 years earlier and rejoiced.

EAR L= BB ASE A IR AS RF PR 2 5, AT LA
JLE] 2000 4 )& Pl AU ER SR, IF K HIXK

=

When Isaac asked his father about the sacrifice
on the way up to Mount Moriah, Abraham said
in Genesis 22 and 8 the following.

2 PAEAE BEAE L ) ik, ) AR 2
KT BRI B e L, Aitd 22 5555 8
T E  WAHSL A B2

God will provide himself the lamb for the burnt
offering.

filbiid: A B ORISR R

It was nearly 2000 years later, not far from the
spot where God provided a lamb in the place of
Isaac.

£) 2000 )5, wAEr Bt AR DR Jv 5%
iRl

That Lamb of God who takes away the sin of

the world was slain for the sin of all who would
believe in him.

MRS, BREMATREERR—AL, e dR
IR, LR EARE A NI AE.
And so it was in the economy of God that all of

those who have the faith of Abraham became
true descendents of Abraham.

FITUAEERRER P FEAA i 2F — A {5 O
HIN, st ARSI A 7P
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Isaac has never forgotten what God has done
for him in providing a lamb for a ransom for his
life.

PR A 2 0s0],  # an ey At 785 22 #
AR
And he himself offered sacrifice to the Lord.

Pk, Al E S rRREkES .

And he taught his sons, particularly Jacob the
importance of animal sacrifice.

b AL B LT RRBI Y N S B AL, A
R AT N LT HERS o

And when Jacob stopped running after wealth
and power he began his relationship with God

he erected an alter in Shechem naming it Eloi
Elohi Israel.

HHES A BB AR G, S EL R
R, ARSI | — IR, JRgdan “g
MEPB RG] .

God the God of Israel.
B, M, DLEBIRIAH .

But after 400 years of slavery in Egypt, God

had to teach his people afresh the concept of
blood sacrifice on the day of Passover.

Ja R EAEF NAESR K UL 400 45, 4 T @bk
T EF AR T RO TR MR AR U
The Passover feast was celebrated annually for
1400 years.

U5 ) 1400 4, AT A4 0 Ja R Y
Until all sacrifices found their fulfillment in the
Lord Jesus Christ.
BHAFrABR LA, FEAREREE 5 E15 L
;—E%O

And then animal sacrifice stopped, never to be
practiced again.

ML AN ZE LA YIIRES 1

The one and only acceptable sacrifice took
place on the cross once and for all.

PRUAME— M e 2NN, CAafE 54
— IR B e 2% .

One of the most important commands that God
gave his people in Deuteronomy 6:20 is this.

FEH ATiC 6 & 20 1, iy b T R 2%
1R B ZL A
He said when your children ask you about the

Passover meal, you tell them what God has
done for you.

FURARI LT PR I =, IR
YRABAT T RARYE T A 45
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Now listening friends, | want you to listen very
carefully please.

SREIA, WO,

Most parents want to pass on to their children
some financial assets or some family treasures.

RZ B B N AE R 4 T e
(
Yet, if you do all of that and fail to pass on to

them your spiritual assets, you will have failed
them.

EAER IR R B N R LA B T s R B
77 HLSRARE T T ARAT

Financial capital can ruin them.

B g d 1 A0AT,

But spiritual capital will bless them.

1B R A 7 oA AT 1 54

Material possession can be blown away.
Yo I s AT B IRV 2K

But spiritual possession will last them for
eternity.

1B )& R W & A7 2 K E

Financial legacy will be spent.

e E Ry s B qeot,

But spiritual legacy will be always theirs.

1L & R ™ 7Kz Jg T ARAT T

Things will never bring them happiness.
N o S

Let me ask you this question.

i3,

But the joy of their salvation will endure
forever.

{ERS NI E=DEY) ST

What are you passing to your children?

B T A% R T2 ?

Are you teaching your children worldly success
or self-sacrifice?

IRECTAA B SR A B 5 it ik 5 3 ?

Are you teaching your children self-
centeredness or self-giving?

TRECFAATEL B BV LIE R R E 2.7

It was said of J. P. Morgan who was a wealthy
entrepreneur sometime ago that his will
contained 10,000 words.

A AL A4 BERAR B E R, e —
Fo
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Incorporated 37 different articles all of which
were necessary because of the vast fortune that
had to be properly dispersed.

IR Ayt H8 K DA 7= 06 2B 3 24 ) 40, T DA
RS B S 37 RERINLAULEH .

But what J. P. Morgan valued most was
indicated by the opening statement of that legal
document and it read as follows.

{ELEE JR AR ey ) EEANX 70 3t W Tk 26— B
B, IR

I commit my soul to the hands of my Savior,
full of confidence that having redeemed it and
washed it with his most precious blood, he will

present it faultless for the throne of my
heavenly father.

PR A RBAAERET P, RpE S
IR USSRVt N A T/ [ EHIPIS
B R AT JHEHT -

And then he continued.

b i

| entreat my children to defend at all hazard the
blessed doctrine of complete atonement of sin
through the blood of Jesus Christ once offered
and through that alone.

PERFW T2, AR I4ET X FAE T
{540, B A2 ME b s HR R I B ) R 0, — YRk
A T e B aE 2 AL

No wonder God blessed that man and made
him a blessing.

AERERRIGAR 2 Atk R AREAR S N IR -

And in 1979 | had the privilege of meeting his
granddaughter who is a strong and committed
Christian because of the legacy of her
grandfather.

1979 FE AT @ WAL PN 2, IR THA
WM, Hoe— e X E L5 RS
fito

| want to tell you this as | conclude.
TR, R VFIR,

God gave you his most prized possession.
O % ) E TUREGIR T,

It is his son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

S M ) L BB SR

What are you giving in return.
PRIGER AT 2y a4 ?

If the cross will teach us anything, it will teach
us this.

TP IR AT AL T -
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That it is only in self-giving that contentment,
and fulfillment and true joy can be found.

WA {IRATE I BRI, A RS 3 H 21
Bt R FE R

An unknown author wrote these words.

— AN AN EL A4 AR R

| counted dollars, but God counted crosses.
P ek, MHE 7L,

| counted gains, while he counted losses.
AR, BT

I counted my worth by the things gained in
store, but he sized me up by the scars that |
bore.

LA B ot = 32 kA B R E,
AT RS ERITIIR;

I counted honors and sought for degrees, but he
wept as he counted hours on my knees.

PABIBARIAN RS, 1 A AE 2 DI 1]
Bo N AT, AR

And I never knew ‘til one day at the grave, how
vain are these things that we spend time to
save.

HRIFRAAEBCEIRR, AW, WAEN [H]
FRRAZEI —1), A5 R

| pray that God the Holy Spirit has spoken to
your heart tonight.

FATRAPETR, A RO -

And that you are beginning to understand the
cross of Jesus Christ.

ARTFAEHT 1 HR SR FE B 1)+ 248

Write to us and tell us.

H S ERERAT,

And that you will tune in next time so that we
can continue in this series of messages.

WIF R T IR IX R 5T HAE
Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessings.
FEMRKHIIGHRZE IR, T IR



