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THE MASTER’S MANIFESTO - 13
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Hello, listening friends. We’re delighted that 13. When Jesus said, “Blessed are they who are
you joined us once more. persecuted for righteousness,” He added a very
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We’re going to finish this series of messages on SCEL, A b MR R
The Master’s Manifesto. 14. the word, "falsely."
“EREE” XA RIIPE BB B2 “CHENRIT XA
IE 15. This is a key word.
Do you know what it is to be persecuted for XN KRBT
righteousness? 16. Let me explain thi
- o s v s : plain this to you.
/—: /) 114 S vy ”» I ? R N i
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\':’vg?(rje are a lot of misunderstandings about that 17. If I lose my job because | have taken my
R KA employer’s time to VE/itness for Christ,
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so, stay tuned and I’ll explain that to you. T IAE,
il YR . . .
W PRI HRORMERE LR T 18. that is not being persecuted for righteousness.
There are two causes for persecution. XA N N AZIEIE .
113 » /\
ST A PAIRE 19. If | get rejected because | was determined to
There are big differences between the two. push my opinion,
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There is a difference being persecuted for 20. that is not being persecuted for righteousness.
righteousness, and, being persecuted for folly. XA N IR
Mo B E S . % g A== | =] .
NSRRIy i 5 SUB I 2 A7 X 21. If I am ostracized because | am arrogant and
. abusive in my attempt to witness,
There is a difference between being persecuted T SRR AR AN T (RS P kAl tm &, BAEL
for the offense of the cross, =2 NHEFR,
NYES bt . . .
NS5 2R S8, 22. that is not being persecuted for righteousness.
and, being persecuted for being offensive XA TSN N S7IEIE .
yourself. -
. - e e . 23. Th h ho h
Ay 2Bk ) A p 32 f)E e 2 A X)) 3 proegfeﬁzg some Christians who have ego
. AT GRS B FON D I ERG
;ﬁetrﬁe'zaakg'Z‘;e;%ziev\t’ii;‘;v;e?o?e(':?]gﬂgtersecmed 24. They want to be noticed and be praised,
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and, being persecuted for being a prosecuting 25. S0, they get themselves into trouble;
] i 1P ‘ﬁ .
attormey yoursel L, I N R
MR 2 E B BN A2iEE, &8 X A0, 26. then, they claim to be persecuted for the Lord.
ZJa, XEFEC MG EE .
27. Many years ago, a young man came to see me
after losing his job.
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First, he said to me, “I lost my job because [ am
a Christian.”
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As | probed deeper into the situation,
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| found out that he had received three warnings
about spending hours and hours of his
employer’s time debating Christianity.
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This is a far cry from what Jesus meant by
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness sake.”
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Listen carefully.
Il

Jesus did not say, “Blessed are those who are
persecuted because they were rude and are
offensive.”
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Jesus did not say, “Blessed are those who are

suffering because of their own foolishness and
lack of wisdom.”
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Jesus did not say, “Blessed are those who are

suffering because, out of anger and bitterness,

they lashed out.”
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He did not say, “Blessed are those who are
suffering because of their fighting spirit.”
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No, no, no. None of that.
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The eighth beatitude is really two beatitudes in
one.
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That is a double blessing for our life that very
few Christians can understand.
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This is a double blessing for a life that is
motivated and propelled by righteous living.
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This double blessing is for those who seek a
deeper walk and a higher calling.
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This is a double blessing for a Christian who

has dispensed with low living and shallow
spiritual existence.
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This is a double blessing for Christians who
have chosen the narrow way and not the broad
highway.
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This is a double blessing for those who are
seeking nothing in life but the glory of the Lord
God;
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and that is why the Apostle Paul told Timothy,
in 2 Timothy 3:12,
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“All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted.”
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When you live righteously, you don’t have to
be confrontational.
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Why?
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Righteousness, itself, is confrontational.
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Whether a righteousness expresses itself
verbally or not,

TREATR T HE TR FRE A X,
righteousness, by its very nature, is a contrast to
wickedness.
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We have no indication that Abel was trying to
evangelize his brother, Cain.
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We have no inkling that Abel was pushing his
faith on his brother, Cain;
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but Abel’s righteousness was a daily rebuke to
the wickedness of his brother.
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Abel’s life of obedience to God was a sharp
reproof for his brother’s disobedience.
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Cain, in a fit of rage, killed his righteous
brother.
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You don’t have to go out and look for
persecution when you live righteously.
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Persecution will find you;
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but there is an easy way to avoid persecution.
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Let me tell you.
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All you need to do is live and let live.
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All you need to do is just mimic the world and
the world’s standards.
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All you need to do is never express discomfort
at the world’s immorality, and it will cost you
nothing.
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All you need to do is keep your mouth shut
about Jesus, and you will be fine.
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All you need to do is laugh when they mock
God and take His name in vain, and they will
leave you alone.
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The root meaning of the word "righteousness™
is this:

“CAXT BT E B
to divide,
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or to be different,
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or to be distinguished.
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The world doesn’t like difference.
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The world loves conformity.
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The world loves easy-going.
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No absolutes.
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No standing up for the truth.
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Jesus was persecuted because He was different.
HR Rt aE e, oA 5 AR

Jesus was persecuted because He did not fit
their mold.
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Jesus was persecuted because He did not
conform to their image.
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Jesus was persecuted because He spoke the

truth, lived the truth, and was willing to die for
the truth.
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Listen to what He said, in John 15:109.
TEWTAAE ) F AR 15 22 19 15 P LAY,

“If you were of the world, the world loves his
own. But because you are not of the world, but

I have chosen you out of the world, therefore,
the world hates you...”
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and, as the church lowers its biblical standards
to accommodate the world,
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they are not going to be persecuted,
AATT AN 2> 43 3

but they will not have the blessing of God
either.

EFEARAT AN A5 23T IS PR AR

Listen to what Jesus said,
T8 I HR R BT 15 1)

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.”

“RNZIEBRNARE T, BIYREZARA]
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The Kingdom of Heaven simply means

fET A l, RE A2,
that the believer is able to reign and rule over
his life in the midst of persecution.
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Those whom the world persecutes,
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they will act as if they own the world.
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Why?
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Because their Father owns the world.
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Every one of Jesus’ Disciples understood this
beatitude later on in life.
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They were reigning and ruling, even in the
midst of persecution.
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Let me tell you about each of them.
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James, the brother of John, was beheaded in the
year 36 A.D.
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Thomas was killed in India.
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Simon, the brother of Jude, was crucified in
Egypt during the reign of Emperor Trajan.
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Simon the Zealot was crucified in Mauritania.
BHE T, EBRIE WYL IEAE 17
2k,

Mark was burned and buried in Egypt.
LnIghledt, FTIR N

Bartholemew was beaten and beheaded in
Armenia.
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Andrew, Peter’s brother, was crucified in the
year A.D. 80, by the Governor Egeas and
buried in Achaea.
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James, the brother of the Lord, was thrown
down from the top of the Temple;
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and, when that did not kill him, they beat him

on the head until he died.
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That is to say nothing of Peter, who considered
himself unworthy to die like his Master,
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so he asked to be crucified upside down.
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What suffering are you experiencing for
righteousness’ sake?
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Today, there are millions of Christians who are
being harassed daily simply because they are
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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The second blessing that Jesus pronounced is
upon those who are truly citizens of Heaven;
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those who will rule and reign with Him in
Heaven,
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those who are motivated in this life by the life
with Him in Heaven.
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I have noticed that we have just run out of time,
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112. and I want to tell you so much more about this;
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113. so, will you promise me that you will tune in
next time so you can hear the rest of this?
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114. Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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