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Hello listening friends, we are delighted that
you’re back with us again.
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I am praying that God will use these messages
to bless your life.
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And encourage you to do something great for
God.
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| want to begin by telling you a story.
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It’s a story about a beautiful cathedral in
Europe.
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this cathedral was famous for a large,
magnificent, stain-glass window,
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and one day there was a violent storm,
ARl 2 AW,

and this storm shattered the beautiful window
into a thousand pieces,
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and the church custodian hesitated to discard of
the fragmented pieces,
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so instead of throwing it away, he putitina
box and stored them away in the church
basement.
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Sometime later, a well-known artist came and

petitioned the trustees of the cathedral to give
him the fragments, which they did.
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They did not know what his real purpose was,
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but two years later,
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the artist invited the church trustees to his
studio.

ZARF IR Z G AT B i A =K,
and there he unveiled his major work.
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to their astonishment, the restored window
looked more beautiful than the original one.
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| want to compare this story to our lives.
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Most of us at some point in our lives experience
the blasting of a storm
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and these storms sometimes come and blast in
the midst of the blessing.
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You may be going through one of those
experiences right now,
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or you may have experienced one in the past.
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Some of you have already experienced God’s
restoration work in your life,
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but if you have not experienced such a blasting
storm, | promise you, you will.
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But I want to tell you this,
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God specializes in restoring the fragments of

life into something more beautiful and more
meaningful than ever.
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God specializes in making beauty out of ashes.
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The blasting and the blessing sometimes go
hand in hand in life,

AR NAE AT i SOUR 2T IHT I,
the high and the low are often close
companions,
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trials and triumphs often work in fast
succession.
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In fact, this is precisely what is happening at
this point of Elijah's life.
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To those of you who have joined us for the first
time,
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we are in the midst of a series entitled, “How
God Works”.
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We are focusing on the life of Elijah.
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First we saw God hiding Elijah in the Brook
Caris,
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often when God hides us, it is to humble us.
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When he hides us, it is to provide for us.
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When God hides us, it is to protect us.
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We may resent God’s hiding places for us,
FATVAR AT Ges A8 4 R B 2 Ak

but it is only in those hiding places God works
his purposes out in us.
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We saw in the last message, how God led
Elijah to the land of Baal worship,
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Zaraphath,
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the Phoenician city.
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Zaraphath is where God gave Elijah an
opportunity to exercise risking faith.
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Zaraphath was a pagan city whose name means
melt, because they used to melt metals there.
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God was purifying his servant by melting away
all of the dross of the flesh so that he may trust
in God alone.
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In this message, we will find Elijah still in
Zaraphath.
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God is about to move from passive testing to
active testing.
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Here we will see how after the blessing of the
flour and the oil, comes the testing of calamity
and death.
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I Kings 17,
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Elijah and the Phoenician woman, and her son
all were experiencing a daily miracle,
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a daily blessing,
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a daily provision,
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the Phoenician woman had risked in faith at the
challenge of the man of God.
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Now we read that her son becomes ill and dies.
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The Hebrew word means his soul left him.
A ERIE ST, Al R B ES 2%

This leaves us in no doubt that the boy was
dead.
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In verse 18, the woman said to Elijah,
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What do you have against me, man of God?
NI, SR
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Did you come to remind me of my sin and kill
my son?

R Bk, e RAEE, IEEk
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| want you to notice that verse 17 follows verse
16.

THE A 17 TR 16 75,

In verse 16,

516 7,

Is a picture of Zaraphath.

Fi2x A G 5.

As a little village,
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which has been the place of uninterrupted,
unhampered miracles,
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with new oil and new flour every day.
Rl ESE NI NN TR

When they woke up in the morning,
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they experienced the miracle.
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Before they retired for bed at sundown,
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they experienced a miracle.
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So in verse 16, you read that God’s miraculous
blessings was coming upon them,
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and then immediately in verse 17, you read of
life’s tragic blasting,
HAE 17 95 B, ARRITRIRZEK,

all at the same time,
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the woman’s cry in verse 18 is very natural.
WXERIANAE 18 7 BLOC IR

Please listen carefully to what 1 am going to tell
you,
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this is very important.
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Don’t allow anyone including yourself to send

you on a guilt trip just because you asked the
question why.
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“Why” is a natural question.
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The greatest heroes of the Bible asked why
XL R ARHER A .

in the book of Judges chapter 6
LImie N =,

when the Mideonites were about to decimate
Israel.
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Gideon asked,
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why did God allow this to happen?
AT A RVFIR S R AR ?

Job who lost his family and huge fortune and
ended up on a heap of rubble.
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Why wasn’t [ born dead?
N AR EAAE E?

if you recall the words of the Lord Jesus Christ
on the cross,
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he said,
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God, my God, why have thou forsaken me?
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God’s own son asked why.
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so don’t let people put you under guilt when
you ask God why.
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There are times in life when the highest of
dreams get crushed.
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There are times in life when the best of hopes
are dashed.
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There are times in life when you find yourself
hanging upside down.
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And the natural question at that time, like the
widow at Zaraphath, is why.
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I am convinced that this question must be
pounding the doors of heaven from broken
hearted people everywhere.
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It rises from hospital beds.
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It rises from lonely bedrooms.
PR R 2 HL

It rises from gravesites.
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It rises from each personal Gethsemane when
troubled souls plead in agony.
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I am not talking about pain that results from
disobedience.
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I’m not talking about the grief that is the natural
consequence of sin and rebellion.
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I am not talking about the natural results of
departing from Biblical principles.
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I am talking about being in the middle of God’s
will, doing God’s work the best way you know
how and suddenly, life’s blast blows you away.
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Many of us understand the paradox of this
woman,
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while she knew God’s blessings in one area,
— 7 THI b 15 A5 o T G A

she knew God’s blasting in another.
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In March of 1964, | committed my life to the
Lordship of Jesus Christ,
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In July of that year,
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my mother who was my prayer warrior, died at
the age of 54.

LB, —M#HER R L, 4 54 URiE

VAR IS

109.

110.

111.

112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

In 1990,
1990 4,

as | was experiencing the blessings of God in
my work and my life,
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within a period of 2-week time.
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I had one child in the intensive care unit in one
hospital,
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and my wife was about to go to another hospital
for a serious operation.
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God’s blessings and life’s blasting.
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Look at verse 12,
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when there was a famine and the woman was

ready to accept the fact that she and her son
were both dying.
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There was calmness in her heart about this.
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There was a sense of resignation to this
calamity.
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but in verse 18,
HE] 7 1877,
she attacks Elijah with anger and accusation.
A ST AP M 45 5T AR
Please listen carefully,
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this is very important.
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Our emotions are unpredictable,
WATHIE LR H,
you cannot trust your emotions.
AR UEATE
Emotions are like the barometric pressure,
et
they go up and they come down easily.
s B B
I have noticed that we have just run out of time,
FATES H I Ia] SRR 2 T
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128. and | want to tell you so much more about this.
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129. So will you promise me that you will tune in
next time so you can hear the rest of this,
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130. until then, I wish you God’s richest blessings.
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