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HOW GOD WORKS - 7

Hello listening friends, we are glad you joined
us one more time.

RE M AARES s AR AR BENSTr AT T 1077
E

We have been going through a series of
messages entitled, “How God Works”.

ERBATH U RIUE B “ L)y
%

| want to speak to you today, especially about
the effect of the world upon the believers.

A RIBE A EFIRGRAR IS T S0 B e 1)
S,

The problem with the majority of people today
is this.

LUENE 2 GNP i E e s

And before | tell you what the problem is, | can
tell you that the Christians are no exception.

BRI EIRR, EETFAGISL,

There are fewer and fewer people who really
love God these days,

ok, FIEZZ M NBCR D,

few and few who really work with their heart
for God,

R D N A O F A,

very few who are trying to make God known.

BRI SEEAZ

The vast majority of Christians just sit in the
church pews and do nothing.

KB T AE A R 2 AR R I, HLAb AT 4
FHHAAML

But the Bible tells us that we cannot win if we
sit as spectators.

EEL L URERATL, A5 IE K To k.

Sometimes the church reminds me of a football
game,

AN, Fawig— 2RI,
there are 20 very tired, but healthy players,
20 NI 7 i AR R R BR 51
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and being watched by tens of thousands of
unhealthy spectators.

MARTE EANARE R AT, AR AR
R o

Today we are going to look at the centerpiece
in the life of Elijah.

A KRR E AT DI i o ot 7
i

N ©

We will find him in hand to hand combat while
the masses of the people of Israel were
indifferent and skeptical,

fibdb & T — I BB R, SR LB REAR
AT 550

there he stands on the top of Mt. Carmel.

fi g B B AR L

Before | continue, | want to remind you that we
are in the midst of a series of messages entitled,
“How God Works”.

ERMEAT T, bR ], IAE
Frofie « bag i)k " X — RAIE R
And the way God works with Elijah to be more
specific.

HARE UL, A2 i gl AR BV

If you have a Bible, turn to | Kings chapter 18,
MPRFRAELE, WERBFIEL 18
=,

| want to talk to you a little bit about the real
recipe for a disaster,

FABFR R R IR K Aos = AL TR 3R

and this recipe works in the church or the
community or in the home.

L A XM S BE AT FRER S DL o

And it is to have a godless leadership and
confused followers.

e AME HA
R

That is the recipe for disaster.

WAIRP A A o

And that’s precisely what you will find here in |
Kings 18,

FFZ8 L 18 Frp prid &) IR X E I,

T R (0B
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probably this is one of the most dramatic
moments in Biblical history.

IR AT BRI L 22 I s P B AR SRR — %
If I were a movie producer,

FAT & — AW K

this would be my highest dramatic production.
X 2 Tt A 1 AR i

But since | am not,

HEIR AN E

| want you to use your imagination.

GINER KNI S Al

| want you to transfer you in your imagination
to the place on Mt. Carmel where this event
took place.

ERER Y], BRE Q&S T
b, BEBFL!

There the prophet Elijah confronts this weak
king.

S8 SR DA ARG 55 B0 B R0 Uy

Ahab, who compromised his faith and allowed
his wicked, godless queen to desecrate the

nation by entertaining 850 of the prophets of
Baal and Asteroft.

W EAEE M E SRR . AN 2
JEZ W, #Eikib A 850 MR I AL & i
ISR, TR BEAN B 5K

And all of these wicked prophets of Baal were
paid by the state of Israel.

JEURIZ BT B 7 (R AR S e vl DAt 87 [ ¢
HIRH

This king did all of that,
XA EHOER AER,
and yet when he got into trouble,

Bl ok,

he blamed Elijah for the nations disaster.
A B ZGE IR SR PR AR DUFAE .

When Ahab saw God’s hand of judgment upon
society,

ANV T DA R A 1 P

he turned around and lashed out at God-fearing
Elijah.

A It 5 SR A AE AL ) AL &
Remember, it had not rained for three years,
BT, RNC=FATHT,

everything was turning to dust,

TR,
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there were no crops,

B ARAEY),

there was no food,

BARE,

the country was in the midst of a disaster.

G [EARAE KA

But during the time of the drought, God hid
Elijah first in Carish Brook,

SRTMAE OIS, AT DA Y 56 5 £E 5 ST
5

and then in Zaraphath.
Ja RAERCE T .
God was hiding him to provide for him.

MBS AR, SRR A,

God was taking care of Elijah.
o HEEJat A IE

And this is a picture of God’s provision for us.
X A AT )

A picture of God’s hand of protection for those
who love him,

ez BRI Z AR
those who are faithful to him,

XA

those who put their trust in him in the midst of
trouble.

FESEXEHE AP AN

But I want you to look at the irony here,
BT F W Z AL,

King Ahab and Queen Jezebel worshipped
Baal,

FLgg e £ ANHR B 2 2 S0 B
H 5

while they were paying lip service to the one
true God, Jehweh.

R A AT TR AR O B e M S HR AN AR L

Why were they worshipping Baal?
AT 2 HOFE Ay ?

| want to tell you why,

IR A YRR,

Baal was known as the god of fertility and the
god of the crops.

B Rz, AR,

Baal was the god whose worship required

indulgence and sensuality.
FRE NG ED -
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And yet when the drought came,

{HIEEF K,

Ahab blamed the man of God,
DA AR DN

told him that he was the one that was creating
trouble for Israel.

YAt AE LLE S K AN

There are many people today like Ahab and
Jezebel,

BUEBA IR Z RIS AHRGE R AN,

they may go to church on Sunday,
BIREALFEE,

but at the same time, they worship at the shrine
of the flesh.

A SCEEFRIE A = 2R

They bow to money,

AT R T 3

and the confuse the god of mammon with
Christianity.

WE2 R B e, XFFE .

Just as Ahab and Jezebel mixed Jehweh with
Baal,

AE A0S e R HS R 73R HE A AR 1 B2 S HRE

and when the leadership leads into compromise,
the public becomes confused.

HUF NI Z T, AR IRIEATE
And that is precisely what is happening at this
point in Israel’s history,

XIS LA B 1E AR T3 R TR AL
and these confused people gathered on top of
Mt. Carmel.
XLCRIVR I 2 SRR 1L

| say confused, because the Bible says they
were halting between two opinions.

WAL, RN R AR TAE M ALY
[ g Ak o

They did not worship Baal alone,
fATIAN R BT

they did not worship Jehweh alone.

WAL OLHOFIRAE,

They served Baal in the guise of Jehweh.

MATEAECRE S ), AR HOFIR AL,
Mt. Carmel is an absolutely awesome sight,
W0 o3 kS

it is about 1500 feet high,

214 1500 W&,
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and Ahab was summoned to go there,
A2 THRE,

the confused people of Israel were summoned
to be there,

BRI LLES ik TR,

the 450 prophets of Baal were summoned to
appear at the mountain,

450 MIEZEE s 2 T IR,

the 400 hundred prophets of Asteroff, the
female concert of Baal were summoned to
come to this mountain.

B 400 At ZE 5 EEMIEC A Lo I 4 )
Jakn, AR

I wish I could paint the picture in your mind of
this incredible day,

FEAFREFCIBZT LD () — KA L AL VR it
4,

but | want you to use your imagination,
S TRz AR AR 5 77,

there | can imagine the man of God hiding
while he is waiting for the masses of people to
assemble.

MNAFNEAE—F, R RN IR
They were coming from the east.

EATTANARTT K

They were coming from the north.

MABTT K,

They were coming from the south.

MBI K,

All coming up in droves.

AbATT BSCRE 285 A T K

And | can imagine the man of God probably
hiding behind some rock somewhere,

AT LR Gt N DA eI IE SR —HEA7 3k
Jei T

there on his knees praying to God,

B 7%

pleading with God,

EEEDS P

receiving assurance from God.

G55 E .

For | can assure you, Elijah would not have

dared to propose this confrontation without a
clear mandate from the Lord.

HAME, FHR LR B AR ) L5 21
TR, EIHHER H X kAL ?
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This is a timeless picture,

T A — g P 2 S ]
try to put yourself in the picture,
EIRE CE S H A,

see yourself standing atop that 1500-foot tall
mountain,

R ARtk 7E 1500 IR & I T |,

imagine yourself standing on this 1/6 mile of a
mountain chain,

HGARE CAEIX 1/6 JEn (1 1L Bk,

when you are standing on the top, you are
facing directly west, you will see the
Medetarian Sea,

BRI [ P TR, URAT DLEE b
i
on the right is the ancient fortress city of Acor,

AT T 2 PRI AT

to your left is the city of Ceseria where Paul
confronted King Felix and Festes and Agrafa.

TN RS ORI, AR A O 2 AR 1 4
JHEA S AN, DA K I M T A FRAE
R TT

To the back of you there are the plains of

Ashkalon where Gideon defeated the
Mideonites.

J T A S T ISOK el N FRYHI 3701 Ji o

Ah this is an awesome sight.

R A TR A

But of all these historic events, the greatest
event in that place is when one solitary man
faced 850 prophets and prophetesses of Baal
and Ashteroff.

SRR B R A e i R A, e — A4
N, HAEUTE T 850 A7 (2 7 FIE &
PLEISEH o

What is the point of all this confrontation?
XL THDOS TR PR ARAT A BB 2

The point is summarized in verse 21 of | Kings
18.

FIFE2 b 18 & 21 i da i,

Elijah cried to God’s confused people saying to
them in effect.

AR SIZ 56 S5 R B 7 2 el e
How long will you waiver?

PRATTCo 5 P R 2 38 LI W 2

How long will you wobble?
PRA TSR AN 2 3 J LI i 2
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How long will you walk with a limp?
PRATTZR AR P TR 2 38 L e ?

In fact this is the literal meaning of the Hebrew
word here.

XA A AH R R S

If the Lord is God, follow him.

A HRFIAE R A, m A IR AN AE

If Baal is God, then follow him.

A B, AN ).

I don’t like debating with people when it comes
to the Christian faith.

AR BB BB U AE A,

I don’t believe the gospel is to be rammed
down people’s throat or argued about.

WAKEAE G AT LLoRAT AR, DABRIR UM
Jesus said,

HIS 6K

| am the only way.

e ME—HTE R,

You cannot go to heaven without me.
HAMEER, BARERIRAIE %

You cannot go to heaven because of your good
works

TRANRESEAR B AT LR AL S

You cannot go to heaven because of your
money.

PRANRESEAR B <k b R s

You cannot go to heaven because of anything
except the Lord Jesus Christ.

PRARAE & HRBRELES, IRBIA 7R,
So this is how I talk to people,

FITEL, RS IR 255 A1t :

if you want to go to heaven,
WERARAR BR AL,

you must believe in Jesus as the only Savior.
PRo0s Z5UAR A HI SR M — B R = 5

If you don’t want to go to heaven,
WERARANAR bR 5,

then reject him.

HUIE 2 g !

It is that simple.

I RES/NHE

I don’t have to argue the point.

AN ERE,
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That’s what Elijah is saying here.
PARIE S/ 1K 4 Ui i,

He was calling them to make a decision
between two extremes.

bk F kA e A S PR T B 3R %

Jesus said similar things to the church of
Ladoseia.

HRER ) 2 iS58 ) B s A 1K A Ui i,
He said you make me sick,

fiiid, PRIEFHIE

you make me nauseous,

(SR

you make me want to vomit.

(S E Al

Read all about it in Revelation 3:15 and 16.
a3 15, 1675,

Why did Jesus say that

HRER gt B A W ?

because they were on both sides of the issue,
PR ABATT =0 — s

because they kept one foot on each camp,

AL DA At MBS 7P 2 i

because they stayed in the middle of the road,
A AEAT ]2 T A IR

because they sought to please everybody,

PR AATTAR S 5 BT N

because they wanted to play with sin during the
week and go to church on Sunday,

AR HARARAE SR, BRI 3 #e
%

because they wanted to identify with
immorality and still call themselves religious.

A% RIS, BT RA B K LB,
Here’s what Jesus said to the Ladocians,

SR 2 Joe 52 ) 02 i -

make up your minds,

FEAZIR,

choose either to be cold or hot.

B B

And allow me to speak to you bluntly today,
HVFIRIHZE i,

| urge you to make a decision today,

B RABIRAE R EE,

are you for Jesus?
P RS A% 52 B ke 2
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Are you going to give your whole life to him,
PR BEH A  58 A R e g ?

or are you going to reject him?

i e BAR At 2

Listen to me carefully please,
T LT

you do not need to be a scientist to know that
people pleasers will end up pleasing no one,

EEARER B H “BiAEEN, BES
FAEN” HE R,

compromising produces restlessness,

i RAN L,

indecision creates turmoil,
WA TR 3 VR L

therefore, do not worry about what people
think,

PRI, ASFHAE =0 AR,

think most of all what God thinks,
BELE A AR

James said,
HERS L,
in James 1:8,

ST 1: 8 H,

a double minded person is unstable in all his
ways.

O ZEHIN, VT i EARA
E M. o

There is only one person that you have to
please.

HB — LR 7 L

There is only one person that you must obey.
R — SR B

There is only one person that you must bow to
R — L UREE [m) 1t R

and his name is Jesus.

GLENEZRS w7

If you have never submitted your life to him,
WERAVR M ARACAE A 5e 25

| want to invite you to make a decision for
Jesus Christ today.

THARA R AR 5E 2 32 HR R FEES .

| want you to know he loves you,

WERFNE, #hEZR,

he has been letting you hear this message again

and again,
PR—Ti F Hu I 23X A5 R
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he is saying to you,

MR UL

come to me,

FIFRIXHE K,

stop this indecision,

AR,

receive what | have done for you on the cross,
B WAL+ 48 EONIRITVERY,
and obey me as the master of your life.
i NFRAE VR Az fr 2

To those who know him,

AN ARARIN A,

but caught up in a life of intellectual belief on
the one hand and indulgence on the other hand,

(ERSIP OSSOl E UV &N Ll R
I,

stop wobbling between two lifestyles,
ANEHRAEATE,

you are making God sick.

IR DL 5T

Hear me right please because | am getting
ready to close.

Wrig A, AR T .
The decisiveness of Elijah is the decisiveness of
the entire word of God,

AANE o et wid B dvett,

it is the word of God from Genesis to
Revelation.

MBS 2 JE 7R 5%

When you have not given yourself to Jesus
Christ,
HAREEA R B A4 HR K,
but you claim to be his follower,
EARE IR E SR,
you are making God nauseous.
PR L fh SO AR R o

| want to urge you tonight to stop,
A RILZENARIN IR,

and turn your life to Jesus Christ,
WA A AT g BB SR EY

he is your only hope,

L R PE— BRI B

he is your only way to salvation,

b VRIE— R R0
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he is your only way to heaven,
AR AR AT R B ME— )3
will you turn to him tonight?
A RAR R 2 ] 4 2

And if you have done that, | want to pray with
you.

WMRRERE, REMNR—ZES.

Our Heavenly Father,

FATHIRA,

| thank you for this word,
R E IS,

| thank you for this message,
EREHRI(E R,

| thank you that Jesus died for me on the cross,
ERUFHRER Ny PAEAE 78 L,

to pay for my sin and the wages of my sin.
YA RUNIEE (T

And now | pray Lord Jesus that you would
come into my life,

FHRGR, SRARIUAEFU#E A dr,

| repent of my sins.

IR,

| receive you as my Savior,

LA NIRRT,

and I’m ready to obey you as my Lord.
2R R E M Z L.

Give me the strength and the power to do so,
Wiznd )i, b33,

in Jesus name,

ZEHRERIL B (1) 44

amen.
BT



