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(REg=H (B ) JEHX

ERRIU - 8
HOW GOD WORKS - 8

Hello listening friends, we are glad you’ve
joined us one more time.

R R M AARES AR @ MR BRI 1KA1Y
E

It is the desire of our hearts and the prayer of
our lips that these messages have been
impacting your life.

FATHC IR, SRR L85 B R
A

Let me remind you that when | left you last

time, I told you that God does not like luke-
warm believers.

AT H SR, FUCRIR A B A A T
LA,

God wants full commitment.
PERATAE RN

Today | want to tell you about what God does
with committed people.

HRILBANIRG , #han i R e BB
N

Again, turn to | Kings chapter 18.
ARy E4] F 18 =,

Elijah said,

DVIRIA} S

I am outnumbered.

A A

Now to most of us, being outnumbered 2 to 1 is
terrible.

XFRE AR, — DT A R
e

20 to 1 is a disaster of epic proportion,
HEARPFLAA, BB T

but to be outnumbered 850 to 1 is impossible.
{H—/XF$t 850 1, & ELANAT RE!

To have 850 people saying to you that you are
wrong is inconceivable to most of us.

P47 850 N AR AR, IRES T, IR
G,

This is where Elijah was
DAY, 1E P AR XA B b s
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standing alone in front of the establishment plus
the leadership of the country.

At A AR A

| want to tell you about some of the problems
that we are facing in this world today.

A RBATTH A, Pral 2 ) — L ) 7,

Our greatest problem in this world is this,
Horb i K IFRAAZ

we tend to follow the masters of lies.
AT = RER X,

We are forever looking at what others are doing
and then deciding what we should do.

P12 R R WA

This does not please God.
AT D ATTIX R o

Social scientists reveal that 75% of teens

allowed peer pressure to override their own
better judgment,

f AR T5% 0 E D EZ RG], AN
RER S A W2 E,
and | believe adults would not do much better.

HAERE N LF AR L2 .

Let us look back at the picture | painted for you
on Mt. Carmel,

iEFRATTm B 1L E Y,

all the odds were on the side of Baal,
REHER), B2 HE X,

while Jehweh had all the handicap,
HRANAE N 4bT 2555

but you see, the central condition of the contest
is that the God who acts, is God.

SR I LU BRI RS, A FHERNIA R R
P

The God who answers is God,
A BN A 2 EAH,

our God is the God who acts,
FATH R A B/ EN

most often he acts in response to his people’s
faith,

Al i AR [ A FE AL 5
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most often he acts in response to his people’s
obedience.

A 1 40 [ 2 A At RN

Can you imagine all these confused Israelites
coming on top of the mountain,

TR, IR A DLt BRI T,

and there watching what is happening in front
of their own eyes?

IRE & TR L=,

They are like many people today who believe
that God is there but never have a personal
relationship with him.

EA RV AMIEE W, 84

They believe that Jesus died on the cross.

AT TR HRERSEAE + 5 28 £,

but he is irrelevant and divorced from their
daily living.
{EHR R PR AP R AN ADAT B R AR VR TG % o

They may go to church on occasion,
A R s L,

but they may also read the coffee cups and go
to fortune tellers.

EAbIHEE G N

Imagine these people standing there wide-eyed
watching for 9 hours how the 850 prophets of
Baal called upon Baal with no response.

T ARG SZAE AR B 9 /NI, IR B b
% 850 ML SR AN, BETT T Tl PR At AT
I o

I honestly think that the prophets of Baal
sincerely believed that Baal would hear them.

FAHE BT EI SRR AR 0 i, AT A
(ElSVAESUR X (RIS

There is nothing worse than being sincerely
wrong.

SR, PO AR, A R R g

There is nothing worse than being a deceived
deceiver.

H RN S B AT AR
They could not get Baal to hear them,

fibA I TG iRA E 0 m] B AATT,

so they started dancing around the alter that
they made.

TRRAATIAE S A 3 2% A2

They were gyrating,
KT iE 5,
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they were jumping up and down,
B,

they were doing it all to get Baal’s attention,
but to no avail.

i ArIvE )R BT RE R /), A2 TE RN
Imagine Elijah standing there quietly,
DL Y BRBR H 3k 7E — 5%,

patiently,
IRA T 1L

for 9 hours.

BRI

I don’t know what he was doing during that
time,

FANFHIE AR f A4

but by noon time he just couldn’t take it
anymore,

ERFRF, MSLEZAMET,

in verse 27,
5 27 W H,

he began to taunt them saying,

D AIRIAVY bR

shout louder.

R R e !

Baal is getting hard of hearing lately,
HIT S H A B,

after all, he is a busy god.

b AT AT R !

He is probably on an errand somewhere.

fb et 2% 1

Ah, he tires very easily these days.
2, BITAIRE 5 15

Well, he’s probably taking a nap.
fth Al BERER 1

Actually there is a graphic Hebrew word here
in verse 27,

£ 27 TIX AR IESCE M RRIE R,

which means that Baal probably went to the
bathroom.

BRELU, BN ERTFEE T

Finally, when they got desperate, they began to
cut themselves with knives hoping to provoke
Baal’s compassionate response,

wa, MAIITCTE e, R FRARH IR
HEIER, AEEREEE,
but to no avalil.

HIHRIRTERL o
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Do you ever wonder what King Ahab was
thinking?
(% AL e S i S

I imagine he thought to himself,
TIEEE AiE,

but Jezebel told me that Baal was real.
HE e AN 5 R IR 7R Ry ng 2
Let me ask you a personal question.
15 R,

Does your God honor your trust in him and
answer your prayers,

PRI 1 B B RO A S AT, IR [ AR I
P ?

especially when you pray according to his will?
JEF R R AT 1) B = AT R

Listen to me very carefully.

LR

We all put our trust in something or someone
TALE S/ MEFERIR R,

if you put your trust in material things,

UERVRHG 5T 5

then your children are empty.
I T SR RE

Can your material things fill them?

KA S5 AN e s 2 AT T

No!

AL

| submit to you that your material things will

stand there in mockery because they cannot
answer.

SRR, PR B R,  IANBEH AL IR
e
If your god is a god of rationalism that says, |
think, therefore | am,

INRARSFEEAE 3, AL,

when you confront tragedy in life, can your god
answer with the peace that passes
understanding?

MRANERUR AR, B MRS TR
B 22 2

Does he answer with a hope that is beyond
description?

B 54 TR 1B L A 2

No.

Z:lﬁ_\%c
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| submit to you that you or your rationalism
will stand aside in mockery because it cannot
answer you.

CETRIR, BRIE R SWISEAR, AANBE 2R
HR 5 2

If your god is sensuality,
IRARERIER TR,
when you come to the end of the road and you
feel your immortality,

AURERINAEREL, KatHOAEZ NN,
WA 5L,

you can cry to your sensuality but the flames
have already become dust and ashes,

PRIAERRIE R, 22 IRIR,
it will not answer you.
TR R A BINAR.

Ccan your god answer you when you cry out to
him?

PR 2 [R5 VR FR e SR P 2
My God does.

P2,

His name is Jesus.

GLEZY LR 7

Call upon him today!

A R ) A AT SKHE !

In verse 30,

7 30 7 H,

we read that later in the day, Elijah said the
following,

Jei R AL 54

let me show you how my God works.

B JIX R TR,

Elijah asked them to come near.

DA NP AU Al A7 ) 5 S At B 32

There is no hocus pocus here.
BAEH,

There are no smoke and mirrors.

A REIR,

There is no make believe.

AMERZ,

There is no slight of hand,
AL VE BT

Our lives are an open book.

AT AT AR — AR 4, —H T2,
Come close and see how my God works,

FENTLE, BRAIFIATHIH,



99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

113.

114.

115.

and as the sun began to sink into the
Mediterranean.

24 47 [TV A S

Elijah took 12 stones, each representing one of
the 12 tribes of Israel

DA T 12 $efr 3k, AREBLES 12 4
X,

he repaired the altar of God.

Eg PRSI E S T

Do you know why he repaired the altar?
PRENIE A g A 2 B AR IR 2

He repaired the altar because God’s alter had
been torn down out of neglect.

DONER AN (2808 R IR B3, Pt iz 28
IR

God’s altar had been torn down out of misuse.
HIS R0 4 1) 2% 35 DRI 4 i3 FH T 31 353 5

God’s altar had been torn down out of
negligence and running after other gods.

HRANHE PR 4% 3 D] DA B3 N BRCRE Sl 80 1T S 4t o
Can | ask you a personal question?
BYFR AR,

How is your family altar?

PRI R B 23R a0 2

Is it in disrepair?

RBEAKE?

How is your prayer altar?
PRI T S5 3R ey 2

What kind of shape is it in?

AT 2R

Is it in disrepair out of negligence?
T 10 BT 2T AR 2

Out of being busy with other things.
BRI AT T A0 R R B
In contrast to the dry wood that Elijah allowed

the prophets of Baal to use, he saturated the
wood with water.

DAAMEALE B S Fnfl AR SE, e S A
K IRIE I ALE o
He had people carry water all the way out of

the Mediterranean Sea all the way up to Mt.
Carmel

b N A A A 7K B 300 5 1 T

about 1500 feet high.
1500 PR g Ll

116. Because you remember there was a drought,
AC AT N IR Rk 2z i ?

117. so they had no way of getting water other than
from the Mediterranean.

BrAE N AT K B, ASIRAMATAR A KA
Ko

118. There were 12 barrels of water which they
poured out,

AT T 12 FK,

119. saturating the wood,
TEARLEHIIE 1 .

120. just to make sure, Elijah said, go and get four
more.

N T AEARSE AR, DRI N F5E DY A
Ko

121. Why did he do that?
Nt 2B A AW ?

122. Why did he saturate the wood and make a
trench around the altar?

N AMAMBIE ARSI, 2= AEIRH H )
VE) BLER R 1K ?

123. He wanted to give all the odds to Baal and all
the handicaps to Jehovah.

PR g 2 2 ) 3R AT B KRR AL ik HS AT
HAL T AR 55

124. You would do yourself a disservice if you
missed the blessing of verse 36.

WERVREL A T 36 TPT Ui iIAR )y, SEAERAR
TRKHI K o

125. Elijah did all of this in perfect obedience to the
Lord,
DAL 56 4 MR A B 5 7R 11047

126. so when he prayed publicly, he only prayed a
few words.

fATFRIR S, AEH WAL,
127. Elijah had already prayed privately for three
years.

KON =4Ek,  DAIMIEARAE#5 75

128. He did not need to stand up and dance around
the alter for hours.

b AN T EEAN I I AE % 0 S [ T AL 0
129. This is the thing that we often miss in our lives.
BATHI AT A ARX R,

130. It is not the length of ones public prayer that
God cares for,

AT AT RIS XK,
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but the strength of your prayer.

WG HEAE IR

It is not the economy of your words in public
prayer,

AET- AT A5 T 2 /a0,
but the intensity of your private prayer,

IMETANFE S I A 281,

and that is why James 5 said that Elijah was a
great man of prayer.

HMEPEHMER 1550 LT AR AR 4 75 55 1

Do you know that some of these unbelieving
critics have said the following about Elijah

BARAT A, BEEAEIRI N SEIRTCHE T
LA,
that he must have had one of those magnifying

glasses and concentrated the rays of the sun to
start a fire?

AbATI U LARNE — 2 A TR EE, AT BMERRDG
REER AKX

The Holy Spirit knew that some silly people are
going to say that

26 R LFNE BRI NS Uik,

and that is why he emphasizes two things,

AT b 5 ] 9 A1 552

not only that the wood was wet,
AMEARGEZTR,

but it was also sundown, not sunup.

MmHEAKRBHE T, FEAR H 7.
Probably by now, some of you are saying

BYFH AL,
why doesn’t God do that now?
NAT LA BAER A IZFER ) T2

You have to understand that this was a moment
in time in salvation history where everything
was at stake.

TR E, MBI DI kE, XAHrE
N RPN 2]

I mean Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, the
Kingdom, everything hung on the balance.

MTAAFLEE . BEVE ., 29453, R T3 FE
W, HAIAREEE S P S AR R A R e

God does not work like that most of the time
unless it is a moment of absolute decisive,
critical, world-changing times.

P AKX AME, BRARIX A R T4
AR, e PRI DGR A
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For when people saw fire came down from
heaven and burnt everything in sight, they fell
on their faces and cried and said,

A A KNKREE T IR 0], Al
HAR AR AE HL WS T

the Lord, he is God.

HRANHE S A !

| want you to listen very carefully please.
AR,

Great as this event was in Biblical history,

HIE SRSt Al S NP/ S o

but we do not look back to Mt. Carmel for
salvation.

{EFATTFHFAR I 1L EAFRUE

Why?

A

Because we have something greater and better.

PRI3RAT A KB4

We look back to Calvary.
FAER fomgg 1L

We look back to the empty tomb.
HATBELFE O,

We look to the resurrected, glorified, soon
coming back Lord.

AT BRI RMICR LN, R, R
TR ) 3 HRBE

When fire came at the day of Pentecost,

A KB,

men and women were changed forever and for
eternity,

5655 5 Ll A e IR AL, 7K ) B2

and they became filled with the power of the
resurrected Christ.

AT TR 3 B RV ) K BE 787
So we don’t look back to the fire that consumed
stone and wood or even water,

BRI BT A Bk BB A Sk AR5
IKHIK,

but to the fire that cleanses us and purifies us.
I T AT T 2 i B 2K

We don’t look to the fire that consumed the
sacrifice,

HAIARE B EYIHI K,

but to the fire that consumes us with zeal to
declare to the world that Jesus is Lord.

7 R HEHAT ] TF 2 57 2 15 BRI B 21
Ko
5
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How do you think God convinces your
neighbor that he is the Lord?

PG AT e AR AR FR) 40 J A DA 2 T AT ) 3256 2
He wants to do it by your deeper and purer

inner life that enters in and burns the dross of
compromise in your life,

M E I VR AR SR B AR N AE A, XA A
g KN, C&kes 7 5t AZ
¥,

by burning that indecision in your life and
burning that indifference in your life,

R L AR A P B BEA RANBA KL
so that you are able to confront your world,
XEE, PRABE S AR T,

that | may be able to confront my world.
A B 5 AR T .

Maybe you are to confront only one person
with the claims of Jesus Christ.

AR A 7 ) — A NE PHRR SR & 4R
H

God wants to do it through the perceptible
change in your life,

A A AR A SRR (R A i R X 5
so that people will say why are you different.

MATE RARE 2 0, AR S ARANE ?

He wants to do it by our display of his power in
our daily life

e S RPN B s AR L PN
HURIX S,

that we don’t live by sight like the rest of the
world but by faith.

e F N ER 2 R RIS B WA T, FRATTAN
SEAZ LT -

He wants us to do it so that we see the unseen.
PELRATIZ 20, BN EIRATE IRIR A RE
L

He wants us to do it by our exhibiting such

unity of spirit that people will have to say,
behold, how they love one another.

MERATRIE & —, HASSE 2 RAT
PEAR% ;

He wants us to do it by our bearing of fruit.
PRELRRATES AR 5k,

He wants us to do it by our witnessing.

MR RATMIALE,,
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He wants us to do it by our zeal and love for the
lost,

MEIRATRAL K R BLFRL 5 I
and here’s one way you can do it,

PRIAE AT LLIX A4,

say to him,

X

Lord,

F: 0,

lay some person on my heart so that | can pray
for that person’s salvation.

RARIC T BRI NBAET O, BN
A, B AR .

Then when that moment comes that God
provides you, you can confront that person.

— AR ARHL 2, R AT BLR AL A A AR AR
#T

God called Elijah to confront 850,

HRIY PR 25047 850 A,

but that doesn’t mean he necessarily wants you
to do the same.

HARIPHEIRE IR A2 N,

However, he is calling you and me to confront
the enemy, Satan, by confronting one person at
a time.

{ERREIRATHCES PR, a2 3R —
M= MHIRZ

Then watch how God sends the fire of salvation
from heaven to that one person.

SOLEFRATUE a0 ] 1 T OB A O AT 4K
*&O

It is my prayer that you will be burdened with
that fire tonight

AT KA T A8 = TUE H) KIEAR O
until next time.

T H B,

I pray for God’s richest blessing upon you.
FE AR R R HI I 48 451



