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Hello listening friends, we are delighted you
joined us again.
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This is the last broadcast on the series of
messages entitled “How God Works”.
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You may want to turn with me to Il Kings
chapter 2.
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Through this example we will learn about the

three stages which every believer must
experience.
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Elijah has been given a word from the Lord.
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And now it is a matter of hours before he will
be propelled into the presence of God.
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Before that,
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He goes on a quick missionary journey to visit
the three seminaries that he has founded.
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They are three Bible schools in three different

cities where the sons of the prophets studied
under him.

TS FEAAE =S A [] B0 35 17 S S7. 4 = B 56 2R =
1, AR AR S A TR IR B ER A 2 >
And Elijah goes there to say good-bye to each
of them before he goes to be with God.

DAY BEAE TR BARG 258 B [ f A1) 44> A3
ol o

Elisha his understudy and disciple and the heir
apparent would not leave him.
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He went everywhere Elijah went.
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Even when Elijah implored him to leave.

B AR BSR4, Al B AN S =BT

But these towns that Elijah went into with
Elisha have very important symbolic
meanings.
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There is significance in the sequence with
which he visited these places.

Al 1r) X S 4 5 R 58 i PP AR B 2

They represented the three stages through
which every believer goes.
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In verse one,
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He went to Gilgal.
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We know about Gilgal from Joshua 4.
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Gilgal represented a place of beginning.
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Gilgal represented a place of security and
safety.
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Gilgal represented a place of communion and
sharing with God.
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Gilgal represented a place of preparation.
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In Joshua chapter 4,
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Gilgal became engraved on the minds of every
Jew.
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Because there Joshua piled up 12 stones
representing the 12 tribes of Israel.
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There he told the Israelites that in the future
when their descendants ask their fathers what
these stones mean.
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They are to tell them,
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This is where God dried up the Jordan River so

that Israel could cross over into the Promised
Land.
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Gilgal is a symbol of preparation.
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And there Elijah remembered the beginning of
his obedience to God.
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It was the time when God gave him a
challenge telling him to go to Ahab.
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And Elijah obeyed.
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Gilgal is a symbol of Elijah's obedience to the
Lord when he called him initially.
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Then from Gilgal, Elijah went to Bethel, with
Elisha close on his heels.
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Bethel is a place of altars.
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Bethel means the house of God.
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Abraham returned to Bethel where he had built
an alter.
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After he went to Egypt and repented from his
lying about his wife.
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Jacob built an alter in Bethel.
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Bethel is a place of heart searching and self-
examination.
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Bethel is a place of sacrificing.
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Bethel is a place of putting whatever is close to
your heart and whatever you are holding onto
on the alter of God.
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Let me ask you this.

AR A R — A )

What is God asking you to put on the alter?
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God does not ask you to do that because he
wants it or he needs it.
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But because he knows that you need to do that.
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And there Elijah was remembering his giving
of his life to serve and follow the word of God.
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Then he went to Jericho from Bethel.
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Jericho represented battles.
HRA A St i 1 T

Jericho is the place where God supernaturally
gave victory in the battle.
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Jericho represented the battles in Elijah's life.
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Jericho represented the battle with the prophets
of Baal.
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Jericho represented the battle with Jezebel and
Ahab.
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Jericho represented the battle with depression
and discouragement.
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Jericho represented the battle of injustice
against Naboth.
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There Elijah remembered the battle.
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As if to say,
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I am just so glad that the battle is over.
Himr%, XEFEHEE T .

First to Gilgal,
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Then to Bethel,
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Then the departing point.
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Some of you have just begun your Christian
walk.
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You may have just begun the process of
sanctification.
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Symbolically speaking, you are at Gilgal right
now.
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Others of you are walking on your way to

Bethel
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Where you are building an alter for God.
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There you are hearing the voice of God telling
you to sacrifice.
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You are hearing the voice of God saying to
you.
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The reason you feel there is dryness in your
Christian walk is because you are not obeying
me and sacrificing in Bethel.
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That sacrifice may be a broken romance.

PRt R AR AT e — BB R R
That sacrifice may be a shattered dream.
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The sacrifice may be a lost job or a career.
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That sacrifice may be a loss of a loved one.
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Don’t ever forget that whenever you are
placing on the alter of Bethel, God is at work
in your life.
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Some of you have not only been to Gilgal and
to Bethel, but you have also been to Jericho.
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You have known the places of victory after
battle.
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It may have been a battle in your own home
and God gave you victory.
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It may have been a battle where your son or
daughter after years of rebellion turned to
Christ.
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It may have been a battle of thought where you

have wrestled with doubt and fear and
disbelief.
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And now you have made it across the river.
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It may have been a battle of prayer where God
is telling you to spend time with him.
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It may have been a battle of sensuality.
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Whatever Jericho you are in,
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God has given you the victory in the past.
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Let that victory serve as a reminder that God
will give you victory again and again.
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Now you notice Elijah wanted to walk into
these places alone.
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88. You will remember after Mt. Carmel he was
discouraged and he left his servant at
Beersheba and was alone.
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89. When he got there alone, he said to God take
my life.
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90. He was discouraged and despondent.
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91. And had the servant been there, he probably
would have encouraged him.
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92. Because the young man would have reminded
him of the goodness of God.
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93. And here again Elijah wants to go it alone.
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94. But Elisha out of a sense of love and loyalty
and commitment and devotion does not let him
walk there alone.
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95. Oh, what a friendship.
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96. Oh what a commitment.
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97. Such devotion is rare indeed.
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98. Butitis also blessed indeed.
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99. For later on you will discover that Elisha got
double portion of Elijah’s blessing.
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100. If you have one person who walks with you to
Gilgal.
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101. And walks with you to Bethel.
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102. And he walks with you to Jericho.
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103. You are blessed indeed.
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If you don’t,
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I would urge you to take time and cultivate
such a person who will walk with you.
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Not only to Gilgal.
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Not only to Bethel.
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Not only to Jericho.
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But all the way to Jordan.
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A man should choose a man.
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And a woman chooses a woman.
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To walk with you.
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When they go to the Jordan,
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As the gust of wind began to blow,
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Elijah’s mantle fell and Elisha picked it up.
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When the departing moment came,
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Elijah the mentor, the discipler asked his
disciple what he could do for him.
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And I love Elisha’s boldness.
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I have prayed for God to give me such
boldness.
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I hope that you would pray for such boldness.
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Elisha could have said,
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I don’t need anything.
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I’'m not worthy to receive anything.

HABC AT AR,
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You don’t have to do anything for me.
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He didn’t do that.
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| want a double portion of your spirit.
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Elisha knew exactly what he was asking.
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Can | be bold as to ask you a very personal
question?
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If the Lord Jesus Christ were to come to you in
person and sit with you today,
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If he would ask you, what can | do for you,
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What would you ask for?
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What would you say?
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Think about this.
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Elisha could have asked for power to call down
fire from heaven.
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But he didn’t.
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Elisha could have asked for power to raise the
dead widow’s son.
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But he didn’t.
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This wise man asked for the spirit of God that
dwelt in Elijah to dwell in him.
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And he asked for that spirit in abundance.
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Listen to what James says,
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You do not have because you do not ask.
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And when you ask, you do not receive.
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Because you ask with the wrong motive.
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I believe that when it comes to God’s work.
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When it comes to God’s glory.
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God wants us to ask for big things.

AT ERATRONEH,

God expects us to come to him and ask for an
ocean.
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But instead we bring him a small cup.
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And | can almost hear God saying, why a small
cup.
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| want to bless you.
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| want to use you.
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When you read of the life of Elisha you are
going to discover that God answered his prayer
exactly.
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While Elijah performed 4 miracles, Elisha
performed 8.
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So let me challenge you today.
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Dare to ask God for big things.
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Dare to ask God for great things.
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Dare to ask God for mighty things.
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He wants to do it.
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When it comes to the work of God.
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When it comes to the kingdom of God.
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161. When it comes to the salvation of souls.
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162. When it comes to building up the body,
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163. When it comes to impacting the world for
Jesus Christ,
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164. You can ask boldly.
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165. In the ascension of Elijah in the Old Testament

and in the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ in
the New Testament.
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166. Both were witnessed by personal disciples.
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167. Not the large crowds.
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168. But personal disciples.
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169. Had I been staging Elijah’s ascension.
A SR 3 2 HE LLRE TR B 3X — ¢

170. 1 would want the whole royal family of Israel
to be there.
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171. Thank God this is not a series about how |
work.
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172. But about how God works.
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173. And God doesn’t work the way I would work.
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174. These moments were reserved only for those
who lived by faith.
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175. God saves his best for those who have faith.
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176. When Elijah was ascended,
SN FNE 7

177. His mantle which represented the spirit of God
was given to Elisha.
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And when the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to
heaven.
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The Bible says,
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That he gave the Holy Spirit of God to all who
desire him.
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| want to end this series of messages by
reminding you of what | said in the last
message.
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If you really desire heaven in the hereafter,
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You have to walk with God in the here and
now.
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In Matthew 24:36 Jesus said,
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Only the Father knows the hour.
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If you were to die today,
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And face the Lord Jesus.
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If you look into the eyes of the one who died
for you,
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The one who paid the price for your sin and
saved you and redeemed you.
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What would you say?
Pre At ame?

If you are not sure you will go to heaven today,
you can be sure once and for all.
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Just take God at his word.
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It is not because of anything you do.
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But because Jesus promised that when you
come to him in repentance and faith you will
receive eternal life.
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But if you have known the Lord Jesus Christ
and you have not walked with him.
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What will you say when you see him.
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Will you say, I am sorry I wasn’t different
from the unbelievers?
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| am sorry | was cold.
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| am sorry | was busy.
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| am sorry I didn’t realize your kingdom
needed me.
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Will you apologize for all these things or will
you say Lord, God I have given you my all?
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In Il Timothy 4:7 & 8,
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When the time came for the apostle Paul to go
and face the Lord Jesus, there was no regret.
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He said, | fought the good fight.
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Therefore, he knew that the crown is awaiting
him.
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It is my prayer that this will be your condition
when you are getting ready to meet the Lord.
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Until we meet in heaven, I wish you God’s
richest blessing.
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