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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you tuned in today.
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We have just started a new series entitled
“Blessed to be a Blessing”
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which is based on | Peter.
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In order to understand the Word of God found
in | Peter,
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we must first know more about Peter, the man.
FATIZ — mANRBARIX A N

Peter had to lose his false sense of security.
BAT T ST A 8 R AR ) 2 4 K

Why?
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So that he could be filled with the security
found only in God.
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The Lord did this by methodically stripping
Peter of his false confidence.
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God had to strip him of his false confidence in
the places where Peter felt completely at ease.
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In this broadcast, we will look at the next
episode of Peter’s stripping,
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and this second stripping-down is found in
Matthew, Chapter 8, verses 23 to 26.
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Peter was born a leader.

BAF A R A R AT

There’s nothing wrong with that.
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Jesus didn’t have a problem with that.
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Jesus just wanted to make sure that Peter would
not become a problem leader.
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Peter had pride problems.
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Peter had self-confidence problems.
BA5H B B,
Peter had self-adequacy problem,
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and most of these were related to water, the sea
and the fishing;

T LGRS0 AT LA A S,

and they were related not just to any sea, but
the Sea of Galilee.
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That was Peter’s second home.
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Half of his day was spent there,
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and that’s where Jesus encounters him again
and again.
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This is how the story begins.
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The disciples all get in the boat.
IIBEHR L 1 A

Most likely was one of Peter’s family fishing
boats.
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This was Peter’s place of confidence and
adequacy and boasting,
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and no sooner than they got into the boat,
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when one of those well-known wind storms that
the Sea of Galilee is known for begins to rage,
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and they were all panicked.
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Obviously, this storm was like no other storm
they had experienced,
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but do you know who panicked the most?
(L7 SR e B 2

Can you guess who yelled out to Jesus?
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You guessed it correctly. It was Peter.
TRREXS T AR

What was going through Peter’s mind, do you
think?
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He probably was thinking, “I thought I knew
this lake like the back of my hand.”
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“I thought I was an expert in this area.”
HUNLRERX — I ERK T,

“I’ve never panicked before.”
MR T KA,

“I’'m always confident.”

F—RA EER,

‘What’s happening to me?”
REEARHET?

And that is the second stripping of Peter,
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and his self-confidence and courage was
shaken.
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At that point, Jesus, with all the authority of the
Creator God,
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tells the storm to hush and it does.
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The storm obeyed.
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You will find the third stripping of Peter’s self-
confidence in Matthew 14:22 to 31.
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50 =2 B

Once again, the Lord strips Peter right in the
very center of his field of expertise.
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How did this happen?
FEHET ZERR?

By now, Peter has begun to learn [a] few
lessons from his previous strippings.
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By now, Peter has begun to exchange his false
self-confidence for confidence in the Lord.
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Now, my listening friends, did you notice |
said, “he began.”
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The important word here is ‘began.’
FREEHAET [JTR ] XA

Do you remember when you got to the highest
class in your elementary school,

PRIEACAF VR B N P
and you thought you were on top?
UM E C e T,

When you were at the highest grade, you
looked down on other Kids in the lower grades.
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Then, you went to the upper school.
HIRFENT I,

Suddenly, you are down at the bottom of the
heap again.
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Do you know how that feels?
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That’s where Peter was.

AT HAERZ PRI AL B

Peter had just begun.
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Peter had risen to the highest class in
elementary school,
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but, by the third episode, here he goes to the
bottom of the heap in the upper school.
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This time Jesus wasn’t in the boat,
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but He came walking on the water,

B EAE KT L.

and most of the disciples did not know if it was
a ghost.
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Peter, who had just graduated from elementary
school of faith,

AR S D 1N Hl,
he thought now that he had learned his lesson.
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Was he right?
L ?

He was wrong.

filbgl 1!

Peter said,

AT -

“Jesus, if this is you, just tell me to come and I
will walk on water.”
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He now had confidence in Jesus Christ.

fBLEXS HRERR A (5 0 1

Do you see Peter had learned some lessons?
B W2 T AThiRIS ?

Peter’s confidence in Jesus had grown to the
point of knowing that, if what he saw on the
water was the Lord,

WA SRR — s, 4fhF WJE ik
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the Lord would empower Peter to walk toward
Him on water;

AR 3 0 52 25 fth BE
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so Jesus said, “Okay. Walk to me, Peter.”
HRERUE: 115, PRI !

So Peter got up and, after taking few steps on
the water,
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he began to sink;

AT T UL

and Peter’s cry is not, “Look at me, guys!” but,
instead, “Lord, save me!”
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Peter had to learn to trust in Christ’s sufficiency
and not his own self-sufficiency.
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This was stripping number three.
XA = IR

I want to stop here and tell you something of
uttermost importance.

EREE T, WEG VMR FE N
£

My listening friends, please listen carefully.
REMMR, HEEOT,

God does not enjoy seeing His children suffer
the pain of stripping.
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If an earthly mother or father hurts, suffers with
their children,
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how much more does God’s heart ache when
He sees us suffering growing pains?
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But let me tell you something important.

{HE TR,

God knows that you have to grow up.
FRENTEAR 7 ZE A,

You cannot be a spiritual toddler for the rest of
your spiritual life.
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This next time, stripping of Peter is found in
Matthew 16:21 to 23.

AT T —NMEZL ILEAE S KR 16
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This has to do with false self-confidence and
outward courage.

KRAT RABAS AR A5, A2 5 .

In other words, this has to do with the area of
boasting.

Ber) i, MEuR MK ES K.
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This has to do with false self-image that we
often want to project about ourselves.
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It often has no relation to the truth about us.
FRICATESE B IRZTCKEX,

It has to do with that religious mask that we
wear.

HURI AT BT 23 i B ok

When Jesus was telling the disciples about His
up-coming death and crucifixion,

HHRER A R A 14E, ek e 48 E
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guess who rebuked the Lord?
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Peter.
eSS
It was as if he said to Jesus, “Jesus, You don’t
understand who’s company You are keeping!”

AL FE . BRGRIPT ! EE AR ANBS A /R B EK
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Or “Jesus, You are with the mighty Peter and
Peter will take care of You.”

B A HRGRIPT ! R E A4S 2 R AE—
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Are there any of you listening think that you
can help God?

W LRI A, IR RN H B AT AgE 1
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Then, listen carefully,

R R, TE RO,

and learn from Peter’s false boasting.

I H AT R 5 15 e 22 ST 20

Jesus looks at Peter and says, “Peter, you are
the mouthpiece of Satan.”

HESRE B WAFUL: 15, A AT = HEm
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Oh, how those words must have hurt Peter!
WA 1 XA — R L,

This is stripping number four.

XA AT 50 DU IR AT

Next, we will look at the stripping down we
find in Matthew 26:33-35.

PAERNESR, BRMEE 26 = 33-35 717,
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The night of the crucifixion, Jesus was
preparing His disciples for what was coming,

HRERM AT+ 2R MR 47, BT T 14E R
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but Peter wasn’t listening.
BT RA AT,

He was thinking while the Lord was talking and
he insisted on saying,

HRBR UG, Ah B E HKAEOE, IR)E IR
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“Lord, I told You I’ll take care of You.”

FEIT L R T 2 FR AR !

But Jesus looks at Peter and says,

B EREE AT, Xt
“Peter, a few hours from now,”
wrs, JLAskE,

“before the cock crows,”
FERG Y 22 i

“you will deny Me three times.”
PREE =R AN

That probably hurt Peter deeply - worse than
anything else.
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Let me speak to all of you who are Peters, both
men and women.

ARARR T L), i RARAAS —F, ik
CETYRIR:

God is not looking for, nor is He impressed

with your adequacy.

MBI, WAFEERRZEZRETHIA;

God is not looking for, nor is He impressed
with your false confidence.

MEA TR, BAEEREZAEGBNA;

God is looking for your willingness to be
stripped of all that is natural

MEARAE, RS AR R IRAAE )
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so that He can build you up with the
supernatural.

PABCT st e SR B LI

That’s what God is looking for.
XA T E T AN .

I know several people who are craftsmen with
wood.

AR P ZIRE AR DE,
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They tell me that, when they get a piece of
wood that has a lot of varnish and paint on it,

AT R g, AR B —HoRRE, Bl
SR iTpliipe~S

it is important to do something first before they
repaint it.

TEEHHER T, REENE,

The first thing that they have to do is strip the
piece of wood of the old varnish;

[P % i N T |S B R R
then, they bring back the original grain before
they do anything to it.

TR E ARG ARG, A B4kt T 2.
That’s what Jesus was doing to Peter and that’s
what Jesus longs to do for you and me.

HRERTEAR 1S5 b, w2 MOXRER AR, HRGE
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He has to strip us in order to build us up.
XA AT, RS ATT

Let me tell you something important.

IR G URIR— L E M %,

If you have never taken risk in your faith,
WNRARMNBA N TN E s

if you have never attempted something that is
impossible without God’s power to accomplish,

INRARMRBA 2 E LM, RARE
SERMHIRE I RAL, A 7T BESE LY,

then you are missing out on all that God has to
offer you.

2 AR 2 H R A P EE G 25 VR 1

If you have never attempted something so
impossible that, without God’s power, it is
doomed to failure,

AR R 2l et — Lo ds, RARE
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then you are still living in the realm of the
natural

2 ARVIIRTEAE R IR A DI L,

and you have never experienced the spiritual,
the supernatural;

MR AT Jm R el H AR 27

and the problem, my listening friend, is that this
world is full of believers who are living in the
realm of the natural.
PRERINA, R, 4 RAE VS REE)
SRIGAE AR,
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They live like the people of the world.
AR _E i NIA 53 s

They think like the people of the world.
A AT TR N AR —

They never attempt something so great for God.
AT A R

They never take risks for God
fATIA R E R

and they sit where they feel comfortable.
(RN G L

Why?

N2

Because they are afraid.

PR AR TR

They don’t want to experience the stripping-
down in order that He might build them up.

AT B RS, FFiE R ABAT.
My listening friends, this is very important.
RERINA, ESAREE .

Sitting in the natural and living by sight and not
by faith is miserable.

AR E AR, BAEIR L, AEAE O
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Until you experience the supernatural power of
God in doing the impossible,

BRAEIREG P SEE PRI RE ), 25 T8 AN
AT RERER,

you have not experienced God yet
PRIEEA G E o

and, sure enough, before the cock crowed,
FIR, AEXGNY AT,

Peter turns into a chicken and denies the Lord
three times.

WAFMH/N IR, IR IAHR SR

To make things worse,

SR,

we learn, in Matthew 26:69 to 75,

TE 5 KAR S 26 = 69-75 17 HIRATE 2,

that Peter does not deny the Lord to Pontius
Pilate or to the high priest.

PAFIHAEAER L2, BORSE A AT 5N 3
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Peter does not deny Jesus to someone who’s
important in society in those days,

AT I AN FEAE I IR B B R T AT S\
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but Peter denies the Lord to a slave girl!

AT TEIRIEAE— D ZANHT AT 5N /T

In those days, a slave girl was considered to be
at the bottom of society

FEAI, — ARt A R A
and do you know what the Bible says at this
point?

PRENIE LB A ?

The Bible says, in Luke 22:61,
FEINARTT 22 3 61711, R

“And Jesus turned and look straight at Peter.”
T BR, B

Oh, I can tell you one thing about that look.
WA LS YRR, FHEMARIX AR,

Peter never forgot that look.
WAL AR

I want to tell you something else about it.
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It was not a look that said, “Peter, I told you
SO 2

FEMPEL, FARW, e, REmE
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No.

Ny

It was the look that said,

ER AR HR A 2 A,

“Peter, I still love you and I’'m ready to forgive
you. Peter, | understand.”

W1s, WARZIR, RIERZRIFER, 115,
T E

How do | know it was that kind of a look?
WEAFIEEF MR A ?

Because after Jesus had risen from the dead, he
appeared specially one on one to Peter.

By ZHRER AL LR TG LU G, Ay — sl
EEEERTE

Why?

N4

Because Jesus want to say to Peter,

PRI A I SR X A A5 -
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“Peter, I stripped you of all those false idols,
not to hold them against you, but to forgive
you.”

AT, JIFBRIROPTFZ REER, A2
FEPRARAERS, T Z AR AR

“I pulled down all these false confidences and
false adequacies, not to tear you down, but to
build you up in Me.”

FAR AL SRR B B A5 L, MRS E
Wi, ASREREEAR, e EARAE IR A
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“I did these things because I love you and I

want you to do great and mighty things for
Me.”

X o, RPOyEEZNR, IFHEER N
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“Peter, you have an option.”

WAT, MRS HEEER

“You can allow self-pity and sorrow to pull you
down,”

B URAE HAR AR IS IR,
“or, you can move forward in My power.”
BH VR EEAE R BE B AT BT

My listening friends, | want to tell you
something very, very important.

SREWMA, ERE VAR — AR JE R R
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You can focus on what you have lost and stay
where you are,

PRT DAS BT R, MOy H CR AR
MR A

or, you can look straight ahead to the gain that
only God can give you.

B RN IR B B G e, DR A,
AT 20 2 -

It is my prayer that you will look forward.
WHR A, EUREE AT ERT.

In the next message, we will see Peter’s last
encounter with the Lord Jesus.

PR, AR RE KL
HRER (15 I o

Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
FERR RIS 7R, T H 4.



