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Hello, listening friends.

SREMIAR, ARG

Welcome to this series of messages from |
Peter.
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Last time, we started learning how we are to
respond to the seven-fold blessing God has
given us.
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Peter tells us there are six different ways we
need to respond to God’s blessings.
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In thankfulness to God, be alert.
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In thankfulness to God, be holy.
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Thirdly,
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in thankfulness to God, be reverent.
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Look at your Bibles. | Peter, Chapter 1, verses
17 to 21.
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Reverence is another word that the world thinks
strange
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Do you know why?
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Because we have very few things that are
sacred anymore.
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Without things that are sacred, there is nothing
to reverence.
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Many people in the world despise authority and
those in authority.
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This is particularly because people in authority
have ceased to be holy
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and, therefore, cease to be revered.
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My listening friends, this is very important.
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In the whole process of losing reverence for
those in authority,
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many have lost their reverence for God,;
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yet, Peter said that, if you are truly thankful to
God for your blessings,
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then, you have no choice but to revere God as
your Father.
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You have no choice in this.
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God, the Father, must be revered.
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The Bible uses the term “Father” because,
throughout the Scripture, one fact is
understood,
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that fathers are to be treated with respect.
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In the Scripture, it is understood that fathers
reflect the holiness of God,
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and, since they reflect the holiness of God in
their life,
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they are to be treated by their children with
reverence and respect and honor.
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I have deliberately chosen the word
“reverence,” rather than the literal translation of
the word, which means “fear.”
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Let me explain to you about the change in this
translation of the word.
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Because people often associate the word “fear”
with ideas like “dread” or “terror,”
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and that is why it would not be a good word to
use given the current understanding of the
word;
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yet here, in the Scripture, the word means
“adoration.”
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It means that we will get literally on our faces
before God out of respect and honor.
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In the ancient languages,

fEHSCH,

the word comes from the word that means
applying the lips to the back of the hand
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and kissing the head and out of respect and
reverence.
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It means being awestruck for what God has
done for us.
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It means being completely and totally
overwhelmed with God’s active generosity,
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and that is why we bow in respect.
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It means being so overcome with a sense of
unworthiness.

TR BRI H O 2 A AL

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

It means having the total inability to repay
God’s colossal act of generosity.
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It means being almost tongue-tied,
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or stuttering and stammering and not knowing
what to say,
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all because of the great price Jesus paid to
redeem us from our sin.
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I am told that, in the days of slavery, some
slaves would save all of their lives,
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but they were never able to save enough to
redeem themselves from their masters;
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S0 you can imagine how that slave would feel
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if someone would just walk in and pay the debt
in full and thereby give the slave his freedom.
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The conditions of slavery were no payment, no
freedom;
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no redemption, no liberty;
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and making that payment is exactly what Jesus
did for us,
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but He did not free us from the short span of
our lives on earth,
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but for eternity.
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We were slaves to sin.
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We were heading for hell.
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We were slaves to the consequences of sin
without any hope for liberty or freedom.
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The price of our liberty and freedom was too
impossible for any to pay.
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The price could not be paid with all of the
money in the world.
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The price for our liberty and freedom could not
be paid with all of the precious stones in the
world,;
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but only a perfect and sinless man could have
paid for that price.
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Only a God-man could have paid the price,
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and Peter goes on to say,
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in the Old Testament, the lamb that was offered
as a sacrifice in the temple
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had to be completely whole and without
blemish.
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No outward blemish like a broken limb.
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Not even an inner blemish, like a disease or
sickness.
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That is why very few people could afford to
make that sacrifice;
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and, even when they could afford it,
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they would get their sins forgiven just for a
short time;
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then, they would have to go back and find the
perfect sacrifice and pay for it all over again;
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and Peter is saying
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what is happening now is that Jesus Christ [is]
the Lamb of God without blemish and without
spot.
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He had no inner blemish.
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He had no outer blemish.
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What does that mean?
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Spiritually speaking, Jesus was the perfect
Lamb of God.
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Why?
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Because He never sinned in thought.
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He never sinned in word.
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He never sinned in deed.
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He never sinned, period.
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And that is why He, and He alone, could pay
the required price for freedom from sin:
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the shedding of His innocent blood.
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My listening friends, | want to tell you
something very important.
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Jesus’ death was no ordinary death.
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It was a sacrificial death.
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Jesus’ death was no accident.
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It was planned by God before Adam and Eve
ever sinned.
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You can read it in the Scripture.
IRIPER e 7

It is right here in this passage in Peter,
AR BAE .
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and Peter makes this point very clearly in his
very famous sermon at the day of Pentecost.
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In Acts, Chapter 2, verse 23, he said,
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“This man was handed over to you by God’s set
purpose and foreknowledge;”
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“and you, with the help of wicked men, put him
to death by nailing him to a cross.”
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Because He was the slain Lamb of God,
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because His perfect, innocent blood was shed,
R A AR HY 58 38 T AR UL

Peter goes on to say,
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99. now, He sits on the bench as a judge.
N4 i AR A H AR R L

SECTION B

Z.#B

1. He was always a judge.
1) SRt S A B S ) = 5

2. Heisnow a judge.
DAEME,

3. He will be a judge.
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4. Some believers have problems seeing Jesus as a
judge.
A e LB A A DL A2 32 HIS k2 W )

5.  Some believers like the idea of Jesus as a baby
boy.
A L E B E B R RS N,

6. They like the idea of Jesus as gentle man and
healing the sick and forgiving of sinners,
AT 52 X IS A S il 2 ) B 2 MR

7. but they do not like the idea of Jesus as a judge,
{EARATIAS = W HR SR B Dy i )

8. and, yet, it is the very core of the gospel.
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9. If you deny it, you deny everything.
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Here is how I like to explain this.
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Jesus is the righteous judge Who sat on the
bench,
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but He is the righteous judge Who pays the
penalty of the criminal.
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He is the righteous judge Who stepped down
from His bench.
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Why?
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So He could receive the punishment in the
place of the repentant criminal.
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He is the righteous judge Who set aside His
dignity.
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He is the righteous judge Who sets aside His
honor.
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He is the righteous judge Who sets aside His

reputation.
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Why?
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So that He might pronounce the guilty but
repentant criminal guiltless,
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but here’s the most incredible thing of all:
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Now, that the judge has paid the redemption
price for all those who will turn to Him as
Savior and Lord,
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He is now back on the bench at the right hand
of God.
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That means that Jesus is in a place of authority.
A A U HR BRI AE AL
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He is now back at the bench and He will judge
all who refuse to believe in Him.
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He judges non-believers.
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To the believers, He says,
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“I want you to call my Father, your Father.”
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To the rest of the unbelieving world, Christ is
their judge and sentencer.
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To the believer, Christ is our brother.
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To the unbelieving world, Christ will
pronounce judgment,
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and, yet, He turns to His own children and says,
“You can call Me Friend,”
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and that is overwhelming.
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It is dumbfounding.
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This should strike within us a sense of awe and
reverence for God,
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and this sense of awe and reverence should not
just happen every time you hear a teaching
about this.
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This sense of awe and reverence should happen
every day.
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The sense of awe and reverence should happen
every moment of every day,
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and that will happen every time we truly begin
to count our blessings,
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and, in gratitude, live in obedience to the Word
of God,
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and we call Him, “Abba.”
FATRRM Sy “PTEAL” .

God is not the kind of Father that is portrayed
on television.
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God is not the kind of Father that is treated with
disrespect and contempt,
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but He is the kind of Father Who deserves
honor, reverence, and adoration.
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He is the Father that should receive a bending,
not just of our knees, but also of our wills and
our hearts,
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and, if we truly begin to count our blessings,
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then we will be alert.
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We will live a holy life,
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and we will be reverent to God.
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My time has run out.
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It is our prayer that you will tune in to the next
broadcast.
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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