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Hello, listening friends.
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What a joy it is to know that you are following
this series of messages, “Blessed to be a
Blessing.”
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| want to begin by asking you a question.
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Have you ever dealt with anyone who was
having an identity crisis?

PR 50— L AN SNIE [ O R AAH b ?
If you have, then you understand the depth of
sadness in such situations.
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If you have ever been in a situation where you
found yourself suffering from an identity crisis,

WRAR G A AR E O 5 7 B
you understand how confusing that can be.
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Outwardly, everything may look alright;
SNRE AT A,

but, inwardly, you feel insecure and unsure.
EfRLHREAZ S, BHITE.

There were times in my youth when | was
going through my own identity crisis.
LIRS, M AREH S E
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Someone once said
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millions of people are desperately seeking for
their missing identity.
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For those of you joining us for the first time,
AN RARE B — T AT H
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we are in the middle of a series of messages
called “Blessed to be a Blessing;”

FATEAAY (fEFRIGEAR) XA RFIBIR,
and, today, in | Peter, Chapter 2, verses 4 to 12,
S RBANVES, PASATH5 5 4-1275,
Peter shows us how God's blessings should
define our identity.

WA B R IAT, BTG RAE, Jug 7K
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Out of His goodness and blessings, God gave
us our identity.

T R, A4 T B S
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My listening friends, listen very carefully to
what I’m going to tell you.

SREMA, P4 .

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ,
W RAR R R AE

if you follow Him every day,
WERVRR R ERRE T,

then you should not have an identity crisis.
IRARLZA 5 73 R B G o

If you understand the blessings you have in
Jesus Christ,

R AR B B AR A2 BB S 5L B HL i 45 2 AR
these blessings ought to define your identity;
X LEAR AR I 85 70

and that’s exactly what Peter is saying in this
passage:

X RARAFAE IR B SC R i i,

that out of God's goodness,

PSRRI e

out of God's mercy,
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out of God's grace,

PRI ) TR 24,

out of God's abundance,

PRERULIE .

we are given our identity.
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Believers have no reason to flounder in the
Christian life.

BHEARIZ N T B TR FEBAER & 7 i 2
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There are some people who see their identity in
their family name.

AL NS Bk E 3 S 77
Some men see their identity in their jobs,
AL N RNV R SE 5 77

or their titles,

ECEEAAT T A BR A,

or their achievements.
BCEEARATHR Al o

Some wives see their identities in their
husbands.

(FEE SE/ e S N =R

Some children are happy to identify with their
parents.

T T IR TR B )

Peter is telling us here that our true identity as
believers in Jesus Christ

AR ], BB LS 7,
comes from what Jesus did for us and what He
did with us.

se SEE HRER N IRATT AR, A St 53R4T —
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Why?

Nt

Because we were nothing and He made us
everything.
RONIRATE A —SCAMAE, MR 9 2
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In | Peter 2:4 says, “As you come to Him...”
PAFHTP R U ARAIR S AT
What does he mean by that?

fih Rt 2m 2

Before you come to Christ, you were nobody as
far as Heaven was concerned.

BRI EE AT, IREER =oAL
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As far as justice in the courts of Heaven was
concerned, you were dead in sin.
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Before you came to Jesus, you were worse than
nobody.

FEARIA R HRER 2 R, VRIETC A N EHR A
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Before you came to Jesus, you had no spiritual
identity to speak of.

FEVRIE ) HR 8K 2 AT, ARFRAS A AR 8 R
%/\ ,

You live and then you die and that’s the end of
it.

WRid T —F 70 T, R AA .
Peter goes on to say that we were dead stones
WA U, FATIR — P E i a
3%,

and, then, Jesus, the Living Stone, quickened us
and made us precious living stones.

(B EHRGR 2SN, Mg Ay, MefgdkAr], £
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Peter uses a lot of figurative language here and
you have to use your imagination.

WA AR B TIRZ LRI L, /RS
B AR R G R PR .

Peter gives us 6 characteristics of our identity
as believers.

A5 H A BAE S 70 B 7S MR I

Let’s look at them.

AT ——KE

Number one, we are living and precious stones.
% WATREFIEA;

Secondly, we are a chosen people.

%, WATRMARILR RS,
Thirdly, we are royal priesthood.
F=, WATRAEBHEH];

Fourthly, we are a holy nation.

S0, FRATTR v A

Fifthly, we are God's own possession, God's
own people;

H, AR THEOK TR

and number six, we are mere tourists in this
world.

FN, FAMEIR A A R ER.

We will look at these one by one.
AT — T — TR F

First, believers are living and precious stones.
B, B E RN A
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The only reason believers in Christ are called
precious stones

FBAE 2 BT RO R o s A, ME— B
H A

is because Christ Himself is the cornerstone.
RN R IR 5 Ot 2 s M Ao

Peter sees believers or the church as a
magnificent building,

TEMAFAR T, FeB e sy, g — e
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a spiritual building.
—HRJE R T

Peter is saying that believers are a far more
magnificent building than any building
anywhere.

WA, FEBERON—FBESY), it BT
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In ancient times, the whole building was as
good as its foundation stone.

w A, SR T R R

The whole building stands or falls on the
strength of its cornerstone.

AT, TRt SEAL, SNBET e
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The cornerstone was always laid at the
intersection of the corner,

B fa AT W s A 3 — B ok

and the other foundation stones were placed
along side of it;

At B AT R M s 1 A 22 TR
and, as the building goes up,

4 b AR B,

every stone in that building was placed in
relationship to the cornerstone.

B P KA s A0 AR R

Did you notice that Peter did not say that we
are made of bricks?

PREERAERR, EHFAL BN S
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Why?

HA?

Because bricks are all look-alike.

R s L # & —FEIY,

Bricks have the same dimensions.

R A R FE AR AR,

Bricks have the same shape,

BB LA IR TAR o
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and the reason Peter does not say we are bricks

PAFAEIA T LA ERL S A — AR A,

is because God does not mass-produce His
children,

ey, ME LR Rt K E i
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nor does He expect us to perform the same
tasks.

PRI R IATT AL R B TAE
He has given us different measures of faith.
MG 25 FATIA [F) 4 B HIAS L

He has given us different spiritual gifts,
fzs T RATAF 8 & R B,

and, therefore, what God expects from me is
not necessarily what He expects from you,

FrU AT BRI, AR, AN—%E
GEIGR

as long as we both are faithful;
RERATER L AR AR At

and that is why Peter calls us “stones,”

BT LA AS RN T A2k

because each stone is different from the other.
K A — A SR AR ANAH ]

Each stone is distinguished from the other.

B P AR AT

Spiritually speaking,

Mg R ) R,

sometimes, the Master Builder will have to
smooth some rough edges of a given stone.

AT IR A2 TRE T 22 B e Sk A A1

Sometimes, the Master Builder has to chisel
some bulges in a given stone.

A7 B S TR EE 8 T R Sk 2 RIS
45

Sometimes, the Master Builder has to chip
away at the jagged edges of a given stone,

A IS AR 2 M e B A SRR A
and all of this can be painful sometimes.
X LBHR IR 2

My listening friends, please listen to me
carefully.

SREMINR, 15O

Because this can be painful, some believers
stay away from the building,

LN, T AT S I K e
EI,
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and that is why some believers don’t want to
get too close to the other believers.

Pt AT S B A it aze HL At 2

That is why some believers don’t want to be an
active part of a church.

PRl S EEA R BRI S 54 %,

That is why some believers refuse to fit in their
rightful place in the service, in the body of
Christ.

FTDAAT S B IR 2 2 5 AR S B B iR L N AT
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Of course, that’s the height of selfishness.
HIRX R HALHY,

Why?

Htta

Because their absence is like a missing stone in
a building which, of course, creates a draft.

OSBRI, X 1> 1 — e
Sk T R XU 5
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Their absence makes the building less efficient.

AATTERIBRIE AR 1 551 (Tl RE s

Their absence keep the building from being as
effective as it could be,

AATTRIERIE AR b5 AN BE R MZ A 1
hak

but when all the stones are there, working and
serving the purpose of God,

SR, RO H E A, NIRE
E AR

God's blessings will fall upon it.

LG o

Let me ask you a few questions.

IR A AR LA i) 2

Are you a good, precious, living stone?
IRIEATE— BRI F DT VS £ ?

Are you a living stone who is willing to be
placed where the Master Builder wants to place
you,

g —Jusfa, BRSNS 82 E
nd, 2

or do you run away all the time?

BCE AR SR TE i ?
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Are you a living stone who has surrendered to
the Master Builder’s shaping,

PRt —HudA, I e e TR i ) e R
B 2

or do you please yourself all the time?
BCE R R SR B4

Are you a living stone who is in your place of
service,

RAE — RIS AR 22 b A _E R4 1 ?

or are you carelessly letting others bear your
load in the building?

WERG A H CTE, ER K& ?

Are you that precious living stone?
PRI F Bt HTE A ?

Because that’s where your identity is.
PRI A i il 2 VR ) 5 7
There are some believers who mistakenly think

that, if they just receive Jesus as their Savior
and Lord, then that’s all they need to do;

AU EGEIR LY, REEZ AR R
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but they are wrong.

fib A 14 1

Believers have responsibilities to the Master
Builder to be a living stone in His building.

FBAER ST N A TR MR g i s 2 B
) — s A7

You have responsibility to the cornerstone, the
Lord, Jesus Christ.

PREE 1) 55 A A BB BRI 4 F

You also have responsibility to the other living
stones to stand with them.

PRI HAB A A DT, ZERRATIIRR

N
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You stand with them with all of their
weaknesses.

AT A 5955, RS

You stand with them with all of their faults.
AT EA R, IREMATFL;

You stand with them with all of their
inadequacies;
HATTERA R, RS AT

but, my listening friends, | want to tell you
something else.

ESERRIA A, ARG VR,
You are not a perfect cut either.
IREANIE 58 S T IR A o
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First, our identity is that we are precious living
stones.

B, AT S 702 B
Our second identity is that we are a chosen
race.

BTAVE A0, BARIG R,

This was a term that was used to describe Israel
in the Old Testament.

IR R, HRENZIRRIZE UG,
Now, the Apostle Peter, who lived and walked
with Jesus for 3 and 1/3 of a year,

DU, (EAEMCASEREE 1 HbER =4~ (1R fa],

lifts out this description of Israel in the Old
Testament

fiANIHZT L, SEXMB R L HI R AR R
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and applies it to the church of Jesus Christ,
AEHR SR B s & |,

which is now the new Israel of God.

W JE TR LS R

Why did God choose Israel in the Old
Testament?

FEIHAINAR, FO ARk Lt s1] REVE ?

Not because they were [a] great civilization.
HARFE AT 7 AR,

There were civilizations that were far more
advanced.

HSHBA TR SR ZET T
Not because they were obedient people.

AR I ABAT T2 M PR 7 2k

Just ask Moses. They gave him plenty of
trouble.

WL i) o) BE Y, AN A RS A 220 R
J:ﬁ o
Not because they had superior intelligence.

WA BT A KR,

There were far more intelligent people at the
time.

N AR 22 F0R EUARAT T BE Ak 1 R

Not because of anything in them.

FEEA R AT AT A G 26

God chose Israel because of His sovereign will.
PRRE DL OB T 2 Y A,

That is the only reason.

X ME— R R

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

He is God and He can do anything He wants to
do.

e, gl E R EmAT,
God is not accountable to you and to me.
AN 5 22 [ AR FASACH TS o

The sooner we understand this, the sooner we
become obedient and effective for the kingdom
of God.

RERAT B R, Bl RELE B [ FLIR I
RIEDRL
When the Israelites rejected God's cornerstone,

BT NAE LR b5 M A

God's Anointed One,

P E SLR I —AL,

they were put aside.

AT A A AT — 55

Peter is saying that God has chosen everyone
who chooses God's cornerstone.

BeAGUL, FRPRLE PLA L PR AN 5 A A
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He chooses everyone who believes and
submit[s] to His Messiah.

MR NLAEARE TR SR ZE T AN o

and, therefore, the chosen race in the New
Testament is not based on physical descent,

PRk, B2 B BLRE R IRER, A1k i
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but by adoption of grace.

T A R T 4BTR A

Here’s what Peter is saying.

A SR Ui,

Don’t ever forget that the cornerstone was
rejected.

TAAERI, bfa S,
He was despised.

A,

They spat on Him.

A 7

They let Him bleed to death,
ML I 25T,

but now He is glorified as the mighty
cornerstone.

HInS SR, BOvHKE B
If you believe in Him, He will protect you.
R fE, i RAG R,
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He will guard you.
o4 AR,
He will guide you.
M= 51 SR o

And the very cornerstone that was rejected?

X — PR AL ) s A

God said of Him that He is the one

PRI, A Al

Who can take you to Heaven.
MEREAT AR B R 5 .

While those who surrender to the cornerstone
will be protected by Him,

U FE BN IZ 5 A ), 45 21 1t £
o

by the same token, anyone who rejects the
cornerstone

[FIRERT, L4 AAaRIN,

will be crushed by the very stone that they have
rejected.

Rt E SRR A ki

Peter is saying that those who reject the
Messiah

WA, FELATRIETAIN,

will one day be crushed by Him.
A — R IRFEILIH K .
Those unbelievers will be crushed by the very

stone that will receive, accept and protects
those who do believe in Him.

ARSI KAELERN, HaEM R
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Our first identity is that we are living precious
stones.

AL E w2, E5iEf.

Our second identity is that we are the chosen
race.

HATEE A B2, PRk mR3E.

Next time, we will look at our third identity,
T HBITEE B =577,
namely, that we are the royal priesthood.

N PRSP SR IR S

Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
JERR KB R LS IR, O H Al 2



