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Hello, listening friends.
R, IR,

It’s a delight for us to know that you have tuned
into this broadcast.

IR %R BEMS T BT TR H
And if you are joining our broadcast for the
first time,

RS RRVRE — IR XA H,

we are in the midst of a series of messages from
the First Epistle of Peter.
FAVEAE RS AT 15 A RIIE R

Today we’re going to look at what Peter tells us
about God’s design for marriage.

A RIBATEB ATV, FHRL A I )
E.

Dealing with marital relationships is one of the
most explosive subjects.

WENGSIHR &R, WA — M B Y
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Uh- What are the characteristics of an ideal
marriage?

I, BRAR A US IR B R LR AL 2

In the world today, there are many conflicting
voices regarding the ideal marriage.

PLAE IR B BAR I ASTH, M B2 AR
H, HERTEREE,

That is one reason why so many marriages are
in trouble.

X AVFZ AR I T 1)
There are so many opposing views,

KON K Z BAHT JE BT,

so many conflicting arguments,

FZ L,

and all have produced broken marriages,
broken homes, broken lives, and broken people.
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There are many advisors, counselors, and so
called experts.

BIRAVFZ ISR, 45, FMPHEN%
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These experts often argue from experience as to
what constitutes a happy marriage,

REELFATHEREE H Qe 4
FERE) FRCSEAR AR A ) 2R

and that’s very dangerous.

HI SRR o

They are causing more harm than good,
X SAEAE R FE AL, WHEAR,

because God, our maker, gives us what He
designed for an ideal marriage.

PO ERAR AR A, A TRIENE £ B, JF
BG4 JATHI .
God has a plan for a contented marriage.

MR, AN BRSO

Sometimes | visualize the problem of marriage
today as a group of day laborers who want to
build a skyscraper,

A, BARRN AR AVUS WA, g —
FERIEEER KL TN,

and they try to build this skyscraper without the
architectural blueprints.

Pl B IS IR A KR i, A e i
Bt S

Can you imagine what kind of building would
that be?
TRAEANRERL G, KR i AT A FER 5T
Mg ?

It would be constantly falling apart.
—EIRTE G 1555

In the world today, people enter marriage
without a good blueprint.
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Have you noticed how many people who have
failed marriages become experts and give free
advice on marriage?

EBRAEZR, WEREIRBHA, R
DS L R G B, IRs TR dhmd
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Would you like a medical student who failed

his medical boards six times and then become a
medical expert?

R A ik —MERZEB BN IR RA A%
M2, SRR B 52

This kind of thing does not happen,
AEHEXFER R,

but somehow, these people have become so-
called experts on marriage.

{EL i (3K 5\ T 88 0] AR RR 0 00 it i)
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| just read about an expert who was counseling
a couple in his office,

BIERNIE W—RE, Suh— % KM
(R Ip A % L T — X0 R,
after listening to them for awhile,

fF W 1 — 2 JLIX R RZE R R,

he attempted to offer some hope to what seems
to be an irreconcilable difference.

AR IR AR, k2, B R R
High A,
He leaned forwarded and interjected,

b e B 1 B XHARATT 35

“The problem that you seem to have here is that
you are both overreacting to minor problems.

PRI T, AN NFR RN ERAE T

I know how you feel about this.

FHTEVRATI R AZ

I had the same problem with one of my wives.”
FERFAF T LA AR Z 18] A R 1 ] 7L
Let us turn to the blueprint of the Designer’s
Guide.

EBAPKER, BRI I B R A
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Let us see what God said in His Word.
EIRARE MR B A

If you have your bible, please turn to First
Peter, chapter three, verses one to eight,
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and let us read it together.

kAR

My listening friends, | have emphasized this
many times in the past messages,

REMMA, SELEEmIA 1L ILIX,
but it is very important,

{ESCAE R R 2,

namely, that you must understand the scriptural
passage in its context,

FURE YL, AR ZER A2 SO SN E T 3

because someone looked at these eight verses,
of First Peter three, and asked,

PIPSECE-YNEN R ECHR L =t S YIS
Je, B,
“Why are there six verses in this passage

directed to wives and only one verse to
husbands?”’

N ARNTECNET U, WA —TE
SO SR YA ?

The truth is, there is an historical reason for
that.

FL b, BRI EHE R,

My listening friends, please listen carefully,
SREWR, HE L.

in Roman society, where Peter was writing this
letter by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
W Bt s B, BINAE 2 25 R KIS,
FEAED B HIXEME,

it was the accepted rule that a wife should
always have the same religion as her husband.

AR fige, 227 BRBE SR A SR B R =] 22 W
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So, when the Christian faith appeared in the
Roman society,

DR L 24 2 R A5 A L BRAE 2 A i

it was a common practice when a pagan
husband becomes a Christian,

—NARAG R BRI E A S, 15
I

that his wife and family automatically followed,
and they became Christians.

LT ME N IRE RN T B E.

That was clear from the Cornelius conversion
in the Book of Acts, chapter ten.

FEAEAGEAT 15 50 1 2 Bl Ay — MRS 2 1
¥ A ERUE ER S,
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That was clear in the conversion of the
Philippian jailer.

A TEHESL EE R 26 4 M5 £ R IRTE 2211
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That was the culture of the Roman society.
XA T DA 2 IR,

Whatever religion the husband embraced, the
wife and the children followed.

HOCRIE AREL E 7L Bt iRE (S
o

But if the wife became a Christian, and the
husband remained a pagan,

EURZETAE T B RO EEBAE, 1S CRIR
IR B S UE A,

that created a huge problem.

pi1%: e asta I

I cannot describe to you about the social
dislocation that this has created in the pagan
society.
REAFZUTESE MR E,
XAPE 231 2 R TR L -

The Roman man saw his wife’s change of
religion as a challenge to his manhood.

—ANFHRHEN, FEHCHETHER TE
(LI R Y (S R G 0 A e g 48

He saw that as a challenge to his authority in
the household.

fih Ny, XA AR — 2 2 T HIBUE Rk .
Generally speaking, a Roman wife could add

one or two or three or four new gods to the list
of gods that the family worshipped.

—fCk U, BT IAE R BTE 2 R
ZHh, B P EAEYANE
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And that was just fine with the pagan Roman
husband,

AR By R IFFA R FE T A,

he had no problem with that whatsoever.
AN 9 IZ 2 2 TG T L

Why?

2 We?

Because they believed that the more gods that
they had, the better off they were.

PRUOSARATAR S, JRAOMIER S, AR T
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But what the unbelieving Roman husband
could not understand, or could not accept was
the exclusive nature of Christianity,

(EAMSHRERRY Z S CREA H, BAER
Az, B EMRR—1E,

he could say to his wife, “What do you mean
you are abandoning all of the gods and sticking
just to worshipping one god?

TR0 27U, ARG HoAth B oA i
B2, BREEIE A, IR AT A S R ?
What do you mean you are doing away with all
the gods?

PRI L E TR HAR IR A e ?

We need more gods, not less!”

B A, A D T ?

The unbelieving Roman husband, like the
unbelieving husband today,

ZHRAAE LR, G5 RAMEEW
LR—F,
he does not understand when his wife comes

home and says, “Jesus said I am the Way, the
Truth, and the Life,

fARAANBI 2, HFE TR Ah 5, HR ik
ui, Rt SER. L A,

that no one comes to the Father except through
me.”

HAMEER, BA NGRSO %
Therefore, because of the very specific problem
that had arisen among believing wives who had
unbelieving husbands,

FrLL, BN 7R RAEEEENZE T, A
& EHLRZ I B B AR P

Peter spends six verses trying to help them deal
with this difficulty.
TRIAFH NI AL,

H
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SRS B A AT IR e v

He dedicates more verses to minister to them,
than he does for the believing husband.

ST THEEETERLREZHA, K
WXL T,

A believing husband, who automatically had a
believing wife, had to do only one thing,

WA EHSLRAT, AT 22 & fth ik
RIEBHER, HAFREM— .

look at First Peter 3:7:
THEMARRH =58 715,

“He is to be thoughtful,

T2 RS T [A) T
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caring,
T,
giving,
£,

supportive,

SCFFS

nurturing,

%,

sensitive,

PRI

understanding,
TR,
and considerate.”

PSYILE SRS

Oh, that’s not easy.

Mk, ARAN fi] !

But Peter says a Christian husband must have
all of these qualities.

BT, A5 AR 1KLL i

What Peter actually does here, is give more
responsibility to the Christian husband in one
verse, than he gives to the wife in six.

HSPATAEIX R, LA AL AN 4 3 X
ETPTUN, 4 7 EEGERSURE KI5
f£.

So now you understand why there are more
verses to Christian wives with unbelieving
husbands than there are for husbands.

BUEIRBIE TIE, St afh 52 M4,
XN RIB G ERFEEEET T,
What does the Word of God say to believing

spouses who have unbelieving spouses in this
passage of First Peter 3:1-8?

XFRFZIE, — M5 E—DIAAMEENE
B, EPASHT B =3 1-8 1 H, 15 EE
EAU?

In verses one and two he said,

By BT

“You do not have to use words in your
witnessing.”

PRAN— 7€ T ZE ) 5 1 AIE .

In verses three to five he said,

BRI U

“Your inner beauty of character is your greatest
asset.”

RATERISRAE, RUREBCRII B
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In verse six he said,

FNT UL

“Your submission to God will liberate you from
all fears.”

PRIGUIRAR, 39 T LA ) 8 AR AR T
K

Finally, for believing couples he says in verse
seven,

B Ja BT, AE ERRIA,

“Learn to live in harmony together, for this is
how your prayers will be answered.”

T S MIEEARAL RN B 0 52 T T
Let us look at all of these very quickly.
EFRAVR PR K B XL H A

First,

e
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you don’t have to use words in your witnessing.
TRA € T B & 1R HOLIE .

Look at First Peter 3:1,
HENRAIE=%17,

“Likewise, wives submit to your husbands so

that if any of them is not a believer, would be
won over without a word being said.”

RAMEET ), ZRE SRR, KR
AAMENTEER SR, ABATRIRANTIE, B
AT DA BRI EE T W AT B ik

Do you want to know what Peter is saying
here?

PRAEAS R RE AT P i ) e R 2

He knows that a new believer is always full of
zeal and vim and vigor.

fhEENIGE ERN, SR TR, F—
JB S ATE 77 6

A new believer is anxious for an unbelieving
spouse to experience what she is experiencing.

—AFRERE, BRMROLEMAE, REE
FRC I REER AT RIRE A 22 5

But because they are new believers,

B AR TRINE AKX,

they do not understand that conversion is God’s
job.

%mﬁTﬁ,ﬁiﬁ&Q%W%IW;
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They do not understand that it will be done on
God’s timing.

AATTAS T, AE i R 3R A R B T

And they are tempted to be so persistent in their
enthusiasm,

1M H, ABMTEAER R 5 SR

that they are tempted to nag their husbands.
AT AT R SE R 2RIV

So Peter is saying, “Don’t nag him,

T RAAFRABATSL, A ZSARF W],
that will turn him off,

XRE, AR )UK,

that will be counterproductive.”

=gl

My listening friends, listen carefully to what
Peter does not say,

RERINR, VO AT S
he does not say ignore him,

fIEA R, A A,

he does not say be cold and disapproving of
him,
fIFAEYL, DL EEAr, WAL AR
no he does not do that.

A, A IR A Y

He does not say, “Never answer a question
about the faith when he asks you.”

WA BEE B, 240 ] AR S AR, A
ZAh

No.

AT !

But rather, Peter tells wives to demonstrate the
character of Christ.

AT IR LB T T U2, TE
ErRE !
And that is why this passage comes

immediately after the passage that we looked at
in the last message,

EWEE N4, XA SCEERAE EIRIRAT
FRiFI& s 2 g,

namely, the modeling of the example of Christ.
TR R EROEFE B RS,

Do you remember what | said to you in the last

message?
(SN IREEAs SN IE Y SUE K
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No one can ever model the example of Christ,
unless they have a relationship with Jesus
Christ.

PRAEARAIHR SR B B ST ARG R, AIRIRANRE
ROEHEE

Here he is saying, wives, now that you have a
relationship with the Lord,

PAFEIX Y, F AT, DAEIRAEE T
Ta\%/\y

then model His example in your life.
U EEAE AR I AR i B0t

He is saying, develop your Blessor’s
characteristics.

i, EAERA G, FEIRIREIG AR 56

VA
1,

Peter does not speak to single people in this
passage.

AT I A AEIX B e SCEG B B N L34t
A

For those of you who are believers and are
single,

RIS EAE, SRR,

| want to refer you to First Corinthians, chapter
six, verse fourteen,

WHBAIREF AL G TN T 1477,
where Paul tells you not to marry an unbeliever.

R UL, ANERRAME LRSS,

Peter here is speaking to wives who became
believers after they were married.

WAFIX BT, e AR E5 48 DS A5 32/
%?1"] o

And single people do not be tempted to say, “I
will marry him or her and then convert him or
her.”

RISIA, THnlu, AL 75
Ja, PR, ARSI

God might overrule, but you are tempting God
when you live in disobedience to His clear
injunction.

MIATRE B VE— 2L 4h, B PRS2 A
EES, HEHN, REEREM.

And old Puritan many, many, many years ago
wrote the following,

IRZIRZELURT, —AZBEEES TiX4a)
T



37. “If you marry a child of the devil, you can
expect to have trouble with your father-in-law.”

IR ARERE R 1% 54508, IR AS T ERARE
ERXHNY .

38. You don’t have to use words to witness to your
spouse.

PRAN— 58 5 2 ) 5 1 ) R B T A A8 L

39. Next time, we will look at your inner beauty of
character and how it is your greatest asset.

B HBRATER, IRNAERSRE, B
TREK BT o



