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Hello, listening friends.
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If you are joining us in our broadcast for the
first time,

I R REE — X BRATHI T H

We are in the middle of a series of messages
from 1 Peter.
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Today, we are going to look at 1 Peter 4:1 to 6.
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Have you ever asked yourself, ‘What is my
purpose in life?’
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“What do | want to accomplish in my life?”
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“What am | doing on a daily basis to
accomplish the purpose in my life?”
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“How can | measure success in accomplishing
this purpose?”
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Every believer must ask themselves these

questions.
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Every believer must have answers to these
questions.
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These are crucial questions that none of us can
escape.
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There are some people who think that they are
successful if they have a good job.
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Or a flourishing career.
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Or some think that they are successful if they
have enough money.
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Don’t fool yourself.
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There is no such thing as enough money.
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Human nature the way it is,
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People always want more.
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But you need to ask yourself this question.
EfRFEREC,

What is the sum total of my ambitions?
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As a matter of fact, | go through this exercise of
asking myself these questions on a regular
basis.
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And I wait before God until I’m able to answer.
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What is my purpose in life?
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What is God’s purpose in my life?
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How are these two purposes meshed together?
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How am | going to accomplish that purpose?
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My listening friends, here are some of the
problems.
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Most people do not ask these questions
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Let alone even struggle with the answers.
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Many people don’t know where they are going.
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And therefore, they don’t know whether they
get there or not.
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And when they get there, they are still
confused.
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They aim at nothing in general and they hit
nothing in particular.
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It is a fact that there are more people who fail
through lack of purpose than those who fail
through lack of talent.
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Years ago, a famous but busy man got on a
train.
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When the conductor asked for his ticket,
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The man began to frankly search for his ticket.
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But he couldn’t find it.
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Finally, the conductor said to him,
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“Don’t worry, Sir. We know who you are.”
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“We know you have a ticket.”
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“Don’t worry about it.”
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“Just mail it to the railway when you find it.”
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But the man said, as he kept on frantically
looking for the ticket,
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“Sir, the problem is, I need the ticket to know
where I’'m going.”
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Many believers do not know where they are
going in their Christian life.
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And therefore, they end up accomplishing
nothing for God.
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They touch no lives.
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They change no situation.
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They impact no one.
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They achieve no results.
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And they flounder until it’s too late.
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Individual believers must have a vision.
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Churches must have a vision.

HUZEARR,

Christian institutions must have a vision.
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The Bible says that without a vision, the people
perish.
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And if 1 Peter 4:1 to 6 tells us anything, it tells
us that we must have the right destination.

BAFHr-BIE 1-6 47, FEEYFRATHIA
&, FATLZIAT IR 1) H 3.

Not only that,
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But we must keep on going after we start on the
road to our destination.
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People are always fascinated with the lifestyle
of the rich and famous.
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But today, | want to tell you about the lifestyle
of the blessed and the joyful.
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Any Christian can begin to emulate the lifestyle
of the blessed and joyful.
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That’s what the word of God tells us.
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Peter says it is not impossible.
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The Bible says that it is not reserved for the
fortunate few.
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It is not reserved for the morbid and unhappy
people.
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No.
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On the contrary,
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It is the lifestyle that God desires for all his
children.
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In fact, it is the lifestyle of Jesus.
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Look with me at the text of 1 Peter 4:1 to 6.
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These first six verses of chapter 4
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Contain a wealth of blessings.
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Let me summarize it for you.
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The life that has a purpose
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Is a life that is mentally prepared for whatever
you may face.
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The life that has a purpose.
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Is a life that is spiritually powerful to resist the
old way of life.

HARRRIGE )1, 2 UM ZI;
The life that has a purpose
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Is a life that is ultimately proven by the Lord in
the day of accountability.
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Let me give them to you simply again.
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Mentally prepared,
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Spiritually powerful,
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Ultimately proven.
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When you have a purpose in life,
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You are mentally prepared for whatever you
may face.
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Look at 1 Peter 4:1.
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‘Because Christ died, therefore arm yourself.’
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You are to be mentally armed.

PRI O L AR

You are to be mentally prepared.
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A soccer player has one purpose in mind.
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He must get the ball to go between the
goalposts.

fib b TR B HEER 1T,
The purpose is very clear.
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And because his purpose is clear,
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The soccer player knows the difference
between a teammate who is going to help him
accomplish his goal,
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From the opposing team member who is trying
to stop him from achieving his goal.
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So he is mentally prepared for opposition.
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He is mentally prepared for distractions.
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He is mentally prepared for hindrances.
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But he is also prepared for success.
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It works the same way in the Christian life.
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When you know what your purpose in life is,
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When you know what your goal is,
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When you know what the vision is,
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You’ll be able to distinguish between those that
are hindering you and those that are
encouraging you.
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You are mentally prepared for the challenge.

PRRT CABA s A7y 2 o 9 K

But my listening friends, let me tell you
something else.
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You are mentally prepared for victory.
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This is really the most important part.
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Peter is saying that Jesus’ goal was to go to the
Cross.
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That was the goal of the Lord.
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For that, he left heaven and came to earth to go
to the cross.
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The Bible said that he set his face like a flint
toward Jerusalem.
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And Peter is saying because that was his
purpose in life,
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No matter how physically painful those nails
were as they tore into his flesh,
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He stayed the course.
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No matter how emotionally painful it was to
see Peter’s denial of him three times,
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He stayed the course.
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No matter how hurtful it was for him to see all
of his disciples flee,
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He stayed the course.
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And Peter is saying that because Christ died on
the cross,
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He made sin to be defeatable.
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He made sin to be overcomeable.
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He made sin to be destroyable.
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Most of us will never suffer such severe
injustice and pain as Jesus suffered.
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The pure, sinless, holy Son of God.
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The one who never sinned in thought, word, or
deed,

M AR ST =R,

Was crucified like a criminal.
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Most of us never suffer that kind of injustice.
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But some of us may innocently suffer the scorn
of others because of our faith.
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Some of us may innocently suffer the

misunderstanding of our commitment to the
Lord.
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Some of us may innocently suffer the
questioning of our motives.
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Peter is saying that during those times,
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Arm yourself with the power of Christ’s cross.
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And when you do that,
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You will be mentally prepared for whatever
you might face in life.
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Some of you may have heard of GPS, or Global
Positioning Satellite.
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That’s what they use for some of the mobile
phones.
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It can calculate your position on the earth to
within a few feet of your exact location.
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Every believer has a GPS system called the
Holy Spirit.
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When your purpose in life is clear,
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Even when you face distraction,
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Your internal GPS, or Holy Spirit, will tell you
exactly where you are
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And what you need to do to get back on track
with the Lord.
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You will be mentally prepared for whatever
might face you.
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Next time, we will see that we will be
spiritually powerful to resist the old way of life.
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