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Hello, listening friends.
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If you are joining this broadcast for the first
time,
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we are going through a series of messages on 1
Peter.
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Today, we are going to look at the conduct and
humility of the blessed.
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Peter tells us that the Christian conduct is a
lifestyle.
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He is telling us that the Christian conduct is a
consistent and persistent behavior.
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In other words, a believer is not one person in
public and another person in private.
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In 1 Peter chapter 4 verses 7 to 11,
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Peter gives us four characteristics for the
conduct of the blessed and faithful.
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Let’s go through them now.
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Number one,
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there is a discipline in prayer.
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Number two,
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there is a devotion to love.
VIS %

Number three,

=,

there is a dedication to hospitality.
A HAH A

Number four,

Y,

there is demonstration of the use of the spiritual
gifts.

S E R R,

These are the four characteristics that

summarize the conduct of the blessed and
faithful.
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Let’s now look at them one by one.
EFRAT— T — TR

First, a believer’s conduct includes discipline in
prayer.

H— FEEAERAT O AR B T

My listening friends, please listen carefully.
SREMINA, WA FR,

Prayer is easy.

W RIRE S,

Many people will tell you the opposite is true.
EAR 2 N2 B SRR R 5

They say prayer is hard.

B e AR o

How can you find time for prayer?

PRAT A IR 5 5 Wi 2

My friend, what | mean is this,
REMMA, RMERE,

it is easy for us to pray when we want
something from God.

HIRATX A PRI, ARIE S
Prayer is easy when you are desperate.
HRTE S, R
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Prayer is easy when you are at your wit’s end.

AR ERTCEEIN, IRIR PR

Prayer is easy when the doctor has given up.
HERAR TN, VRS2

Prayer is easy when you know that your needs
can only be met by God alone.
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At these times, you don’t have to discipline
yourself in prayer.
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On the contrary, you are pounding on the doors
of heaven until your spiritual knuckles are
broken.
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But that’s not what Peter is talking about here.
B AR AEIX BT KA R XA S,

What Peter is talking about here is the
discipline of spending time with God daily.
WAFH B, ERERACISTH], (i 5 A
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The discipline of spending time with God as a
friend spends time with a friend.

SUREREE A AR AL AR, FEI 8] 2R3 A o

The discipline of spending time with God and
expressing gratitude of a recipient to the giver.

FEIS RSP, g ol ) R R 45 AT T

The discipline of spending time with God and
delighting in the person of enormous loving
generosity.
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Peter is talking about a time that is spent
between the grateful and the graceful.

WAR IR EAE, e [a) R

Peter is talking about the discipline of spending
daily time with God.
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You often hear people talk about saying my
prayers.
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Have you heard people say that?
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My friend, there is a world of difference
between saying your prayers and praying.
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Those who say their prayers,
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Are like someone who picks up the phone and
begins to talk.
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And when they finish, they hang up without
letting the person on the other side do any of
the talking.
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That’s what a person who says his prayer does
with God.
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What kind of a relationship is that?
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Many of us find our minds wandering in ten
thousand different directions when we pray.
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My listening friends, | want to tell you the devil
IS smart.

PREIIR, ARG IRIR, FER IR
6
He does not want us to stay plugged in with

God bhecause he knows that is the source of our
power.

b AN Ay BRFRA TR A X AHIE, DU AR
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That is why our minds go in so many different
directions.

AT OB Z T BIARESE S, B JE
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Believers must learn to discipline themselves in
prayer.

FEEAE LA SRS 5

Whenever you hear a message on prayer,

R TR REERER,

invariably, most people feel guilty and
convicted.

KRB NS ALY [F] A FRICRK
Why?
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Because no one feels like they’re spending
adequate time in prayer.
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My listening friends, I don’t want you to feel
guilty,
SRERINA, TAR B R,

that is not the purpose of this message.
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Why?
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Because | want to tell you something about that
kind of guilt.

FABFRARIRIRIX A TR,
It’s like rubbing alcohol.
HUR AT RS AL B L

It will evaporate very quickly.
RRFAEK T

In no time at all, you will forget it.
FeIRR = =1

There are other people who get depressed.
A A2 N\ 23K EJH A,

I remember when | used to read about the great
saints of God who prayed for hours at a time,
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I would get depressed because I couldn’t do
that.
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I used to think that there’s something wrong
with me.

PARTHRIN, — R IA A AR 2 s
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That is, until I read about how some of the great
men of God also had a hard time concentrating.
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So they prayed ten minutes at a time several
times a day.

TR U T LIRFE T, B8
And when | read that, it liberated me.
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It freed me to understand that prayer should not
be a burden.
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It is not the length of time that you spend,
FAEATE T VR Z A I (] 45

it is the discipline of spending time with God.
MAE ARG IRRIE, AR AR
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Whatever method you use is not the issue.

R 205 SR AE 2,

Spending time with the God you love, that’s the
issue.
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Spending time with the one to whom you owe a
debt of gratitude is the issue.

HERE, HENEPRLGERSIR, bR
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And that is the focus of prayer.

XA R AR

Peter says, in effect, if you get your prayer life
right,

WAFYE, FL BB IRA EH R & AR TS
developing the next characteristic should not be
hard.
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When you have disciplined yourself in prayer,
VR BN fUBE A5 5 I

you will have devotion to love.
TREREWS V) A 5%

when your vertical life is on the right track,
BRI IR T,

your horizontal life will be right too.

RA R K I 1R

But if your vertical relationship is out of Kilter,
B AR URERAE b B 3 FLOR RRS A
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don’t expect your horizontal relationship to be
smooth sailing.
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Peter is saying that Christians must love each
other with a deep love.

WA i, HEHELI) AN EZ o

The original word literally means ‘at full
stretch.’

“DISERAE” XA, AEJE SR E 4
fy 5 18

Jon 0 0
Why at full stretch?
A EEA T ?
Sometimes loving your fellow Christian can
stretch you to the limit.

AT I A T B 4 2R 5% = A 26 Sl gl
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Now the problem with all of us is that we can
easily forget our own imperfections.

REHA R TR, iR
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Yet we easily see the imperfections of others.
KRR AR W B BR

And that is why we have a hard time loving
people.

P AR MRAE 5 2 N

We think that we are perfect and we wish that
others be perfect like us.

AN E O AR, BT NG
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The truth is, we’re not perfect.

{EHSEIRATERA B 4
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You really don’t want everybody to be like you.

TREATT BT B NARERIR—HF,

In fact, one of the things that irritate parents the
most

FHL b, B SRR SR 2

Is when they see their own weaknesses and
imperfections in their children.

MATE W, B ORI E HIAE T B
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And they get angry with their children.
AT ) L2 A

When you see their imperfections, don’t take it
out on the poor child.

GG WA TR S 20, T ABR RS
RUMAER IR %75 Lk,

You’re probably only seeing your own
imperfections.

RAT BEIX LE AL R H IR A

And God uses these opportunities to hold up a
mirror to us as if to say, “This is what you are,

PSR IR L2, ReNT T THVBE TR R
AT, SHURRDE,  “IXRAR,
But I love you anyway.”

HILATIREAR. 7

My listening friend, listen carefully.
SREWIAA, 1S4,

When God holds a mirror in front of you,

2P T 8 5 AR VR T AT
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all you should do is get on your knees and say,
“Thank you, Lord, for loving me.

PR TEERE IR U, W BRI R
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Thank you that you love me in spite of my
weaknesses.

R, BIRRA SR IRIARZ B

Thank you for loving me in spite of my
imperfections.

R, BARIA e 4, IR Z 3

Now help me to love others that have
weaknesses and imperfections that are just as
bad as mine.”

RARFE BN, EEFEBE RS, A
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And that is why Peter goes on to say that love
covers a multitude of sins.

PRI AR R Ui, % REEHE VT2 1 5,
You find that in verse 8 of chapter 4.

FESE DY Z 28\

What does that mean?

KR A E?

Is he telling us that we should tolerate sin and
pretend it doesn’t exist?

f AN FRA TR TR, REERE W
No. That’s not what this verse means.
AR, IR FFA IR T SR,
Far from it.

X ANTE o

My listening friends, listen to me carefully
please.

SREWMK, HEIRE O,

Peter is saying that when you love deeply,
AT V) SAH 52 1) B

you will forgive them when they wrong you.

AT AR, AR R AR

It means that you don’t hold the confessed sin
against them.

LAATAN B SRR, ARA DL SRR
XIAHABAT,

Just as your heavenly Father does not hold your
confessed sin against you.

IEWFATTHI RS, A BATT BRI SR
AT —F¢

Many of you have heard this saying,

Y2 N — &) 35,
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“When you don’t love someone, you often will
count every little fault.

“CHIRAE AN, AR IRESRE

But when you love someone, you will swallow
the gravel for them and it won’t hurt you.”

BEARE DA, Rt o RS
)::E‘O »

When you are disciplined in prayer,
AR RS

when you become devoted to love,
AIRIE R VISEAH %

then you’ll be dedicated to hospitality.
PRULET BE S OB AR N o

Let’s put it another way.
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To be disciplined in prayer will make you
devoted to love.

e RE S e, RAE A O S N,
And love can be shown and manifested in
hospitality.

X ) 52 52 I HH R N B i

I know that some guests are delightful when
they come in,

PFNE A L NRVTHS, AERATR AR P
and others are delightful when they leave.
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Of all forms of love, Peter chooses hospitality.
FERTA FIEZ I TT N, AL R LU N
ISR

Why?

NAA?

Hospitality is the most stretching of all
expressions of love.

B, “Ffe N7 wgeERFBATERR T4
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In Peter’s day, there were no hotels.

AT A B TREE

And the inns were dangerous and often places
of immorality.

I 2 HOCER AR SE R, 58S 48305 B b
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Therefore, it was very important for Christians

to open their homes to believers who were
passing through.
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Peter is saying that the highest form of
expression of Christian love is hospitality.

WeAFU, AR N T B AE R IA AR 22 11
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Let’s look at these points again.
TEFRATT U — IR IX LR RRAIE,

The conduct of the blessed is seen in
disciplined prayer life.
SAGARIIN, AT L RRIE 2 3R IR AT
P 7 1 A

It is manifested in a life devoted to love.
FEAENT 1) SEAH 5% 5

And a life that is dedicated to hospitality.
WSS CER

And finally,
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the conduct of the blessed is found in a life that
demonstrates the gifts of the Spirit.

SARE AT, AT E R B HiE ] R
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My listening friends, this is very important.

REMA, R R R EE,

The Holy Spirit comes to the life of every
believer,

EREHNE—NHEERER A a7 2
and opens their spiritual eyes.

FEIF AT IR R AR ,

They recognize they were sinners and needed to
repent.

AN E 2T, 7 E M,

And the Holy Spirit is the person who delivers
the born again believer.

E R ESERE A

He is the one who delivers that spiritual baby.
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And just as He delivers that spiritual baby,

At — AT X w R L,

on the day that spiritual baby is born again of

the Spirit of God,

FAEERESE T RNRREZHE K,

The Holy Spirit gives them a spiritual birthday
ift.

%i%%%@ﬂ%i%iﬁ%%o

Some are given more than one gift.

CCE=YNGINiE 2 EFIkY/P
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But everyone has at least one gift.
BENNEDH LY.

The tragedy is this,
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many Christians leave their spiritual birthday
gifts unopened,

R 2 EAEMRASBA T 4 J& R K4 HAL
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and many of them run around saying that they
don’t have any gifts.

WA L RLBRE R AL N, AATIA A ALY AR
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Do you know what they are actually saying?
PRFRTE L SEABA TR A A R R 2

They are saying that God is lying and they
don’t have a gift.

AT U, MU, AT 15 2UE
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My listening friend, this is very serious.
SRERINA, EXRAR™EH],

You are under obligation before God to
discover and use your spiritual gift.

VRAEARTH BTA STAEST T, A AR RS,
You have no options.
R Jcig+%,

In fact, that’s why Peter makes an issue of it
here.

It AR A AETX BRI B 3K

The apostle Paul gives us these lists three times.

fHEORE = k3R 21 g R BIG 75
In 1 Corinthians 12,

MR 12

in Romans 12,

P12 5

and in Ephesians 4.
AL 4 5

And Peter comes in and emphasizes this and
says, “Yes, use the spiritual gifts that Paul is
talking about.”

FERX AT oRIA UL, R, BEAFLFE R
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Whether they be gifts of teaching,

AR RBCF I RG

or gifts of hospitality,
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or gifts of faith,
(EENIINSYEN

or gifts of administration,
NEREA AP SYN

or gifts of leadership,

RIESIINSYEN

or gifts of giving,
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whatever they may be.

AR RAT A,

These are the Holy Spirit’s gifts to the members
of the body.

XEEHR R E RN N RN, 25 s AEE &
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This is very serious.
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And they are given first and foremost so that
God might be glorified.

W X 6 UG e BB H Y, A2 AR
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But secondly,

A —
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they are given for mutual encouragement of one
another.

Rt O 1 SR BRI R 35 T

We don’t exercise our spiritual gifts to benefit
ourselves.

FATAEA I BIG ik B 2328 7,

We don’t exercise our gifts to draw people’s
attention to us.

FAIA A BG5S BATTE A

We don’t exercise our gifts to show how
brilliant we are.

TAIARMHRAGERI B 22 2B 4T,

No. Why?

A, Fttame?

Because they are gifts that are given to us and
therefore, we have done nothing to earn these
gifts.

R i Le e 26 RIG L JATTH, FFA RS
T2 57 T

And that is why we have nothing to brag about.

Frel AT A A m 5 E .
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Each one of us is required to discover and use
God’s gifts for the building up of each other’s
faith.

PAVEE— A AT R I aa i B G, JF
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Each one of us is commanded to encourage one
another through the use of God’s gifts.

M S BAVEE DN, AR B 4 8 A X 2
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And that is why Peter closes this section by
saying in verse 11,

FITLAB A34E 11 1 LR 4530,

“To him belong glory and dominion forever.”
SRIEAL RS2 M), BB K 7K,
Amen and Amen and Amen.
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