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Hello, listening friends, and welcome to this
broadcast.
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In this series of messages, | am sharing the
fifteen Secrets of Positive Living.
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These fifteen secrets are modeled by the

Apostle Paul for us in the book of 2
Corinthians.
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In our previous messages, we looked at the first
three secrets.
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And today, | will share with you the fourth
secret for positive living.
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It has to do with inadequacy.
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And all of us have feelings of inadequacy.
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And in 2 Corinthians chapter 2 verse 16, Paul

said,
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“Who is adequate for these things?”
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Who is adequate for the task of sharing the

good news of Christ?
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Who is adequate for the task of warning people
to escape from the judgment to come?
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The Apostle Paul’s conclusion is, no one is.
PELR P G512 A N,

So if the great Apostle Paul felt inadequate for
the task, then it’s okay for me to feel
inadequate, too.
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I think all of us, in one way or another, feel
inadequate about sharing Christ with others.
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All of us, in some way, feel ill equipped to tell

someone that Jesus and Jesus alone can rescue
them from the eternal judgment and torment.
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And that is why God often has to present us
with opportunities.
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These opportunities are designed to stretch us
to depend on Him and Him alone.
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| remember a story | read some time ago about
a king who had a beautiful daughter.
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Every young man in the kingdom wanted to
marry her.
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But the king did not think that any of them
were brave enough for his daughter.
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Finally, he designed a scheme to separate the
courageous from the cowards.
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He built a big pool and filled it with alligators.
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And he brought the young men to the pool and
said to them,
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“Whoever can swim across this pool will not
only take my daughter’s hand in marriage, but I
will give him half of my kingdom.”
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As soon as he had finished talking, there was a
loud splash.
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There was a young man, thrashing as fast as
lightning, swimming to the other side.
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He was fending off three different alligators.
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Finally, when the young man came out of the
other side of the pool,
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the king rushed over to him and said, “Such a
brave man!
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To you goes the hand of my daughter in
marriage and half of my kingdom.”
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But the breathless young man said,
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“That’s well and good, but first, | want to find
the one who pushed me into the pool.”
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My listening friend, sometimes for our good
and God’s glory, He tends to push us into a
swimming pool with alligators.
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Which brings me to the fourth secret of positive
living,
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and it is, overcoming our natural timidity.
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In the last few messages, | have shared with
you the fifteen secrets of positive living from 2
Corinthians.
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If you have your Bible, please open it to 2
Corinthians chapter 3.
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In verse 12 of chapter 3, the Apostle Paul said,
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“Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are
very bold.”
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Paul was the very man who asked in chapter 2,
“Who is adequate of these things?”
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And here in chapter 3, he says, “We are very
bold.”
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What led to this boldness?
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What caused him to be able to overcome
natural timidity?
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In the first part of chapter 3, Paul gives us those
steps that led him to boldness.
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He went from saying, ‘I am inadequate,’ to
saying, ‘I am bold.’
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There are basically two steps that took him
from the feeling of inadequacy to courage;
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from timidity to boldness.
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Two steps.
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Number one,

Paxand

%9—}}:’

is the willingness to totally rely on God.
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Number two,
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is the willingness to speak the whole truth.
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But first I must tell you that overcoming
timidity is more than just propping yourself up
every day saying, ‘I can do it,” ‘I can do it,” ‘I
can do it.’
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Paul is saying in verse 2 that mere words,
whether spoken or written, can never change
people’s lives.
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Only the power of the Holy Spirit of God can

cause a person to recognize that he or she is a
sinner
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and that they are heading for God’s eternal
judgment.
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Only the power of the Holy Spirit of God took
Paul’s simple, weak, and inadequate words and
turned them into arrows that penetrated deep
into the hearts of men and women.
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Only the power of the Holy Spirit of God can
take the words of the Good News, causes them

to be penetrating, convicting, and life-changing
words.
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Because of the power of his message, Paul
could live positively, courageously, and boldly.
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Because of the power of his message, Paul
could confidently focus, not on his limitation,
but on the limitless power of the message.
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Not on his own lack of resources,
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but on the abundance of the resources of the
One who commissioned him.
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Look at verse 5.
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Paul said, “. Not that we are competent in

ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but
our competence comes from God.”
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| want to share with you a word of
encouragement;
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specially for those of you who are timid;
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those of you who are hesitant about sharing
Christ with others.

B MR AN BRI N 73 = B R B A 1
No

You have to be willing to function totally in the
power of the message.
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And secondly, to overcome timidity, you have
to be willing to speak the whole truth.
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Most timid people, by nature, want to say and
do what pleases others.
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So they end up saying only what they think the
other person wants to hear, even if it is half
truth.
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But to fully experience the power of positive
living,
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you have to be willing to be misunderstood by
some people.
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You have to be willing to risk rejection of your
message.
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You have to be willing to say, “I will speak the
whole truth and nothing but the truth.”
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That does not mean that you should speak in
rudeness or belligerence.
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That does not mean that you speak in pride or
egotism.
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No.
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Look at Paul’s example.
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Paul is dealing with a very delicate matter here
in 2 Corinthians.
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You would say, “What was that?”
TRIA], Rttt asbis?
Well, his critics were going around saying that

he did not believe in the Ten Commandments
any more.
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So Paul takes time to gingerly proclaim the
whole truth without compromising.
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Now this is similar to our world today.
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When you say Jesus and Jesus alone is the only
way to heaven and salvation from eternal
judgment,
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people immediately accuse you of being
arrogant and intolerant.
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People will immediately try to intimidate you
into shrinking from that truth.
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And that’s a temptation, specially for those who
are timid.
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Paul jJumps into the controversy of his day,
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which is not unlike the one we have in our day.
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But he does it with both tact and gentleness and
yet, firmness.
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He said, “The truth is this—
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the commandments were never intended by
God to save people from sin.”
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The Pharisees misunderstood the Word of God.
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The commandments were never intended by
God as means of salvation.
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The Pharisees taught this falsehood.
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The commandments were never intended by
God to provide grace, mercy, or forgiveness.
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In fact, the commandments provided the basis
for damnation, not salvation.
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The Ten Commandments were meant to reveal
the holiness and the righteousness and the
justice of God.

WA I H AE T
X, FIEH.

SECTIONB
i

That is the role of the Ten Commandments.
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Now, my listening friend, please listen
carefully.
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I have never had a policeman stop me on the
road and say to me, “I am glad you have not
broken the speed limit.

FMNRAME R — N EE, R B
Nk, SRR CIRAR R IR
20,

And here is a reward for you for keeping the
speed limit.”
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That has never happened.
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It never will happen.
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But you can be absolutely sure that they will
give you a ticket the moment you go over the
speed limit.
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Why?

Ht A

Because the law is designed to punish and
judge and condemn those who break it.
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And Paul is telling his pharisaic critics who

were saying that the Old Covenant is still valid
for salvation
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to stop their hypocrisy.
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He was saying to them, “You know and I know
that the Law is designed to bring us to the end
of ourselves.”
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The Law is supposed to be a constant reminder

that we cannot perfectly keep all of the
commandments all of the time.
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Otherwise, why would Jesus have left heaven,
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died and buried and rose again?
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So the question is, why was the Law given?
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Why do we have the Ten Commandments?
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Ah, they are supposed to drive us to Christ.
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Paul was boldly saying that the commandments
were not designed to save us,
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but to remind us that we are desperate;
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to remind us that we need the grace of God.
EIREEIRATT, FATT 7R B B
Because, my listening friend, | want you to
listen very carefully here.
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As long as a person thinks that he or she is
good enough for God,
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as long as a person thinks that he or she is
doing good deeds,
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and that their good deeds going to get them to
heaven;
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as long as a person thinks that he or she doesn’t
really break the Ten Commandments,
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that person will never face the reality that he or

she is lost and in desperate need of salvation
and forgiveness.
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Until that person recognizes that according to

the perfect law of God, even a small lie would
send him to hell,
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that person will never feel the need for
salvation and forgiveness of his sin.
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Until a person comes and cries to God for His
grace,
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that person will never hear the voice of God
saying to him or her, “My Son, Jesus Christ,
can give you all that grace.”
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Why only Christ?
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Because He is the only One who ever kept all
of the laws, all of the time, perfectly.
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And that is why He is the only One who can
save you.
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That is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth.
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Listen carefully as we conclude, my listening
friend.
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It would have been easy for Paul to say, “Well,
they have their own opinion and I have mine.”
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Ah, but he knew that the fourth secret of
positive living is overcoming timidity.
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And overcoming timidity rests on the power of
the truth of the message.
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And that is why, my listening friend, I’'m so
glad that you have joined us in these broadcasts
to hear the truth.
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I hope until next broadcast you will walk in the
power of that truth.
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Please tune in next time when | continue The
Secrets of Positive Living.
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessings.
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