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Hello, listening friends, and welcome to this
broadcast.
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I hope that you have been following this series
of messages and that they have been a blessing
to you.
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We have been looking at the fifteen secrets of
positive living from 2 Corinthians.
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This may be a good time for us to review, very
quickly, the ones we already have studied.

DAERA UL ES, ARIRAVR P S > — T 3K
IR 1.

Number one,
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the practice of the inflow/outflow equation of
God’s blessings in our lives.
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Number two,
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claiming the priceless deposit of Christ’s
sacrifice for us.
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Thirdly,
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enjoying giving and receiving forgiveness.
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Number four, overcoming timidity.
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Number five,

NN

reveling in the real fountain of youth.
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Number six,
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seeking the true health, wealth, and prosperity.
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Number seven
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is mastering the art of peacemaking by
reconciling others to God.
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Today we come to the eighth secret of positive
living.
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And | want to begin by telling you about the
recent poll that was taken.
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The poll showed that many teenagers feel that
they have no positive role models.
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For those teenagers who said that they have a
strong role model,
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the majority of them named their parents as the
people whom they want to emulate.
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There is one thing | want to tell you about the
power of example;
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its impact is not often felt immediately.
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Its effect on others is often in the long run.
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Whenever a young person who feels the call of

God to go into full time ministry comes to me
and asks me,
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“Which seminary should I go to?”
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“Where can | receive the best training for my
future ministry?”
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I have one standard piece of advice.
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Don’t focus only on the academic records of a
seminary.
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Don’t focus only on the size or the reputation of
a seminary.
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Focus on the godliness of the professors.
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Professors can give you knowledge which can
be forgotten,
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but their lives will impact you forever.
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This same principle applies to parents and
anyone in leadership.
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People are impacted by your actions far more
than by your words.
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People are molded and shaped by your habits
far more than your rules.
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And this is where we find the eighth secret of
positive living in 2 Corinthians chapter 6.
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The Apostle Paul is saying
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that because he is confident in the fact that he
has modeled his life after Christ,
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he can offer his life as a role model for others to
emulate.

R, fAEL, RO ANREE RIS
fi

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

And that process of modeling Christ and being
himself a role model of Christ,
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that gave Paul power for positive living—
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power to live above the false accusations of
those who hated him,
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power to live above the deep hurts and
disappointments.
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For there is one thing that people cannot
successfully attack in your life.
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And that’s the power of example.
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People can tear your words to shreds,
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people can falsify and misconstrue your words,
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but they stand helpless against your example.
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Your life example is like the fortress that will
deflect arrows.
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Albert Schweitzer was a great humanitarian of
the twentieth century.
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He once said, “Example is not the main thing
that influences others—it is the only thing.”
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Certainly, this has been Paul’s defense against
his enemies,
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and that is why in the middle of Paul’s most

difficult days, this power of example kept him
strong.
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In the middle of his imprisonment, the power of
his life’s example caused him to praise God.
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Well the question is, how did Paul practice the
power of example?
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We know that being a good role model is one
of the hardest things to do.
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It is much easier for me to say, “Do what I say,
not what I do.”
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And Paul knew that, so here, he tells us how to
be a good example.
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First,
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we stay in partnership with God,
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Paul said, in 2 Corinthians chapter 6 verses 1-
10.
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Secondly, we practice the love of God,
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which we see in 2 Corinthians chapter 6 verses
11-13.
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Thirdly,
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we need to persistently obey the injunction of
God.
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And we see this in 2 Corinthians 6, beginning
at verse 14, to chapter 7 verse 1.
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Let’s go through these steps in details.
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Step number one
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IS being in partnership with God.
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When it comes to the power of example,
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we can try to be a role model with all of our
efforts.
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But only in partnership with God can we
succeed.
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In chapter 6 verse 1 Paul said,
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“And working together with God.”
“EATEMFETH. 7
Only when you realize that you are a partner

with God will you be able to see that the power
of example is not a burden
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or something that you need to fake.
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Only when you realize that God is your partner
will you understand that He will sustain you
when you feel inadequate.
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He will lift you up when you fall down.
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Why?
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When you know that God is more than willing
to be your partner,
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you will not be tormented between the part of
you that is public and the part of you that is
private.
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You will not live a life that wears different
masks on different occasions.
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84. But rather, you will live the life that will
manifest Christ in you.
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85. Look at 2 Corinthians chapter 6 verse 4.
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86. “In everything commending ourselves.”
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87. You noticed he did not say, “commending our
academic degrees,”
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88. or, “commending our material affluence,”
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89. or, “commending our professional success.”
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90. But, “In everything commending ourselves” as
what?
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91. “As servants of God.”
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92. Listen to Paul again.
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93. “In much endurance;
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94. introubles, hardships, and distress;
;%X&\ %2\ lil%s
95. in beatings, imprisonments, and riots;
HQ?T\ Hﬁ%ﬂé\ j:jtﬁl-l;
96. in hard work, sleepless nights, and hunger;
%b%\ 1%&@’?3\ Z:/g;
97. in purity, understanding, patience, and
kindness;
}%ﬁ%\ %ﬂ"b/l:l\ ‘]‘E?‘jl_p\ 4@%;
98. in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love;
ERIVEA . TOIR %O
99. in truthful speech and in the power of God,
FALHEEE . AR K G
SECTION B
.
1. with weapons of righteousness in the right hand

and in the left.”
X RS A.
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What is Paul saying here?
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He’s saying that no matter what life throws at
him,
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it is not going to defeat him because he is in
partnership with God.
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And because he is in partnership with God, he
always exhibits an exemplary life.
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My listening friend, listen very carefully.
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Anyone can sing in the sunshine,
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but singing during the storm will reveal your
true partnership with God.
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I want you to look at 2 Corinthians chapter 6
verses 8-10,
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and see what Paul is saying
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_}IIIe’s saying, whether people speak well of us or
i,
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those who are in partnership with God will

keep on being empowered by setting the life of
example.
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Secondly, the power of example is only
possible when you practice the love of God.
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In chapter 6 verse 12, Paul said,
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“We are not withholding our affection from
you, but you are withholding yours from us.”
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When someone ignores us and rejects us,
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it is very difficult to keep on showing love to
that person.
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And Paul was in that situation
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where people were spreading false rumors and
false accusations about him.
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They said that Paul was only interested in
promoting his own agenda,
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that Paul did not love the Corinthians,
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and the false apostles spread this message so
much that even Paul’s friends became cold
toward him.
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This is always painful to deal with.
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But we are under obligation to set the example
and correct the misinformation.
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When you are motivated with love for God and
God’s people, you will have no choice but to
deal with these issues.
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Verse 12, Paul said we need to show

continuous affection regardless of the other
person’s behavior.

FE 12 AR, fRF UL, ANt 7 R B an
], AR EORFFRAATHI R %

Paul, who was the great apostle, was not too
proud to open his heart and let other people see
that he was hurt.
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So, my listening friend, the power of example

can only be accomplished by partnership with
God.
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The power of example can only be
accomplished by practicing the love of God.
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Thirdly, the power of example is only possible

by persisting in obedience to the injunction of
God.
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When Paul said in 2 Corinthians chapter 6
verse 14,
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“Do not be bound together with unbelievers,”
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he is not saying that you should shut yourself
off from the world.
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In 1 Corinthians chapter 9, he tells us not to
shut ourselves from unbelievers.
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How else would you witness to them?
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The separation that Paul is talking about here in
chapter 6 does not mean that we should refuse
to associate with nonbelievers.
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That is often a common mistake.
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In fact, Paul is deriving his thought here from
Deuteronomy chapter 22 verse 10,
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when God told his children, “Do not plow with
an ox and a donkey yoked together.”
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Why?

HA?

These two animals do not have the same nature
or strength.
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So when they get under one yoke,
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the stronger will pull hard and the weaker will
lag.
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And both will get injured.
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Paul is talking about unity together.
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Both for our life on earth, and in the spiritual realm.
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Paul says it is impossible for a believer and a
nonbeliever to have the same spiritual goals.
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It would be like mixing light and darkness.
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The two cannot mix.

CHEATRESS S

They are too different in nature.
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And so, my friend, as you try to practice secret
number eight for positive living,
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when you try to use the power of example,
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you need to remember an important concept—
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no matter how good you are at leading others,
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if you lack integrity, you lack everything.
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Integrity means that what you believe and how
you live are totally integrated.
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Integrity can be clearly seen in a life that is an
example.
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You need a partnership with God,;
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you need to practice the love of God,;
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if you want to experience the power of
example.
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61. As you practice the eighth secret of positive
living, I pray for God’s richest blessing on you.
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