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Hello, listening friends, and we welcome you
once again to this broadcast.
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I hope this series of messages on the fifteen

secrets of positive living have been a blessing
to you.
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Today, I’ll share with you secret number ten.
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One thing that makes the Christian faith unique
Is its paradoxical nature.
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None of the other religions or philosophical
schools of thought can even compare to it.
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In fact, that is the one reason why so many
people stumble over the Christian message.
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One of the greatest paradoxes of all is that the
Creator of the whole universe becomes a man.
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And from this paradox, all other paradoxes are
born.
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For example, the Bible says that if you want to
be strong, you have to surrender.
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If you want happiness, you must be willing to
mourn.
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And today’s tenth secret of positive living is
one of those clear paradoxes.
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It is getting through giving.
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Like all paradoxes, this one runs contrary to the
norm.
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For example, the natural mind says if you want

to acquire possessions, then you must grab for
everything you can get.
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The natural mind says if you want to get ahead,
then you must be willing to step on other
people.
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That’s exactly how the natural mind operates.
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But in the supernatural, the Bible tells us the
secret for receiving is giving.
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Look at this foundational verse in 2 Corinthians
chapter 8 verse 9.
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“For we know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your
sakes, He became poor,
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so that you, through His poverty, might become
rich.”
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Everything Paul says in chapter 8 and part of
chapter 9 is built on this one verse.
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I know there are some people who view giving
as an obligation or a duty.
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Others still view giving as a chore.
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But Jesus tells us that giving is what activates
God’s pipeline to bring us His blessings.
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Jesus said in Luke chapter 6 verse 38,
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“Give, and it will be given to you. They will
pour into your lap a good measure; pressed
down, shaken together and running over. For by
your standard measure, it will be measured to
you in return.”
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It is like going to the market to buy grain.
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If the merchant is dishonest, he will use the
container with a false bottom.
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They will give you less than the proper amount.
MBS IR T T PIA 2
But if you find a generous merchant,
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he will not only use an accurate container,
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but he will pack in the grain and let it overflow
at the top.
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And that is the essence of giving sacrificially.
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Generous giving results in greater giving from
God.
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It is impossible to out give God.
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Remember this—
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if you have a false bottom in your measurement
by which you give,
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that will be reflected in what you are getting.
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You cannot trick God into thinking that you are
a good steward when you are not,
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because God sees your heart.
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Some people misunderstand the concept of
giving and getting.
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They think this is a great bargain.
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And when they don’t see an immediate blessing
coming from God,

(EABAT I A SLZI45 2R R 154 »

they begin to get mad at God and at the
preacher.
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They say, “You said that if [ give, then I can

get.”
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What’s wrong with this picture?
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God is looking for a lifestyle of cheerful and
generous giving.
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Anyone who thinks that giving to God is like

using a slot machine in a casino will be very
disappointed.

WA NVCAZEERG M, GRS I A
FEZRI, Ba, fh—EsKREE,
Paul tells the Corinthians that the Macedonians
gave joyfully.
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The Macedonians had confidence in God’s
promise that He will supply all their needs.
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And this allowed them to give generously.
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The Macedonians refused to allow their poverty
to smother their generosity.
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And Paul said that they were a role model for
Christian giving.
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Where did the Macedonians get the idea of

generous giving regardless of their
circumstances?
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We find the answer in 2 Corinthians chapter 8
verse 9.
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“For you know the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your

sakes, He became poor so that you, through His
poverty, might become rich.”
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Whenever there is true love, it will manifest

itself in sacrificial giving.
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Only grace gives its all to enrich others.
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For the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ caused
Him to give everything—
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give His own life,
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give His glory,
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give His power and majesty.
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What motivated Him to do that?
At 1 EHES X A e ?
Pure, sacrificial love.
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Had Jesus Christ given Himself up for perfect
people who loved Him, it would have been
because of their love for Him that He gave
Himself.

I RERERILE: R0y TR SE ST, Z A
N, Wi E Oy R Dy T Rl R ARAT]
Xof #5211

But He gave His all to undeserving people.
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“Though He was rich.”
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What does that mean?
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That does not mean that He was just materially
rich,
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although He was and is.
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In fact, He owns the whole universe.
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But His wealth is also measured in His
supernatural power.
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His wealth is also measured in the fact that God
the Father created all things through Him and
for Him.
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Above everything else, His wealth is measured
in terms of His eternity.
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Jesus has no beginning and no end.
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In fact, this verse refutes all the false views
about Christ.
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Those who call Jesus as an exalted man have all

miserably failed to realize that Jesus has no
beginning and has no end.
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Jesus is not a created being, but the Creator
God.
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Jesus is not ordinary man, but God of very God.
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Although Jesus appeared in bodily form,
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“But in Him all the fullness of the Godhead
dwelled bodily.”
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He is God over all the universe.
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He is omnipotent and omniscient.
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He is yesterday, today, and forever.
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He is equal to the Father and said that He and
the Father are one.
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He said that those who have seen Him have
seen the Father.
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Jesus alone can forgive sins.
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Jesus alone can give you the Holy Spirit.
MEA HRER AT LA 26 R 45 1% o

Jesus alone can raise you from the dead to
eternal life.
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And yet, He gave up all of that wealth and
splendor for a time so that you and | and
everyone who would turn to Him would
become rich.

SRMAEAS BT A, A Fr B R R E o,
ERANFR, PAARETEREZARMN, KA
AL o

Rich in love,

HFEEME,

rich in forgiveness,
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rich in kindness,
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rich in eternal life,
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rich in joy and peace.
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And the Bible says that God the Father has put
the names of everyone who loves Jesus in His
will.
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But what does it mean for your name to appear
in the will of the loving God?
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It means that you will inherit what Jesus will
inherit.
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You will be coheir with Christ.
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You will inherit all of Jesus’ wealth and
splendor.
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That is why a hilarious generosity of self-giving
and sacrificial love should motivate every one
of His followers.
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Motivate them to do what?
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To give generously.
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To give joyfully and sacrificially.
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Martin Luther, the great reformer, used to say
B RH S ACE R ST B 1,

that for a person to become a true disciple of
Jesus, there has to be three conversions:
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the conversion of the heart,
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the conversion of the mind,
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and the conversion of the purse.
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The first two of heart and mind, we readily
accept.
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But when it comes to the conversion of the
purse, most people balk.
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And that is why Jesus talked more about the
purse than any other subject, other than the
kingdom of God.
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Why?
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Because He knew that we are able to trust Him

with our eternity, but somehow we have
difficulty trusting Him to meet our needs.
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Today can be the day in which your purse is
converted to Christ.
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But for some of you, this message is premature.
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This message is for those who know the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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But if you have never committed your life to
Him,
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Jesus wants you before He wants what’s yours.
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And therefore, the first step that you must take
is to surrender yourself to Him.
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And then find another Christian and tell them
what you have done.
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Find a believer to walk with you
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and encourage you along life’s highway.
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And if we can be of any help to you, please
write to us.
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26. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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