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Hello, listening friends, and welcome to this
broadcast.
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I hope you have been following this series of
messages from 2 Corinthians.
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We have been talking about the fifteen secrets

of positive living that we see in the life of the
Apostle Paul.
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So far, we have looked at eleven of those
fifteen secrets.
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Today, | want to share with you the twelfth
secret for positive living.
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If you have a Bible, please look at 2
Corinthians chapter 10 verses 1-18.
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But, my listening friend, | want to begin by
asking you a question.
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Have you ever struggled with pride?
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Well, today, your struggle with pride can be
over,

B RIEAHEHL T

because I’m going to tell you about good
pride—
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a pride that you can be proud of and cultivate;
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a pride that you can practice daily.
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I’m not talking about sinful pride, of course.
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You may have heard about the seven deadly
sins.

(PN LRI R O wos S SR HE

Pride is one of those seven deadly sins.
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And pride is very difficult to define.
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We can find definitions in a dictionary about
pride,
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but pride is better understood by its symptoms.
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Symptoms of pride include self-centeredness
and the feeling of superiority to others.
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Pride is shown in a determined spirit, sarcasm,
and impatience.
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A judgmental and critical attitude are also
symptoms of pride.
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And prideful people steal from God’s glory by
claiming credit for His gifts.
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All of us occasionally experience some of these
symptoms of pride.
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So the question is, how do you have victory
over pride?
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Well, there is a proven medicine for pride.
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Not an experimental medicine, but a proven
one.
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Here is the prescription for overcoming pride—
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express your complete dependence on God
every day in all areas of your life.
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And express your dependence on God both
publicly and privately.
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And today, | want to tell you about good pride.
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Good pride is the twelfth secret in this series of
fifteen secrets of positive living.
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In 2 Corinthians chapter 10 verse 17 and 18, the
Apostle Paul says, “Let him who boasts boast
in the Lord,
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for it is not the one who commends himself

who is approved, but the one whom the Lord
commends.”
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Good pride is boasting in the Lord.
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You can exhibit this kind of bragging without
worry or guilt.
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This is the kind of pride that you can revel and
delight in.
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In those last two verses, Paul says that this kind
of pride is acceptable.
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Chapter 10 is about the characteristics of this
good pride.
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What are these characteristics of this type of
pride?
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Number one,
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good pride exhibits mercy, which we see in
verses 1-6.
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Number two,
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good pride encourages other people.
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And we see this in verses 7 to 11.
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Number three,
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good pride is tenacious.

U SRR AN JE AR

And we see this in verses 12 to 18.
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First, good pride exhibits mercy.
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The difference between bad pride and good
pride is very clear.
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Bad pride always seeks personal vengeance and
wants to wound other people.

KRR RA TN AR E A, IF
EFEMN

Bad pride says, “Show no mercy. Defeat and
destroy them.”
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But good pride says, “Be gentle.”
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“Be patient.”
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“Be gracious.”
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We’ll look at verse 1 of chapter 10 of 2
Corinthians.
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“In the meekness of Christ, I appeal to you.”
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You know, my listening friends, most people
confuse meekness with weakness.
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But in reality, the two are opposites.
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Meekness means a restrained power.
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Meekness is when you are in a position of
strength, but you choose not to use it against
your opponent.
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Some of you might be saying, “But this is
unrealistic.
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This meekness can never work in the real
world.”
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But this is not new thinking.
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In the New Testament times, Paul’s opponents
were confused, too.
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They misinterpreted Paul’s mercy and
compassion for a lack of confidence.
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They misinterpreted Paul’s genuine humility as
cowardness.
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Here is something that the world will never
understand—
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a person who is bold for the truth can be
compassionate at the same time.
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Paul’s critics took his boldness for the truth as
arrogance and intolerance.
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But Paul was telling his critics that good pride
in God made him bold for biblical truth and
compassionate at the same time.
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They called Paul a coward, even though he was
Very a courageous man.
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He faced angry mobs,
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he confronted King Agrippa,
At 575 Bt £ SV M - 1T AT HR S

and yet his critics called this courageous man
‘coward.’
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But their criticism did not bother the Apostle
Paul.
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Paul’s only concern was that his friends would
not believe these lies.
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In 2 Corinthians chapter 10 verse 4 Paul said
EMZ AR 4IRS,

that the weapons with which he fights are not
weapons of the world.
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Some of you might feel ineffective in telling
others about Christ.
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Why is that?
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They are ineffective because they rely on their
own clever techniques.
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Paul was effective in telling others about Christ
because he relied on God’s strength.
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Paul said his weapons were divinely powerful.
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Paul understood that only the power of the
Word of God can destroy strongholds.
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Only the sword of the Word of God can bring
victory.
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My listening friends,
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when you are fighting against the lies that
people say about you,
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only the Word of God will give you victory in
this spiritual warfare.
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So first, good pride exhibits mercy.
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Secondly, good pride encourages other people.

2 HFRRECE B A

Look at 2 Corinthians chapter 10 verses 7-11.
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Paul is pleading with the Corinthians to
examine the evidence objectively.
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He is asking them not to judge him by his
appearance.
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Instead, he wants people to look at how he has
lived his life.
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Paul tells the people to examine the lives of the
false teachers in comparison to his life.
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How do they measure up in the things that are
truly important?
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Do they impact people positively or negatively?
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Do they edify other people or mislead them?
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Do they strengthen other people or weaken
them?
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Do they help others in their spiritual progress or
hinder them?
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These are the questions that are important when
discerning a person’s motives.
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Outward appearances do not matter.

B ey FE AN 2L

Charm and eloquence do not matter.
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What matters is a consistent commitment to
Christ.
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Paul, of course, was the one who founded the
church in Corinth.

TRE T S BT 2 B B
Paul led these people to Christ.
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But then these false teachers arrived and acted
like strong, decisive leaders.
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These false teachers claimed to know the truth.

XM E PRl B,

These false teachers said Paul was weak and
indecisive.
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In 2 Corinthians chapter 10 verse 11 Paul said,
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“Let such a person consider this—that what we
are in word by letters when absent, such
persons we are also, indeed, when present.”
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Paul is telling them to look at the consistency in
his life;
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look at his commitment to Christ.
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He is telling them to look at his lifestyle.
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And Paul’s life was the same when it was in
private as it was in public.
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His words matched his actions.
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Paul was showing the good type of pride
because he was bragging about the Lord’s
strength, not his own.
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So good pride exhibits mercy and encourages
other people.
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Thirdly, we see that good pride is persistent and
tenacious.
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The core meaning of the word ‘humility,’ is not
being weak,
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but it means a genuine conviction of one’s
unworthiness of the grace of God.

iMse, FHigdAIN, B AR BT,

Jesus said in Matthew chapter 5 verse 3,
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that truly humble people are those who can say,
“Without the grace of God, I am spiritually
empty.”
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Humble people give God recognition for every
good thing in their lives.
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Humble people obey God regardless of the
cost.
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Paul had one of the greatest impacts of the
church of Jesus Christ.
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And yet he calls himself a “clay pot”,
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a “wretched man”,
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and a “sinner”.
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Paul called himself “the very least of the saints
and apostles”.
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Contrast Paul’s humility with the arrogance of
the false teachers, then you will understand
what Paul is trying to tell us about this good
type of pride.
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Humility does not mean to surrender to the
enemies of Christ.
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Humility does not mean to give up the fight for
the truth.
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Humility does not mean to let false teachers
trample all over us.
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On the contrary,
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humility and good pride will compel us to be
uncompromising in the truth.
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Humility will make us boastful in the truth and
in who Jesus is.
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Humility will make us boastful in our weakness
and God’s strength.
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David said in Psalm 20 verse 7,
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“Some boast in chariots and some in horses, but
we will boast in the name of the Lord our God.”
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David also said in Psalm 34 verse 2,
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“My soul will make its boast in the Lord; the
humble will hear it and rejoice.”
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What Paul has been saying in 2 Corinthians
chapter 10 is this—
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Paul had pride, but his pride was in the Lord
Jesus.
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His pride was in the Lord Jesus, who loved him
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and redeemed him
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and died for him
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and rose from the grave for him.
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Paul’s pride was in the Lord Jesus, who
promised him victory and triumph.
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Paul’s pride was in the Lord Jesus, who is our
strength and our fortress.
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My listening friend, please listen carefully as
we conclude.
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There may be someone who is listening today
who says that they cannot boast in the Lord.
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Some may say that they are angry with God
because He did not answer their prayer.
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My listening friends, listen very carefully.
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That means that you have never understood
what it means to be under the lordship of Jesus
Christ.
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If you have never experienced the sweetness of
His lordship over your life, you can begin
today.
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Some people mistakenly think that they can
only go to God when they need a miracle.
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And when they don’t receive their desires, they
become angry and bitter.
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But that kind of thinking is based on bad, sinful
pride.
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But when you experience the sweet
companionship of God, you will understand the
good pride that Paul describes here in 2
Corinthians chapter 10.
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And | look forward to you joining us next time
when we look at secret number thirteen.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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