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1. Hello, listening friends, and welcome to this
broadcast.
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2. We are so glad that you have joined us for this
program.
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3. Today, we are on our last message in this series
on the fifteen secrets for positive living from 2
Corinthians.
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4. We hope that you have learned much about the
power of positive living in this series.
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5. And if you have a Bible, turn to 2 Corinthians
chapter 13 verses 1-14.
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6. In this scripture passage, we will learn about
the tests and trials that we face in life.
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7. Do you remember the teachers in school who
gave surprise tests?
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8. They tried to determine which students were
always prepared and which one was not.
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9. The Apostle Paul did not give a surprise test.
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10. He reviewed his material again and again in his
letter to the Corinthians, but then at the end of
the letter, Paul says it is testing time.
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If you ask most students whether they like
exams or not, they would say, “No.”
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But tests help students learn their strength and
their weaknesses.
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And just as students must face tests, so do we in
our spiritual life.
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These spiritual tests are self-administered.
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The spiritual tests are for your benefit.
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These spiritual tests have great consequences.
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These spiritual tests can determine your eternal
future.
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And we must be prepared for these spiritual
tests.
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And in 2 Corinthians chapter 13 verse 5, Paul
said,
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“Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith.
Examine yourselves.”
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The Corinthians have made the same mistake
that others make today.
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They decided to soften their message of the
truth and lower their standards.
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The Corinthians were not holding people
accountable for their actions.
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Why?
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Because some people did not want to accept
Jesus Christ as the only way to heaven.
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And the Corinthians did not want to offend
anybody with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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The Corinthians placed more importance on
people feeling comfortable than the truth.
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And so they weakened their message of the
truth.
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But here’s the problem—
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accommodating others in their false beliefs will
only lead to an eternal disaster.
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And Paul is saying, “Examine yourself to see if
your salvation is genuine.”
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Test yourself to see if you are dwelling in the
truth.,
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God will not change His rules for you.
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You must live by God’s rules, not your own.
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So, is it only nonbelievers who should examine
themselves?
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No.
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Every person should examine their spiritual
health often.
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In the Old Testament, even King David cried to
the Lord,
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“Search me, O God, and know my heart. Try
me and know my anxious thoughts and see if
there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in
the way everlasting.”
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Every one of us should examine themselves on
a regular basis.
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Ignoring our spiritual tests is arrogance.
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Ignoring our spiritual tests is not appreciating
God’s salvation.
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The great news is that everyone who tests
themselves spiritually will succeed.
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How can that be?
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Well, if I test myself, and | discover that | am in
the faith,
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then I will rejoice and give thanks to God for
my salvation.

W, TN T 133 BRI KRR,
CHEH

If | test myself and discover that | am not in the
faith,
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| know God has promised to receive me if |
seek His forgiveness.
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Therefore, the only way to fail the spiritual test

is when a person discovers that he is not in the
faith and still rejects God.
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When Paul told the Corinthians to test
themselves, he was confident of their answers.
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In 2 Corinthians chapter 13 verse 5, Paul said,
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“Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you?
unless you fail the test.”
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Paul is saying that Jesus Christ dwells in the

heart of everyone who receives Him as their
only Savior.
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Some of you may be asking, “But what is the
proof that Christ dwells in me?”
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“How can | know that | am eternally saved
from hell?”

“REAMERSR, AKET, AXTHE
HuE? 7
“How can | be absolutely certain that when |
die, I will go to heaven?”
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The short answer is, a transformed life.
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And a life that has changed for Christ will
affect others.
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And of course, I'm talking to believers right
now.

R, WIE RSB AE BT .

But others of you may be asking, “How do I
take this exam?”
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“How do | test myself spiritually to know if |
am in the faith or not?”
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“Would I pass the spiritual test if | professed
faith in Jesus Christ many years ago?”
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Not necessarily.
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Others may ask, “Would I pass the spiritual test
if I have prayed to God for forgiveness?”
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Not necessarily.
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“Would | pass the spiritual test if | have been

baptized?”
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Not necessarily.
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“Would I pass the test if I go to church?”
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Not necessarily.
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“Would | pass the spiritual test if | believed that

Jesus Christ is the Son of God?”
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Not necessarily.
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These are wonderful ways for believers to live
their lives.
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But these things might not necessarily be
authentic signs of being truly in the faith.
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The Bible says that even demons believe that
Jesus is the Son of God.
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Demons may have the knowledge, but they do
not follow Christ.
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Let me give you four questions by which you
can examine yourself spiritually.
ISR H AR, 250055 H O JE ROIR

==

AR}

& R

Use these questions to test yourself to see if you
are in the faith.
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Question number one—
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are you eager to confess your sins or do you
want to explain them away?
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Jesus said in Matthew chapter 5, “Blessed are

those who mourn over their sin, for they shall
be comforted.”
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Question number two—
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do you hunger for righteousness?
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In Matthew chapter 5, Jesus tells us that those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness are the
truly redeemed.
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Now seeking after righteousness does not mean
that you’ll never fail.
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But you must hunger for righteousness all the

time, no matter what your circumstances.
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Question number three—
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do you submit to the authority of the Word of
God?
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The people who fail the spiritual test try to

explain away their rebellion against the Word
of God.
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Jesus told us that we must obey His Word, even
when the way is difficult.
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In John chapter 8 verse 31, Jesus said, “If you
abide in my Word, you are my disciple indeed.”
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Question number four—
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do you genuinely love God and others?
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1 John chapter 5 verse 2 tells us that the proof
of our genuine faith is our love for the Lord.
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1 John chapter 3 verse 14 says loving other

believers is a clear indication that we have
passed from death to life.
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And this is the most important exam you’ll ever
take.
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This exam will determine where you’ll spend
your eternity.
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Examine yourself.
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Are you in the faith?
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Now if your answer to all the four questions is,
“Yes,7’
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then give thanks and praise to God for His
grace.
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But if you realize that you are not in the faith,
you still have hope.
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Today, you can begin by confessing your sins
to the Lord Jesus.
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Today, say to the Lord, “Lord, I have tried to
live a good life on the outside, but on the
inside, | have not genuinely grieved over my
sin.
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I have not hungered for righteousness.
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I have not obeyed Your Word.
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I have not genuinely loved You and others.
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Lord, please come into my life.
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Dwell in me today and all the days of my life.
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Show me how to walk in Your faith.
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Amen.”
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If you prayed these words to God, He will
answer your prayer.
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And if you prayed this prayer, we would love to

hear from you.
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And as we bring this series to conclusion,
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we wish you God’s richest blessing.
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