(REg=RH (B ) XGEHX

ERHIRT -13
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT - 13

1. Hello, listening friends.
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2. We are glad you have joined us in this
broadcast.
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3. Itisour hope and desire that God is using these
broadcasts to strengthen you and empower you;
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4. and, if you have been listening to this series of

messages on the fruit of the Spirit, we pray that
you will begin to grow the fruit of the Spirit.
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5.  We learned in the last broadcast that, in a world
where selfishness is considered a virtue,
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6. God’s Word tells us that those who belong to
Jesus are daily growing the fruit of kindness
and acting upon it.
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7. In this broadcast, we will begin to look at
another fruit of the Spirit that is central to the
character of God.

X H B, WATRITIRI 185 — 2RI
Ro, PRI SO BB
8. That part of the fruit is goodness.
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9. Let me tell you a story.
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10. Early in the nineteenth century, King Frederick
William 11 of Prussia found himself in great
trouble.
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11. He and his country were involved in a very
expensive war;
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and, at the same time, he was endeavoring to
transform his nation into a great nation.
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Meanwhile, he ran out of money in the
accomplishing of his plans.
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As a result of running out of money, he
contemplated two things.

EFRER A )G, A PN IR,
First,
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he could disappoint his people and curtail his
country’s progress.
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Second,
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he could capitulate to his enemies.
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Neither path was acceptable to him.
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On the one hand, he could not disappoint his
people; and, on the other, he thought that
capitulating to the enemy was unthinkable;
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so, after a great deal of deliberation, he
approached the women of Prussia.
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The King asked them if they would sacrifice
their gold and silver jewelry to be melted down

and be made into money for the good of their
country.
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He told them that, for each gold and silver
ornament, he would give them one of bronze or
iron as a token of his gratitude to their sacrifice.
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Each of his decorations would bear the
following inscription:
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“l gave gold for iron. 1813.”
“1813 4, LAk, ”

The response was incredibly overwhelming.

M LTI RN A2 R, N 1L

What was even more overwhelming was that
those women prized these gifts from the King
more highly than their former possessions.
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The reason was clear.
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The bronze and iron decorations were the mark
of their sacrifice for their King.
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As a matter of fact, it is a matter of history.
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It became unfashionable for women of Prussia
to wear jewelry;
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thus, the Order of the Iron Cross was
established.
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All members of that Order wore no ornaments
of gold or silver;
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but, instead, they wore a cross of iron for all to
see.
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What happened here?
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Generosity and sacrifice for the King became
the way of life.
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Generosity and sacrifice for the King became
the mark of true citizenship.

TRMESRIRAU [ £, S mon s KRR

—+

VIARYC)

Goodness and self-giving became the honor-
badge for all Prussians.
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In many ways, that’s exactly what the Apostle
Paul meant in Galatians 5:22 and 23,
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when he included generosity and goodness as
fruit of the Spirit.
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Let us review that Scripture again.
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(i L0 5:16-26, )
The Greek word, “agathos”, which is translated
“goodness” in the Bible,
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literally means “giving to others as an outflow
from a character that is filled with goodness.”
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Imagine a multi-layer fountain.
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When you turn it on, it begins the top floor;
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then, the second layer gets filled; then, the third
layer;
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then, it reaches the boundaries of the fountain.
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Finally, everyone who comes near the fountain
is going to get wet.
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It is a character that is so overflowing with

goodness that it cannot help but fill everybody
who comes near it.
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That’s what goodness means.
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In reality, there are all kinds of motives for
giving, including giving of ourselves and giving
of our substance.

FEISES, ARRFERIATE O, S3RATH)
Wgt, BASMELRRKEIL

I have learned never to judge people’s motives.
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That is not my business. That’s God’s
business.
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I only judge action.

TR HIWAT N

Some people give, because it makes them feel
good.
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Some people give, because it is a habit.
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Some people give out of obedience;
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and, yet, there are others who give out of selfish
motives.
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You may ask what it means to give out of
selfish motive.
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Let me give you an example.
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Some years ago, in the city of Miami in the
United States,
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the main street was lined up with beautiful
royal palm trees;

RETSER T — AT SE I SESR B

but, one night, vandals cut down six of these
magnificent trees,
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and the city did not have enough money to
replace them;
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however, very quickly, a generous donor was
found and he offered to replace the lost trees.

{EARPR, AbATHE] T — NIRRT IR 2
fib PR SR BN R IR LA

Let me tell you about this generous donor.
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The former trees had been about fifteen feet
tall, or five meters.
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They formed a perfect foreground for a big
airline company billboard.
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The new trees that were generously given
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were thirty-five feet tall

£ 35 H R

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

and completely obliterated and hid that airline’s
billboard from sight.
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Guess who the generous donor was?
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A competing airline company.
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I have to tell you what generosity is not, before
| can tell you what it is.
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This is not the kind of generosity that flows out

the goodness that the Apostle Paul is talking
about as fruit of the Spirit.
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Please listen carefully to what I’'m going to tell
you.
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The opposite of goodness is evil.
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There is no in between.
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There is either goodness or there is evil.
AR REFHAAE.

The two are diametrically opposed;
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but not all evil wants to look like evil.
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Evil often does not like to appear as evil, so it
works hard at developing a good face.
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Evil works very hard to put on a goodness face.
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The Bible calls that hypocrisy and deception.
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Let us look at some examples.
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Someone commits a crime and, then, he says,
“Well, it’s not my fault...”
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or, he might say, “Well, I did this for a good
cause.”
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A man deserts his family, but he puts on a good
face and says, “We are not getting along.”
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Someone drinks to excess and tries to put a
good face on it;
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and he would say, “I just have too many
problems in life and | need to forget my
problems...”
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s0, he puts on a good face on the destruction of

his life, to say nothing of the misery that he
puts his loved ones through;
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or, take a person who is blessed of the Lord,

but, instead of being faithful with God’s
blessings,
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and overflow with generosity,
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and returns to God what belongs to God,
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he tries to put on a good face and say, “We
have lots of expenses...”

ROMIER R, “ AR ZAET e
or, like someone who told me recently,
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“l am doing so well investing my money, | am
not going to give anything to God,

“H AT BARMA, IAEAZERRE
because | am going to keep on investing it and

make lots of money, then, give God a big lump
sum.”
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| told him a story about a prominent Christian

business man who was the founder of a heavy
machinery company.
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Now, this man was known as a great steward of
money;
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but, one year, he decided not to give as he
normally does,

BT 4, MR E A FHRAEH A Rk

102. because he made more money than he’d ever
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made before.
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This is how he rationalized it.
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“I will invest God’s money this year; double it;
and give twice as much next year...”
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but he lost it all.
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Later on, he would testify that, when he was
praying one day, he heard the Lord speaking to
him.
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He said, “Next time, you give me my money
and I’ll do my own investment.”
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Evil has always worked hard on looking good
and presenting the face and the mask of
goodness.
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| believe we have not yet seen all of the
ramifications and the consequences of when

evil, that is spun and masqueraded as good, will
be like.
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When we call evil "good," and call good "evil,"
it is only a matter of time until we will reap the
consequences.
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The Word of God is telling us that the

generosity which is the outflow of the goodness
of character is a true fruit of the Spirit.
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Be careful of the false goodness.
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Be careful of the inferior goodness.
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Be careful of the fake goodness, which is
nothing but evil with a good face on it.
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Remember that “agathos” refers to the pure,
sincere goodness.
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“Agathos” refers to the goodness that springs
forth in God-like action toward others.
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“Agathos” is characterized with honesty,
truthfulness and blazing integrity.
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“Agathos” is generosity that flows out of

goodness and pours itself out to everyone
around it.
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“Agathos” does not just mean the giving or
giving of oneself.
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It has a deeper meaning than that.
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I wish I could personally comprehend it totally,
let alone explain it to you.
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“Agathos” is the attitude that you have toward
those around you.
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“Agathos” is having an outstretched hand, not
a clenched fist.
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“Agathos” is a desire to help and comfort and
encourage and motivate.
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“Agathos” is a virtue that cannot be contained,
that cannot be bottled up, that cannot be hidden
from view.
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It is reflected in your finances.
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It is reflected in your thought.
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It is reflected in your speech.
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It is reflected in your emotional response.
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“Agathos” means goodness and generosity.
"Agathos", RN K

Until we meet again, | am going to continue to
talk to you about goodness.
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I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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