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Hello, listening friends.
BRI, REF

We are always glad that you tune in to this
program.

AR = % AR BE— AR RENS T AT TIX AN 1Y
S

In our last broadcast, | promised you that |
would describe the church of Laodicea,

ExA A, WENMRS VRIS,

which we read about in the Book of Revelation.

Wt A BATE R sk A B A=

For those of you who are listening to our
broadcast for the first time,

BRI AT B AL EER,

we are drawing close to the conclusion of a
series of messages about the fruit of the Spirit.

BAEAETHE DR T ERR TR RIIE
A, BRI 1.

Today, we are discussing the fruit of
faithfulness.

SR, BATET B WE LR T

Last time, we started to discuss the example of
an unfaithful church,

ER BATRE—DABI B A B
T

and, fortunately, this church, the church of
Laodicea, is a good example of how much
modern church has become.

RIy, BIRFREDHE, & MRIFHIB
T, WEZIMARMASERMAELL.
Laodicea is a church that has replaced
repentance with psychology.

ZIRFEH L, RO R O B
HrMgt .
The Laodicean church is a church where

preachers preach sermons to make people feel
good, instead of being good.

ZIRFAXBOTYE, R ERER R
uf, AV BT R R .
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Laodicea is a church that was outwardly
successful.

LR HE B R — MM KA B 2
AN
~No

Laodicea is a church that, once, was a powerful
voice in society.

BAA—E, ZRFEASNES BA R
AR

Laodicea is a church that was most prosperous
among all of the Asian cities;

LR — ME LI T Hh B BRI H 2
and, yet, Laodicea is a church that was
unfaithful.

SR, ZIRF AR DA B E L

The Laodicean church was established by
Epaphras.

LIRS R BB aIER.

Let me tell you a thing or two about Laodicea,
the town.

PR YRR — A S8 SR 15
Laodicea had a vibrant economy.

LRI A TR ZED

Their gross national product was off the chart.
BERE G E AW T

They had no inflation.

BB

The stock market was at all times high.

SR T gL

The shining black wool and linen exports broke
all records.

HETI B} 6 = AT I JBR AT Y H AR AT 1 42
Ko
Their pharmaceutical industry was booming,

AATTER 1 245 Talk TOE K

especially an eye-salve factory that was
exporting all over the world.

JEHRH O A IR T

That is why God calls them "blind."
XN AFRRABATTZ “BEIRAY” .
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They were experts on eye salves.
BAR, A TEESIE IR 28 7 2 £ K
They produced it and sent it all over the world,

fiAIEIR 2, SO IE P A A%

but they were blind.
EA AT T D R E AR A

They thought they were rich, but they were not.
AN N E CIRER, EHSEAR,

Their medical school trained the best doctors in
the whole world.

TR 2 BENIZR 1 2 5 E et =
A

In Laodicea was the banking center of the
world.

G A AR G

In the midst of such prosperity, the Christians
grew unfaithful and spiritually proud.

Ko IR A, B AME
S, JHE)R RIVHE LI HEGER.

It was making God sick.

G FHIR R

He said that they were neither cold nor hot.
M BEABATTAA AT

He said to them they were lukewarm.
AR ATT A R K o

Have you ever drank a lukewarm water?

PR AN AT 7K 2

It makes you nauseous.
A ARAEMR

You want to vomit,
fE R A8,

and that is what God is saying -- “You are
making me sick, because you are neither cold
nor hot.”
XHEA VL,
WA, 7

In Revelation 3:20, God extends to them an

invitation to return back to be faithful to the
Lord Jesus Christ.

JR7RF =5 20711, FREABAIEE,, ETHR
R FEE

He said to them, in verse 20 of Chapter 3 --
MIAE =55 20 198 BLXHbAT T

“CORMEFAEM:,  BFONIRAS
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often this passage is quoted as an evangelistic
endeavor that God is saying to the sinner, “I
want to come into your life...”

CHREHBRAE A .- 7, IRA)TEA R
HOMEEE NG H, 2 e AN Ui
1o

but that is not what He means here.
HSEAE R IR A =,

God is talking to the believers, here, in
Laodicea.

XL, RS R BEGEA T U,

He’s talking to Christians;
XS R B AE UL

but these are the words that were spoken to the

Christians in Laodicea who ceased to be
faithful.

e VL4 B IR 5 U IR AN B S J B 4
WT 1 o

He is talking to Christians who got so busy with
their prosperity that they stopped going to
prayer meetings.

MR ERIRLE Dy 1 A SR ek, {2182
TG 2 B AE A

He is talking to Christians who got so

comfortable in their lifestyle that they became
sporadic in their worship.

M ERRLL I T H CaF IR AT, TR
SNSRI EAREBLN o

He is talking to Christians who became so
entangled with God’s blessings that they forgot
the Blesser.

L AR L P ariB SR RUAR, Al TR
4 HE IRUAR 5 B B AEA T U0 A
He is talking to Christians who were so

preoccupied with their own reputation that they
refrained from witnessing to the lost.

MR ERARLE R OVE H R4, M1k m sk
T NAE AR BB AEATT B0 -
He is talking to Christians who were so caught

up in the political process that they
marginalized the truth and integrity.

M ERABLE A 98T H0IR , R0 AL E AT 1
B BT o
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He is talking to Christians who were so busy in
church politics that they have left out of their
lives and out in the cold the One Who died for
the church.

MR ERAB LT FH BT 34, R TIEA
oo ) EHEERAEARATT A iy AN R B 4
A

The Laodicean church was indifferent to the

invitation of Jesus, and, before long, it became
a shadow of its former glory.

R B LR GR RPN, AT
A, BEASIFEARRE LR E— R
o

Laodicea is now the modern Turkish city of
Ismir.

LSRR A R H LI T BB KR
You can say it cannot happen now.

TR, BUEAS KA DL T

Let me take you to England, and Scotland, and
I’1l show you the big cathedrals and the great
edifices that have no more than twelve people
on Sunday morning.

IR B SRS 2T =, AR H 2
FAREM B RAE, HERRE RS
i 12 S AZSINEFE

Go to Germany, or Holland, or any of these

lands of the Reformation, and see what
unfaithfulness does to a people and to a church.

FIEIE, A7 2B AT SR E R E R,
BEMEELERRLIE — D AM—DH
Let me tell you, God moves on.

R EVRR, #—BEAERTEE,

He does not strive with us forever.
ALK AT FA T4

I want to tell you two things about faithfulness
before I close.

AR, RS FRIRPIE R TE LR EH
‘[\jﬁao

The first thing | want to tell you about
faithfulness is this:

B ARG URRI A

faithfulness in little things defines our
character.

/NG EBOMESE, W] BUE HRATHD A
1%
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If | ask husbands and wives, “Are you faithful
to each other?..,” most of you would say,
C‘Yes”'}

AR SUREGZE T, “ARAIR I A S
.2 7 BRZHMI NI, R 7
because you define faithfulness in the terms of
sexual fidelity;

PRI A ARAT TR I P R e sgh A2 418 2E M 77 T P48
1375817 8

but faithfulness means more than that.
(ERERHiup=-9'@uan b=

Faithfulness in marriage means that you build
each other up, and not tear each other down.

OO A5 S AR AT, AN AR IR
o
Faithfulness in marriage means that you

encourage each other, and not criticize each
other.

ISP AE S, BREMILEU, AR
BEAETE

Faithfulness in marriage means making
decisions that are for the other's highest good.

BRI IS SE, BWRAE P EI g, RN
YIRS FNIL RN

Faithfulness is even deeper than that.
B SR O SHE B IR A
Faithfulness means making decisions that may

be even disserving you, but serving your
spouse.

AEA EREWEMBRE M, A
TARPIBC AR R TR AE -

| could continue at the list on and on.

FAT LAk S5 28N 25

Faithfulness in little things means faithfulness
in big things.

/N ERLG, BUEWE RH EHEG.

Faithfulness in little things defines our
character.

e/ BB, BUE BN IRATR M

Listen to what Jesus said in Luke 16:10.

15 W B8R AE B INAE 5 16 = 10 15 B v i)
(&% 16 = 10 1. )

Faithfulness at work means you are faithful,
whether the boss is watching you or not.

TR LB EERE, CRwERETES
TRIAE, AREREINSET
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Faithfulness at work means you are faithful,
whether you are appreciated or not.

TN RELNR, ARER SO

Faithfulness at work means you are faithful,
whether you are rewarded or not;

HETCRARRES R, IREEINY

and, the reason for that is because, first and
foremost, you work for God and He is your
boss.

XA BN RN E T, RN
AR, M RARE IR

Someone once said,
NS
“By working faithfully eight hours a day, you

may eventually be a boss, and, then, work
twelve hours a day.”

“CRER BT TAE )N, AR A O —
MW 25, BRMETET AN

Hﬁ‘ o “

| often say that people who have the most

demanding bosses are those who work for
themselves.

WA H U, EREEIZER, PU2EHE K
Z

Faithfulness in small things defines our
character.

fEANE EBOMES, BT BUE AT
1o

Secondly,

By

don’t let immediate lack of rewards cloud your
vision for faithfulness.

T AAZR AT 2R AT 25, wis8im 1
PRIE LI

In the 90’s, where people got used to
companies making big profits,

£ 90 EAL, AT TR 2 7]

we have developed short-sightedness and lost
vision of the big picture.

RATE LERE, B NE AT

| personally shudder over what will happen to a
society that only thinks in terms of the short-
picture.

A NRAHL, —> IR R 825 )
ol AR AT AT

The loss of vision for the future is
demoralizing.

REMNRRATFORRE, i AEURE
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When you lose vision of the big picture, you
lose a vision for God;

ARG AR KI5 R, REE AR .
but, in the work of God, you must think of the
long vision and the big picture, and keep them
in mind.
HEMKET E, ROSIEEKET, BHIFHE
NERE, RN T H

Don’t have short-sightedness when it comes to
faithfulness.

WRENESE, T8 LA

| read the following hypothetical scene in a
book recently.

BOL AL — AP 2 DL R AMBR I
o

It said, “Imagine that you are traveling back in
time to first-century Jerusalem

B, B MR R 20 HE H R

%

in the days of the early church.
[l ) L o ) IR B H 7 AL

As you walk along a busy street near the
Temple,

HREAE A EEL S ST AETE I,

you interview several of the people walking
along the street or working in the market.

ROTIRVNEBGERS, BCE LTI L TARR
N

You pick the individuals to talk to them at
random,

and you ask each of these typical Israelites a
few questions.

R IR) 3 L R B DL BN — 28 ]

“Who, of your generation, will likely be
remembered 2,000 years from now?”

“HEPRATIX—AR, A HERTRELE 2000 4FJ5
g e E? 7

As part of the Roman Empire, they most likely
would say, “Nero;”

I E T2 By E A, R AT RE
REE “JERE, 7

then, you ask the following question:

SRIG, AR SR A ) .

“But what about those people known as
Christians?

“AE B EE R BRI B AE I AW ?



103. Do you expect that some people would
remember them or their leaders?”

PRI NAT S CAEARAT, B AT S
[]EJQ ”

104. These first-century Israelites may find it very
hard to contain their laughter.

XL EE — L DL S N2 A AME S
Ko

105. In fact, their response might very well be a
snide remark, like, “Them?

Sebr b, AR AT BE SIS, Atk
i1z 7

106. You’ve got to be kidding,” they continue.
AR UL, “ORFETF DTS, 7

107. “Those Christians are a bunch of nobodies.
CIRUEFLBRGE S A WAL,

108. They don’t have any influence...;”
AT ATATFENE Sy eeeeees 7
109. then, they would conclude,
ZJa, AT 4R,

110. “These Christians will hardly be remembered
next month, let alone 2,000 years from now..."

“RUAT AN H X BB AR sl
2000 FELLJG 1 veeeee 7

111. then, you probe a little further.
e, VRIKEEE I o

112. “Do you mean to tell me you have never heard
of Peter or Paul? Or what about Mary and
Martha?..."

“CORB ISR UL, AR AR B AR AR AN IR
B B GRTAIY KD e

113. and the average Israelite man on the streets
would interrupt and say to you,

X LG5 1 A BB N 24T Wk, R,
114. “These folks are insignificant.
“IXELHLE TR R BN A
115. The only thing I know about them is that their
leaders keep ending up in jail.
FARITE, AT ) AR e A LN Ak K
I

116. Believe me, in 2,000 years, nobody will even
remember that they ever existed.”

MfEH , ££ 2000 )5, fHEEAZIEH
MIRAEAE. 7

117. The author of this book concludes, “Here we
are, 2,000 years later,

XABREE RN, “ IR 2000 )5
IE

118. and the reality is we name our children Peter,
Paul, Mary and Martha,

HE, HNG%4 A A M5
&, RY, SRR,

119. and many people name their dogs, Nero.”

M¥F 2 A& A p 4o etk

120. This is what | mean when | say you have to
have the big picture in mind.

XA, RN AZAE N T B A 4 R
%:lE‘E\ o

121. You have to have a long vision.
PRLIZA AT A ET o

122. This immediate gratification, that is so
engrained in our culture and cursing our
generation, has nothing to do with God.

A RIZANIARZTEA], XML ASEIRATHY
AL ARG, FOEERNX AN, 5
MK

123. It has nothing to do with the faithfulness of
God.
ARFERIE SE A R o

124. Faithfulness goes on and on, whether you are
up or you are down.

AR ARASAENTIR B85, {5 LKA AE

125. The ultimate reward of faithfulness is not really
your boss.

REFESE, BEMEARRE, NEREIRE
ER TS

126. The ultimate Rewarder of your faithfulness is
the Lord God, Himself,
BE REAREER, Z2MET,

127. the God Who sees you when nobody else can,
SR AL S T F B,

128. the God Who hears you when nobody else can,
2N A ILARES, ShET LT,

129. the God Who watches you when nobody else
can.

NTAS AR, FRE SR .

130. He is the God Who rewards your faithfulness in
the open.

ML AT 2B ARAE L I
131. Let me ask you this.
IR AR
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It is a question | often pose to myself.

XA IREH 0 H O )

It helps me keep short accounts.
BB E O,

Am I faithful with God’s resources?

ST B FH A A B ?

Am | faithful with the blessings that God has
given me?

FFE AT B A I I (R4 7 2

Am [ faithful with God’s blessings of money?
PR T O T T I Y R ?

Am | faithful with God’s blessings of energy?
JFE AT A A B A po AR g 2

Am [ faithful with God’s blessing of time?
FAE AT O3 FH A4 P g ) I 1) 2

Am [ faithful with God’s blessings of talent?
AN B OAE I G A T?

Am | faithful when no one else is knowing or
watching?

LA NFIEECE F B RN, A0S
S 2

It is my prayer that you would say, “Yes.”
THGdr, AU R 7

Until we meet again, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

WA H W, AR 4 T

Ko



