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Hello listening friends, we’re delighted that
you’re back with us again.
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How glad we are when we hear from you and
you write to us and tell us how much these
programs are blessing you.
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We always love hearing from you and reading
your wonderful letters.
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Feel free to write to us today.
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I want to begin by telling you a story.
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Because we are continuing in this series of
messages “How God Works”.
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This story appeared in one of the newspapers
in the west.
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It was about a young man who once found a
five-dollar bill on the street.
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After that experience,
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He decided that for the rest of his life, he
would never lift his head while walking.
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I know you agree with me, this is very
dangerous.
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However, the paper went on to say,
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That over the years, this man accumulated the
following things:
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29,516 buttons,
29,516 14410,

54,172 pens,
54,172 3% ;

12 pennies.
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A chronically bent back,
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And a miserly disposition.
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The man also lost something else.
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He lost seeing the glory of the sunlight.
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The smiles of friends and freshness of the blue
sky.
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Even the writer of the newspaper discerned
that terrible greed.
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But the Bible tells us,
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There are even grave consequences to the sin
of greed, envy, and covetness.
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Unbridled greed produces unadulterated
misery.

IER A R B
Uncontrollable covetness results in an
unbading grief.
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The fever of wanting more and more and more
can only produce perpetual pain and
emptiness.
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We have a clear example of the consequences
of greed, envy, and covetness in Ahab and
Jezebel.
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The story is well-known to some of you.
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Itis found in | Kings chapter 21 and 22.
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Let me repeat it to you.
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There was a poor simple man but he was
faithful by the name Naboth.
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Naboth owned a small vineyard that butted up
against King Ahab’s summer palace.
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Let me stop here and tell you that vineyard was
the very sign of fruitfulness.
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But poor Naboth.
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When his ancestors came into the promised
land they received their inheritance.
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And it happened to be next to King Ahab’s
garden.
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And Ahab felt incomplete without owning all
of the surrounding land.
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My listening friends, | want you to listen very
carefully.
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Greed always makes you feel incomplete.
PR SRR A AL,

No matter how much you have, you feel
incomplete unless you get more.
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More does not make you complete.
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S0 you want more.

PR EE £,

Actually, you will never feel complete at all.
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You will never feel like the apostle Paul felt
when he said the following in Phillipians 4:11.
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| have learned to be contented whatever the
circumstances.
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It’s like the employer who overheard one of his
workers talking to another worker saying.
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If I had $1000 my problems would be over.
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And | would be perfectly contented.
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The employer was blessed of God.
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So, he decided to give her the $1000.
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Because he knew that all the money in the
world is not going to make her contented.
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So, he said, here is $1000 so you can be
perfectly contented.
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And when she received the money and before
the boss left the room.
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He overheard her saying.
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Why didn’t I say 2000?
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That’s what greed does.
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Ahab’s greed was like the man who had a nail
stuck to his shoe.
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He could not enjoy anywhere he walked
because of that nail in the sole of his shoes.
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Ahab was a man in the grip of greed.
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Years ago greed was characterized as one of
the seven deadly sins.
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Greed began in the Garden of Eden.
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Let me explain to you.
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The word greed is often bandied about without
explanation.
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There are some people who use that word in
order to manipulate others.
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But the best Biblical definition of greed is
found in the Garden of Eden.
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And it is this,
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Biblical greed is when you look at the one

thing that God says you cannot have and you
reach out and get it.
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Greed is the obsession of getting what you do
not have.
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Greed is the state of discontentment no matter
what you have or don’t have.
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Greed is the state of constant inner emptiness.
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Greed is borrowing money that you know you
cannot pay back.
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Greed is buying things that you don’t need.
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Greed is the state of wanting to get and get and
get and then get some more while giving
nothing, or very little back.
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This is the proper definition of greed.
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Listen carefully please.
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There is a fine line between greed and the
breaking of the law to fulfill the desire known
as greed.
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A thief steals because of greed.
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A merchant cheats because of greed.
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A builder uses inferior materials in
construction because of greed.

— NI A 57 A 10 iy LIk -

Ahab had enough knowledge of the law of God
that he would not cross that line.
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But not Jezebel.
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She was a Baal-worshipping Gentile.
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Well look at | Kings 21:7.
BALKEEEE21: 7,

She said to her husband,
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Get up,

HRERK,

Eat and drink.
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I will kill to give you what your heart covets.
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And Jezebel asked Ahab her husband why was
he sullen.
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And you can hear this weak man saying, well,
I wanted Naboth, the Gezerilite’s field.
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And he refused.
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But Jezebel was a woman of action.
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93. A woman of determination
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94. Which made up for the weak-willed,
vacillating king Ahab.
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95. While the king had little moral compunction
which came from his Jewish heritage.
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96. Jezebel had none.
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97. Jezebel never let anything or anybody stand in
her way.
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98. She was so cold-hearted, that she would lie

under oath.
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1.  Shows you her determination which led her to
forgery,
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2. And treachery.
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3. She forged a letter in the king’s name.
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4.  She stole his signet ring.
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5. And stamped his name on the letter.
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6. Look at the hypocrisy.
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7. She told the population of Jezreel
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8. To proclaim a day of fasting.
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9. What does that mean?
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Her public relation officers explained to her
that when the Jewish people wanted to
announce a coming judgment, the king must
announce a day of fasting.
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So she did.
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She wasn’t the king, but she functioned as if

she was the king.
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She bribed two witnesses to testify against this
poor faithful man of God, Naboth.
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He was one of the 7000 who have not bowed
to Baal.
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And Jezebel used the law of God to do her
dirty work.
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You can imagine how Naboth must have felt.
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When he heard two false witnesses accusing
him,
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This wicked woman was scheming to shed
innocent blood.
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Why?
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Because of greed,
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Envy,
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Covetousness,
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I want to tell you a story.
KL IR T

It is told about two men.
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One was envious and the other was covetous.
AR, 5 NRZ .
The ruler of the land sent a message.
IE T
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Grant them one wish each.
Featf]— MR
There was one provision.
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The one who chooses first will get exactly
what he asks for
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While the other man will get exactly twice of
what the first one had asked for.
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So they cast lots.
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And the envious man was to choose first.
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And he found himself in a quandary.
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He wanted something great for himself.
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But then he thought,
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If | do that, the other guy is going to get twice
as much.
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If I ask for a fortune,

R ER 2,

He will get twice as much.
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If I ask for a palace,
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The other man will get two palaces.
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So he thought for a while,
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And finally he said,
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Pluck out one of my eyes.
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And that’s what envy, jealousy, and
covetousness does.
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It can never bring peace.
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I want you to pause here for a moment.
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Because | want to tell you about the influence
that women can have over men.
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This is not a trivial matter with me.
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And | do not speak in jest.
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In all seriousness,
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Women who minimize their influence are
unaware of the facts.
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Both the word of God and 2000 years of
Christian history presents us with the fact that

women are spiritually more susceptible than
men.
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I am not absolving men of their responsibility.
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But what | am telling you is factual.
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Women are able to raise the spiritual
temperature in society to a spiritual high-pitch.
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By the same token,
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They can denigrate it to the lowest level of
failure.
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Women are able to influence the church into
the white-heat of revival.
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Or divide it into the littleness and pettiness of
division.
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Women can lead a home to become heaven
itself.

MR AR R BEAR N R 5

Or cause it to sizzle with the flames of hell.
WAT PLLEE 7l 1Rk K.

God has placed that power in the hands of
women.
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After all, if Jezebel was a godly woman she
would have said to Ahab the following.
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Ahab, you know you have more than enough.
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Ahab,
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You have this and you have this and you have
this and furthermore you’ve got me.
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But she didn’t.
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Instead,
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She catered to the worst, the lowest and the
darkest side of Ahab.
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Every time | look at Jezebel and contrast her to
some of the godly women that | have known
around the world.
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Someone said that Ahab was evil without
Jezebel.
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But he was worse because of her.
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I have noticed that we have just run out of
time.
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And | want to tell you so much more about
this.
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So will you promise me that you will tune in
next time so you can hear the rest of this?
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Until then, | wish you God’s richest blessing.
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