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Hello, listening friends.
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You know, every New Year, many people
around the world make New Year’s resolutions;
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and, they often, by February, all of these
resolutions are forgotten.
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Making and keeping the right resolutions is of
vital importance;
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and that’s what I will talk to you about, today.
X RIS RITEIINE

In the past several broadcasts, we have learnt

about two marks of maturity in growing
Christians.
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The first
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Is that the believer grows through testing.
Fe AR HERY R ar il 56 15 2 A
Secondly,
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we saw that the believer who says "no" to
temptation is also a growing Christian.

FATH ], BEERHARY AT BERE, b
R s .

We saw that, while testing is permitted by God,
temptation comes from the evil one.
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If Satan cannot prevent you from accepting
Christ as your Savior, then, his next effort is
going to be directed at stomping your spiritual
growth.
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Among the weapons that God has given us to

help us say “no” to temptation is the Word of
Truth.
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If you are already looking at James, Chapter 1,
beginning at verse 19, you can follow with me.
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In verses 19 and 20, James gives us the fruit of

what the Word of God does in the life of a
believer;
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then, in the last two verses, he gives us some
more of these fruits.
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Growing Christians need to have a three-fold
characteristic.

{EHER AR K 7 = E S
One:

quick to hear.

PRARHIT

Two:

slow to speak.
1A b o
Three:

slow to anger.
12 ig )%
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Why is James concerned about these qualities?

AR 22 SRTEIX 2 ity T 2

Because, when we confront tough or tempting

times, we tend to just reverse these three things.

By, AEIATIE B RRIGURTAIR N, AT
FEIX = AR B3 3K

My listening friends, | want you to think with
me.

PoRZMM AL, B IR Hit

First, by quick to hear.
BRI .

I think, by nature, we don’t like to listen.
TAE, MR, FRATHAE =T
We fuss and we fume when we are hassled.
YIAT G NP B A5, FRATA 2 ELUREL
ny, g mEA.

Our impulse is to act. We feel we have to do
something,

WNBEEAS), LA,
and Satan knows that;
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so0, he uses our testing to sneak in and apply
enough pressure so that we will act
impulsively, and prematurely, and fall into
temptation.
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That is why Jesus taught us to pray, “Lead us
not into temptation.”
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When the evil one tempted Jesus, what did he
do?

DT R BRI, BB A IR IE ?
Satan came to Him in relation to His most
urgent and immediate need.
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For forty days, Jesus had not eaten anything,
and Jesus was ready to break His fast.
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Jesus was fasting in obedience to His Father’s
will;
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but Satan comes in and he says, "You can eat
and you can do it now.

SR, S B Fi R A -
75, IAER AT AVZ .

You can do it independent of the Father.
PRAT LA RAL, H O,

You have the power..."
R RZARESIHE L weeeee 7

but, instead, Jesus was quick to listen to the
Father, not to the devil.
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When you are facing trials and tough times in
your life, your anxiety level rises.

BRI T KR KB IR, IR 2
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These voices may be voices of fine people, but
they are not the voice of God;

FLEBEFEHPRAFOIN, HARET
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but the only voice that you should be quick to
hear is the voice of the Lord;

(LR ME S 7 127 BRAR It Ui A1 ) 7 5

and the way you test the voice of the Lord is
whether it is consistent with the Word of God
or not.
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So much for being quick to hear.

AT TIRZ KT RPN X 7T Y
H.

What about slow to speak?

W2, EFEA R AR W2

Now, this is a very difficult one.

X, BIFAE S

When we are being tested, the natural reaction
is that we say things that we shouldn’t.

fiﬁ%%ﬁﬁ PAVEAE VLA R
W, X RIRERN.

We complaln and grumble against the Lord.
BATR EHOAE . KA.

I believe it’s important to seek the guidance and
the prayer of mature Christians,

PARME, IR R
T AUREVCEA 2 EE,
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but don’t go around to everyone who would
listen and complain.

{EASZE AT 4R A T S U VR A AR AR
In the long run, it could harm your testimony.
MK KTE, XA IR I .
There’s an old proverb that goes something like
this:

A E HETE XA UL

“God created us with two ears and one mouth,

so that we should listen twice as much as we
talk.”
“ERATRANE TR ES, — I BEE. By
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Quick to listen.

PRI .

Slow to speak.
1818 b i

Thirdly, slow to anger.
%E){_ﬁ: ’ ‘]‘%‘]‘%i‘mi‘j} ?& o

Why is it that rage and anger do not work for
the believer?

AT AR ISAN REIE it IR 2

What is the reason for James’ three-fold
command to Christians?

A LIER EAE R i = E a4
Me ?

Verse 20 tells us why.

20 TR 7 EATE R

It is because God’s righteousness cannot be
accomplished in us when we are angry.

K, NBIRSIEA B 3o

You will not become what God wants you to be
as long as you are spitting and spattering.
UNSRAREER TR K AOEEE, Rt AEe
F A H o SR o

The Scripture is full of examples of men and
women who let their anger smudge their
relationship with God.

X2 FARZ RIS, SRR ORI
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Their anger blinded them from discerning the
will of God.
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Their anger rendered them unresponsive to
God’s leading, and, often, with terrible
consequences.

R EBATR AR P SURA TSR, EAEE
JER AR R R o

Cain disobeyed a simple instruction and he
came to the altar with the wrong sacrifice.

R AL, SRR SV IR
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Angered at God’s rejection of his offering, he
took his anger out on his obedient brother and
killed him in a fit of rage.

FEA A A58, At RIS 2 A Al e
o656, (ERRZ FBHRT .
How many times did we kill someone’s

reputation, or their name, simply because they
were obeying God?

Z /DI, FRATTH AR B g ) N IR A v ki
M CAESS . 155
Moses succumbed to anger, striking the rock,

instead of speaking to it, as he had been told by
God.

JEE DG BCA W AR Iy i, TR AR RS
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The consequences were that Moses was never
allowed to enter into the Promised Land.

SERME, BEVUANGRE NPV Z 4o

How many times do we strike instead of
speaking?
Z/bmHE, AT R FFHE T AZ .
Jonah was placed in the body of a whale by
God until he agreed to go to Nineveh.

AEAWTHEE, Bl KA T, HEMb
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Later on, Jonah became furious that things did
not turn out the way he wanted or expected.

Jaok, LIEE DA IRA A BT I8 ) %
B, FRAREE.

He spent the rest of his years pouting and
steaming under a tree.

fAE— KR T, AR BT A R I ] ER A A R
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He could not accomplish much for God.

filAS P RE U AIEUE 22 IO ZH 15

He became ineffective because he allowed his
anger to take hold.

fARFZIC AL, ROt A= ) 1 At
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My listening friends, | want to tell you
something that comes to you directly from the
Word of God.

REWMA, EEVRR, MEIE et 4.
Unless you deal with your anger and surrender
your anger, God will not bless you or use you.

WRARATE S H SRR, A SR
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How should we react when testing times come?
e NIVAEHSY S PO R 7

In two ways, according to verse 21.

21 WG UREAT, APIR I k.

One:

it

lay aside evil.

B — VIR

Two:

-

receive the implanted Word of God.

SUSZ TR ()38

James sees the human heart as a garden that, if

left to itself, the soil will produce only weeds;
HESAE N O EEREoy I T, WA L
H, e AR A

so, he urges us to pull out the weeds and to
prepare the soil for the implanted Word of God.

FTEL, At A TEE R BR O LR 2R B, T O
SRR A TE

It is utter foolishness to try to receive the Word
of God into the soil of your heart when your

heart is full of weeds of anger, bitterness, envy
and resentment.

RBERFENAL, BT RWREI &
R IR R AR [ A i Sk R P )3

All these weeds are going to choke off the seed
of the Word.

BRI, Rede s AU e Hed, ARe
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You can read the Bible as long as you want and
it will have no effect. Why?

R VF—EHIE R, AN At
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Because you have not pulled out the weeds of
anger.

BRI T BR AR O H R ) 2R B
How do you get rid of the weeds?
TERETHRRME ?
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First, by confessing and asking God to forgive
you.

B, IRERMASE, SRR IR,

Second, by asking God to plow the hardness of
your heart.

HR, SRANBHREVRNIAE .0 F B SR

Thirdly, by saying, “Lord, let Your Word take
so much of a hold in my life that the weeds will
not be allowed to come back.”

B=, XM EUL CEW], SRUKKITEAT T
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How does the Word do this in your life?

EFEA BELLAN B AEIR A A AR T e ?

Certainly not by opening the Bible and looking
for a quick ten-minute fix.

YIRA R A AT — B L2 .
When you read the Word of God, ask yourself
the following questions:

FEVEEL I i, VREE R H O LA A
Is there an example for me to follow?

E2H, A ERFE ISR ?
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Is there a command for me to obey?

AEA RS B Te?

Is there any error for me to avoid?

A A EERR T G B AR ?

Is there any sin for me to renounce?

AEA T BRI K FREENE ?

Is there any promise for me to claim?

A EA 7 E PR B AR e ?

Is there any new thought about God?

TS HH A F BN RTE?

Is there any new thought about the Lord Jesus
Christ?

oS T HRBRA A H ) BT ?

Is there any new thought about the Holy
Spirit’s ministry in my life?

X ERAROTHEBIT, WABA S
Mg ?

But notice something else James said.

RO % RS

He said you receive this Word with meekness.
s, PR S RO SR S0 52 )
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Most people think that meekness means
weakness.

REANNN, R EREREL
No, but meekness is the opposite of wrath.
AN HL SRR TR S S

When you receive the Word of God with
meekness, it means that you accept it.

AR R IR N LR Z TS, IR
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It means that you don’t argue with it.
REWE, RASREE.

It means that you honor it as God’s own words.

REWE, IREEAE,

It means that you don’t twist it to conform to
your thinking.

KRR, ARIFAL R A TE RIS AR H O
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It is so important that you not only read and
comprehend the Word of God, but that you
obey the Word of God.

(58] S AT H A ) T [ SR EE T, {E IR A ) T
FNEE N E L,

Let us read together verses 22 to 25.
TEFRATT— ki 22 3] 25 5,
AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.

L) MR —5 22-25 71
James is saying that if a person reads the Bible
regularly, but he or she lives their life the same

way as unbelievers, then reading the Bible is
like reading the newspaper.

UL, R —NANEFEEL, HhE4E
WA IERIRAME AR, A, XHdR
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It will not change you.

KA, FABEBATR,

James said it is like the person who gets out of
bed and he looks in the mirror, and what does
he see?

TR U, RXWUFER— D NER G 5T,
BIWAA TWE?

He sees whiskers and disheveled hair, yellow
teeth and bleary eyes;

B2 B e, FELHCR R —
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and he walks away and a few minutes later, he
forgets what he looked like;

B —ETF, BERIEUS 7 H R B

so he goes to work and somebody notices this
kind of shabby condition,

E¥E, ANEERMMAMSLE. B
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and he says, “What’s wrong with you?”
Flafh: RS RZEEAM? 7

And the man will say, “There’s nothing wrong
with me.

fib Bt “EAHaF? 7
I looked in the mirror this morning...”

AFE L, RIHT T e

but, you see, the mirror does not improve your
appearance.

AR, PREMIE, B ARECGEIRIICE .
There is no mirror that can shave a man’s
beard,

WA — 8T T VS IRE T

or comb your hair,

[ = 1%

or brush your teeth.

B R

The mirror’s purpose is to show you what you
need to do;

B RIMERE E S YRR IRTR EAFAT A4

so, reading the Bible does not do a bit of good
if you are not willing to obey God’s Word.

Rk, WRARAEATHRE, MR R
2, MEh— ) LA .

When we look into the Bible, we see our faults,
AT EFE XL PIRE, BRATKIE RS
I »

we see the weakness of our faith,
BAVER H E ORI A,

our jealousies,

TATH e,

our greed,

Ak,

our idolatry,

FR&,

our backbiting;
SN
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but just seeing these smudges and blemishes
does not take them away.

B2, NACE BIX L5 mIBIE A, IR
HEA R EEANT.

The Bible exposes our sins;

L R IATI B FREE

but we are the ones who have to ask for
cleansing.

EFRATT 2T SRAPR G 1A T o

People who hear the Word of God, but do not
obey It, are candidates for frustration.

R BATT R R e g, mAEAN, A1
BRI

Why?

A We?

Because they are hearers of the Word and not
doers of It.

BRI BRAT TR & T AATIE )N
But guess what? This is not new.
PRATENS ? 3K I AEAT A Hr S

Six hundred years before Christ, the Prophet,
Ezekiel, was preaching to the children of Israel.

FEEHIS AERIAs, SEEnLATE &5 ikiE 25 DL
(EXTIPNUTS

They were coming and sitting and listening and
soaking up the words;

fATISR, ARLETS BT IE, ALl -PAR P,
but God saw what was happening.

{EAhENE BT 5

He saw their hearts;

PG BT A O

and He did not like what He saw.
AT E WL .

Listen to what God said in Ezekiel 33:31.

TE T A TE DTG 25 15 33 5 31 17 BT A
AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.

GEiRE4) LAvaSE+ 33 %= 3115,
How does obedience to the Word of God
manifest itself?

BATHRHE, RERE AN

What is the fruit of not only reading and
hearing the Word of God, but also doing it?

Wrid, HATIEMER BN ?
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Verses 26 and 27 give us the answer.
26 A 27 T T IRAIE R

When James talks about religion here, the word
has nothing to do with ceremonies and rituals.

MESAEIX T BIERIL, IEARITIBIRR
ACAIALTT

Pure religion means the practice of God’s Word
and sharing It with others.

AERE A2, SCEME, JES5MmAL
FEAPHE .

How do you do that?

PRERESRATIE ?

When you hear God’s Word, as we speak It to
you right now, what do you do with It?

IEAARIRAE T WP UFHIE, IR B RESE
HH R e ?

Do you keep them to yourself,
e T H?

or do you share them with others?

2 SN I e ?

God blesses us in order that we may be a
blessing to others.

PR 2 FAT], AR FRATTBE B9 N B LA o
This is a biblical principle.

X LA R .

The first manifestation of a practicing Christian
is that you have your tongue under control.

—MTIERIEEGE, M EZARIL, HERE
BEE SRk

Why is the tongue, or speech, or what we say,
S0 important?

N AE S FIEAMEATIr RS, £XA4
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Because the tongue reveals what is in the heart.
PR A Sk REAT RSB O B R R R oK

The Bible teaches that what comes out of your
mouth reveals what’s really in your heart.

XLBTEATU, N TR, 1 EER
k.

If your lips are not moving in praising God, it is
because your heart is not thankful to God.
IRARE AR BERE S, w0 B R0 A
SR

If your lips are always criticizing, it is because
there is in your heart a critical spirit.

INRARHIWE S o PP i, S i B R
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If your mouth is cursing, it is because your
heart has not come completely under the
control of God.

SRR E R EH, ISR AR LR 5
G BE AR

May | ask you a personal question?

LEFR A R — ] JE

Do you criticize, or do you encourage?

PR SRV, A SWe ?

Do you bless, or do you curse?
PRI XA, 382 FLiENE ?
Do you build up, or tear down?
PR SR, AR ?

In Matthew 12:34, Jesus said, “...out of the
flow of the heart, the mouth speaks.”

EE KM E 12 2 34 1R EL, HR&R 1
Cooenn BT FRWEA, T EEIE K. 7
The second characteristic of a practicing
Christian is that he is compassionate.

BERSATE IR B HE I S8 —NMRHIE R . X A
FEI A Oy o

Compassion is love in action.

FEE 2 PASEBRIIAT IR Z N

It is love with hearts and hands and feet and
resources and talents.

e HEATH G JATHF FATHIRIAT—1)
B A TRERN.

It means doing something for others.

AT, FEHMNIRSS .

It means you don’t get wrapped up in yourself
and your plans;

wERu, RAZRBEC, BREAM.

then, there is a third characteristic that separates
Christians from the rest of the world.

TN, B AEEAT 5 AR RS =
fiE.

The third characteristic is separation from the
world.

X =ANRHE RS R FE T DO, ANk
Jetthin

Now, the word "world" here, means "a society
without God."

R, “HFR” ZIPDFHETE DA
Bt g, 7
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It is the same word here as we were told in the
Scripture, that Satan is the prince of this world.

XA, S5 H AT P 2 R — 5
X W R E FEA S

How do we get separated from the world?
PAVEREA B SLFA 7370 We ?

Do we run into the mountains?

TN T EE I BRI E R L ?

Do we hide from people?

Fe AR A WA WE ?

No.

AR

James is saying that, by your very

righteousness and holy living, you are standing
out.

MES U A A SCHAT NAMERE AR, IR
SRS AR B Y o
People may ridicule you for it.

[CAZAN DN Al B

You may suffer rejection and mockery from the
world;

WYF, AR AZ 2T AR AT R .

but, nonetheless, you stand tall for God and for
God’s principles and values.

SRTT,  ARE S AT 0 LB 5 SR T S

The temptation always is that we so subtly get
maneuvered into compromising.

FATER AR, HRAFIA D Z ) T .
You compromise on one issue; then, those who
saw you compromising on one issue, they

would say, “Well, you did it before. You can
do it again...”

WRAR G 2 FHE B RE, B
Yo Npt Xt R« BESRVR LART BB ML, 4%
] LR o eeeee 7

and, then, the next area,

SRIEWE, Bttt R,

and the next area,

AR,

and, before you know it, you are conforming to
the world’s standards.

MAEZRLER T, ROes SRR AP
IE

Lot is the best example of this.
B3 U T

First, he pitched his tent toward Sodom,

B, MhERAE B 22 BT R SCHE RN,



99. near Sodom,
R IESUNTESZ R

SECTION C
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1. close to Sodom,
R BRI i 2 3,

2. overlooking Sodom.
P E LD

3. The next step was that he moved into Sodom;
K, FMEHRGE i 2 B

4.  Dbut, then, the third step was, before long,
Sodom moved into him.
AR, ARG, AT 2 TR ARG
H,

5. Lot lost his testimony, even with his own
family;
P EAHCHERE, KK T IIE;

6. and, when judgment fell upon Sodom, Lot lost
everything.
P 2 T EBCR R, PHRRE T V).

7. Jesus, on the other hand, was unspotted,
FHXT R, HRER 53 o3,

8. undefiled by the world;
A5 R FER A5

9. yet, it was said of Him that He was a friend of
publicans and sinners.
SR, A N0 At A s AR N A

10. The Word of God, and obedience to It, can help
you to develop and grow into a full stature of
Christ;
AT P TE AT LT AR AT B R B

11. and this is the third step in the twelve steps for
growing up;
XA R A A K AN RE RS =
IR

12. and I pray that God will use it to bless your life.
PR A S AR 1 2 i SE A

13. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest

blessing.
FATF =T H B, AR KGR
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