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Hello, listening friends. We are delighted you
have joined us again;
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and it is time for review.
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The first step

B

Is when you are able to count it all joy, even in
the midst of trying times.
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The second step
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is when you consistently can say “no” to
temptation;
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and the third step
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is when you are not only to read the Word of
God, but also to obey the Word of God.
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The fourth step
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is learning to love the unlovable.
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The fifth step
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is letting your actions match your claims.
PREIAT J9ERR B B B A5 O AR I

The sixth step
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is learning to tame and control your tongue.
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The seventh step
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IS getting rid of bitterness and selfish ambitions
from your life.
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The eighth step
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is to overcome the critical spirit, which will
give you victory over the big three.
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Remember the big three - the world, the flesh,
and the devil?
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The ninth step
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is overcoming the controlling spirit and
submitting all to God,;
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and today’s message is the tenth step:
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overcoming greed because God is watching
you.
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James, in his usual fashion, pulls no punches
when he comes to the act of generosity.
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If you thought that, in the past, James was
tough, you haven’t seen anything until you hear
him talk about money.
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James was not trying to endear himself to his
readers when he proclaimed God’s Word to
them in this area of money.
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In fact, just the subject of money by itself,
without James’ strong words, is enough to
provoke another world war.
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Most people are sensitive about the subject of
money.
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The main reason for that is because they have
made a god out of it and do not want to hear
anyone attack their beloved god.
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There are two ways of responding to James’
attack on money ownership:
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either to surrender to the money-god, or,
surrender money to God.
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If you are about to tune out of this broadcast,

thinking that James is talking to the rich and
this is not relevant to you, please wait,
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because, first of all, James deals with the

attitude toward money, as much as the use of
the money itself.
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Listen to what he said.
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James is writing to those who are using their
money for selfish purposes.
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James is not saying that it is a sin to be rich.
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Abraham was a wealthy man, and, yet, the
Scripture said he walked with God,
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and Abraham was greatly used of God to bless
the whole world;
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but what God’s Word condemns is selfish
greed,
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the worship of money,
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being devoted to nothing else except acquiring
money and more money.
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Why is James saying to the selfish, greedy rich
to weep?
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It is because, if the making of the money and
the hoarding of the money is your only
consuming passion, you will wake up on the
other side of life one day, and you will have
nothing;
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and that is why James is saying to wail and
weep.
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You will do it, then, so you might as well start
the process now;
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and that is why Paul urges his colleague in the
ministry, Timothy, in 1 Timothy 6:17, to
instruct those who are rich in this present world
not to be conceited or to fix their hope in the
uncertainty of riches.
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In the last message, James told us that life is

uncertain and we must submit to the will of
God;
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and, today, he is saying money is also uncertain
and it, too, has to be surrendered to God.
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I have seen men of great wealth lose
everything.
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It is amazing how a small amount of money can
give us a false sense of self-sufficiency.
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I read about a man, who became very wealthy,
and said, “When I came to the United States, I
had a loaf of bread in one hand and sixteen
cents in the other.
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Look at what | have been able to do without
God...”
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and, within a short period of time, he died.
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Like him, our possessions can lull us into
thinking that we can be good enough for God
and that God is lucky that we’re interested in
Him.
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Oh, how easy it is for us to let the money

occupy the place that really belongs to God
alone.
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I have seen families divided and never speak to
each other because of money.

LN IR LB EE, 2 B v i SRl 7
2, BCASRAE

If your money provides you comfort, creates
diversions, makes you feel adequate and in

control, and fills you with the pride of success,
then, you are out of the will of God,
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because, in God’s divine will and plan, He
should be that comfort.
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God’s work should be that diversion.
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God should be in control.
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God should receive your awe-filled gratitude as
the Author of your success.

TRAZARE T, DR Dt A R e AR
U

So, why the amassing of wealth for selfish use

is futile?
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In verse 2, James is most likely thinking of the

words of Jesus in Matthew 6:19 and 20.
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What will happen to the money when the Lord

takes you home?
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Your heir will probably squander it.
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Solomon said, in Ecclesiastes 2:18,
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The ancient Egyptians thought that, in their
afterlife, they could use the riches, so they
buried their treasures with them to ensure the
deceased’s comfort and security in the
hereafter;
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yet, all they did is they made some grave
robbers very rich.
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Notice, the language of James 5:3 is very strong
and descriptive.
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The money markets and the stock exchange
will fluctuate,
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and the price of oil always changes.
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While gold doesn’t rust the way iron does, but
the idea here is that gold can lose its value very
quickly;

BRET MR AE GG, B, TS
HIE Y ST RUHMERH IR I E
IE

so, is James saying, "Don’t have any
investments and don’t expand your business?"
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Absolutely not.
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Listening friend, this is very important.
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I don’t find anywhere in the Scripture a
condemnation of money or making of money.
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When God established Israel in the Promised

Land, He laid down specific rules for getting
and securing wealth.
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In several of His parables, the Lord Jesus
indicates that He has respect for personal
property and private gain.
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There is nothing in the Epistles that contradicts
the right of private ownership and profit.

A B R TEAS SRS N SRAN AN A W 7
IR

What James is condemning is what the whole
Bible condemns, namely, the acquiring of
wealth by illegal means or for illegal purposes.
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James’ message speaks against those rich
people who acquire their wealth by robbing the

poor and using their stolen wealth for selfish
purposes.
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The believers who abuse their blessings are in
danger of suffering for that abuse.
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Paul tells us, in 2 Corinthians 5:10, that the
Christian’s deeds are going to be evaluated.
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Let’s read this to you.
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This is not the judgment of Hell and
condemnation. This is the judgment of whether
you will receive an award or you barely escape
with the skin of your teeth.
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What you have done with your money, as a
believer, will be tested by fire.
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Listen again to what Paul said, in 1 Corinthians
3:12to 15:
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If we mishandle our blessings and prove to be
selfish stewards, our work will be incinerated at
the judgment seat.
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This issue of using our possessions and our
material blessings is so important, that Jesus
devoted sixteen out of the thirty-eight parables
on how to handle them.
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In the Gospels, amazingly, one out of ten verses
deals directly with the subject of money.
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The entire Bible gives us 500 verses on prayer,
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500 verses on faith,
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but more than 2,000 verses on money and
possessions.
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95. James is warning us, in verse 4, that God sees
everything and He knows everything.
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96. We, Christians, sometimes convince ourselves

with the erroneous idea that we can conceal our
actions from the eyes of God.
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97. Hebrews 4:13 says, “All things are naked and
open to the eyes of him with whom we have to
do.”
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98. James describes the wealthy individual who
had acquired his riches at the expense of not

paying his workers their fair wages, that their
cries reach out to God in Heaven.
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99. You must never forget that nothing escapes
God.
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1. Nothing slips by Him.
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2. God knew that Adam and Eve ate the fruit.
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3. God knew that Cain slew Abel

4. God knew that David sinned with Bathsheba.
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5. God knew that Achan kept back the spoils from
Joshua.
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6. God knew that Gehazi took the gifts from
Namaan.
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7. God knew that Jezebel had Naboth murdered,
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God knew that Ananias and Sapphira lied about
the price of the field.
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Don’t kid yourself when you think that you can
get away with robbing God or treating people
unjustly.
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In verses 5 and 6 of James 5, he gives us four
perils of selfish prosperity.
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Let me give them to you, as | conclude this
program.
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Four reasons as to why some Christians never
make it to maturity in their walk with God.
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Peril number one:

leading a life of selfish indulgence.
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There is nothing wrong with enjoying God’s
blessings in life;
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but there is something wrong when you begin
to look at your blessings as something only for
your personal comfort and not as an instrument
to do what God would have you do with it.
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Peril number two:
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living luxuriously.
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What does that mean?
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Luxurious living is filled with non-essentials.
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The lifestyle of the rich and famous does not do
much to honor God.

BRA N B 5B EE T OF A RE SR A
You are only managing God’s money,
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and, as the Owner, one day, He is going to ask
you how you managed His money.
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Peril number three:

BRI G RA

a fattened heart in the day of slaughter.
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What does that mean?
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James is saying that a healthy appreciation for
our future accountability is essential for
handling our money correctly and for growing
up in Christ.
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What you sow is what you reap.
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If you sow sparingly, you will reap sparingly.
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Peril number four:
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condemnation and murder.
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He does not mean literal killing.
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It means that, when the love of money makes
us step over others to acquire it by smearing
their reputation and destroying their career, that
is wrong.
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The idea of "as long as we are making it up the
ladder, it’s okay no matter who gets hurt," is
wrong.
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Let me close with a quote from a famous
teacher.
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“When the Possessor of Heaven and earth
brought you into being and placed you in this
world,
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He placed you here, not as an owner, but as a
steward.

AREARAE DTN, TIREIRIEDNE A .

As such, He entrusted you, for a season, with
goods of various kinds;
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but the sole property of these still rests in Him,
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nor can ever be alienated from Him.
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As you are not your own, but His, such is,
likewise, all you enjoy.”
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It is my prayer that you will change your
attitude about money,
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and that the Lord will bless you so that you will
be a blessing to others.
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Until we meet again, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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