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STANDING FIRM IN A WORLD OF SHIFTING SANDS - 3

Hello, listening friends.
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We are so glad you joined us again for this

series of messages called, “Standing Firm in a
World of Shifting Sands.”
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In this series, we are looking at portions of the

Book of Daniel which are particularly relevant
to us today.
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One of the lessons that we all seem to forget is
this one:
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we often stumble on the very blessings that we
want.
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Why do we do that?
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Because we repeatedly forget that the times of
blessings in our lives can be dangerous times.
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Some of you may say, “Wait a minute. I
thought blessings were good things.
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How can blessings be dangerous?”
FAREARRESERRIYE? 7

Well, I want to tell you why.
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With every blessing comes a test.
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What we often ignore is that, with blessings,
comes clear choice.
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Do | use this blessing as a stepping stone to go
upward and onward, or, do | stub my toe on my
blessings and fall flat on my face?

IR SEE A, (88 SA Bk
We, b2, RIGHEMLERk, 33U ER RN
Mg ?

If you ask yourself that question every time you
receive a blessing,

INARVRBERSAERE— IRAF B4R 70 (e, #S )
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you will save yourself a lot of trouble.
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We all know what school tests are supposed to
accomplish.
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Those students who are diligent and are
prepared will succeed and move on to the next
level.
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Those who are derelict and negligent will fail.
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It works the same way in spiritual tests.
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If you are on your guard and always prepared,
then you will progress to the next level of
blessing with flying colors;
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but, if you ignore the fact that a test comes with
every blessing,
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and delve into the blessing without thought for
the test,
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sooner or later, you’ll find yourself lying on the
ground, crying, “Why didn’t [ remember that
with every blessing comes a test?”

IBRRS BRI E CEIFEH EORE:  “ vt
AWEAA M, F— DRI R
Bk A ? 7
In Daniel, Chapter 3,
FEEVIFE 452 3 5,

we find Nebuchadnezzar stumbling all over his
blessings.

FAVE B Je An H Uk 7 H ORI
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We find him failing to recognize that, with the
blessings from Jehovah God, came a testing
time;
FATRBAB B A RS, FEHR AT A 1
FEHR 2 KB I

and, here, in Daniel, Chapter 3, we find him
failing miserably.
EAVEE 35, WATERMRSAIRES.
By contrast, Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach,

Meshach and Abednego, will pass their tests
with flags waving.
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Why?

A We?

Because they were always prepared for testing
time.

DRI ATT IS R 25 B T 4

In fact, the most important thing about this
incident of the fiery furnace was not only the
miracle of deliverance,
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the most important part of Daniel, Chapter 3, is
not the fact that these three young believers
walked through the fire without burning a
single hair,
ELARET52E 3 B A7y, A=A
FRIEE, ZRIHHMN KA E T HK,
but the most important part of this incident is
this:
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these young believers did not compromise their
convictions, even at the thought of death.
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These young believers were tempted to go with
the flow, but they refused.

R=MFERERE, BHSIAEREBEER,
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These young believers had an opportunity to
please man and fail God, but they chose to
please God instead of man.
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These young believers did not tolerate sin.
REANFERIERE, A EIRE.

These young believers did not stumble over
their blessing,

REAMERPERE, BA R H PR RS
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but they used their blessing as a stepping-stone
to greater glory;

T ARG A A E B A, e QN
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so, look with me at three things in Daniel,
Chapter 3.

VIR —, MW=ATTHREEUE S 3
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First, stumbling on God’s blessings in verses 1
to 15.
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Secondly, standing on God’s promises, verses
16 to 27;

W, MN16 B 27715, WAFHHE N VF

and, thirdly, sentimentality of cheap repentance
in verses 28 to 30.

W=, 28 F 3071, BROMESUITH R
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Let us look at the first, stumbling on God’s
blessings.

PAVI KRBT — o, BB FHA A8

In Daniel, Chapter 2, the King of Babylon had
witnessed one of the great manifestations of
God’s supernatural powers.
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He saw with his own eyes and heard with his
own ears the power of Jehovah God.
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He even said, “There is no God like Jehovah...”
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but, instead of letting this blessing be a stepping
stone into greater blessing, he allowed his pride
to interfere.

SR, ABAMEIR AT FEIX MG A E A
ibE OB D R, )TEVFIEE 1
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He makes a grotesque statue of himself that
was about 90 feet tall and 9 feet wide.

fheh 5 i T —A 90 JE R A, 9 TE R T 1y
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Nebuchadnezzar looked at that statue and said,
“I am the greatest.”

JeAT B & XA BER U -
E(] . 2

Most of us, when we experience success, when
we receive a great blessing from the hand of

God, our natural inner thinking is, “I am God’s
gift to humanity.”

REHN, HEAVBRIF R, 132048 )
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We swell up with pride in ourselves.

B E I FHEOT IR .

In reality, what we are doing is stumbling over
our blessing.

SERR_E, FRATTFT I 7 B B 2 TS 115
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Like Nebuchadnezzar of old, we can see the

hand of God, but we want to forget it and
replace it with the hand of man;
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so, the Babylonian despot said that everyone
must bow to the image.

Bk, A BRI RE, a2 N2
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Many faithful Christians today face their own
fiery furnace.
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It is the furnace of being scorned.
IR KA

It is the furnace of being ridiculed.
eI S A K 2

It is the furnace of being ostracized and
ignored;

S A HE 7 AN S K 5 5

“HAmAR

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

and so, first, we see the stumbling on God’s
blessings.

B, FATYE T B B A
Secondly, standing on God’s promises.
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If you have your Bible, look at verses 16 to 27
of Daniel 3.

R X%, EREHUBEHS 35 16
3| 27 Fi .

When the King said, “You bow down,” the
three friends said, “We will not bow down.”

MEUL: RN, =S IAHD
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When the King said, “The whole empire bows
down,” the three friends said, “We stand up.”

AEY:  CEFEAEIREOE” , B=A4
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In many ways, our world is like that of
Nebuchadnezzar.

TATH AR, MEFZ IS et e
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The world is perplexed and troubled by those

who would walk out on a lucrative business
deal for moral reasons.
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The world is perplexed and troubled by those

who would rather stand up when everybody
else is bowing down;

XF T ARLEAE AR NAFARBEFE Z I ATS 2R B SR 3k 57
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and, by doing this, they are hoping to persuade
the faithful believers into bowing their knees to
their idols;

AATIAS R R U U AR L O RS GE R v £
B IR RHOF;

but, when their persuasion does not work, they
resort to greater punishment.

— B ARBEZE R, A ATk R ™ [ B 7
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Listen to what the three friends said in verses
16 and 17.
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Here is the problem with some modern day
believers.
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We sing, “God is able,” but, then, we live as if
He’s not able at all.

AT LA “Hut e aen” , EAERITH
s, AL A EANEE
We pay assent to the fact that He is able, but we

never do anything to prove that we really
believe that He is able.

FATF A R RE A IX AN RS, HIRATA A
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These three friends stood on God’s promises.
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My listening friend, what | am going to tell you
is very important.

SREMINAR, BTG PRIRIEH N —

As long as the devil knows that we are not
willing to sacrifice anything for God,

B JBE R ANTE FRATTAS O ST AR B 054
then he knows that we do not really believe that
God is able.

eRHNE, RITUFARIEMEM R4
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As long as the devil knows that we are afraid to

part with our comfort and our possessions and
our reputations,
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then the devil knows that we are only saying

the words, “Our God is able,” but we do not
really believe those words.

ERHAE, AT OB R 4ahE
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As long as the devil knows that we are afraid of

physical death, he knows that we are not sure
about the words, “Our God is able.”

REBERRE, FATEMRNS T, B
S BRATEATE,  “MREREN .
Listen to verse 18.

THITER 18 717,

“But even if He does not, we want you to

know, O king, that we will not serve your gods
or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

“RIBAGE, FEW, IRZ|RTERATRA G ZE
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We have confidence because we are standing
on the promises of God.
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Standing on the promises of God is not just
positive affirmation, but an unconditional
surrender to the will of God.

WEAFARAO N VR, AR PRIEE A EE, T2
Tk AT ISR T4 1 5

Standing on the promises of God means
standing firm and saying to the world, the flesh,
and the devil, “We cannot be frightened.

WRASHREIRLVE, SR A 1B A5 R,
HH XA AR R E A “ R4
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We will not be anxious.

AR,

Our life is in God’s hands.”
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My listening friends, let me tell you something
very important.
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When you take a stand like this, the devil will
not only flee,

BURBEAR AL B, AN BE R 2
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but you will have the most victorious and

effective Christian life that you could ever
have.

M BARIENRG RGBT AL AR 2R
AT, KRR IE LR .
If and when you choose to truly believe the

words of Jesus, you will be liberated like never
before.
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You will soar like an eagle, and you will run
and not be weary.
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The three friends said, “Our God is able.”
=AW “FATIMZE 2B, 7
We must trust in His promises that He will
never leave us nor forsake us.

BAT LA PRI RV, A2 B HIRAT,
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We are anchored on the Rock of ages.

FAT A A A S A b

We are unshakable and immovable.
TATRAT I, REAEH.
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Even if we die, we will rule and reign over the
universe with Christ in Heaven;

HMERATISES, AR SR BEREE

E T H;

so we saw the stumbling on God’s blessing.
Frbh, AT 7, BB AR R
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We saw the standing on God’s promises.
FATWE A 1, RS R RV 22 T B0
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Thirdly, let us see the sentimentality of cheap
repentance.
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When the three friends were thrown into the

fiery furnace, everybody was anticipating the
odor of the burning flesh;
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but, instead, the only ones who got burnt were
the ones who threw them in;

(B RH LR, STAATIIRE K 7 A4
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but, as for Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
they were fine.
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The place of pain became the place of joy.
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The place of suffering became the point of
glory.
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The place of death became the garden of life;
BET-Z AR R, T A 2 el s

but the King said,

/TE/T%’ Eij\é:

“But I heated the furnace seven times. Why are
they not burning?

“CRACEBEIN T B, AT ke E
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And, also, I made sure only three were thrown
in. Where did the fourth person come from?
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And the fourth one does not look like anyone
I’ve ever seen before.”
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Oh, yes. Because He is the pre-incarnate Christ.
WL, 2, BRIt BRETE Rl ) B (R 5B

Because He is the Stone that is not cut with
hands.
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Because He has the Power to turn the fiery
furnace in life into beautiful gardens.

DN AHIAT BE A5 A3 A (10 K AL ISR T R A E
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The King said, “But I made sure that their
hands and their feet were bound.”

Ft: “IREVEMATH T RS . 7
Oh, but the ropes got burnt in the fire;
(EEERRI PS5

and, once again, Nebuchadnezzar concludes
that Jehovah is the true God,

WEJa, Jefn e EH sl ghie, R
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and, yet, his belief is mere sentimentality and
not true conversion.
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In verse 28, he said, “Praise be to the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.”

182877, Myl “VER. KA. B
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Ah, but you notice he did not say, “my Lord,”
TR, A u: “d3E, 7

because this was a cheap, temporary repentance
without a change of heart.

AKX & — BRI e, AN
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What is happening here?

XA R ?

Nebuchadnezzar was merely licking his
wounds, which his pride had inflicted on him.

JeAT HERUA 2 AERR H SR HBUTIE B €1
e
You know, my listening friends, there are so

many people who acknowledge God when they
feel broken;

REMMA, IREMIE, A2 ANELKE
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but they never truly surrender to God.
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There are so many people who pray to Jesus
when they need healing;

A Z NAETZEIG R, AT HR R4
Y=g
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but they never receive Him as the Savior and
Lord;

ELAAT T AN A 42 52 At Dy B 32 A AR i ) 2
and the question to you is this:

MRS, A

do you truly trust in God?

PRECIEE S 2

Can you say, “I truly trust God?”

ReEefg . “RE (ST ?

Okay, are you willing to use His blessings, not
as stumbling blocks, but as stepping-stones?

W, REREETHIRGE, A& aret
A, T AR A e ?

Only you can answer that.
HARE CA RelE 2 XA )

I will leave you with that question until next
time, when | hope you will join us once again.

PATRZA A B 45K, Ay B W H I TA],
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
JEA RG2S 1, NIXT H .



