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STANDING FIRM IN A WORLD OF SHIFTING SANDS - 4

Hello, listening friends.

SREMINR, -G

Thank you very much for tuning in to this
broadcast.

W RIS S R H

We are in the middle of a series of messages we

are calling “Standing Firm in a World of
Shifting Sands,”

“HEVYD I LB S ARAR T, RATILAE
IEFERXA RAE BB a5 )

and | want to begin this message by making a
personal confession.

B5E, EM AP AREH,

| find that there is no more discouraging and
frustrating thing for me than unfinished tasks.

LRI, BAHAHRTEHR T, ik
THAZ A T
I can’t stand an unfinished anything.

FABE B SAEATBAT 5E LK AR P4

| will do whatever it takes to finish whatever |
started.

TR —VIThE, LML CLITIaH
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For me, there is nothing more tragic than the
unfinished painting or unfinished symphony,
XRME, ER B RS T AR 58 B 22 E
AEWEAR T

or half-built house,

BEE TR T

or incomplete manuscript.

BOE S e 5 .

These are all reminders to me that we all have

the inclination to stop working on projects
before we have completed them;

XL PRI, FATITA AHAH — M
A, SR FE B SR AT AT TR
and that is why finishing well is one of my top
priorities in life.

PRI, ffe] A6 2 5 1 BN T i R E Y
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I have seen people start a venture with a great
deal of enthusiasm, but, soon, they lose interest.

WHEEER, ANIFEHRE>ITE T —BA
A OERRSE, ABARERAATAE R 25 1 %R
I have seen new Christians begin their Christian

life with zeal and passion, then soon, they lose
heart.

WHHEFRD], HriB B S 1Y
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I have seen members join a church with
excitement and commitment, then soon, their
commitment gives way to apathy.

HHFE R, NI =R BIE TS
TMB AP, EARERAATII 2 Bk T
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I have seen people make all sorts of promises,
but soon, they forget them;

WHHED, MIFENSEERRE, IR
AT ST — 5 4%
and we saw together that Daniel and his friends

began their testimony and their stand for God
as teenagers.

TATVE R, H LB I ARATIE 2 4
IS fige, IR AE A AR, RSy
jET o

Daniel and his three friends took their stand
when they were young boys;

{H DAER AR ) = AN K AE T DR, B
SFHCHIRNL T

and we all stand in awe of their commitment
and faithful devotion to God;
MERATIE NEB+ 3B, AdATT ) ) A
A2z 5

but it is one thing to be enthusiastic and fearless
when you are a young Christian,

B2, YRIE R —/MERIEBSERRAE, 7T
WSS IR C T H & —[H =,

and i1t’s another matter altogether to be
enthusiastic and fearless as an older Christian.

1M RFEE B i, IEBENS 78Tl I I TC B
A, S —EEHE T,
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It is one thing to be committed to Christ when
you are struggling in life,

APRAE T A A F LI I, BB R —
G

and it is another thing altogether for Jesus to be
your All-in-All when you are not in need of
anything.

T A VR A AEAT 7 SR fige, 3 B % ST HR B
IEIRE) A8, XS —HFE T .

Daniel, Chapter 6, is, without a doubt, the most
well-known Chapter in the whole Bible.

5N, (HUIFAEE 6 &, REBEARELT
WA — BEE

Daniel in the den of lions has been the subject

of books and paintings and inspirational stories;

(B ABR A 500150 B 15 5t C OS2 1548
&z ) RO B B N0 AR 1) 3 A

but what most people miss out on this Chapter
is the fact that Daniel finished well.

ERZ NAERX—FE PR 7 —DFL, Bl
FEH DL R 7 IR 4 .
At the age of 14, he told the King of Babylon

that he would not eat the food that he had been
offered to idols;

1514 5 e, iR £, mgA
S ENCHRGE AR B
and 65 years later, at the age of 79, he tells the

King of Persia that he will not worship any
other God but the true God.

£ 65 F ), Ath 79 ZRYIHE, HURETE,
Br 7 EAPLLSL, thAE A S RHOF R .

If you look at Daniel, Chapter 6, you will find
three things that are required to finish well.

AEMEDIPEE 6 &, Rk, LA
AR =R A BETTAR 2%

The first is being alert to the persistent
temptation, and you find that in verses 1 to 9.

B, ERART SRR RS, ARAT LR
18] 9 WrihE K —

The second is being anchored to the past
testimony, and we find that in verses 10 to 17,

S, ERRSTDMERAE, AT LALE 10
B 17 WA R R
and the third is being assured of the promised
triumph, verses 18 to 28.

H=, BWRAEMATN YRR, £E 18 1 28
TR BIX
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To finish well, you must always be on your
guard against temptation.

TIIGZE, AR AR F R R ORFF B

In Daniel’s case, he could have said, “I have
survived King Nebuchadnezzar.

XMEVLIBM S, AbrT AU  “FaEd 7 e
H i Eax — 2K,

I have survived King Belshazzar,
I T ERX K,

I have survived more than 60 years of pressure
and temptation.

P 1N+ ZHE BRI SR,

I can surely now survive King Darius.”
i E WREEE A S X —K. 7

Daniel rightfully and naturally could have said
to himself, “I have withstood temptation since
the age of fourteen...”

(ERYS LTSN A3 NIV REFZS: PO N & ik
e IR 14 BIFIR, BT .- i
but Daniel knew that the tempter is always
working at any age;

SR, H AR RIIEAE R SR B BOA A 15
=5
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so, at this point in time, Daniel’s colleagues and
staff became an instrument of Satan’s scheme.

FESEI, H LB R AN T 8 R 1 AT HRUE
PR T E .

They came to the King with words of flattery,
and the King fell for it, and the trap was set.

AR BT AT, it 7, BEBRE
I

Had the King been wise, he would have
discerned this plot immediately;

IMREFEE, M2 2RI A BT
but flattery has a marvelous effect on people.
AFL R R R 22 2 R A B AT 6 RO () 5 i)
7

Flattery boosts a person’s pride.

ZE AR ] PLE— S NIRHBUIZAK -

These plotting politicians said, “King, make a
law that can never be broken.”

IXUERA R B AT S« FW, WL — %A
AE S,

What was that new law that they wanted the
King to enact?

ABAT AL AT (AR AR R AT A e ?
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It was that, for thirty days, no one could
worship any other god except the King;

WA, 7230 RN, AR NEASRERRE B
F LAA AR A b 5

and, once that royal law was signed, it could
never be changed.

— HAE TR E AR, BT
C@

This temptation had placed Daniel in a
predicament.

XAMAGRHE DL E TN

Should he miss worship for thirty days?

b N2 12 WTRICRE = R 2

Should he miss his daily worship just for thirty
days?

fih 2 H iz b 5 O H TR ? AR
S NI

Should he stop being in fellowship with God
just for thirty days?

i RL iz il 2SR s 2 A R =
TRET

Oh, what a temptation!
IR PN E !

You see, the devil seldom tempts the faithful to
permanently cease to be faithful at once;

PREF NG 2 B SRR 51 5L O IERE, L)
AN TS UG L

but the devil will tempt us to be unfaithful just
for a few hours, or few days, or few weeks.

JE R G ERAT A R UM, JURE L
Y RS ) LS AN R o

Why?

A We ?

Because he knows that the first step toward
unfaithfulness to God is the easiest for us;

ROV ERE, WA S, RESHIEH
X FRAS B0 R 28— A2

but, to finish well, you need to be alert to the
persistent temptation, no matter how old you
are.
{HETIMIIRLE,  RA L AR AN W (1175 2 R RF
Y, ANMEESHZ K.

Secondly, to finish well, you need to be
anchored in the past testimony.
W, ETTIRZ, AR ZRR Sy DU W
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You’ll find that in verses 10 to 17 of Daniel,
Chapter 6.

PRA]AEE LR, 25 6% 10 8] 17 W E&E
X — A

Now, what do | mean by that?
R E B AmR?

If I were in Daniel’s place, most likely, I would
have panicked.

R EDEANE, IRAETRE,
TR T

I would have gone to the King and said, “These
guys tricked you in order to sabotage me.

WA O L0 Edl: XA IR,
% P o

Oh, King, you know how faithful I am!
FW, ARETERZ A B!

Oh, King, you know how | have stayed out of
trouble...”

T, VRIS 45 S BRAGeee

and [ think that’s what most of us would have
done;

AR ZE N2 X R
but not Daniel.
THPIHEE .

He went home and he continued his usual
schedule, as if nothing had happened.

el B EH OR B, kS i) B & 2 HE
UG A WEH KA.
He was unshakable.

fth e AN TSI REY -

Do you know why?

PRENE A2 052

Because he was anchored in his past testimony.
AR IR At < DA ) WALE -

He was affirmed by God’s past interventions in
his life.

AR ar e DIAERITE DY, 2 fhdfr k.

He was trusting in his past experience with
God.

bl B S 25 S5 AL R 28 7 T 45 SE A
My listening friend, do you know what the

problem with all of us is, especially when we
face a trial in life?

SRERINA, ARFAIE, AR i
IR, BRATT Y ) AT A 2
We forget God’s past interventions in our lives;
FATEL 7 BMEMAERRATAE a4y
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s0, instead of saying, “Back yonder, God did
this and did that, and He will do it again,”

PR, AT “RIELE, #if X
A CTRAS, b SiE s E L, 7

we panic and we say, “Oh, yes, He did it back
then, but I doubt that He will do it again.”

MR RIE YL =20, MPLFTfd,
ERMEEAIE 2 XA 7
Daniel’s strength was that he had learned to

trust in God’s past interventions as evidence
that God will do it again.

ELVE T ERIE T, e T AR LTE
o, e ARG & O T

Daniel’s strength was that he had developed
confidence in his God’s power;

E AR 1 ESRIE T, Ath E0 i K BE 72 i
T,

and nothing could shake his faith.
WA R ShREAR G

Daniel’s strength was that, for over 65 years, he
was able to say “No” to sin;

ELAE P ERIET, fhAEIS1E 65 F2 M
I [) LR £ 5 5

and every time he said “No” to sin, the power
of God grew deeper inside of him.

B IEZE SR RIR, PREIAE
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My listening friend, please listen carefully to
what I’'m going to tell you.

PREWI AL, 18 B O 3N T A o

The more faithful you are to God, the more of
God’s power you will receive;

PRISARSE s BE AR BLAS 21T K A g
Vak

but every time you give in to sin and
disobedience, you weaken your spiritual
resistance.

BEE— R SRR, AR, TR 2R
55 & R BHRHT T 6

My listening friend, | want to tell you
something of uttermost importance.

PREMIR, WELE VIRV EZR)— 5

The real den of lions was in Daniel’s prayer
closet,

HAERII55T, HSEEEDBEES A=
i,
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for it was in his prayer closet that Daniel had
learnt that he would rather lose his life than lose
his testimony;
BONMIERAEH S N =S, EUHEBET, it
TR E AR Ay AN R 22 ILAIE

and, if you had said to Daniel, “Daniel, it’s only
for thirty days.”

IR EEE B “HPH, A=+
Riffe. 7

He would have said to you, “Not even for thirty
seconds will I abandon my faith.”

fib xS IRIR: % 30 PRHA XA
ffEdm. 7

You may have said, “Daniel, now you are rich.

Now, you are at the height of your career. Why
risk everything just for thirty days of

compromise?”
PRt vFa it “ILAE, (RILEEH T, X

KetE S g, A Z o =+ Rim 2 E
fr sk B RTA E?

But not Daniel.

A RAH DA A Z )

Every faithful believer understands this fact:
B0 B REA I B XA

that your prayer closet is your war room.
PRI i Y Sl VR AR A 3

You win or lose in your war room before you
get into the battlefield,;

TRBENAR Z 1T, S I B 4 5E T
and, when Daniel prayed, he prayed toward
Jerusalem.

B AR R 5 (R, At e 25 M B RO 4 1
Why is that?

A B IR ?

That was the city of promise.

PRI DN IR 2 N VF 22 40 o

God told Jeremiah that His people will go into
exile for 70 years, then they will return;

MERIERDK, e gL, R
JEABATIEE [l R

and Daniel knew that the time for God’s
fulfillment of His promise was drawing near;

(ESEDSb R DS LIVAZE b N 1) 3 g

so, by facing Jerusalem, Daniel was kneeling
on the promises of God;

PRk, {E DAZR T A BRESH ,  A2 B e w1
ILVF_EAE
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and, so, finishing well means that you are, first,
alert to the temptation.

TR, SWE, BRREXNHRREE
%o

Secondly, anchored in your testimony.

B, RS DMERY ILIE.

Thirdly, assured of the triumphant promise.

Sipe ——

S, BRI
Let us look at verses 18 to 28 of Daniel,

Chapter 6.
EFRAT— AR B (A LI 556 6 3 18 £ 28
s

I don’t want you to miss verse 18, because it’s
really hilarious.

TR 187, RN A1
23,

Who is the one who spent a restless and
sleepless night?

WA 22, B RN ?
It was not Daniel.
ANR(EHDIH,

It was the King who was the sleepless one.
FA &I BEAZE I .

As soon as Daniel was lowered into the den of
lions, these lions went into special formation.

{5 DB BB WE -7 BT R iz, 31X e~ 2H ik
T MR BITEAR o

These lions made a beautiful, soft mattress for
Daniel to sleep on;

IXEWF- 2 7K SE N T R AR R, K
ft(H DL 22 i

and Daniel went to sleep like a baby on the
straw among the lions.

(B DAPE AR A S B2, A
Wiy Al

Meanwhile, the King in his fancy bed was
tossing and turning.

SR, FELEE AN AR PR A
i

God promised victory and triumph to His
faithful servants and God isn’t going to go back
on His promises;

M SO AN AR R, A =
AT ] L F 5

but notice I said, “...His faithful servants?”

HEEA A BRI ANAAT? 7
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Why?

A

Why didn’t He just promise victory to
everyone?

NAT AARASTERT Bl AT N AR V245 W 2

Oh, because, often, we want triumph and
victory without being faithful.

RUNTRATH AR, ASDxdiEacy, mtal#5
ko

We often want blessings without meeting the
conditions of the blessing;

TATH B A BA DI BRI %A, HUAT LA
EZER
and we see how, once again, God delivers His

faithful servant, not out of trouble, but in the
midst of trouble.

AT IRER], FIARR AL KA A
H PRI, TR T R B 2

Let me tell you this, my listening friend,

REIIR, FARTEJRIR:

I would rather be a child of faith in a den of
lions than a king in the grandest palace without
faith;
TTRENM T I BB EHEOREZ T, A
JEAE £ B AR RAS O E £

so the King could not wait till morning light to
run down the road to where the lion’s den was;

P, EEARIRSE, BTt
55
and, there, he broke the seal and opened the

door of the den, thinking that his friend, Daniel,
would be dead;

M #IrE %, TR0, O, bR
JAAAB LA, RZaZst T,

but he discovered that the den was not Daniel’s
tomb. It was Daniel’s tabernacle.

{EAR R I T-JA RAH AR B, B AA
b2 AH LR IR Z

The power of God that would later raise Jesus
Christ from the dead was that same power that

kept Daniel from being devoured by hungry
lions.

JERAEHRERIE B M AE LR i KK RE, )
FEALE(E DA G YU B 74512 o

The God who gave Jesus power over death
gave Daniel power over the angels of death;

AL BREREE I AE TS, BG4 H AP RE
TR AL
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and, so, | end where | began, my listening
friend.

SREWIK, RN, B BITE P
YA,

Finishing well,

RULGES

finishing with greater power,

SEA KBS ST B,

finishing with greater strength, requires only
one thing:

SEE MM R RR, RBME S w
=]

e

faithfulness.
FEA\ ‘[L\ o

It is my prayer that you would be a faithful
servant of the living God.

PR, ARAETS RO K AR EO RN

Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

AR KR Z IR, R HE2.



