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STANDING FIRM IN A WORLD OF SHIFTING SANDS - 6

Hello, listening friends.
BRI, REF

We are delighted that you are able to join us
today;

IR ARBEWS T FATTA R H
and, today, we are continuing our series of
messages from the Book of Daniel,

SR, BATRKSAH LK RFE R,
which we are calling, “Standing Firm in a
World of Shifting Sands;”

FATIRE N AERD BT TR s A3 E8
and we will be looking at Daniel, Chapter 10;
AT SHE LIS 10 &4

but, first, I want to share with you a story.
A, HY, AR E—ASE.
Back in 1995, one of my children gave me a
painting, which hangs in my office.

1995 M4, M — M TR —ImE,
FAERH I A=

It is a picture of a child in bed.

X BN NMZIRER L

The child’s father is kneeling beside the bed,
praying over the child;

P HISOREAEIRIL, AR

and, as the father prays, an angel of the Lord is
holding back a satanic attack.

FUE SR T IR RIS, — AN A I A FH L fi
EA)ZL

This poster illustrates something of what really
happens when the righteous pray.

XOEE R T, NS, e
FLHE DL

It illustrates the invisible war that takes place
behind the invisible spiritual curtain.

BN VAR AWK R R B R)E 0, TR
fl S IEAEREAT
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In the last message from Daniel, Chapter 9, we
saw Daniel on his face before God interceding
on behalf of His people,

£ E—#rE R, HUBEBMEILE, &
178 BIE DAFERAE A9 T T AR 00 0 B AR
R,

even though most of God’s people did not
know and did not care about their condition;

B 5 KB AN RE, AR A
CLIT AL R B 50 U] 5

and the reason they did not care was because
they were oblivious to their desperate spiritual
condition.

fATIAE R IR R, AT B SR A&

RIS TC R o

Let me remind you that Daniel, who stood firm
for God at the age of 14, is now an old man.

TREEFNIE, XAME+ DU S O RF 7 HE
FEDLE, mA5Egk— 1M ENT .

Daniel, who longed all of his life to go back
from exile in Babylon to Jerusalem, is now too
old for the journey.

ELE 3= 7HIEE, sMNE gt
5 L2 BT AR B A O H 1, ATEILAE, A
CLZHRABEIRT T .

Daniel now comes to realize that his personal
desire will not become a reality.

HERVE A ZIRE, MmN NEER AR
FORNIILSE T o

I wonder, if you were in Daniel’s place, if you
would have continued to pray.

TARAEFNE, R DA B, AR
RANURBERET .

Why pray when your personal desire is not
going to be granted?
WERARHIAN NI E AW 2, 4k
TG e ?

My listening friend, it is very important to
understand that, if all of our prayers are for our
own wants,

REMMA, X m AP EE, WRBEAIP
RS H2N T BATE S 2,
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if all our prayers are focused on our own
circumstances,

IMARBAA RS, UXHETRIMTA S
IRV »

then we have not yet learned to pray;

WA, AT P

but prayer that seeks the glory of God,

Hsz, #Eh 7T Re R,

prayer that is often on behalf of others,
W RN T AR B A

praé/er that is offered on behalf of the work of
God,

W IZRN T B HE LR,

prayer that is selfless prayer,

¥ R TCAL R

that is the prayer that honors God.

XA SRR B 1

That is why the Bible often speaks of prayer for
others.

Rk, E22HH B AR

Maybe some of you are saying, “Is it wrong,
then, to pray for ourselves?”

WVFORATHEAE ANud: <B4, REMED
e, e e 7

The answer is “no.” It is not wrong to pray for
our own needs;

B R THRATH O R R FE SR
A5

but, if your prayer is only for the fulfillment of
your own desires and nothing else,

B, WRIREHSE AL N T LIRE .
HREE, s mli B,

then there is something wrong with your prayer
life;

W2, RIS TG A 3k T

and that is why James said that this kind of
prayer will not be answered.

X2 A AHES T, RPN S
Ny,

James, Chapter 4, verse 3, says, “When you
ask, you do not receive, because you ask with

wrong motives, that you may spend what you
get on your pleasures...”

FEMES T 4 53 31U “IRMIRWBALE,
PR 25K, BER B AEARATTA 22 0K
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and, my listening friend, there is a biblical
principle, here, that runs throughout the whole
Bible.

PoRERMRK, F—DELMEN, 57T
EAREL,

It is in giving that we receive.
KRR, FEHE T h A4 2 HBGE.

It is in seeking first the Kingdom of God that
all of our needs are met;

B, JATSGRA A E AR S, IX IR
PHERE N 25 3AT T

and it works the same way in prayer.

FERG 5 b A2 R AR A P

Daniel’s prayer is a model prayer, because it is
selfless prayer;

ELLE RS e — e, Ol #s &
TR 5

and, because Daniel’s prayer was a selfless
prayer, God answered his prayer in abundance.

Wb R i B #E 5 2 AR, Mt
LA A R
In Daniel 10:1 and 2, it says that, in the third

year of Cyrus, King of Persia, Daniel was
praying and fasting for three weeks.

FEEDHEA 10 % 18] 2538, B £2E
BEH=F, HUMEGEIFER T =1t
EP

What was he praying for?
M A F i e ?

Was it for Cyrus to allow God’s people to
return to Jerusalem?

il ZEE L, VPR A IR [ HR B
ne 2

No.

AR,

In Ezra 1:1, it says that, in the first year of

Cyrus’ reign, the decree was issued for the Jews
to go back to Jerusalem, if they wanted to.

FELMThC 15 1ids, P EEE T
B, BN, VAR R R ER R A R DL
HINIR ]

Now, my listening friends, what I’'m going to
tell you is very important. Don’t miss it.
RERIA, RIVER SRR — DR EE
5 R, IHAER.
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Two years after the decree was issued, Daniel is
on his face before God praying and interceding.

WA TIRLLE W, (H LURRAR OR 72 44 Y T
HTARHEHT K
What in the world was he doing?

fib 4 I AE A2 W ?

Was he out of his mind?
X TE fih g 2L PR TG 2

He is praying for something two years after it
was answered?

VSN QN T T PR SR 1 ?

Ezra and Nehemiah have already gone back
with a contingent of God’s people;

AR A e A oK, 2ty S o 44 0 1y ek [e]
=T

and my natural reaction would be to say to
Daniel, “Daniel, you should be rejoicing, not
fasting.”

FRE %&f%ﬁﬁmuﬁ%
PRV Z B IR, TR

“{HLAHE,

Oh, but Daniel would have said to me, “You do
not understand.
SR, AHDAER 2[RI, “IRAE.

It is only a tiny minority of people who have
availed themselves to this God-given
opportunity.
REAEWADEPIE L, XM, M
SR

The vast majority of God’s people have no
desire to go back.

MR ZHAH TR, FFAEEIE,

For 70 years, | have longed for my people and
me to turn back to our spiritual heritage;

LAk, I i RE R 2 AT R
E R

and, now, that the opportunity is here, there are
very few takers...”

BUAE, Hlak T, MRGSHNERE

and Daniel knew that this window of
opportunity might not stay open forever.

A, EUBFER RIS @A
It

My listening friend, we are in a similar spiritual
danger today;

PREIIA, BATS RAAEFIRE )8 R G
B,

K AZE W
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and that is why we must pray for a Holy Spirit
revival;

Ik, AT R E RKE A

and to make things worse for Daniel, news
from Jerusalem came in and said that the
Temple walls were broken.

NHR 25 4 A% R S B 5
DL B XESZ

The workers are few and are discouraged, and
the opposition is fierce;

I TR, SO EHAE, SO 2
TIVR 58K

and the Samaritans are appealing to Cyrus to
reverse his decree;

[FIIS, SR EAE 1 R 28 & L F 4l
RS EE
and the people in Jerusalem are losing hope;

I H, HEHHR0 1 E eEEAE R LI

and that is why we see Daniel, as an old man,
on his face before God.

Bt Cadedes LR ELIEE, ZEM T Al
FE 7K

He was asking for the glory of God;

AR T SRAH ) SR

and God answered his prayer mightily.

i H., A R BE RIS 1 (H PAFE 45 15
He gave him a vision of all visions,

s 1l R R EER R R,

which we will see in the next two messages;
PATEAE T TP PF Ak BX A

but, today, | want to show you what can happen
when the righteous pray.

EAR, BAHLEART A SRR AT LR
H.,

Because of Daniel’s selfless prayer, the pre-
incarnate Christ appeared to him --

R H DA AL R o, BB IE
(EACIKIER TS

not in Jerusalem, the city of his praise,

AGELEAR A, A LS BT

RSN DS PR AR |

H R B 2

not in the Temple, the home of worship;
ANFEAE LR, AR L

but the pre-incarnate Christ showed up where
Daniel was by the river, Tigris.

BILREE A B AL, AR M BT )
(ERYSZRTSTN= R
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My listening friend, whenever you pray for the
glory of God, Jesus will show up.

FORBERI A, TCR AT AR TR A 2R
HR SR 100 AR SR T

How do | know that this was the pre-incarnate
Christ?
WELFNE, HB—E 2 BRI R 5 i) R
Mg ?

Daniel’s description of Him matches the
description of others.

H UL IR 5 HAh L SRRk — A&
1]
Whether it was Isaiah, or Ezekiel, or John the

Revelator, all of their descriptions are very
similar.

TR AR, R ANE,, BU&5E RaRs
M2y, AT BT R R AL R B AR L
He was wearing white linen—the clothes of the
high priests, not the clothes of an angel.

IR R 5 7 L EAHBRAS, AR R AT R AR
Wi, AR

His appearance filled Daniel with awe.
MR, AEE DL TR AR
His splendor threw Daniel off his feet.

MR, A DB AR TE ;.

His unveiled glory sucked the life out of
Daniel.

P SR, (EEAEE S K.

Satan tried to hinder Him, but he failed.
HUE S 22 A PH S R HR R, (H R HUBERM T

Above all, the victorious, pre-incarnate Christ
gave Daniel supernatural strength to be able to
speak to the King of Glory.

RIS, AR, BREE R 5 13
25 TAHUIEE B ARIBE T, (i fhRets 5500
HIEAZ R

My listening friend, there are two things that |

want you to never forget about the prayer of the
righteous;

SRERINA, KT NANIWHE, AFER
i BARARA AL

and these two things come out of Chapter 10 of
the Book of Daniel.

XS, S MECIEETEE 10 F 0 Ek
Ko

First, the power of prayer is in the persistence
of prayer.

F—, W MIRES IR B FFEEAT RS .
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Secondly, the power of prayer is dependent on
the righteousness of the one who’s praying.

I, R IRE VR TR A L.
The power of prayer is in the persistence in
prayer.

#5581 R B RS AT 5

How long did Daniel continuously pray and
fast?

{HAPRA & SR sl 7 2 AN ?
Three weeks.

=R

When did God hear Daniel’s prayer?
AT 2 IS fige B 21 (H DAFE 7 KA W 2

Verse 12 of Chapter 10 says, “Then He
continued, ‘Do not be afraid, Daniel.

HPAFEFS 10 & 12 Foiji: “fbmtind: HLAHE
M, ANZEAEA !
Since the first day that you set your mind to

gain understanding and to humble yourself
before your God, your words were heard.’”

PRI AR S — H ORI FRRER RO ZF, - UL
R 2 20, R FIECREMT.
Satan and his demons may be working behind

the veil to hinder answer to prayer, but they
ultimately fail.

B A B8 R P REAERE IS5 R, PHAESS
SEAENT, HJE 2R T RG] .

Satan and his demons may fiercely use people
to oppose the righteous, but they will be foiled.

B AR R, W] RE A AR 203
By LN, AH 2 s A AT 2 g e )

If Jesus is the Lord of your life, then you are in
a state of spiritual warfare.

RS SRR AR A A i 3, ARt AR AE s R
PR B

You are in a spiritual conflict with the evil one.
TRIEAE S R G B RS

The question is this: do you know how to fight
and win?
[ R - AR R 0] 4 il HLER ) 2
Daniel was praying for the Persian King to
come to the aid of God’s people and not side
with the Samaritan’s opposition.

(B DARRRG 5 7 T Refig R B ik, A
Fe S AEFO HRCS AT AR —32.

At that very same time, Satan was working
overtime to eliminate God’s people;

FEAR— 2, FUEIESS 77 ZESCRA  F k
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but, even though the Persian King was under
Satan’s control, the great God of Heaven, in
response to Daniel’s prayer, thwarted Satan;

AP B TRUERE R, HE, &
Rz ERarest, Nofe 7HUIERHES, H#
BT E

and the Persian King obeyed the living God.
AWM E W IR A BB .
Remember what the Apostle Paul said in 2
Corinthians 10:3 to 5?

WA ERERPAERIMZ )5+ 10 5 3 8 5715
P 1t fA i 2

Let’s read it to you.

1R LS IR

The power of Daniel’s prayer was in Daniel’s
persistence in prayer, and that is why his prayer
was answered.

HUAPRAG & HIRE ST, oK B T AR AW #5
T, Pl R 5 A S T

Secondly, the power of prayer is dependent on
the righteousness of the praying person.

Hk, #5ERIRES PR T #5514 3o

Daniel understood that the awesomeness of his
prayer was influencing the events of history.

(ELAERIIE, MRS N, ) A2
Piss

Just think of this, my listening friend.
REMMK, HiE—T,

An 87 year old man in a distant country
praying, and history is changed!
—PNTHELZHENEREM 2 #E, 1L
PRI T4 204 1!

That is because the power of prayer is beyond
human calculation.

TR R g 15 FR) E 2 R N S 1 28 51
Do you think the devil knows that?

PRI JBE T A AN S FHE e ?

Of course.

HIRRIE

That is why very few people go to prayer
meetings.

KR A RARDBNESIntE 2
Satan is not stupid.

T B
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He knows what God can do when God’s army
becomes united in prayer.

bl E, B ENEHRE TG —, K
BRI K

We are the ones who don’t understand and we
don’t get it;

AR E AT, AT A I 2

but there is something about the power of
prayer that you should not miss.

B2, RTHERS, HIR—EEEE.
Some people talk about the power of prayer.
AL NAERVEF5 T BE T IR,

That gives the impression that the power is in
the prayer itself,

2 NIRSE 2, IXANRETIRE TR S A S,
or, that there is power in the person that does
the praying.

B XA N RE

No, no, no, no.

By R, FRM.

That is a terrible mistake.

AR R AR B AT AR

The power is the power of God in response to a
whole-hearted dependence on Him in prayer.

XBESTRAFHIRE ST, [0 WL GO B A ) 4 75
Ho

Not only that, but not all prayers are effective
prayers.

BRI 85 55 #AH Th R

James 5:16 says, “The prayer of a righteous
man is powerful and effective.”

eSS 5 7 16 T i: XA )
B, RRAURE. 7

You say, “What does that mean?”

Rl “RAT 2 ZEWE?

It means that only those who have no
discontinuity between the way they pray and
the way they live will be effective in their
prayers.

EREWE, RA%E5EEHVERA, it
IR & 4 A DRI 15

Only those whose lives are pleasing to the Lord
will prevail in prayer.

RA BT BN MTE RN, 4 AEW
R

My listening friend, listen. Prayer is not magic.
PORERIIA, WIER, HEANLER.
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Prayer is not some secret trick that one can use

to manipulate God, regardless of how one lives.

i AT, TR L, EA
s HARK AR IR TR .

No.

AN

The only powerful prayer,

ME— RE TR

the only effective prayer,

KA DRI

Is the prayer that is the expression of the
righteous life.

TR IERIE T — M~ LA
The only effective prayer is the prayer of a
consistent life and a godly life.

KA WA E e, EXfESEEH
— B AR AR A

Certainly, Daniel did not expect Christ to show
up.

R, (HUAHR B AR 2 n) f I
Daniel merely wanted to know the will of God
for His people;

H UL FR AR, Moo e k) B
A

eft

il

but, because of Daniel’s brokenness in prayer,
SR, BRI A AE ARG A T O R R 5 2

because of Daniel’s selflessness in prayer,

PSR BB AL #5725

and, because of Daniel’s surrender in prayer,

TR g {H DA B Al ) 4 2

God unveiled His majesty to Daniel.
AaME LB RS TR E e L

God assured Daniel that all would be well in
the future because God rules the future;

Phes THEVIEBYE, ROk R V)2 r, 2
PRS2 AE ARR

and, so, my listening friend, let me tell you this
as | conclude.

FreL, SRERIIAR, FEAREINRE, k3R
YRR
Get on the road of righteousness now

MIBUETT R, &R SCHITEHE

so that your prayer will be the expression of a
consistent, godly life.

W2, ARIIFE &R RIS — DA AR
MR A o

148. Until next time, [ wish you God’s richest
blessing.
JERR KGR LS IR, O H 4



