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Hello, listening friends.
RERINA, VR

We are delighted you tuned in today.
IR ARA R BEIT BATHI T H

Today, we are going to start a new series of
messages called, “Blessed to be a Blessing,”

S RBANTEIIEVE— B R 55, A
7\%1 1%?‘2'}%;@%%0

and it comes from the writing of | Peter.

AR S H BT

Before we start, | want to ask you an important
question.
THEI TR FT, kIR R — A Y 1]

.

Have you ever experienced God to be stripping
you of some thing or someone important in
your life?
EERBEE, WA IR EZERNA
B PE SR ?

Has the Lord ever taken away something that
you thought was your security?

A LRENRIRIIOREEIT, 32 EIRA i o
I

Have you ever felt that you lost something that
you thought to be your identity?

IRE R T — B RIA A BEERAR & 7 AL
HIZR 75 ?

What do | mean by this?

K=,

There are things or people in your life that are
so intertwined with your identity,

FLeARPEA YN, EREMd T EEBCNIR
115 53 RAE .

we feel that, if we ever give them up, we will
never be the same;

TAVAT, WERBGFIXLE, FRATRA RE R
Gl
and, then, when the Lord begins to work in our
lives,

SR, A B R ATT A A I,
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He starts taking those things away.
M TT AR IR B AR VT S

When the Lord starts pulling that security
blanket away from us, we feel the hurt;

A FIHRIE AT U ) 22 A IOT I, 3R
Il BRI

but, then, later, we see that God had a higher
purpose in what He’s doing.

EFEHATE I, #EEAHE s E .

Have you ever felt that you have placed your
confidence in someone, like your spouse or
your child,

R EAEIRE O ESLAE— DA & B ?
LA PRI AR, BRI %

or, have you placed your hopes in something
like achievements or higher education?

SRR 2 A S EAE SO A B
HHH L

Have you ever placed your whole confidence in
any of these things,

PR 2 A0S OE @ SLAE UL R N
g

and, then, has something happened that stripped
these things away?

JAAREA T e, DS RRE T
IR

I have had such experiences,

WA X .

and, today, I’'m going to talk to you from both
the voice of experience and the Word of God.

B RIBEIR 7 ZIRANBZ 7, WERARI)
AT

If you are ever going to do something
worthwhile for God,

AR SR AR A B2 RE A AT B

you will experience the stripping away of the
source of your confidence.

PRI IR 25 IR 2 S EE AR P (AR Y PR Pt
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You know that, when the stripping takes place,
you do one of two things.

PREMEND 2 2 RK BARFTMB AR Pa R, AR
RIREAT PR S

You try to hold on your source of pride and
your comfort more tenaciously,

PR AN D)) EANE AR T LS, X
AR R 220 B 2R T8

or, you cry out to God with words like, “God,
don’t take that from me.”

BEARIAATIER UL, A, ANEEEIX L,

Almost always, whenever that happens in our
lives,

B HIXFPE IR R A

we have a hard time seeing our stripping as a
blessing.

BAVERE AN, KRR

It is only later on that we look back with the
eyes of faith, not sight, and see the hand of
God.

RAZHENEL 7, JATEE Rk, #EdfE
OHIIRG, A F WA TAE 74
There is one thing about God stripping you of
your source of security,

AR R P R 1) 5 L A2 AT T AL,

whatever that source of security may be.
ARARIIFE L R4

It is because God wants to build you up with
His security.

M A4, 2 BED A B O BRI REE
That is always the purpose of God.
[ SR XA A ) H Y

God wants to build you up in having your
confidence placed in the right place,

AL W ARAE I 5 SRR O o

and, today, I want to tell you about how God
did this to a man called Peter.

S RBEHVRR, M IR NN
You will not understand the epistle of | Peter
until you understand Peter, the man;

WRAIRAVARBEARIZA N, RECTCTE B A
(CRIRER

S0, let’s look at Peter, the man, and see him in
the Word of God.

AL RATE LM TE, REWNAS B —
N
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Peter, the man, is a rich study of a person who
Jesus systematically and consistently stripped
of all the things that gave him confidence.

FHR R AR BRI, 04T PR
ARG — 2, bR A fr oy — AN
AR EHEH

Jesus stripped Peter of all the things that gave
him outward courage.

HR SR 5238 AR PER A IL R Z B — 1)
ARV

Jesus stripped Peter of all the things that gave
him the feeling of self-adequacy.

HROR 5258 1549 IS B 13 H I — D) 2R
¥

Jesus stripped Peter of all the things that put his
pride in the wrong places and on the wrong

things.

HRERZEE 1 1 AS A AN %A KGR
Why?

N4

Let me tell you a personal story.

iR E VMR E SR

I remember, when | was a young man,
Hicm B JERR,

I was going through one of those difficult
times.

FI T s — BRI PRI X P 44

| asked an older and wiser man why this was
happening to me.

I AEENK2E, M ARSEE
I ¥ 2

He said to me, “It is because God loves you so
much.”

fib i Rk, BOAMKRZIR T

I remember saying to myself at that time,
SRR R RN SIS

“I wish He did not love me that much.”
WHEABMAEIX 2%,

That was a foolish response on my part,
HseRA ot B!

but I was younger then and | had to learn the
lesson that Peter learned.

MR PR 7, LA AT P 2T
hik.
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Why would Jesus strip away everything that
gave Peter courage and self-confidence?

N R RS S AR AT P )y, SUATAR
H MBS R — e ?

Why would He take away Peter’s security?
MO A BT AT A EE L 2

Jesus removed Peter’s false confidence in order
to build him up as a man who had confidence in
God alone.

HESRATAR R AR S B, N T E AR
5B FEA BRSO

God did it to me in order to build me up as a
man who has confidence only in God,

IR ERIX A, A TRy
(EETZETPNG
and God will do it to you in order to build you

up as a man or a woman of God whose
confidence is in God alone.

PIAEAR B B2 IX A, B R
(EEXETIPNG

The Lord has repeated that experience in my
life several times,

R, kI —HE .

but I’ll never forget, at the age of 21,
HK A =3 21 B I

when | was standing under the blue sky of a
foreign country,

WHAEWERZ T, — AR E K,
I did not know anybody.

HEASANAIR,

Absolutely no one!
—MMNRENER AT

And | knew in my heart that no one knew
where | was except the Lord.

PO HERTE, FR 7 LR, B NRIEHRAE
WAk HL

Here | was, thousands of miles away from all of
my security.
WANEZHAE R, Fra I RBEAE T 2
bba

I was thousands of miles from all of my family
and friends.

AR N ACERAE T B 251,

| was thousands of miles from all of the
familiar surroundings that I’ve ever had,

AT BRI T B 241,
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and | stood there all alone.
L NG E S L,

I had absolutely nothing and nobody except the
Lord,

br 13, —TLHrA.

and I heard the voice of the Lord whispering in
my ear,

FWT I A PR i

“Michael, when you got Me, you got
everything!”

by, 77 A T U

Today, many years later,

Z2%kE, NWESH,

that experience and that knowledge has been an
incredible blessing in my life.

IS 22 P AR A B, SEAE R IR A A
BT W AR
I was able to understand what Peter finally

understood after 3 and 1/3 years in fellowship
with Jesus.

1G5 EHRERARAL ¥ =R & THEK
#H, JLWHT.

You could never understand the first epistle of
Peter until you understand Peter, the man, who
was remodeled, rebuilt and reconstructed.

WRARA T RAFIZ AN, VR JC iR B AR A
T, B E S e BRI,
SLAZRH o

Peter’s name occurred in all 4 gospels.

WUEAR & AT S TR 4T

In fact, Peter’s name occurs more times in all of
the gospels than any of the other apostles.

H b, EREBE, R4 T AR
FER A LR IRECE £

Peter spoke more often than all of the other
apostles put together.

BAF VLG, AR T TIRE U AT Dok
e

In fact, Peter more boldly confessed Christ than
all of the other apostles.

FSL b, AT EE AR T4 BE 5 T AR A ER iR
B

Peter interrupted, interfered with, intruded on
and tempted Jesus more than any of the others,

(B8 A5 B EE LAt 1 DARE B8 22 O 3T W HS R P 3%,
T B JUHRER, AR PR
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and Peter was rebuked far more than all of the
others.

R, (A3 B HRER DT & IR Bt 215 %

If you really want to know a little bit about
Peter’s personality,

IRVRARZ T il SR A1,

try to think of someone who is independent.

HEAEARR L H E LKA,

Try to think of someone who is the kind of
person who is an expert on almost everything.

ARG L8 HYONFPERERGIE AN

While I was studying about this kind of person
that Peter was,

BRI FURATIX RN,
I was reminded of this story.

H AR XA

There was once a man who was always
bragging about what a great sharp-shooter he
was.

MHETE NN,
G
He was a duck hunter.

L ATE IS 1.

Now, one day, he went hunting and took a quiet
friend with him,

A RASEREM T 1, K RARAE AN
BRIE S A

As they were walking along looking for ducks
to shoot,

2 AbAT] SRR LAY 5 T

he was talking on and on and on.
i — BRI AR

He told his friend that no duck ever got away
from him.

b YR AI A, 3 — RS 145 1 A
e

He told his friend that he was a good
marksman.

fibiit, B e,

He told his friend that he never missed a shot,
M5, AR e — k.

and, while he was bragging, a duck flew by.
EY g AE R, — iy i,

He took aim and fired,

A 37 Z il T4
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but the duck flew away unscathed.

ES 522 IR E ) KAE T

He stopped for a minute and then he said to his
friend,

17— JUARRE A,
“My friend, you are now witnessing a miracle.”

PRA]SEHR H B T — AN s,
“There flies a dead duck.”
TS5 o2 kg !

Peter was first introduced to the Lord Jesus by
his brother, Andrew.

RAT B AT] 2 R A B0 S0 28 2243 2 41 45 R Bk
i

Andrew was his younger brother and he was
much quieter than Peter.

CAFPRBAT I 50, EihZghe T,

Andrew was the very opposite of Peter.
ZAF VIR AT 5E AT

Andrew comes home one day and is
uncharacteristically ecstatic.

A RERABBIR, —RESNANR
I

He said, “Peter! Peter, we have found Him.”
fli: 1A%, 1A%, FATTHREAM 1!

“You have got to come and see Him. We have
found the Messiah!”

R—mZRE, WATFRBIRIEI. 1!

What do you think the kind of person that Peter
was would have been thinking right now?

TRAE, BIASIBFERIN, Ui 2B A2
Peter probably thought to himself,
PAFIR T fE /21X 4 A8 1Y

“Well, if the Messiah is here, then sooner or
later, He will come to me for advice.”

WERE L IRFRT, il B ok g i &
LT

Do you know people like that?
PRINIRIZ R A 2

Peter probably have been thinking that the

Messiah will need his help.
RATREDATAR, IRIEIL 7R E AR .

Can’t you just hear Peter saying, “Oh yes, God
can do anything but, normally, it takes someone
like me to help God out,”

PRULVFITLADT BIOE 0, A, R TERTA
B, ELSER Bt 75 SRR B 1 ST
.
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and that is why, throughout these 3 and 1/3
years,

R, AR =55,

Jesus had to strip Peter down of his false self-
confidence.

HS ik 6 ZU S5k 25 A8 A RE AR 1) A5 0o

Why did Jesus strip him of all his self-
confidence?

HRER A A B R B B A5 L ?

So that He may build him up to be a
powerhouse for God.

XHE, HRERAREEBT LT, SONHIITK
HLRIT.

Please listen carefully to what | am going to tell
you.

T B O T R YRR,

Nobody can be a powerhouse for God,
B — M NBERH K BT

no one can be effective for God,

A — D NBEH SO AL ;

if they have false confidence.

GO RABA USSR R AR B A5 Lo

Jesus stripped Peter down in order that He may
build him up in God’s confidence.

HRER A 2SI ER AN AT, A Rl A S AR Ath o] o 1)
Bl
Let me give you several incidences to show you

the systematic way that the Lord Jesus was
working on Peter.

2T, ARSI E,  BRER AN %
H A HE ) A A

It is my prayer that God will teach us all this
very important lesson today.

AT RAH A K AT A TX L8 E )R,
| pray that you will surrender and not resist.
SRR T2 2 B A ih
Where were Peter’s places of security?
WAFH) DR BR AT 4 2

They were in two basic areas.
AL T :

First,

¥,

he had confidence in his expertise of the sea

and fishing;
s 5 SRR A 2R A BHAE
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and, second,

AS —

s

Peter had outward courage and self-adequacy;
WAL N, A5 L.

and Jesus honed in on these two areas in Peter’s
life like laser-beam.

TR BRI B & Ty, SRS
A R I P THI R P kAt o

You will find this first story in Luke, Chapter 5,
verses 1to 11.

HAFE, DRI R LR -1

Peter was fishing all night and caught nothing.
WAFEER AT 1, A A WIATE -

Normally, when fishermen are working such
hard physical labor all night like this,

I U KRR S 5T T

throwing out the nets and drawing them in and
finding nothing in them,
AW R, H— o T3k

and they keep doing this all night long,
BRAMETAF,

then, they get home in the morning completely
weary.

R B B R S SR

This is what Peter had been doing all night and
he was exhausted,

BAT R XS, CARINT .
but as he got back to shore in the early hours of
the morning,

2l i el B R,

he saw a large crowd to whom Jesus was
preaching.

B DL HR R 1F AE X — KA i,

Instead of going home to sleep, he stopped to
hear Jesus.

TRARAT TR, FFRA B SR
After preaching, Jesus saw a couple of boats
that belonged to Peter.

HRERDF5CIE, & WA B A,

Jesus got into the boat and said to Peter, “Let’s
go into the middle of the lake.”

HR okl b= 1 M, XPBEASE,  SEAE T B L
%

What do you imagine Peter was thinking?
PRAE, 118 4REAR?
Peter did what the Lord commanded,

1545 B SR HIS 60K 10 Wy WY 25 480
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but probably Peter was embarrassed

B4 45 ] RERRS IR % 1H T

because good fishermen were never seen in the
lake in the middle of the day;

BUNEAH — 2SR R, SEHIESH
iR U A = NI SN Yt

but he went along anyway.

A1 3 2 HE AL 1 o

Then, in the middle of the lake, Jesus said,
“Okay, Peter, throw your nets.”

B Uy, HRERE, AR, BULE T I
By that time, what do you think Peter was
thinking?

B VXA, A X E A ?

“Okay, Jesus, I went along with You for the

ride, but for me to throw the nets at high noon
is foolishness.”

GFAE Y HRER, BBLAE N IEIRE AR, (HEE
JRAE R A A7 BRI R T 2 19 i !

“I am embarrassed enough to be seen in the
middle of the lake at high noon.”

KAKIRE % AL AU 2 0ok, &
2y EI

“Now, You want me to look like a fool and fish
in the middle of the day!”
PRIEERAGAR N, A5 H IE i 1 02
“Lord, you have to understand. I have a
reputation to protect.”

FWT L PREENIE, RIS E TV !
“After all, I have a name to live up to.”
LSRG 4

Let me ask you a question.

IR, &,

Have you been where Peter was?

PR AL AE AT AR B R S ?

Have you ever thought that you knew more
than the Lord?

FE SN, B EERZ?

Have you ever been where the very point of
your knowledge is challenged by God?

AR5 THDGS 4 [ AR B8 R PR SRR Al 2

Have you ever been where the very essence of
your self-confidence is challenged by God?

AR 5 TGS ) R ) A5 Ok ki ?
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Have you ever been tempted to either scoff or
resist both?

R IAT, REEPRIR TS, BERA R
P fAT?

Some of you know the rest of the story.

AL A RTE, IR UGB SR
They caught so many fish that the boat was
going to sink.

AT BT rta, HLEMED PRI £
I

They caught more fish than they could carry.
AT Rt AT AT e R B

In fact, they caught enough fish to fill two
boats.

FSL b, IRFr B, 08 R o
it

This was Peter’s first stripping down.
IR — IR

His first lesson hit him hard at the point of his
confidence.

M2 s — A Thik, b BEOHRK
INEANG T

What was Jesus doing?

HRERLEAS LA 1 A4

He was making sure that, when Peter becomes
a powerhouse for God,

MR E BT RO IR A LT

his self-boasting would be completely under the
control of the Holy Spirit of God.

WS H KBGO, e eRELZRE
EHZ T,

Please tune in next time to hear about Peter’s
second stripping-down.

TG N — kB H, REVHAEE
RO 22 7 6

We will see the stripping of Peter’s puffed up
courage.

PATE B M EFEEHAMNLSRZH,
We will see Peter’s reaction when he and his

friends are threatened by a ferocious storm at
sea.

PAVERE AT AR, BRI — 31T
B A EE

Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessings.
ARG S IR, TR H B2



