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Hello dear friend, and we are glad you joined
us again.
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You remember where we left off last week.
PRICAF IR FRATT o 2] W B v 2

We talked about the message of being relevant
and being urgent and being patient,
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And | told you that next week I will tell you
why.
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And today | am going to tell you three reasons
why Timothy must be relevant, urgent, and
patient.
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The first one is in verse 1 of chapter 4,
F— R EERER G 4 55 1,

Because God will judge the Christians.
PR Ayt 4 v ) AE
I solemnly charge you in the presence of God

and of Christ Jesus who is to judge the living
and the dead.
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Now some of the Christians have a problem
with this,
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They take some passages out of context,
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Such as the text that there is no condemnation
upon those who are in Christ Jesus,
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And they say there is no judgement for the
believer,

TRAMATUL, G A D52 A,
Once | believe,
HER—HA1E,

I don’t have to do anything else.

HA AT T

That is either willful ignorance, or deliberate
disobedience.

MEE HZE, B #os .

It is true we are absolutely saved by grace and
grace alone,

ANEE, BAVEROR e R, AT
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You do nothing for your salvation,

PRAS SO AT RS RO

You only receive it.

IRRBEZAF AT LL T .

One cannot be saved through good works,
NABEFEAT TR

But the judgement of the unbelievers is
different from the judgement of the believer.

(ERAME BN P 32 B o A 545 5E 32 10 o A
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The person who refuses salvation from hell that

is offered to us through Jesus Christ will end up
there.
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But the judgement of the believers is going to
be like an awards ceremony time,
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In heaven we will each have different rewards,
FER ERATSAFRIA R R,

After all, God is not a communist,
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He will not give us exactly the same reward,
AL IRATTE 2 —FER L5,

That would not be fair, would it?
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If you have a Bible | want you to turn to
Ephesians chapter 2 beginning at verse 8,
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This is a familiar passage to Christians,

X BLE SR FHEBAE P AR,

For by grace you have been saved through faith
and this is not your own doing, it is a gift from
God.

A ROEART R, WEFERE, XA N
THC, JiRMHET;

Not because of works lest any man should
boast.

WARMTAT N, RIFHEAAS.
For we are his workmanship created in Christ

Jesus unto good works which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in.
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He said we are saved by grace,

But we are saved unto good works.

B R FRAT A Y FRA 14T 3

Do you understand the difference?

PR B e X 2

Not through good works,

HATEFEUFAT AR

But to good works.

{EI AR EH LT N

If anybody says, well I am a Christian because |

was born a Christian therefore and I don’t have
to give of myself.
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That is wrong.

AR F R o

If somebody says I don’t have to give of my
substance,

BRuAE N : AT EAH LA H,

Or because I am a Christian I don’t have to do
anything for the work of Christ,
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Or because I am a Christian I don’t have to live
a clean and pure life,
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This person if he is saved, he is in deep trouble.
BAE X N RAF R, Al BRI T .

Paul tells the Corinthians that the work of every
Christian is going to be tested by fire.
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Those who are lazy and self-centered
Christians,

HR LA 175 A B B O BB AE

Their work will burn like when you strike a
match to a bail of hay.
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For those who have been faithful and have
exercised their gifts,
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Those who have used their resources
generously,

AR et iz FH BRI
Those who have used their time wisely,

TR 6 DU R I TR BN
Those who have used their talents fully,

AREe 4 J1 R AT A THIN,
When they are tested with fire,
AT T4 T

They will be like gold,

AT AR Al — 1

Gold that will shine brighter,
BT RN 5,

It will become purer.
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When they receive their rewards in heaven, it
will be a glorious time.
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Let me ask you this,

iR AR,

Are you feeling down and discouraged this
evening?

PR R KT ?

Do you feel like Asaph in Psalm 73?
T R AERE R 73 BRI R 2
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Do you know what Asaph did in Psalm 73?
AN RITE B ERF R 73 WfE S A4

He looked around,

bR BEIY

And then he saw that everybody who was not a
believer was prospering,

B ARSI NN DR EM, L

They were not suffering,
AT A eI,
They were not sacrificing,

AATIAS 4%

And yet, he as a believer was suffering for the
sake of God.

SR, AL E CENEHE, O GHuE 2
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If you are feeling the same way,

AN SRR A [FRE )32

First of all, I want you to go back and read the
entire Psalm, Psalm 73.

B IRIEEL R LB R, W 735,

And then | want to tell you that the Bible is
telling us to be patient,

RIGIERE VR, ZELHIRNEA,
Because one day you will see,
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That those people who seem to be prosperous
and having everything,

H AT R E 48, 1A —DIRIA,

They will be sliding with speed into hell and
damnation,

AT KT, TR IR T BB 1A H 2%
You’re faithfulness will be rewarded.
MAREEL, DBIFERE.

One day,

aAK,

You’re perseverance will be honored by God
himself.

PRI B, 1G4 B FR 3

And you will receive a crown from his hand for
your faithfulness.

PR BB O A TR W 2%
Don’t ever, ever give up,

TR FKIEAELGT,

So it is an urgent appeal,
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It a relevant appeal,

FEA XS PE RER,

And it must be done with patience,
7] i 06 230 2 T 4%

Because in the last day, we will be rewarded,
BB T RH, JATRAFERT,

And you will be rewarded according to the
extent of your faithfulness.

W E R BRSO R BE R R

So the first reason is that God is going to judge
the believers.

FITEL, S AR A2, ApEE e IS4t .

The second reason why the appeal must be
urgent, relevant, and patient,

FAEHEVIR A B R0 R
HOARRE,

Because of the increasing unfaithfulness of
others,

A A B H 283900,

In verse 3,

FEH 37,

For the time is coming when people will not
endure sound teaching but have itching ears,

PRUOARHREE R, N6 IRIGUAEIETER, Hoe
KFE,

They will accumulate to themselves teachers
who will suit their liking.

FUREAN E DTG, SN GFLeIn e, JF HAg
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These people that Paul is talking about,

RE X BN,

Are known to us.

FeFATAE

They are everywhere in the world,

A XA RN,

We meet them everywhere we go.
TIRFRATEICE, #oad WARAT.

We meet them in the schools,
AL 245 FL 38 AT T,

We meet them in the social gatherings,
PAEA AL & 38 WARAT,

And we meet them in the places of our work,

PAHE LA P s WARAT

Their motto is this,
AT B 5 A,
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Just a little bit of religion goes a long way.
WERVEAMIE /3, wRE AL .

I am a Christian, but | am open-minded.
FRFEAE, HIARITIE,

I am a Christian, but I am not exclusively so.
WRIEESE, HIBAHFHN;

I am a Christian, but I don’t want to talk about
it.

WARFEELE, HTABREM;

I like to go to church to hear some sermons that
make me feel good.

BB Hr W W IE- )38
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Paul said,
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Such people are suffering from a pathological
condition called itching ear.
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They have an itching ear for novelty.
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They have an itching for what is only bland and
watered down.

I H 2k, RS RIES . Bk
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They have an itching to hear what will not
convict them of their sins,

AT H 2, R BENr AN /5 2t A AR AR E
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Or convict them of their need to repent.
B URBAS 75 2

And the only relief they get from their
condition,

FEMATRI AL, M — A ATT R e A A
It 5

Is when they hear a preacher who tells them
what they want to hear,
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The reality is that their ears are stopped up
against the truth,
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They will only unstop their ears long enough
when they hear someone who relieves their
itching by scratching.

FRAEA NRERRIRELL, S NARATHE 78 HA
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The criterion by which they judge the preacher,
XA ABAT T A% N AR,
Regardless whether it is the truth or not.

M AEFABATR R & AN

They reject the sound teaching said Paul,

R VLA PR AT AL I O TE 2,

They will select leaders who will make them
feel good,

AT e pad — L A AT RS B BT ik ) A A0
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So what is Timothy to do?

W, RERIZEALT?

Verse 5 tells us,
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He is to stay the course.

i ZR H SHHR )

He is to fulfill his ministry regardless of the
cost.

Al EEAN A 1 58 B AL TE ) TR
He is to endure suffering.

i 2 2 52 v M

He is to refuse to compromise.

b EHE L8 Z b

Here is what someone said about this verse,
A NIX PRI B 43,

Whenever the Bible faith becomes unpopular,
B4 2L 2 I HBOUETIET AN 320G,

Many Christians are tempted to mute the
elements which give most offense.

LA VF 22 F B AR B R e 2 5] kS S B8 Y
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You may be suffering for your faith right now,
B4R AT B8 IEAE {5 AT 52387,

God’s power is with you.

ERIRE /1 SR AIAE -

Do you know that when the time happened in
history when Christianity became the law of the
land,

PRANTERS 2 iy s b 2B Ry 2 VAR
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Christianity was weakened.
PSS T

Christianity is strong only when it is under
pressure.

FEPAAERE N 2o
Someone said Christianity is like a tea bag,

TN B BB,

It does not show its power until it gets in hot
water.

FRAEKE R QTG T K B, 15 R AS & R
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Let me illustrate to you from history,
RISV R,

When the Christians were being burned at the
stake during the first 200 years,

S AR, SEBER R AEAE JORAE
Christianity was very strong.
TR IR B AR D J s

But then about 313 AD,

HER, RAEATT 313,

When Emperor Constantine issued the edit of
Milan,

AT RE K%Y,

In which he said that Christianity has now
become the religion of the empire,

il AT BB O

Lots of people hurried up and became
Christians,

VP2 NS TR M B i

They became members of the church,

AT # =,

They were accepted quickly into baptism,
AR PR B 32 AL
But only the Lord who is the searcher of the

heart knows how many of those remained
pagan at heart.

HEREER N EAFE, KhE2/0 AN
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But we know their harmful influence on the
church of Jesus Christ,

{EFRATIFIIE, ABA T HRER I B () 237l ok 2
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They began to mix Christianity with paganism,
A AT S SO B R AR AE S,

And demanded more and more concessions
from the Christians.
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They brought a pagan form of worship in the
church.

HATTRE S B S U AN =

They disregarded Christian discipline in the
church.

AT AN B o B 0 A
And they brought Christianity into conformity
with paganism.

AT Ao 2 B M S A

Because Christianity became popular,

PR D B AR AT K AR AL

Because the offense of the cross had ceased,
EE N e A NN N2

The reproach of the name of Christ was gone,
B AAHTITE N,

And as the church grew in favor with people,
B Wt S AT B4

It lost power with God,

BRE THIRE

Until they ended up with a semi-pagan
medieval church.

H 3 5 AME AR h L H s
I firmly believe the following,
I E I HRTE

Just as the church started with the supernatural
power of God in the midst of opposition,

IR OEIEES SO AL LM D ER G SRS AN
R BE AL AT R,

Now at the end of times,
FIPAEIZ R H 1,

The faithful remnant will face many
oppositions,

L IE B R RN 23 DN VF 22 X 471

But they will have the supernatural power of
God with them,

B H R B AR HI R BE S AR AT RIAE

Just as the church began, so it will end.

W IT g, Wk anthasw.
You know what that says?
PRANTE AR A 2 FE g ?
Jesus is coming back soon,

2 HIS SR gl PR B K

And that’s the good news.

AR AR !

Now back to Il Timothy,

LA [ 23R BE K5 5,
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The apostle Paul is about to die,

EAE DR % R TR AE T,

And he’s telling Timothy now to keep the
gospel alive.

il ZEFEEE K PR AR B IR A i 7 o

Paul is in chains,

RZ BB,

Timothy proclaims the freeing gospel.
(EFEEERER TSN B RS
Verse 6 Paul said,

TR AL 6 15 :

The time of my departure has come.

BRI 1

And the word departure here is a very
significant word,

X BT “ B X AN R

It’s a word that’s used when a ship pulls anchor
and is lifted,

XA SRR A T A ML S

And is ready to sail to another shore.
TR S — iR 2

What a beautiful picture of dying for the
believer.

XFETEAEHENIBE, &2 A KN —EE
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Of departing from shore to shore.
BIF R, AUTEIA

Paul said | fought the good fight.

RE U REEFIMLIREEITE 1.
Like the faithful soldier,

Mg LOrt

Paul stayed in the middle of the heat of the
battle,

TR FERE B b s AR

He did not run away,

fih A 1 E

He did not hide,

fih 35 ek

He did not choose the shady spot,
G i % — 7

He did not give up,

AT

He did not get the easy jobs,
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He did not run away from the front line.

VA e - FT 2R .
Paul has said,
PRE i,

I have run the race.

HHIHS R CA R T .

The Christian life is like the running of a
marathon,

FBAE R A A IR AN B R AR FR B — A
Paul has kept on running no matter how tired he
got,

R TR 2N, Ak ZL AT FT i,

No matter how exhausted he often felt.

B A 22 IR B I RS, AT R

Paul’s Olympic medal is not like the Greeks
used to give,

TR PTERAF I BRI e < i, AN A i A
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It’s not a green wreath,

AN e A

But rather,
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It isha crown of justification for standing for the
truth.

PRIE Al RE ST A1 A8, TIRTS A K8 .

I don’t want you to miss this point here,

Ay BEARAN B MG XA B A

Not only Paul is getting that crown,
AHIERBIGE IR S,

He says that all those who are not afraid of the
return of Christ will also get one,

fibid: BAEARIEE RN, WA
s

All those who are looking forward to his return
will be crowned.

Nz BRI, #1555 w7 .

The unbelievers are afraid of the return of
Christ.

AME EWNE ALK

The unbelievers don’t want to think of the end
of the world.

AMEEHIN, AEE BRI H 7
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The unbelievers don’t want to think about the
cosmic universal catastrophes that are about to
happen.

AMEEIN, AEEBETFEH KRR ER
Goh

The unbeliever does not want to think of a new
heaven and a new earth.

AMEERIN, A A R
Why?

N4

Because they are not ready to meet Christ,
R AATTA AT Tl 30 I

And that is the test,

HERAE L,

Are you ready to meet the Lord?
PRI I A0 2

If you are not,

I RARIEBA T LT

Then you need to do some business with God
right now,

TR 5 2 SIS 5

You need to surrender your life to him right
now,

PRIRAE 75 ER R an A e

iAnd you need to ask Jesus to come into your
ife,

R e BT A R N AR ) A= iy L

He will let you look forward to his coming
back.

o Aol 22 e th B P K

I want to close this session right now,
PUAERXANTT HRELR,

And in closing | want to share with you a
message that was written on a piece of paper
that was found in the house of a Christian
martyr.

gy, AR E—MER, A
FEGETE S B ) B TR B — kAR B S
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Here’s what he said,

XA T U Y

I am part of the fellowship of the unashamed,

g T =2 EMBUAR — 0T
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The dye has cast,

CLH AR,

I have stepped over the line,
s BRI,

The decision has been made,
R E

I’m a disciple of Jesus Christ.
AR R ELE 1 14

I will not look back,
AL,

Let up,

AEHEIE,

Slow down,

ANHEAE,

Back away,

ARG,

Or be still.

BT IEAE .

My past is redeemed,
L o e,

My presence makes sense,
WHIAER TR
My future is secure.

I AR CH LR,

I am finished and done with low living,
AT ARAR B A0
And sight walking,
ANFASEIR WAT
Smooth knees,

T 75 AN FOGTE
Colorless dreams,

A A,

Tamed vision,

s AT L,
Worldly talking,
ARIEF 18,

Cheap giving,

AFF S,

And dwarf goals,

H bR AR,

My face is set,
PR E P,

My gait is fast,
FInRA AL,
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My goal is heaven,
RE AT H R Hy,
My road is narrow,
TR IS 7 1Y,
My way is rough,
F ) % S U UK 1
My companions are few,
A A2,
My guide is reliable,
FHIHE T R AT AR,
My mission is clear,
FRHIAE A 2 15 T G
I won’t give up,
TALTHFT
Shut up,

“ULER,
Or let up,
EPRE SR
Till I have stayed up,
RS HIE
Stored up,
TR E B
Prayed up,
AR,
For the cause of Christ,
NIEE B
I must go until he comes,
WHEALEAT, SFE Ik,
Give ‘til I drop,
AR,
Preach ‘til everyone knows,
KR EEERT,
And when he comes for his own,

ALK, R TN,

He will have no trouble recognizing me,
LS IN =R

Because my banner will have been very clear,

PRI R R -7 5 Bl

Will this be your motto?

PR AN e LU O VR ) R A S e ?
| pray that it is,

BRI,

God bless you,

PG AR 25 R 5

60. And good-bye.
B!



