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Hello, listening friends.
RRMR, IR,

What a joy it is to know that you are following
this series of messages, “Blessed to be a
Blessing.”

IR S FE AR AR AE T (E3RG ) XA
EY Il i

| want to begin by asking you a question.

e R A AR — AN ) R

Have you ever dealt with anyone who was
having an identity crisis?

PR 50— LE AN FNE F ot R A b ?
If you have, then you understand the depth of
sadness in such situations.

WERARE XA AL, € B H A R
IIPNEZ/ S 3-8

If you have ever been in a situation where you
found yourself suffering from an identity crisis,

WMRRE ZBEAAFIH C &7 R,
you understand how confusing that can be.
PRACRITE R 2 2 A 38V

Outwardly, everything may look alright;
SNRE AT A,

but, inwardly, you feel insecure and unsure.
BEAROHRERBEI AL S, AR,

There were times in my youth when | was
going through my own identity crisis.
LIRS, M I AREH S
*J-LO

Someone once said

AN,

millions of people are desperately seeking for
their missing identity.

A LA ARG VIS 5 D RIE R &

I3

For those of you joining us for the first time,
AN RARE B — T AT H

we are in the middle of a series of messages
called “Blessed to be a Blessing;”

BATIEAEYE (B BAR) XA RFIBHN,
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and, today, in | Peter, Chapter 2, verses 4 to 12,
SRBANVEER, PG5 5 4-1275.
Peter shows us how God's blessings should
define our identity.

AT AT, BEEEMIG AR, RE 1K
(NERE=EA

Out of His goodness and blessings, God gave
us our identity.

) RAGAE, JATAH 7 R &
s

My listening friends, listen very carefully to
what I’m going to tell you.

SREMIAA, THEFAT .

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ,
W RAR R R EAE

if you follow Him every day,

ULARAR AR R ERFE T

then you should not have an identity crisis.
IRARLZA 5 70 RV G

If you understand the blessings you have in
Jesus Christ,

U RAR B 3 R AR BB R BB A5 2 AR
these blessings ought to define your identity;
XA T AEARA BB & 77 o

and that’s exactly what Peter is saying in this
passage:

XIERWARAEIX B 3 BT Ui Y,

that out of God's goodness,

PRI R R

out of God's mercy,

BRI B AR

out of God's grace,

FEERL N SEEY

out of God's abundance,

PSERUINE ..

we are given our identity.
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Believers have no reason to flounder in the
Christian life.

BHEARIZA T H OB AR & 70 M3
TR ALK,

There are some people who see their identity in
their family name.

AL NSRS B ke B SRS,
Some men see their identity in their jobs,
AL N R K 2 & 45

or their titles,

BCEEARAT TR HR A,

or their achievements.
ECEEAAT TR A o

Some wives see their identities in their
husbands.

A LR RE B S,

Some children are happy to identify with their
parents.

AT R TN S 7)o

Peter is telling us here that our true identity as
believers in Jesus Christ

WA SR RATT, HONFEEAER LS 7,
comes from what Jesus did for us and what He
did with us.

FeREAE BRER N BRATT LAY, AL At 5 A T —
EER

Why?

I

Because we were nothing and He made us
everything.

AR EAS —SCAME, A AT 1 o 5t
H,

In I Peter 2:4 says, “As you come to Him...”
PAFATH B T U URITRE) AT
What does he mean by that?
ettt A e

Before you come to Christ, you were nobody as
far as Heaven was concerned.

MR FEB /T, IREER R =oAL
HY 6

As far as justice in the courts of Heaven was
concerned, you were dead in sin.

MR FIREE N LRI, R 0o SRt
Bz,
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Before you came to Jesus, you were worse than
nobody.

TEARIA R HEBRZ 0, ARIETC A /DA AR A
F.

Before you came to Jesus, you had no spiritual
identity to speak of.

FEVRIE ) HR 8K 2 AT, ARFRAS A AR 8 R
%/\ ,

You live and then you die and that’s the end of
it.

WG T —3 T T, ZHRIREIANLE.
Peter goes on to say that we were dead stones
WA U, FATIR — P E i a
%,

and, then, Jesus, the Living Stone, quickened us
and made us precious living stones.

(EEHRER RS, g Ady, MEERAT, A
AT B 5 B R A

Peter uses a lot of figurative language here and
you have to use your imagination.

PASAEIX A TIRZ I RALHI L, R
B R AR R TR PR

Peter gives us 6 characteristics of our identity
as believers.

AT H BB B 7 B SRS IR

Let’s look at them.

AT ——RE

Number one, we are living and precious stones.
i, BATRE SRR

Secondly, we are a chosen people.

%, FATTRARE I K
Thirdly, we are royal priesthood.
F=, WATRAEBHERF]:

Fourthly, we are a holy nation.

S0, FRATTR e A I

Fifthly, we are God's own possession, God's
own people;

i, FATERETMHE TR

and number six, we are mere tourists in this
world.

8, AR A R EIR.

We will look at these one by one.

AT — I — K

First, believers are living and precious stones.
S FEERE I HNE A
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The only reason believers in Christ are called
precious stones

FBAE 2 BT IR O R SR i A, E— R BE
H A2

is because Christ Himself is the cornerstone.
KON ER BRI 5 2 s M Ao

Peter sees believers or the church as a
magnificent building,

TERASIR T, B E Hs, Bidg — ke
TR,

a spiritual building.

—HRR 5T

Peter is saying that believers are a far more
magnificent building than any building
anywhere.

WAFU, FEEAERO—BERY), it AT
i 7 B R AR 2

In ancient times, the whole building was as
good as its foundation stone.

W, BERD T R R R A

The whole building stands or falls on the
strength of its cornerstone.

BT, b TatRe AL, SN BT
1535 .

The cornerstone was always laid at the
intersection of the corner,

B A Wi s SR — B ok,

and the other foundation stones were placed
along side of it;

FoAt 347 RN 55 A1 A0 2T o

and, as the building goes up,
A SR,

every stone in that building was placed in
relationship to the cornerstone.

B — P R o5 M A AHFE AR G

Did you notice that Peter did not say that we
are made of bricks?

WHRAIEESR, BRI RERA TS
%o

Why?

RA4?

Because bricks are all look-alike.

RN BE Juat S e —FE Y,

Bricks have the same dimensions.
FEYUL A R RE AR AR,

Bricks have the same shape,

BEHUE LAT FIFE R TEAR .
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and the reason Peter does not say we are bricks

PAFAIEIAN LA ERL S IeH — AR A,

is because God does not mass-produce His
children,

ey, P L AR Bt K R i
KA

nor does He expect us to perform the same
tasks.

PRI ER A TR R R A AT
He has given us different measures of faith.
MG 25 TATA [F 4 B 1S L

He has given us different spiritual gifts,
fgs T IRATANF ) Jm R AN,

and, therefore, what God expects from me is
not necessarily what He expects from you,

Fr A R ATHAE, AR, A—E
FHI

as long as we both are faithful;
RERRATTHAR O R R At

and that is why Peter calls us “stones,”

B MBS AR ERAT TN A 5k

because each stone is different from the other.
By EE— P LA R,

Each stone is distinguished from the other.
TP LA AT

Spiritually speaking,

Mg R )= R

sometimes, the Master Builder will have to
smooth some rough edges of a given stone.

A7 IS i 5 TR Rt Sk e A

Sometimes, the Master Builder has to chisel
some bulges in a given stone.

A I e AT 8 T P Sk 22 RIHET
i

Sometimes, the Master Builder has to chip
away at the jagged edges of a given stone,

AT IR A2 TRE T 2 H) 3 R S AR A

and all of this can be painful sometimes.
XL A .

My listening friends, please listen to me
carefully.

FERMMA, BB OV
Because this can be painful, some believers
stay away from the building,

UV, TR S I X e
I,
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and that is why some believers don’t want to
get too close to the other believers.

It LA S B A it aze LAt 2 B A

That is why some believers don’t want to be an
active part of a church.

b SR EEA RSN S 5 H =,

That is why some believers refuse to fit in their
rightful place in the service, in the body of
Christ.

BT A B IR 462 SRS E B iR N A
HIFF 28 o

Of course, that’s the height of selfishness.
HIRIX RS HALH,

Why?

N4

Because their absence is like a missing stone in
a building which, of course, creates a draft.

PO MATHIGR I, XHRDs TRl 1 —Hen
Their absence makes the building less efficient.

AR, JBRAR 1 55 7 R Bh g s

Their absence keep the building from being as
effective as it could be,

AATTRO BRI, ALK b5 T AN BE R FE NIZ A 1
ThRL

but when all the stones are there, working and
serving the purpose of God,

SR, RO H E A, NIRE
E AR

God's blessings will fall upon it.

LG o

Let me ask you a few questions.

kR IAR LA 7]

Are you a good, precious, living stone?
AR — PRSI E 5T HITE A ?

Are you a living stone who is willing to be
placed where the Master Builder wants to place
you,

R —Jusfa, BREBA TN EE2E
nd, 9

or do you run away all the time?

B VR R TR 38 ?

Are you a living stone who has surrendered to
the Master Builder’s shaping,

PRt —Hui A, 15 RIS TR = A
By ?
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or do you please yourself all the time?

sE AR A E B ?

Are you a living stone who is in your place of
service,

VRAE — RIS A7 22 b A _E T4 1 ?

or are you carelessly letting others bear your
load in the building?

WERG A H CTTE, R ACK&H?

Are you that precious living stone?

PRAEASERE B R A7 1 2

Because that’s where your identity is.
PR A X B2 R 1) £

There are some believers who mistakenly think
that, if they just receive Jesus as their Savior
and Lord, then that’s all they need to do;

AUEEGEIR DLy, R B BRI E Dy
F T,
but they are wrong.

fib A 14 1

Believers have responsibilities to the Master
Builder to be a living stone in His building.

FOBGEA AT N S TR BT i ) s )2
) — s

You have responsibility to the cornerstone, the
Lord, Jesus Christ.

PREE 1) 55 A A BB BRI 4 T

You also have responsibility to the other living
stones to stand with them.

PR HAR A A TE, ZAMATIIE

. T

Mo

You stand with them with all of their
weaknesses.

MATEH 595, IRSMATFHL

You stand with them with all of their faults.
AT B A R, VRS AT

You stand with them with all of their
inadequacies;
ATTEA R, IRSHAT1FHT

but, my listening friends, I want to tell you
something else.

ESERRIA A, ARG VR,
You are not a perfect cut either.
IREANIE 58 S T IR A o

First, our identity is that we are precious living
stones.

e, BTG R E A
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Our second identity is that we are a chosen
race.

BAVE A G0, BEFRIERBEE,

This was a term that was used to describe Israel
in the Old Testament.

EIHZA R, HRMAIRRIERLETIIR,
Now, the Apostle Peter, who lived and walked
with Jesus for 3 and 1/3 of a year,

BUE, (EAEMCASEREE 1 HbER =4~ (1R fa],

lifts out this description of Israel in the Old
Testament

i IHZ) B, SEXASER DL R 44 PR de
K,

and applies it to the church of Jesus Christ,
MAEHRBRAL B x5 |,

which is now the new Israel of God.

W E TR LS R

Why did God choose Israel in the Old
Testament?

FEIHZIAR, #OA 4 ik g1 REe ?

Not because they were [a] great civilization.
HARFE AT 7 AR,

There were civilizations that were far more
advanced.

FESEAMATT SO IR 22 1
Not because they were obedient people.

AR AT M) 7 2

Just ask Moses. They gave him plenty of
trouble.

W) o) BEDY,  AUANTE B 2R s 2 /b R
fil o
Not because they had superior intelligence.

WA RO A AT AL R R,

There were far more intelligent people at the
time.

N AR 22 F0R EUARATTBE Ak 1 IR
Not because of anything in them.

e ANIE BT T A 2 0 2% A

God chose Israel because of His sovereign will.
PRI LB B T4 2 v ) AL

That is the only reason.

X ME— R R

He is God and He can do anything He wants to
do.

s, fhse bl B o R E AT,
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God is not accountable to you and to me.
AN 5 ZE ) YR FASACHPIT I

The sooner we understand this, the sooner we
become obedient and effective for the kingdom
of God.

RERAT B 5, wiRe /e fh 8 E BRI
RIEDRL
When the Israelites rejected God's cornerstone,

LT NFE LR 55 M

God's Anointed One,

PR SLHIR—AL,

they were put aside.

AT A HiR B AE — 55

Peter is saying that God has chosen everyone
who chooses God's cornerstone.

AT UL, FRIRIE PLAE T BRI M 5 A 0
N

He chooses everyone who believes and
submit[s] to His Messiah.

ML FLAR A S IR TR ZEE TN o

and, therefore, the chosen race in the New
Testament is not based on physical descent,

BRI, By BRI RIE R RS, AJe iR
LKA,

but by adoption of grace.

T2 A R T 4BTR A

Here’s what Peter is saying.

(ESTEN N

Don’t ever forget that the cornerstone was
rejected.

THAZEEIL,
He was despised.
LR E TR
They spat on Him.

A 7

They let Him bleed to death,
I I 22 5T

but now He is glorified as the mighty
cornerstone.

HInASh SR, BOvH R BEff.
If you believe in Him, He will protect you.
RE RS, i RIG IR,

He will guard you.

o3 AR,

He will guide you.

2> 5] AR

B A B T4



160. And the very cornerstone that was rejected?

— R T G5 A
161. God said of Him that He is the one
UL, A,
162. Who can take you to Heaven.
hBE TR B R A
163. While those who surrender to the cornerstone
will be protected by Him,

N SR RIAIZ 5 F A B, 45 21 4 i R
¥

164. by the same token, anyone who rejects the
cornerstone

[FIRER, TR AR,

165. will be crushed by the very stone that they have
rejected.

R BRI E SRR R Sk ko

166. Peter is saying that those who reject the
Messiah

WA, TEAIRFELAN,
167. will one day be crushed by Him.
A REPIRTEIIE K
168. Those unbelievers will be crushed by the very

stone that will receive, accept and protects
those who do believe in Him.

X AASIHKAELMERN, BN
USRI N

169. Our first identity is that we are living precious
stones.

AW DB w2, E5iEf.

170. Our second identity is that we are the chosen
race.

HATHIER A Bt e, IRk iiRs.

171. Next time, we will look at our third identity,
TR HBITEE B =577,

172. namely, that we are the royal priesthood.
N PRSP SR R E Sl

173. Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
FEARRHIGARZ IR, O H IR A4



