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Hello listening friends, we are glad you joined
us tonight,
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It is great to know that you are there listening to
this program.
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And we would like to hear from you if this
program has been a blessing to you.
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Those of you who know a little bit about
agriculture will enjoy this message.
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Because | want to begin to talk to you about
two kinds of trees.
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They are in contrast to each other,
Al 5E AN,

One of those trees grows in the middle east,

— M AERAE PR ML,
And the other type of tree grows in the tropics.
T M AERAEAAT .

The tree that grows in the middle east looks like
an olive tree,

KAEPARMIX ), B ARG

It takes the same space as the olive tree,

i LR RG J 5 2 ]

It absorbs the same vast amount of sunlight,
W SCRE TR 4 5 T RHOK

It uses the same soil as the olive tree.
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Yet,
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It produces no olives,
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It is called the oleaster tree.
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Then there is another type of tree that grows in
the tropics,
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This particular tree is very tall,
XFPRIAR 5 5

It’s trunk is very wide,

AR,

It’s branches are widespread,

B %,

All of this makes it to be a glorious tree in
terms of shade and beauty.

B ALK FE T .
It’s branches reach out and down to the ground,

ERIRCT R AMEN, T ;

Whenever the tips of the branches touch the
earth,

G SR A S b THI N

They take root and a new tree springs up,
EAT AR, KRR,
This tree is called the banyan tree.

SR U SRR

During this broadcast,
FEA RIS A

I want to challenge you to ask yourself this
question,

FRAEPRARAR— A i e,
What kind of tree does my life resemble?

PRE A= i 4GOI — A 2

Are you a look-alike type of tree that takes in
the Word of God,
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The grace of God,
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The love of God,
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And the blessings of God,

13 248 BTG 48

And produce nothing except hyperactivity.
WAL R, HRgaiE.

Or are you the tree that the moment it touches
others you impact their life for God.
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Is you life like the oleaster tree?

PR A= A AR NG BT RS 2

That looks busy from the outside doing things
for God.

A 1AM RS LR AR H T ok L g FR 8 T
Does your life on the outside look active and
involved?

PRI A AN R EORIRIE R, ARATAR?

And then when you look inside or you look
closer you find no fruit.
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Or is your life like the banyan tree,
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Tree that spreads and spreads and multiplies
itself in the lives of others.

XA, AR AR ar T BT A K
Only you can answer these questions.
HARE S ] AR XA 8]

As we look to this next to the last of the | Am
sayings of Jesus.

2 RBATVE AR Bz HS ok 72 i 1Y) foe i JLIRAS
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| want you to turn with me to John chapter 15,
AR — R R 2R 15 &,

There we will see what Jesus had to say about
the trees and the branches.
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We saw in the last message,
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How Jesus told his disciples,

HRER &R I14E,

That he is the way, the truth, and the life.
MRTERS . HEE, Adn,

He told them this in order to comfort their
troubled hearts.
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And here Jesus continues as he takes them
away from the upper room into the Kidron
Valley.
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The last words of chapter 14 were this:

14 FigJa I F X AU

Let us go from this place!

ke, FATE !

As they sat down again, they were probably
near the vineyard,

ABATTREEE AL TR, R VR A 4 el R B
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Perhaps they sat down near the beautiful gate of
the temple,

ERVFAE SERSE TR 173,
On top of the gate was engraved a vine,
RS =K iEaR

Which is the nation symbol for Israel.

7 LA B [ (1) R AL

There Jesus continued to calm their
bewilderment.

FEHREL, R4k 22 22 iX e R AR 1) 14
To calm their chilled hearts,

N T ZABATIAT B O,

To soothe their ruffled spirits,

REFE AN TRK I R

Therefore Jesus said:
K, HRGR .

I am the vine the true one,
P L E
And you are the branches,

TRATREBCT

Abide in me.

B AR HL

By his very adding of the word true, Jesus
implies that there are false vines,

HRERAS S0 BB XA, RUIA R A
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Or vines that have proceeded him that are now
being superseded by him.
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Israel in the Old Testament was described as a
vine,
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And the vine became their national symbol.
T RS O ARAT] B RO RALE

Any Gentile who wanted to come to God, had
to come to Him through Israel.

HMIRNRBEERIT M, L ZUEN LA F),
I want to encourage you to read lIsaiah 5,
B KRR L1 LR AS5E b =,

Or Jeremiah 2,

B HERPR 528 2 5,

And Ezekiel 15, 17, and 18.

PAPG 44 15, 17, 18 &,

There you will see that Israel as a nation was
called the vine,

VRex % B LA EBIRBIR 9 i A

It was a vine that has failed to bear fruit,

ol ¥ R — BRANEE ST B A W

It was a vine that kept God’s message to itself,
—ERAMEAE B A

It was a vine that failed to be a light to the
nation,

— IR O TG B Y
It was a vine that became inward looking and
self-centered,

—ERE A, E AL A

It was a vine that became preoccupied with
rituals and cold formalities,

—ARAB B ST YR P AR R 0 A

It was a vine that ceased to proclaim Yahweh as
the Lord of all.
—ARAEAHERRIRE NI £ ERIH A
And that is why Jesus declared that he now, he
is the vine, the true one.

XA I A BRREE YL, A A A
If you carefully read the gospel of Matthew,
PR SARAF 40 b 30 B ORAE

You notice how Jesus contrasts Israel as the son
who went astray.
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A disobedient son who ceased to fulfill its call,
— /NIRRT 2 T

But Jesus on the other hand is the good son.
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The true son,
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The obedient son,

MARAR LT

Who was obedient unto death.

fFOMR, PAZT 5.

Jesus is the true vine because he is the only way
to the father.
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What a comfort this must have been to the
troubled hearts of the disciples!

RO PRSI TIRER Y, T 2 K 22 R !
Jesus said, | am the vine, the true one,
HRERUL: PR AW, FHEN,

And you are the branches.

AR T

Here’s what he was saying,
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To you | am giving the great commission,
WEARAT— A KAt

It is you whom | am commissioning to preach
the great gospel,

PEAFA L ALAR & 45 0 R

To you | am looking for much fruit and not
Israel the nation.

W BRI 2 4R 7, AR LIS
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And our great commission is this:
FATHI KA Al -
To make Jesus known,

HR kg A% 5 PR

To bring men and women to his feet.
i QAT TR 21 4t 1) RV AT

To declare to the community and the world that
we are not a ritualistic community,

) gt BB AT, FATTARIE T ALK B
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Not a traditionalist community,

WA RAL 58 3 S B,

We are not self-centered community,
FATWAZ VLB By LRy A,

We are to preach Jesus as the way, the truth,

and the life.
PAVEEAL R SR, Mgl giErg. B, &
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We are to offer Jesus as the only satisfaction to
humans deepest needs.

FATHR AL AT L 2 NI iR = 75 2 e — ik
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We are to present Jesus as the only answer to
humanities problems.

AR, AR NG 0] e — 2 Rk
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We are to declare Jesus as the all-sufficient of
humanities confusion and struggle.
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We are to call for men and women and say,
come and meet the one who healed us,

FATS H A KB AL K BE R 6 # T
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Meet the one who forgave us,
KAV AL T8 2 A TH 5

Meet the one who delivered us,
KAV TR RIRATH :

Meet the one who accepted us unconditionally,
KAV AL TG 2% A4 52 AT THY

Meet the one who loves us and sticks to us
closer than a brother.

RANVRAT FE2E L 26 2R, T 2 AT HE
fik o

Come see our love for one another that stems
from his love for us.

KERMNZ LR IR %, T2 Ryt
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Can God take this commission away from us?
PRI A Ay AR D ?

Absolutely.

IR LA

If we decide to play church,

an R PATTE IR H 2>,

If we decide to get God to follow our agenda,

ARSRFRATTE AR AT AT,

If we become a maintenance operation for a
church program,

IR EH = =y — M BAT R 2
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God would put us on the shelf and use
somebody else.
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If God did not hesitate to withdraw his
commission from his people Israel,

AR AT KA A LB R 5 1
i,

Do you think he would hesitate for a moment to
withdraw it from us?

PRI Tt JA T oA Bl g 2
| am the vine, the true one said Jesus,
HRER T, R JE &
And you are the branches.

AT T

Jesus was telling his disciples,
HRERRAE 5 1T,

That because he is going to the Father
RO 25 R T

And the world will not be able to hear his
words.

TH A P W 214 R 135 o

That are coming out of his lips.

TtE, WrBMoE L.

Therefore the world should hear Jesus’ words
from their lips.

FITEL, SR T IBE R F e Wi 21 H R
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Jesus is saying this,

HRER 2 1,

I will not physically be here to manifest the
holiness of the Father,

AN IR B, R 8RR 6
RE,

But you must do that.

EARATT AN 40 AT

I will not physically be here to declare the
righteousness of the Father,

HEARER H BRI A X,
But you must do that.
{BARATZNEE 40 AT

I will not physically be here to tell of the love
of the Father,
WEARER AR R E,

But you must do that.

BARATZNEE 40 AT
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In declaring Jesus to the world,

R S ik e 5 1 5

We have the assurance that he will supply us
with his power.

BATEE S GIRAT6E
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself but
must abide in the vine,

TR AR 06 Z000%E 61 & B 4 RE S R T
So neither can you unless you abide in the vine,
FATW B AGERAEM |,

And the vine is Jesus.
Ty S fi 5k A2 1S ] 26 A%

Just as the branch depends on the vine for the
nutrients that comes out of it,

FUR AT AR ) M A N 7R

So are we in our relationship with Jesus.

AT E HR R 2 R W2 k.

Our unity with Jesus is not a mechanical
juxtaposition,

WAV ERERAER &, IFAZBHU L ZFAF
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But it is an organic unity,
T A —Fh A b s,

Just as the branch and the vine are organically
united,

A RS 7 R e 2 R AR P R Y — AR

So must all the branches who want to bear fruit.

FtUL, BTy AR B RN R 7 A X

We are one with Christ when we adopt his
purpose to be our purpose,

FATCAFE /Y H B0 H I, JATm 5 s
N1k
We are one with Christ when his goal becomes
our goal,

FATUUEE W B bRy HARIE, AT 5 i
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We are one with Christ when his agenda
becomes our agenda,

FATCAIE R Dy TH RIS, AT %
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We are one with Christ when his perspective
becomes our perspective.

FATUAFEE O S WL RO, ATl 5 i
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And that is why Jesus said that the Father is the
gardener.

KR NAT A HRERE, RACRAIGH -
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You see, the gardener has a way of taking care
of the branches.

PAFIE, SR EABEE T

He has his own way of watching over it so that
it doesn’t go off on it’s own private agenda.

faEEARER T, T ARTEEE
ik, —EIT.

Because the good gardener is very interested in
producing good fruit,

PRI N o 1 el T AR B A 145 i R T
Much fruit.

HEERT

When you and I try to get off on a tangent,
IR PAR L 5 4R H

When you and I try to pull our branches in the
wrong direction,

R IRAR BRI A R T 1) 2 AR KR
The vine dresser comes in,
CEG RPN

And he prunes those unnecessary and
unproductive shoots.

MEE TR A, AERIIBCT .

Let me tell you about what horticulturists tell
us.

LEFRAT TR Wy el 254 S U I

They tell us that the vine tends to produce
certain shoots called sucker shoots,

AT, 2T AR AR S 5 L — e R I PR
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These shoots often grow where the branches
join the stem.

R RRAER T 5 BT AER T .

If these sucker shoots are allowed to continue
to grow,

A AL I R AT AT OR

They would dissipate the life of the vine,

AT T30 2 W i 2 A B R

And the vine would produce only leaves and no
grapes.

HEM KM T, MASRT.

The good vine dresser makes sure that he must
prune these suckers to ensure fruit,

Ui T Rt BB TR e, AR R F
FIAEK,
And this is what the Father does in our lives.

XL RACAERAT 2L A v A8
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He trims off the troublesome shoots in our
lives,

A B3 AT A A A BRI R T

In order that we may be productive.
AT AGE R T

Often times pruning looks and feels painful,
Y, BRI

Often times pruning looks and feels merciless,
W, BES R NREBER A

Often times pruning looks and feels wasteful,
W, B NAFIR 2

But you see, with God there is no random
cutting,

HRIREFE, EWAaASHETT TN,
Nothing he trims away that is not for our good.
MBI, B — AR N T JRATI I AL
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Until next time, [ wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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