(REERIAD MEDX

ERER R - 15
| AM SAYINGS OF JESUS - 15

SECTION A
HH R

1.

10.

11.

Hello listening friends, we are glad you’ve
joined us.
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If you have been listening for the past several
weeks, you will know that this is the last in our
series of messages on the “I Am” sayings,
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This is the most important of all of the sayings.
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Therefore, | want you to listen carefully and
maybe have pencil and paper handy.
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Because there are many people today who deny
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
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There are some who assert that the resurrection
of Jesus from the dead was not physical,
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They say that it was just his personality that
exploded out of the grave,
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But this is nothing new,
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Throughout Christian history people have said
that.
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There are many who have said that the

resurrection was not an event but an
experience,
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They say that it was a personal recovery of faith
in the hearts and minds of Jesus’ followers.

FEHRERAII4E, RO R BELERENA]].

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

If you search history,
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You will find that in every generation there are
those who have refused to believe in the bodily
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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This denial of the truth,
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Wasl, occurring even in the days of the apostle
Paul.
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Yet those early Christians who joyfully faced
their execution,
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They did not die for a hoax.
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Those early Christians who joyfully endured
the teeth of hungry lions,
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They did not die for an imagination.
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Those early Christians who have died for the
risen Christ,
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They did not die for a deception.
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Worshipping a dead Christ would be the
greatest waste of time,
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The biggest waste of money,
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The biggest waste of energy.
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And during this series of messages,
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We have been looking at the seven I Am claims
of Jesus,
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And today as we come to this last one.
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We will come to the understanding of the vital
importance of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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Jesus said:
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I am the resurrection and the life.
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When did he say these words?
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Well if you have your Bible, you can turn to
John chapter 11.
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Jesus said these words to Lazarus sister,
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Just before he raised Lazarus from the dead.
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After Lazarus body has been rotting in the
grave for four days.
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Jesus said to her:
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| am the resurrection and the life.
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He who believes in me shall not perish,
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But have everlasting life.
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These | am sayings of Jesus,
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Are as relevant today as they were during the
time of his earthly life.
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Jesus said, | am the light of the world.
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Look around and see how many people choose
the darkness instead.
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Jesus said | am the good shepherd,
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And my sheep know my voice.
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But look around,
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See how many people who refuse to hear his
voice.
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Jesus said | am the way, the truth, and the life.
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But look at the vast numbers who have chosen
to serve the father of lies instead.
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Today Jesus says,
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| am the resurrection and the life.
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Today Jesus says:
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| and I alone,
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Have the keys to what is inaccessible to all
others.
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Jesus says,
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| have the power to your future eternity.
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For resurrection is my name,
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Resurrection is who | am,
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Resurrection is what | give you.
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And that is why when he called out Lazarus
saying, Lazarus come out!
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And Lazarus got up and walked out of the
grave.
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Jesus calls you by name when you turn to him,
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He will say this to you by name:
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Come out!
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And here and now experience the power of
spiritual resurrection.
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And when Jesus said | am the resurrection and
the life.
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He also said:

BB U

He who believes in me shall never die.
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And even when your body dies,
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And goes down to the grave,
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But your soul gets immediately resurrected in
his presence.
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On that first Easter day when Jesus got up out
of the grave,
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It was not his influence that emerged out of the
tomb,
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It was not his memory that exploded in the
minds of his disciples,
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It was not the power of his ideology that passed
to them.

A2 At ) AR B R SR i R H I RE D
When Jesus rose from the dead,
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It was not like Lazarus resurrection,
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Because Lazarus died again.
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It was not like Jirusus’ daughter,
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Because she died again.
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It was not like raising the son of the widow of
Nane,
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He died again.
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When Jesus got up out of death,
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He got up and stayed up,
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Never to die again.
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On that first Easter day,
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When Jesus got up out of the tomb,
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After being dead for three days,
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It was a physical resurrection.
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On that first resurrection day,
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Just as his death on the cross was an event of
history,
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So was getting up out of his death was an event
of history.
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In fact I want you to look very carefully with
me,
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The Bible gives us four verbs,
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All are equal in value.
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It says that he died,
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This is the first verb.
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Then he was buried,
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1. He was raised,
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2. That’s the third verb.
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3. He appeared,
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4. That is the fourth verb.
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5. It was his body that died,
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6. It was his body that was buried,
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7. It was his body that was resurrected,
e SRS T

8. It was his body that had appeared numerous
times after the resurrection.
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9. Now some of you who may be listening to us
may be saying to yourselves,
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10. Suppose all of those hundreds of people who
saw Jesus could believe in a literal, physical,
datable resurrection and transformation,
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11. But we who live in this sophisticated,
contemporary world,
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12. A world of astrophysics, and microbiology,
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13. A world of computer science,
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14. How can we believe in this resurrection?
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15. I’m going to answer that.
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16. The historical evidence is beyond dispute.
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17. The tomb was empty,
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The Romans with all of their power could not
produce that body,
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The Jewish leaders with all of their power of
hatred and bitterness toward Jesus could not
produce his body.
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Just think with me for a moment,
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If his disciples stole his body as some asserted,
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Imagine the disciples themselves were willing
to die for a hoax?
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That they themselves perpetrated,
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They were martyred for a lie of their own
making?
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That doesn’t even make sense.
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But the truth is this,
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Jesus literally, physically rose from the dead.

HRBR FLI) 2 R S ML BV T o
Secondly,
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There were his appearances.
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During a period of nearly six weeks, Jesus
showed himself to individuals.
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He showed himself to the twelve,
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Once he showed himself without Thomas,
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And once with Thomas.
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And once on the seashore,
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And one time it happened when there were 500
people in one place and they all saw him.
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How else can you explain the first church?
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When Jesus died,
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They were broken hearted,
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They were confused,
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They were frightened.

f AT TR

But within a matter of two months,
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They came out of hiding,
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They were joyful,
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They were full of confidence,
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And they were full of courage.
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Only the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the

coming of the Holy Spirit can account for this
dramatic transformation.
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The followers of Jesus Christ grew in number
from a small disillusioned band of nobodies.
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And today the Christians make up 1/3 of the
worlds population,
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All because of the power of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ,
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Jesus is the resurrection and the life.
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Well some of you may be asking this,
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So what if there was a resurrection?
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How relevant is it that Jesus Christ who rose
from the dead 2000 years ago is it to me?
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How can this remote event impact my life
today?

XN R 2L ) S R A A A A S R e ?
Why are you Christians making a song and
dance about this resurrection?
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Well my friend, | want you to listen very
carefully,
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Because | want to answer these questions.
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Your whole future depends on how you
respond to the answers of these questions,
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And | beg you not to close your mind.
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First,
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Only because of the resurrection can you and |
know that we are forgiven.
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It doesn’t matter how morally upright you may
be,
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Deep down in your heart you know you need
God’s forgiveness.
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We all need to know that we are forgiven,
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That is one of the most basic needs there is.
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In fact | want to tell you about a conversation |
had one time with a friend of mine,
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He was the head of a large mental institution in
Europe.
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He said that | would dismiss half of my patients
tomorrow if they could be assured of
forgiveness.
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Whatever skeleton there is in your closet,
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And we all have them.
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Whatever dark secrets you are keeping in your
memory,
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Whatever painful memories you are storing up,
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Whatever past there is that is nagging you and
shaming you and condemning you,
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Whatever memory that is tormenting you,
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The resurrection of Jesus Christ can forgive you
tonight.
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If he remained dead,
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If he did not physically and publicly rose from
the dead,
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He wouldn’t have been able to assure you of his
forgiveness.
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If he had not literally gotten out of the grave,
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Then his death would have been a failure and
mere tragedy.
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Paul saw this very clearly when he said,
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In I Corinthians 15:14:
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If Christ has not been raised,
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Our preaching is in vain,
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So is your faith.
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If there were no literal and physical
resurrection,
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Then the apostles were false witnesses,
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And all the Christian believers are unforgiven,
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And those Christians who died have perished.
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But because Jesus rose victoriously from the
dead,
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God assures us that by his death on the cross,
your sins and mine can be forgiven.
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Until we see you next time, I wish you God’s
richest blessing!
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