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Hello, listening friends. We are glad you have
joined us again.
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We are continuing in the series of messages on
the fruit of the Spirit;
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and | want to begin, today, by telling you that,

if you go to the bookstore looking for a book on
patience, you will have a hard time finding one.
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I tried to find some help somewhere on this
subject, but I could not find a book on patience.
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| have a very good idea why.
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Here is my conclusion:

WHIE LS

very few authors feel qualified to discuss this
subject; including myself;
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and very few people can develop, let alone
maintain, patience.
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Because of all the technological advances, and

the fast pace in which we live today, patience is
irrelevant.
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Under these conditions, there are no publishers

that would want to publish a book on patience
because he knows he will not sell it.
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Here is the real problem:
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Please listen to me very carefully because |
want to speak from personal experience.
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Many Christians are wanting to live the
Christian life in the fast lane.
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Not only that, but they bring their impatience to
the faith.
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We bring it into our lives, just as the world
does;
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S0 we want instant prayer answers,
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and instant holiness,
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and instant worship, and instant sermons.
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Now, let me tell you at the outset, I am not an
expert on the subject of patience.
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I have some experience with it, but I am not an
expert.
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| often try to remind myself that it took Noah
six months to find a parking space for his ark.
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In fact, let me tell you about a minister who

used to live in southern California, in the
United States, a number of years ago.
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He was speaking at an all-day conference,
Ak, MELE DR IHE.



24,

25.

26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

and he was running late because his alarm had
failed to ring.
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In his haste to make up for lost time, he cut
himself shaving;
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then, he found that his shirt was not ironed;
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so, and, to make matters worse, he was running
to his car -- he noticed that the tire was flat.
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Disgusted, and by this time, thoroughly

distraught, the minister finally got underway
with a sudden burst of speed.
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Racing through town, he did not notice the stop
sign, and he rushed through it.
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As fate would have it, there was a policeman
nearby;
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and, within seconds of running the stop sign, he
heard this screaming siren after him.
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The agitated minister stopped the car, jumped
out, and he yelled at the policeman,
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“Go ahead and give me a ticket. Everything
else is going wrong today.”
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The policeman walked up to him quietly and
said,
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“Sir, 1 used to have days like this before |
became a Christian.”
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Needless to say, the minister was embarrassed.
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Please listen carefully to what | am going to tell
you.
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If Satan can sap your strength in the skirmishes
of life, he doesn’t have to fight the big battles.
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If Satan gets you on the little things of life, he
has already defeated you in your spiritual
battlefield.
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When Satan succeeds in getting the little foxes
under your spiritual fence,
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he knows that he has already destroyed the
vine;
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and that is why it is very important to
understand what the Bible says about patience.
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Now, we use the word, like everything else, out
of context for different reasons to suit
ourselves;
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but we must understand what the Scripture
says.
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What does the Word of God mean by
“patience” in the Bible?
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The Greek word is a word that is made of two
words.
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It joins the word “anger” with the word “slow”;
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or, it joins “anger” with “long”.
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In other words, half of the Greek word for
“patience” means “anger”,
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and the other half means “long” or “slow”.
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Exodus tells us that slowness to anger is one of
God's characteristics.
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Exodus 34:6 tells us
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that God is slow to anger, abiding in love and
faithfulness.
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The Bible speaks about the anger of God.
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I need to explain this very carefully.
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| want you to listen, and I don’t want you to
misunderstand me.
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There are some people who don’t believe that
God can be angry,
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and they want to eliminate this word from
biblical vocabulary.

AATTARRE IX AN 2 i 25

They don’t want to speak about the anger of
God, or the wrath of God, or the justice of God.
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They do so out of ignorance of what it really
means.
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Because people think about anger as they have
experienced it in life,
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whether at home from their parents or at school
from their teachers.
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This is how they think that God gets angry.
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Their experience of anger is one of
vindictiveness and flying off the handle;
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and they think, “Surely, this is not how God
reacts.”
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They are right, and they are wrong.
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That’s not the anger of God;
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but you must understand that God’s anger, and

the slowness of His anger, is inexorably linked
to His love.
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They are two sides of the same coin.
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Let me explain.
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Because God loves humanity that He has
created,
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His anger is directed toward anyone or anything
that mars His masterpiece.
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It is God's love that caused Him to pour His
wrath upon His Son on the cross.
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It is because of His love that He is angered at
sin.
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It is because of His love that He is angry over
Satan.
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It is because of His love that His anger will be
manifested one day.
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To emphasize the love of God, and deny His
anger and wrath and justice,
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you will have an image of a God Who is weak
and lazy and could not be bothered with sin;
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but that’s not our God.
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On the other hand, to emphasize God’s anger
and judgment without understanding of His
incredible love,
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you will have an image of a God Who is
vindictive and vengeful,
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and that’s not our God.
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We all love to create a God that fits our fancy,
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instead of the true God of the Scripture;
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and that is why some people behave and think
and live like the unbelievers in society at large.
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Back in the days of Peter, people scoffed at the
fact that Jesus did not return like He said,
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and that is why Peter explains, in 2 Peter 3:9,
BRI, RASAEAAS 5 15 3 3 9 19 I L ke
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that it is His patience that is keeping Jesus from
coming back,
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because when He comes back, the judgment,
which is the natural consequences of sin, will
be swift and final.
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Let us read together 2 Peter 3:9 and 10.
EFRATIR A AT J5 15 3 5 9 £ 10 v
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Let me tell you something else about the
judgment of God that I don’t want you to
forget.
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God’s judgment will not be vindictive or
capricious.
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93. He will merely take away His restraining hand,
and all the natural consequences of sin and
disobedience will pour out.
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94. The judgment of God is not God sitting there
and saying, “I’m going to severely punish you.”
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95. The judgment of God is the natural
consequences of sin.
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96. The Bible talks about the Holy Spirit as a
restrainer.
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97. The judgment of God is based on the natural
consequences of sin,
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98. the natural consequences of disobeying God,
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99. the natural consequences of ignoring God, and
refusing to listen to His voice.
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1. Yes, there are earthquakes and shootings and
floods and hurricanes where thousands of
people die,
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2. but still the restraining hand of God is still
there.
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3. In my personal opinion, the restraining hand of
God is beginning to be taken away.
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4.  When the hand of God is pulled out after His
believers are taken up to Heaven, Hell will
come to earth.
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5. If you have never committed your life to Jesus
Christ, let this be the day,
U RAR I AT AR ) A i A2 2 MR BR AR, il
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a day in which you accept Jesus Christ to be
your Savior, and escape from the judgment of
God.
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| am glad that I will not be around on the Day
of Judgment,
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the day when the restraining hand of God is
taken away, and people reap the consequences
and pay the natural wages of sin.
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Now, let me get back to patience.
PRAE, [ 21 2 P 135 e o

Patience is dependent on how you deal with
anger.
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There are some people who repress their anger,
because they think that all anger is always
wrong.
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I have to laugh when someone says, “I am not
angry about this.”
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I often reply to them, “If you are not angry,
why did you have to bring it up?”
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A better solution would be something like this:
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you say, “I am angry right now, and let me tell

you why...”
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or, “In a few hours, or a few days, I’ll tell you
why.”

B, CJUVNNEGE LR )G, RS TRRR
. ”

Repressing your anger, or refusing to admit that
it exists, will not help you deal with it.
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There are others who may not repress their
anger, but they suppress it.
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The two are not the same.
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The repressor will say that any anger of any
kind for whatever reason is just not spiritual.
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What is the reply to this statement?
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Listen to the Word from the Scripture,
LIS

in Matthew 21:12.
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“Jesus entered the temple area and drove all
who were buying and selling there.
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He overturned the tables of the money changers
and the benches of those selling doves.”

PR S B AR B NS T, MISERS 12 N
S
Suppression of anger is always expressed in the

pale face and the pinched lips and the leaving-
quietly-never-to-return.
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Suppression of anger is when hurt, resentment,

coldness, fury and bitterness abound below the
surface.
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The Bible chooses to use the word "root" with
bitterness.
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Why?
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Because the root is hidden. We cannot see it.
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There are so many people running around with
hidden roots of bitterness, acting in all kinds of
bizarre ways, and finding themselves unable to
have a spiritual life;
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and the reason they don’t know why is because
the root of bitterness is hidden.
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The tragedy is that these people think that it is
not spiritual to be transparent,

AR, XA, WSRO
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openly deal with whatever it is that is eating
them up.
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In fact, what the suppressors are doing is not
spiritual,
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because you are destroying your health.
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Suppression and/or repression can lead to
depression,
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and that is not what patience is,
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and that is not what the fruit of the Spirit is.
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I have noticed that | have run out of time;
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and, next broadcast, we will continue talking
about patience and anger.
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I hope you will tune in.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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