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Hello, listening friends.
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We are glad you tuned in today.
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In our last broadcast, we asked if you wanted to
be like your heavenly Father.
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Do you want to demonstrate biblical kindness?
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Let us review what biblical kindness means.
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Kindness is a characteristic of God.
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Let’s read the third Epistle of John, verse 11.
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It is out of His kindness that God made a

covenant with Israel.
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It is out of His kindness that God kept His side
of the covenant, despite of their rebellion and
blatant disobedience.
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I mentioned that He kept the covenant, even
when they cursed Him.
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He kept the covenant, even when they hated
Him.
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He kept the covenant, even when they turned
their backs on God.
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I also told you that is of God’s kindness, that
He left the splendor of Heaven and the majesty
of glory to become a man.
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It is of His kindness that, though perfect in
every way, yet, hung on a criminal’s cross.
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Why?
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In order to pay for the wages of the sins of all
who believe in Him.
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It is of His kindness, that He does not judge us
as we deserve.
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It is of His kindness that He accepts repentant
sinners,
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even the people who hated God.
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When they repent of their sins, and turn to
Jesus Christ their Savior, He forgives them and
receives them.
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He does not call them enemies; but He calls
them sons and daughters,
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and that is what He does.
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That is the kindness of God.
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It is of His kindness that He provides for us
every day.
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It is of His kindness that He gives us what we
don’t deserve.
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I have been walking with the Lord for over
thirty-five years.
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He has never failed me once.

MR KAZ L -

That is the kindness of God.
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It is overwhelming when you think of the
kindness of God.
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Only those who are spiritually myopic refuse to
see the kindness of God.
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Like any of the fruit of the Spirit, kindness has
to grow.
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You cannot say, “Now, I am going to decide to
be kind.”
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Kindness is the work of the Holy Spirit.
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There are some people who are just nice by
nature,
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and, when they become Christians, they grow
even nicer;
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but most of us have to work very hard on being
kind.
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We have to be filled of the Spirit every single
day;
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and, because we get filled of the Spirit, and
empty ourselves, we are able to bear the fruit of
the Spirit.
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In fact, that fruit will only grow as we see to it
that we are daily filled of the Holy Spirit.
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The fruit will grow as you daily cultivate the

Tree of your life, and pull out all of the noxious
weeds of selfishness every single day.
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| want to tell you a few things about growing
the fruit of kindness, as we continue to live the
Spirit-filled life.
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Number one,
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one of the most helpful ways to cultivate

kindness is by putting yourself in the other
person’s place.
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In dealing with our children, it is very easy to

forget what it was like for us when we were
teenagers.
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Rigidity and lack of sympathy are always a
result of forgetting --
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forgetting our own short-comings,
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forgetting our own past needs,
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forgetting our own failures,
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forgetting our own weaknesses,
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forgetting our indebtedness to others who have
shown kindness to us.
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We all have giants in our lives.
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What do | mean by that?
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People who have helped us,
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people who have encouraged us,
i A THIN
people who have supported us,
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people without whose help we would not be
where we are.
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I want to tell you that, if it wasn’t for the giants
in my life, I would not be able to speak to you
on the air right now.
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God has given me some great giants.
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Let me ask you a personal question.
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When was the last time you called a giant that
God used in your life and you said, “Thank
you?”
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Have you ever done that?
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Have you done it lately?
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Why don’t you do it this week?
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Pick up the phone and call someone, or write a

letter and say "thank you" to that person who
did something to bless your life.
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Unlike Diotrephes in the third Epistle of John,

John was talking about how kind the
congregation was.
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In the third Epistle of John, verse 6, he said,
“They have told the church about your love...”
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but only that man was such a lover of self.
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He was so selfish.
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He was so self-centered that he would have
nothing to do with the others.
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He refused to be in fellowship with them.
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Let’s read verses 9 and 10.
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The second thing about kindness is this:
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there are some believers who show kindness to
others, yet, they are incapable of showing
kindness to themselves.
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They are unmercifully hard on themselves.
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They let their past failure and sin keep them
from growing spiritually.
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| want you to think of the Apostle Paul, just for
a minute.
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He was involved in persecuting Christians.
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He was there helping when the Jews stoned

Stephen;
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but, if he allowed his past killing and
imprisoning of Christians to haunt him,
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what if he allowed all of his past to be at the
forefront of his life?
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He would never have accomplished for God
what he did accomplish;
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and that is why he could say, “I forget what’s
behind, and I strain forward to the goal.”
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Some Christians know and believe that they
have been forgiven by God,
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but they have a hard time forgiving themselves.
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The devil uses this to constantly pull them back
and build a stronghold in their lives.
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The third thing | want to tell you about the fruit
of kindness is the ability to receive kindness.
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This is one of the areas that | personally found
it to be the most difficult;
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and that is | have a problem accepting kindness
from others.
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A friend of mine and mentor years ago said the
following to me,
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“When you refuse to accept others’ kindness,
you are depriving them from the joy of showing
kindness.”
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It took me a long time to learn this lesson.
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A fourth thing I want to tell you about the fruit
of kindness is this:
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kindness will not grow, if you allow an
imaginary war and conflict in your mind.
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The imaginary war happens when you muse

over disagreements that you have had with your
spouse or a friend,
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or a co-worker or a neighbor.
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What you are doing is this:
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when you give harbor to these imaginary war
thoughts in your mind,
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they become worse in your mind than in reality;
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and it keeps on getting worse,
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until you eventually eliminate any possibility of
acting with kindness toward that person;
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and it gets even worse than that,
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until eventually you eliminate any possibility of
acting with kindness toward anybody.
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Your motto will become, “Do unto others
before they have a chance to do unto you.”
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It’s like this man who had a flat tire on a lonely
road in a dark farm road.
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He did not have the tools necessary to change
the tire;
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then, he saw a light coming from a house in the
distance,
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so he walked over to borrow some tools.
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On his way to the farmhouse, he began to have
this imaginary war in his head.
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He tried to imagine the different possible
receptions by which he would be received by
the man of the house.

fAEAG S, 5 3 A6 AR At P &%k AT R



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

“What if the man of the house is really rude and
angry and he gets mad at me for
inconveniencing him?
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What if he comes to the door with a shotgun in
his hand and tries to kill me?”
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“What if...what if... what if...?”
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and he became angrier by the minute.
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He built a terrific war scenario in his mind.
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By the time he knocked on the door, and the
man opened the door,
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he yelled at him and said, “I don’t want your
stupid tools.”
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Now, the fifth, and the last, thing | want to tell
you about kindness is this:
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it grows with exercise.
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As you begin to show kindness, you will find
yourself empowered by the Holy Spirit to
exercise more kindness;
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and, then, you will exercise kindness more
often,
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until it becomes part of you.
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A distinguished judge once said,
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“I have seen hundreds of juvenile offenders and
their parents brought before me in the court;
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yet, never once in all these years have I seen
one parent touch a youngster or put his arms
around his shoulders.”
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Contrast that with the father of the prodigal son
story in Luke 15.
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Listen to what he did in verse 20.
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The father of the prodigal fell on his son’s neck
and kissed him.
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In a world where of selfishness,
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in a world where selfishness is looked upon as a
virtue,

MR EANE A,

in a world where selfishness is like a noxious
weed trying to choke kindness,
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the Bible tells us that those who belong to
Jesus,
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those who are daily filled with the Spirit of
God,
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are daily growing the fruit of kindness.

IEERER S H B Tk
Are you?
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It is my prayer that you would say “yes.”
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Until next time, [ wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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