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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you have tuned in, today,
to listen to this broadcast.
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If you are tuning in for the first time, we want
you to know that we are in the midst of a series
of messages on the fruit of the Spirit,
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and we will continue that today;
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and I want to begin by telling you something
that somebody told me some years ago.
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“Being trusted is a greater compliment than
being loved.”
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| want you to ponder this just for a few seconds.
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This is very important.

XA B

It took me a long time to really focus on this
statement.
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“Being trusted is a greater compliment than
being loved.”
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I don’t need to tell you that trustworthiness has
become a rare thing.
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There was a time when a man’s word was his
bond.
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There was a time when trustworthiness was
more important than wealth, or fame, or
popularity.
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There was a time when a promise was a
promise.
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“Faithfulness” is such an old-fashioned word
that it has been taken out of circulation.
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“Faithfulness” is a word that is fading away
from our lexicons.
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As | look around, | see that the only
commitment that seems to be on the increase is
a commitment to political expedience,
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a commitment to personal gain.
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The only commitment that seems to be on the
increase is a commitment to personal glory,
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a commitment to personal gratification,
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a commitment to making yourself look good;
ZIEH B H DI VFA

and | wonder even if the younger generation
knows the meaning of the word “faithfulness”;
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yet, faithfulness is the heart of human
existence.
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Faithfulness is the life blood of all
relationships.
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Faithfulness keeps a family or a society from
being disintegrated.
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Faithfulness is a powerful word.
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It is an important word.

e — AN B AR

It is not surprising, therefore, that the Apostle
Paul would include faithfulness in the list as
part of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians,
Chapter 5.
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Let us read verses 22 and 23 again to remind
you.

AT A 55 22 5/ 23 95, FRHREEAR
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In the Greek language, there is only one word
for both “faith” and “faithfulness”.
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That word is sometimes translated as “faith”
and, other times, translated as “faithfulness”;
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but it is one word in the Greek, and you can
translate it either way.
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Now, there is a good reason for this.

AMREF I,

The reason is this:
A
faithfulness stems from faith or trust.
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I have faith that, when you make me a promise,
you will keep it.
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Why?
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Because you are faith-ful, or full of faith.
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I have faith that, when you make a
commitment, you will honor it.
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Why?

N4

Because you are full of faith.
BRI XS R 5 1 o

I have faith that you mean what you say, and
you say what you mean.
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Why?
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Because you are full of faith.
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| want you to imagine what would happen if all
of the doctors decided not to operate on the
very sick patients,
HARBAE—F, I RATA KRR IE AN
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or, what if the people who baked the bread did
not open their stores?

SH TR E A 22

Or, you go to church and the preacher does not
bother showing up;
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but, normally, that doesn’t happen.
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Why?

N4

Because you have faith that these faithful
people are going to be there.
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Do you know what a hitchhiker is?
PRENE S 2ot B4 o] e 2

He is the person who tries to get a ride
somewhere in somebody else’s car.
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The hitchhiker seems to be saying,
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“You furnish the gas, the car, attend to the
repairs of the upkeep of the car. You supply the
insurance and I'll ride with you;

“ORERUEAM . REE, TT4ERE, SRARE,
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but, if you have an accident, | will sue you for
damages.”
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It seems all one-sided, does it not?
UG —f, &ng?

But have you thought of how many hitchhikers
there are in many an organization or institution?
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Have you thought about how many hitchhikers
there are in the churches?
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Some church members seem to be saying,
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“You go to the meeting.

“PREI 4,

You serve in the various ministries.

IREIRZ H T H %,

You do the paperwork.

PR 2 M3 S

You give generously.

PRABEARE 2 R

You go to prayer meeting,
WES It 4,

and I’ll just go for the ride;
FHERIEHEE.

and, if things don’t suit my fancy, I will
complain, criticize and grumble,
MPRFEFEAGRAOE, RSB, T,
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and, probably, get out and hitchhike with
another group.”
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We are often like this young man who poured
out his heart’s devotion in a letter to his fiancé;
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and he wrote the following:

(EESPER

he said, “Darling, I would climb the highest
mountains for you.
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Swim the widest streams for you.
AR B B BT o

Cross the burning desert.
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Die at the stake for you.
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| will see you on Saturday,
JAl 75 FRARFNAR WL T

if it doesn’t rain.”
WERA T A, 7
Temporary faithfulness;
IX R R HE S
conditional faithfulness.
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Listening friends, | want you to understand
what | am trying to tell you.
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Faithfulness is closely tied in with the truth,

15 SEAN L H BB MU IR R AE —

just as unfaithfulness is closely tied in to lying.
R AME S & BB B R AL — i —FF
That is why truth and faithfulness identify with
God Himself.

XA AT 4 B RIS SR A
In any institution,
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or any society,

BE A,
or any home,
AT — D E,

where God is rejected,

SRR L,

truth and faithfulness are diminished;
FLHRAME SEl 2 K

and they are replaced by unfaithfulness and
with expedience and with lying.
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When God is marginalized, truth and
faithfulness are marginalized,

WA B 55, L FAME Sl i el
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and they are replaced by unfaithfulness and
lying.
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In a society or a home, people will not trust one
another.

KRR 2B X, REAEE{E.
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In such society or home, people become
suspicious of each other.

AR A 2 B K, AT R BE
When trust is broken, society is broken.
LS T, A AR 1.

When faithfulness is missing, all relationships
collapse.

BEERIE T, AR R <A
That is why the Bible emphasizes the
faithfulness of God.

JIT AL 208 2 s A 4 RS S

If there is a thing that you can be sure of about
God’s faithfulness, it is this:

XFFHEESE, ARATEARE B -
God’s faithfulness is not periphery or
occasional.

AR S S AN R T B AR Y o
God’s faithfulness is not sporadic or whimsical.
MREEARERREEMREICHH .

God’s faithfulness is not only exercised when it
Is convenient for God.
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God’s faithfulness is not even dependent on our
faithfulness.

PGS, AR T IRATR 5155,
Oh, but that is the kind of God we worship;
XA R TATHEE R .

and, as | told you in the last message, when you
hang out with God, you are going to be like
Him.

BRI T H P S URRE), SARSRIT
(SN P ST L

God’s faithfulness is His very being.
PREAELE LR B T (5 52

God’s faithfulness is the combination of His
power and love.

PR S A0 #th ) R BE AN 22 B 456
God’s faithfulness cannot be hindered or
stopped.

PRERAE SETCVEGE RN AL .

God’s faithfulness cannot be contradicted or
reversed;

GRS b wr & AR TTER
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but God’s faithfulness also goes with God.
PR SE SR AT

When He is rejected, ignored or marginalized,
His faithfulness goes with Him.

IR, BAECEHEFR, HR(E SR
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The Scripture gives us an example of a nation
who rejected, ignored and marginalized God;

E2 VL MNMEL, ZAUNEHERA I RN
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and, despite many years of warnings, God
finally withdrew.

AR, MATEMAP I ES, e, MEIT
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Let us read for you Amos, Chapter 8, verses 11
and 12.

TRFRR R BE T 15 8 2 11 AT 12 TR IR
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This searching, searing, burning, feverish
hunger for God’s Word developed in Israel
after they forsook and forgot God.
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It developed after they kept on ignoring God.
KA T AT I 2R 2 )5

For 400 years, God was silent and only broke
His throbbing isolation with the voice in the
wilderness, preaching the coming of the
Messiah.
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The Messiah Who replaced Israel as a nation is
the Lord Jesus Christ.

fd LB 21 e % B g B A R FR L, i 2R
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When God called Abraham, back in Genesis
12, He called him for one purpose.

SIHa 12 %, MEE WAHRL SRR, #hik
At AEHE—ANHI.

God said, “Abraham, in you, all the families of
the earth shall be blessed.”
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In Genesis 12:1 to 3,
EftH 12 % 1 3 37,

here is what God is saying to Abraham.
IR A (SETAS S
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“Abraham, | want somebody to tell the world
about Me.

“WARPLE, ELE—DNKE
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I want somebody to tell the pagans about Me...
WEN L& Ve A IE HE--- -7
and God chose Abraham and his descendants
for one purpose and one purpose only;

A A AR B 5 AR 0 JEAR A AT — AR A

and that was to carry the commission of making
Yahweh known;
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but, instead, what did they do?
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They began to care about themselves.

A SEE S

They began to care about their own needs.

i A S0 B C /2.
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They began to worry about their own
circumstances,

(IR NEERRY S ISP Sz

and they were hoarding God.
Al THE AR K

Not only would they not share Him, they would
not even worship Him;

AR GRS, A 2ATE S thA
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and, one day, God said, “Enough is enough...”
AR, Wi, “REGE T - »

and, through the Lord Jesus Christ, God took
the commission out of Israel, and gave His
commission to Jesus;

i EHRERAE S, i
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and Jesus gave it to the church,
HRER X 25 1 #i%x

which is the new lIsrael of God, according to
Galatians, Chapter 6,

FRINBOKA5 6 |, et
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and God said to the church, “Now, you make
Me known.”
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Now, listen to the rest of the story,
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because, throughout history, when the church
failed to obey God, God took that commission
away from them.

RUONTEI S, B ANET R a2,
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God is not a respecter of persons.

A ZAEN

God can and will take His commission from us,
also, if we prove unfaithful.
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You may say to me, “Oh, that doesn’t happen
in the New Testament.”
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Oh, yes.
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Listen to Revelation, Chapter 3, beginning at
verse 14.

B ERS, MWE=% 14 5T,
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| want you to remember this passage, because |
am going to come back to it again in the next
broadcast;

WA BIRICEREL T, BOATREAE IR
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but I'll take you back to the first century, where
there was a church, just like modern church.
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As | study the Scripture, probably there is no
church as close to the modern church as the
church of Laodicea in the Book of Revelation.
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It is like many churches around the world;
BRI RS AR 2 e —FE
but we have run out of time on this broadcast.
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Next time, | want to describe to you the church
of Laodicea in the Book of Revelation.

TR, WEGRHI R R R R ZRFE AR
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Will you promise to tune in again?

PR BE B L — S RS e 2



50. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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