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Hello, listening friends.
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We are glad you have tuned in to listen to this
program,
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and we hope that God is using this series of
messages to bless your life;
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and, if you haven’t written to us, we hope that

you will write to us and tell us how much these
broadcasts mean to you.
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| want to begin by telling you something
somebody told me years ago.
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He said, “Perception is reality.”
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It took a long time for me to experience that
statement and understand this concept,
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not only in my own life, but in the lives of other
people.
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“Perception is reality” is true in the lives of
many people today.
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One of the most difficult tasks is to correct a
wrong perception.
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It really is one of the hardest things in the world
to do.
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A person who has a wrong perception is like
the person who says, “I have made up my mind.
Don’t confuse me with the facts...”
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and one of the most persistent, wrong
perceptions, is the concept of meekness, or,

gentleness.
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Whether it’s people who are Christians or
people who are not,
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it is difficult for people to comprehend what it
means to be biblically meek and biblically
gentle.
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The perception that meekness means
“weakness” stubbornly persists.
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The biblical concept of meekness is far from
weakness.
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Most people describe timidity, cowardice, as
meekness,
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while in reality, biblical meekness is
synonymous with courage.
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Biblical meekness is synonymous with
confidence.
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Biblical meekness is synonymous with inner
security.

4P HR R RS WO T2
Biblical meekness is synonymous with strength
under control.
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In fact, that’s exactly what meekness means --
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strength under control.

P i & .

If you are listening to our broadcast for the first
time,
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we have been going through a series of
messages on the fruit of the Spirit.
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Meekness is the next to last of the spiritual
fruit.
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Self-control is the last of the nine.
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The Greek word “praotes” has real, deep roots
before the time of Christ.
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This word was readily understood by the

Greeks and could not be further from meaning
“weakness”.

A I AKX 55 A R e I 2 A,
NG e R,

As a matter of fact, Aristotle had a theory that
virtue is the median between two vices.
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“Rage was a vice of one extreme,” he said,
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“and indifference was a vice on the other
extreme...”
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and Avristotle placed “praotes” or “meekness” in
between these two extremes.
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There are two things that I need to tell you
about meekness.
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meekness is not weakness.
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Second,
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meekness is not false modesty.
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What do I mean by “meekness is not
weakness?”

il RPN R AEE?

In fact, this explains why Moses is called the
meekest man on the earth.
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This was found in the Book of Numbers,
Chapter 12, verse 3.
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Let’s read it.
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It is possible that you could have a hard time
understanding this passage.
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If you know anything about Moses, you might
say, “Now, wait a minute.
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Moses was a strong and decisive leader.
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Moses was prone to lose his temper.
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He even killed a man.
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Moses, the meekest man on the face of the
earth? You’ve got to be kidding.
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He was once told by God to speak to the rock,
but he hit it instead. Moses, the meekest man on
the face of the earth? You’ve got to be
kidding.”
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He was once told by God to speak to the rock,
but he struck it instead,;
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and, thus, he was disqualified from entering
into the Promised Land.
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Let’s read the Book of Numbers, Chapter 20,
verses 10 to 12.
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How can this man, Moses, be the meekest man
on the earth?
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Because the Bible calls him that,
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and, because the biblical definition of meekness
is not the same as the common definition of
meekness,
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because in the Bible, meekness does not mean a
timid, indecisive person who is afraid of his
own shadow.
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Gentleness, or meekness, has to do with the
way you express the truth, not denying it.
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Gentleness, or meekness, has to do with the
way you stand firm, not caving in.
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Gentleness, or meekness, has more to do with
the way you express courage, and not not
having it.
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Gentleness, or meekness, is about the vehicle
that carries your conviction publicly. It is not
the absence of courage.
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Gentleness, or meekness, is more related to
how you answer your critics and antagonists
and not the fact that you should not have any
critics or antagonists.
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That misconception of the real meaning of
biblical meekness showed up in a little girl’s
essay about a group of timid Christians known
as the “Quakers”.
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She wrote,
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“Quakers are very meek people who never fight

and never answer back.

“EREIR e — AR IR RN, AT A D
2, ML,

My father is a Quaker, but my mother is not.”
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Let’s look at Moses again.
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In this example, look at the way he expressed
his conviction.
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Look at the way he expressed strength under
control.
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Look at the way he expressed meekness from a
biblical perspective.
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His brother, Aaron, and his sister, Miriam, got
jealous of his leadership.
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They did not like his style of leadership.
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They did not like his popularity.
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They did not like the way he was exercising
authority;
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so, they did what most people often do.
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They were not honest and they did not admit
that they were jealous of his success.
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They did not go up to him and say, “We don’t
like the way you are leading.
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We don’t like your leadership style...”
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or, “We are having a hard time with that,
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and we are jealous of you.”
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That would have been a good way to deal with
things,
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because they have sat down, and talked about
it, and prayed about it and dealt with it;
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but Aaron and Miriam did what most people
do.
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They came up with misguided criticism to level
at Moses.
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They chose criticism that would have some
popularity and would get other people on their
side.
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What was it?
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They said that the fact that Moses married a
woman with darker skin than his was not good.
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In the Book of Numbers, Chapter 12, verse 1,
we read as follows:
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and, from that moment on, the gossip mill went

as fast among the Israelite community as a
weaver’s shuttle.
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I mean as fast as your radio dial can switch
between stations;
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91. and some people began to support Aaron and
Miriam, and things began to get out of control.
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92. What did Moses do?
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93. This is very important.
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94. How did he express this meekness?
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95. Well, he could have said, "Aaron, Miriam, you
either be quiet or leave."
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96. Right?
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97. He could have done that and it is within his
right to do that.
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98. He could have said, "You fools! Don’t you
know how important | am?"
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99. or, “You bunch of complainers! If it wasn’t for
me, you would still be in slavery in Pharaoh’s
land.”
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1. He could have said, “You have done nothing
but eat off me the whole time.
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2. You are nothing but a bunch of parasites who
have done nothing but grumble and complain
all the time...”
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3. but, you see, biblical meekness is strength
under control.
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4. If he had said all these things | just mentioned,

that would have been weakness;
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but this strong, courageous and secure man,
Moses, exercised meekness.

HIXA SR, A HA, I NLFL R
P, AR TiRSR.
Listen carefully to what I’'m going to tell you.
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The man who walks into the house and yells at
his family and reminds everybody that he is the
man of the house is not a very strong man.
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He is a weak man.

fibE AR

The person who is constantly announcing that
they are the boss — that is a weak and insecure
man;
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and, therefore, not meek, but weak.
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If you have to remind everybody how important
you are, you are not meek. You are weak.
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Someone said,
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“It is too bad that the meek have not inherited

the earth yet, because the un-meek are making a
real mess of it.”
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How did Moses react to the criticism and
gossip?
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He ignored them.
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He said nothing.
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In fact, it was God Who did not like what was
happening;
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and had God not acted, we would probably
never have heard this story.
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God was angry and He acted upon His anger.
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Next time, we will find out how God reacted to
the pettiness of the people against His chosen
Prophet, Moses.
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I hope you promise yourself to tune in on the
regular time,
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so you can listen to the rest of the story.
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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