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Hello, listening friends.
BRI, IR !

We welcome you to this broadcast.
XA 4 R H .

We are in the midst of a series of messages
about the abounding grace of God.

FATE BN B PFR A = B XA R 515
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We are calling it, “Portrait of Grace.”
FATRR 2y B B 227

Today, we are going to be looking at Genesis,
Chapter 30, verses 25 to 43;

SR, FATE—FRE GIHC 30 & 25 5| 43
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and | want to begin by telling you about a
biblical fact of history.

FEHIR R, FREEJRIR— DL LRI
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Every time in history, when God prospers His
people, it is because He wants them to use their
prosperity to serve His purpose.
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When the people of God fled slavery, God
caused their former masters to be good to them
and give them silver and gold and other things.
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Why?

N AWg?

So that they will be able to build the tabernacle
of God.

IXREAATT A BE 0% S R

Under the leadership of King David, God
prospered His people like never before or since.
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Why?

ot 42

So that Solomon may build the Lord’s Temple.
BRI AT DL G 3 B 2

David alone gave millions of pounds of gold out
of his own treasury for that purpose;

WA E BN AR ER T EE
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and, if you look around you today, you will see
that God has prospered many of His people.

SR, BIBPUR, fRE B 724
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Why?

2 We?

God is not interested in physical temples or
tabernacles anymore;

MPTRER C AR AT SR EER T .
but, today, God is prospering His people
because He wants them to use their prosperity to
prepare for His ultimate dwelling place.
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You say, “Where is that?”
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It is in the souls of men and women around the
world.

HUETE RO B

If you miss that point, you’ll miss God’s
purpose for us.

WERAREA FEARIX — i, UREUCE I B
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Today, | want to share with you three rules

about biblical prosperity, as they are exhibited in
the life of Jacob.
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These are not the rules that will get you rich

quick.
XA A VR PR IE S 1 SR



24,

25.

26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

These are God’s rules.

TR S 2 A 14 D0

Number one, do not let prosperity be your all-
consuming focus.

» ANEAEBUE BRI IR AR N B

Number two, let hard work be your all-enduring
quality.

A —a
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Number three, let your trust in God’s provision
be your all-abiding confidence.

F=L BN AR E A RS o
Let’s look at number one.

JeibATRE S — .

Do not let prosperity, in itself, be your all-
consuming purpose.

ANEARZERA G O IR A H B

Jacob was not trying to be wealthy, but he
became prosperous.

MES IR EEAE, MRS
Look at verses 25 and 26 of Genesis, Chapter
30.

WA G 30 3 25 £ 26 7Y,

He said to his father-in-law, “Give me my wives
and children, for I now need to return home.”

fibxd B CREAC U “TEIRICIRZE T L L
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After 14 years of faithful service, he asked for
nothing that did not belong to him.

fE 14RO IRFEZ G, s RAE R
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He could have said to his father-in-law, “Look, I
made you a rich man.

il 58 2 Al DUORHE S0
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God blessed you because of me...”

PR A R ST WA TR - e

but Jacob was not covetous of Laban’s wealth.
BRI 2 BRI =

I think, had Jacob done something for himself
along the way, none of us would have blamed
him;

AR, BAHERAERX L9 v H SR S i
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but, no, he wanted to be faithful in his trust
{ERMBAT, ABEAS ST H ORI

to God in Bethel, “Whatever You give me, | will
give You ten percent back.”

“HE, FAEIREC T E
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FEARRF RIS PR < PUIRPT G4 R, 3K
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He knew that God was the One who would bless
him, not his uncle.

fib JTE AR A AR e AR R — AL, T A2 Al
5 5.
Jacob consciously devoted himself to God.

MRS E BORE B Q2 MRS 1

Jacob believed that he was serving God by
serving Laban.

AR AR BL 2 AE AR A

There is no denial that his Uncle Laban was
mean and tight-fisted.

TR I, AR5 B YR A F a2
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His uncle was a cheat—manipulative, godless,
and greedy -

A B8 B e — MR VE . AHIE AR DT 2R 1

and Jacob could have justified gouging this kind
of a person;

M UIH N ZiEisia A AT

yet, all he asked for were his wives and his
children for whom he faithfully served for 14
years.

EABFTE R, JUR OO IR T 14 R 22
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He did not make his own prosperity his all-
consuming focus;

A L R IR BUE B A B A A
but he worked hard to enrich his father-in-law;

K55 I TAR AR 0 fF A MK

and that is why rewarding hard work and
faithfulness is a must on the part of any
employer.

PRI, N i AR A HR 57 22 o IS L ) 4 A
AL»‘LA‘ EI/]}\ o

Rewarding and prospering employees can only
further prosper the employer.

KhhFFibe i sk, AeibeEEne
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Why do | say this?
N A REVHX — fe?
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Because, even if the boss is insensitive and
blind, God is not.

oy, BIAEMCE R AR EIATE B, (Hhik
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When you don’t let prosperity be your all-
consuming focus, God is the One who will
prosper you.

INPAREAE LIETIERRIBEE, Mptsit
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Secondly, let hard work be your all-enduring
quality.

KA —
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If anyone had an excuse for not working hard, it
would have been Jacob.

MR 2 NAEBHAS TR, BERZE
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He could have said, “I will only work for what
I’'m paid.”

fler LAt IR 25T, R E 7. 7
He could have said, “Laban owes me, and he
owes me a lot.”

RTLABE: BFEA MR, T HA KR

He could have said, “Laban cheated me, and I
am going to take it easy now...”

e LA : <RG3R, PR —

AT
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but, after 14 years, Jacob tells Laban, “You
know how hard I worked for you...”

H 1445, HESXRPER: “REFRF
R, PREFITE.

and Laban, who was an idol-worshipper,
admitted that truth.
FLPERRRE DTG R, AN S IXAF
.

In verse 27 of Chapter 30, even the demons told
Laban that he was blessed because of Jacob.

f£30 & 27 17, EEBERME IR, bk
WA s TR A R % E) 58

You know, my friend, when you work hard,
RERIMA, VREBA, 208557 TARRIN
5%,

when you work diligently and faithfully,
R E) G 1 A AR B i

even pagans will testify to your faithfulness;

FEAE N2 9IRS O I E 5
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so don’t let prosperity be your all-consuming
focus.

Pk, AZEEIERECE RO IR a0 A

Let hard work and diligence be your all-
enduring quality.

7 ZELE B BN R — A2 B A

Thirdly, let your trust in God’s provision be
your all-abiding comfort.

Lo B ERE LI WAL N EVNI R S

Jacob trusted God for his prosperity.
e B AL .

Back then, there was no government relief
organization.

TR, BB AT A BUR RIRGEER T -
There were no private pension funds;

WA H A R FRE

but Jacob had something much better than all of
that.

A HER A L SO B ()

Jacob had God,

HER A 1

and God does not repay us for our faithfulness
with worthless money.

AN FH A 8 AT B R B T SR 22 B ATT Y
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God does not bless you based on the state of the
economy.

FHASFEARYEAR I 2 HEAR DL A8 1K o

God has His own set of criteria by which He
blesses you.

AT A B CIGAR A HE N .

Laban said to Jacob, “Don’t leave. Name your
wages.”

PR HERS Ui AEGE, HIRE IR
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Jacob said, “I don’t want anything that I did not
work for myself...”

P

and, then, he gave him a plan.
e, A 7 — %
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“Keep all the spotted and striped animals and
give me all the solid-colored animals to take
care of; and, if these solid-colored animals
produce spotted or striped offspring, they are
mine.”

“PRACH A RSB FEA R E, K2
R EE R B IR, ERRAE R R
AR, BLEFEFHITE,

Laban thought that Jacob must be stupid.
PP, EXAHER—ERMET

Everyone knows that solid-colored animals
don’t produce spotted or striped offspring.

ANNERFRITEA AR FEARS THRR . A 5
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Oh, but Laban did not know God’s program for
prospering His children;

AT, FHERIAFIE LA ) LS R T
pdE

and so they separated the two sets of animals,
setting them fifteen miles apart.

T2, MAHEmREERE T, FEbE T 15 3¢
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What did Jacob do?

P8 A2 TR A ) P 2

Jacob literally put himself at a disadvantaged
position.

MESAH BHATH CRAE —DAR A E .
My listening friend, listen carefully.
SREMAA, EF40T.

You don’t have to be a genetic expert to know
that solid-colored animals will produce solid-
colored offspring;

A — NG FE L5, AREFNTE AL O ) 2
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but Jacob trusted in God’s provision, even if the
odds were all stacked against him.

(EAESFE AR RIPENL,  RIAEEH X KA
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Jacob trusted in God’s prosperity plan, even
when the world thought that he was stupid and
illogical.

FERS ARG P AR DS IE R THRY, B IX AN 5
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Some of you may be saying, “What about this
crazy scheme of partially peeling branches and
placing them in front of the animals in heat?”

EEAN A2 TP o8 e 4 L U S P T
A2 C A S FF TR AT RIS B A Rl 2
A lot of people have stumbled over this issue.
VP2 AR XA SR 3 R 2 A

Some have asked, “Was Jacob superstitious?
AL HERERAEG?

Was Jacob cheating?”

MERAFRES?

Let me give you the bottom-line answer to this.
PR AR — M [H1 7

When the people of God were bitten by serpents
and were dying from those bites,

MR AR, I AR T (RN

God said to Moses, “Set up a bronze snake and
lift it high in the wilderness;

PO EEPE . <BF—/MdE, FEDE R s
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and, when the dying people look at that bronze
snake, they will be healed.”

FEHCH) A B R A e, Ab AT,
Let me ask you a question.
FRAR ] R — A ] /L

Was the healing in the bronze snake?
AT BRI g 3 A A e 1 A 1263 F) i 2
The answer is, “No.”

%R “AEH). 7

Where was the healing?

A4 R 2 IMART T SR W 2

In the obedience of the people.

2 RN B 1 IR -

In a similar way, in obedience, Jacob placed the
peeled branches in front of the solid-colored
animals in heat

X EBMERBIEE, K&K, TR
TR, A ACIC A B SE RE T HT
and they produced spotted and striped offspring.
EAT T VAR, AR,

May | ask you a question?

AR AR,

Was the power of producing genetically altered
offspring in the peeling of the branches?

AR SESE R T RE T2 R BT B
B ?
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The answer is, “No.”
[958 A, >

The power was in Jacob’s obedience,

HE 1K EH THES R,

because that was going to be God’s supernatural
program to prosper His servant.

DR AR ) IMATE AR A N A HE

Because Jacob trusted in God’s provision, God
provided for him in the most unusual way.

PO HES AR AN, AP e AN -5
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In Matthew, Chapter 6, Jesus said,
FEL RS 6 5, HRBRIL:

“Doesn’t God feed the birds and clothe the
flowers?

HETE BT FRIE 2 IS, JE D9 I R A2
TN ?
How much more valuable you are to God than
these.”

PRATTAEARHR AN LR BE 5 G 22 4
“Don’t worry about these things,” Jesus is
saying.

HRERUL: <P LA EONIX LS.
“Seek first the Kingdom of God and His

righteousness, and these things will be given to
you as well.”

ORI E, bR S X SR PEERE N Zs
PRI T .

Listen, my listening friends, as we come to
conclusion.

SRERINA, FERZ R B, 54740
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God’s grace that saved you from sin,

72 P R BOKE AR TR Ak

God’s grace that supplied all of your past needs,
A RN 1o 2 I R

God’s grace that redeemed you from judgment,
e A SRR R B R 2 T R [l

is that same grace that wants to prosper you in
every way.

2 A A U AR TR

When you don’t make prosperity to be your all-
consuming focus,

BARBEA L RIE U ROV IR A B AR
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when you let hard work be your all-enduring
quality,

MR LB AT BN AR— A2 I A R I
when you let your trust in God’s provision
become your all-abiding comfort,

LEATAR B PR B9 VR 7K Iz B 22 FEE A IR
God’s timing is always perfect.
PRI ) A 2 B 1A A 1

Even though it may have taken 15 years to bless
Jacob, as He promised him back in Bethel, God
kept His promise.

BIRGE 1 15 EA R ES R G AE, PRORSF T
MUIREVE, I An AR A Ry M AR T IR AE

God always keeps His promises.
PSR ST A A R VF

It may take a whole lot longer than you and |
want,

X F 2 ORI B2 (0 S5 AR BE A I (],
but He will always, always, always keep His
promises.

(SR & S U s & i LA ) VA o

The question is this:

7] R -

are you willing to persevere, or, will you give up
too soon?
RS L, ERIARPIBTE e ?

It is my prayer that you, like Jacob, will
persevere, working hard to serve the Lord so
that He might prosper you.
WHRIRBEGARIE R TR, FeF T &, B0
HUIRFE, i bR,

Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

JEA IR R, NIXT HE !



