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Hello, listening friends. We are so glad that you
joined us today.
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We are studying God’s grace in this series of
messages entitled, “Portrait of Grace;”

FATIEAE 22 2 R g UL R 55
PRy B B 2

and, today, we will focus on the passage from
Genesis 32, verses 1 to 32.
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Most people see that surrendering to their
enemy is a sign of weakness;

K2 B NATBESNA N — TP IS AR 5

but, today, | want to tell you about a kind of
surrender that is a sign of strength.

B4 RICEERAR I = X Fh B, 202 — A
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I am talking about surrendering to God.
TR 2 ) 4o B o

Like Jacob, so many of us want to do our own
thing.
IEWAES—RE, A2 AHAEM E O K
Jis

We want to chart our own course.
FAVERR B S HHTRE .

We want to captain our own ships.
FAVEEE 5 CHINN.

We want to handle our own problems;
PATTABEE B CR AR oM

and we want to leave God out of our plans.
FAVECPHHERRAE B CHITHRIZ 51

That is, of course, until we hit an iceberg and
our ship starts taking water.
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Often, we are happy to leave God out of our
plans, until we find ourselves in the sort of
situation that Jacob was in.

WH, BATEXACHHRRE A iRz
b, BRIFRATRILE S THES 5L
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In Genesis, Chapter 32, we find Jacob in what
we call in English, “between the rock and the
hard place;”

FERIHAC 32 B, FRATT R I 5 Ab 7 13 18 P X
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and, at that point, we say to ourselves,
“Everything else has failed. Maybe, I’ll try
prayer.”

FER—I %, FATA]: “ROERF—M LA
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My listening friend, prayer should always be the
first option, not the last resort.
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Prayer should begin by seeking God’s plan;
F i ML PL TSR B THRISRIT 4R

and, in Genesis 32, we find Jacob in a
predicament.
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His Uncle Laban was behind him and his
brother, Esau, is in front of him.
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In Genesis 32, verses 1 and 2, Jacob sees an
angel of the Lord going before him.
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In the past six years of his life, Jacob was
blessed and prospered supernaturally by the
Lord.

eI LHNFES T, SRR T HEE R
FR) 0 Ity >R ) B SR A G A

Twenty years earlier, Jacob saw a vision of God
in Bethel.
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Way before all of this, he was aware of the
prophecy about him before he was even born --

Hosp BRI 2 |, S kil — M i A=
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that he would be the fulfillment of God’s
promise to his grandfather, Abraham;

W, M A AR R R NV, =AE
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and, yet, all of these facts were lost on Jacob in
a moment of crisis.
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All that Jacob could think of at the time of the
crisis was his own fear.
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Isn’t that what we all do, my listening friend?

SREMBA, BAIA IR e ?

A moment of crisis in our lives seems to
obliterate all of the evidence of God’s past
blessings.

ERATEE Y HIEHLRZ, P aide
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Jacob was so terrified of his brother, Esau, that

his scheming, manipulative, strategizing old
nature got the best of him again.
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Have you ever been there, my listening friend?

SREMMA, VR RA RN ?

When you know in the past that God provided
for you and blessed you and protected you and
ministered to you?

PRI RE LS L H B, FREENAR, 6
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When God proved His faithfulness to you again
and again in the past?
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And, yet, all of a sudden, some little gossip
makes you panic.
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As soon as you hear half the facts, you get
yourself into a frenzy.
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In Genesis 32:9, Jacob prays one of those
telegraphic prayers;

FEIHAD 32 75 9 1, HERAH 1 — ANl AE 1) 4%
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but he wasn’t sure if God was going to answer
his prayer or not;

A ANTRIE 2 AN 2 i S Al P4 45 5

so he goes into full strategy mode and he says to
himself, “Oh, I remember my brother Esau as a
greedy and covetous man.

It LAt 58 4 191 1] 7 ad 25 22 RS ST A
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I remember my brother, Esau, as a man who
always wants to satisfy his own human
appetites;
FACFRA B LA — DA BN

so, let me send him a whole lot of gifts.

PR, R EE A — KHER AL
Let me send him one gift after another.
W R4 X AL .

I will overwhelm him with gifts.”

PR FALYIRAL Bl

Jacob probably was saying to himself, “If Esau
does not like goats, then, he will like camels;
and, if he doesn’t like camels, he might like
donkeys...”

e MV “REFAAERLFE, M
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and, in a panic, he sends his brother one gift
after another.

TR, M— g 5 E5F
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What Jacob did not realize was that God would

answer his prayer in more ways than he ever
dreamed possible.

MES WA BARBIRIE, A RLAE T 7 202
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For example, his brother was going to forgive
him;

bedn, i aFaF o R s

and, in addition, God is going to show up in
person.
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It never occurred to Jacob that God would
answer his prayer so mightily.

S AEAS B e 2 FH skt 5 24 ) g 2R i Rz Al
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Let me tell you about four things that you must

understand when you find yourself in tough
times.

WAEFIR, SIRKILE b TR EE IS
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The first is the cause of trembling.

B, TR R .

Secondly, the necessity of wrestling;

B AR AL B

and, thirdly, the blessings of clinging;
B PESTRIGAE .

and, fourthly, the power of limping.

0, BUARARESI .

First, let’s talk about the cause of trembling.
B, FAPRIRIREAR I R A

Most often, what causes our fear and trembling
is not even real.

IR Z B, 1ERATEMABVEPE 2, Hsk
FEATFAE
When Jacob heard that there were about 400

men coming toward him from his brother, Esau,
he began to panic.

MHERS T UL, M EREF LR R, 4 400 A
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What else would they be coming for, but to kill
him?

fATTER 7 oRAB R A, IEBEA Y R R e ?

Jacob trembled and shook for a whole night.
Over what?

TR B P AR B ) R A A ?

Erroneous information and his own wrong
assumptions.

FEARR 15 SN B CAS IERA A HERT .

The Bible paints a picture, here, of a restless and
agitated, trembling man in the dark, desert night.

ELAEX B RN L T — DB, RN
HIBBE, — D NFRECHENR, TR TTIR.
Nights are very dark in the desert.
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No work can be done in the night.
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You cannot see anything, except wild and
bizarre imaginations;

WA BN, RiFiHEEAR;
which brings me, secondly, to the necessity of
wrestling.

XA R BV A, R
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In verses 9 to 12, Jacob cries out to the Lord and
says, “Oh, Lord, my God, deliver me!”

FE9F 1275, MER mppOKR: «“FMW, R
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My friend, I hope you know what you’re saying
when you pray,

RERINK, HRFESRNfe, A EIRM
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because I’'m going to show you that God may
literally show up as an answer to your prayers;

KA, REHFIR, Mol et RS
(Y T A7 S T 5
so, in the midst of his terror in the dark of night,

it was not Esau who showed up to kill him, but
it was God who came to wrestle with him.

e AE SRR L AR B e, PR
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The One who showed up in the middle of the
night was no other than the pre-incarnate Christ.

FIRASE A ARG S B ) I 2 R 5 P B ) i

The pre-incarnate Christ appeared many times in
the Old Testament.

HIVHRETE R B R AR IR 2 B B 4 )L
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Theologians give the appearance of the pre-

incarnate Christ a big word. They call it
“theophany.”

P2 AT 7 B R R B 2R Y
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Some people read this passage and think that it
was Jacob who was wrestling with God,;

AL N LIRS, 38 DAy 72 i &2
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and they say that you, too, must wrestle with
God.

AT SRR, —EZE SR

My listening friend, it’s very important for you
to understand that God did not show up so that
Jacob could have a wrestling match with him.

SREMA, REP A, MRS I, A
FEN T ARHERS T UORANAh HEAT R 5 L3R,
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God is the One who showed up to wrestle with
Jacob.

MRIL, AT SRR

It is true that Jacob asked for a blessing and
would not let go until he got it,

B, HERS e I AE, i A AS H
AZEAR,

but it was God who showed up in order to bring
Jacob to the point of submission.

B, SN 1 UM i B fe A 1
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Here is what you must understand, my listening
friend.

SREMNAR, IR EHIA,

God will wrestle with us until we surrender.

o HIATERE, B RIIAINNR Y LE

When you and | are persistent in stubbornness,
God will wrestle with us until we surrender.

LR P LI, e 5 IRATTER L,
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This is a paradox that the world will never
understand;

AT JERR A, XM Ao s
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but, just as the camel cannot be loaded with
goods until he kneels,

FUAFEE—ULARSE, ARG B Es TR iR, 74
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you and | cannot be blessed until we bend our
knees.

REA AT EIREE T, A BT B AE -

There can be no real blessing without surrender.
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There can be no true success without
submission.

KA FEIRRA S H LRI R

There can be no true victory without
relinquishing.

BABEGTHAZH HIEREF .

There can be no true effectiveness without
yielding.

BA MM HA A HIERERRL

There can be no power without obedience;

B IR A = g
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and, so, we saw the cause of trembling,

WA, FRATE BRI R

the necessity of wrestling.

A T R

Thirdly, the blessing of clinging.
W, ARG

Jacob kept up the struggle and would not
surrender until daybreak;

FHE S AN It 45 L B BB e AN 5B

but, because God did not want Jacob to see Him
at daybreak,

H A AN B LR A8 TR S A Ik I A4,

He was about to leave, when Jacob insisted on a
blessing.

MOIEAER BT, HER R AT 2
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Jacob knew that God was wrestling with him for
his own good and blessing, so he clung to God.

TS FHIE 5 ARGy 1 kARG 2 2 b A0
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What God wanted Jacob to learn is this:
FRAREIE - S I IR

all of his struggles against men got him
nowhere.

fih 5 N2 857 LTI o
Now, he must struggle against God and lose;

ftb 2o 25554 £ 73 9 HLEEE AR

and, here, he clings to the pre-incarnate Christ
for a blessing;

Iy, A TR BRI ) B R, SRS
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but Christ was not going to bless him until he

surrendered;

110 ARG AR %, BB A 58 T
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and, so, we saw the cause of trembling,
HATED] 7 BMAR R E,

the necessity of wrestling,

TS T ERE L,

the blessing of clinging.

WHI A T IE 2 R AR .

Fourthly, the power of limping.

H, WATRE B AETT -
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The last thing we see in Genesis, Chapter 32, is
Jacob limping on his way to see his brother,
Esau.
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This is a power limp,

XA A A ) E

because it is a limp that made Jacob small and
God very big.

BRI, RIS S, i
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It is a limp that says, “I am decreased and God is
increased.”

BRI 22Ut Ml M, FBIER.

It is a limp that says, “I am walking, not in my
own strength anymore, but in His.”

B ANA 2=t “IRAHEEHCATE, M
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Jacob had contended with God successfully and
lost.

A RIS A T, ED A T

The world will never understand that our
success is in losing to God.
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The world will never understand that our victory
is in surrendering to God.

XA SR B TGRSR, AT R A
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For years, Jacob contended, and cheated, and
won,

MHET, RS ANF. VEF HEUE T
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or, at least, he thought he did.

/0 EH X AN .

He contended and cheated his brother, Esau, and
grabbed the birthright.

il 5 8FEF DL 2, BRORAD, 635 T K
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He contented and cheated his blind father, Isaac,
and got his blessing;

b SEEIR SR w42, K wft, 3R45
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but, in reality, none of these were real victories,
{BSERR b, X EEHA E H AR IR,

because, here he is, 20 years later, and he is
terrified.
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My listening friend, listen very carefully, as |
conclude.

SREWIMIA, 1ERLREE R, 514
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The real victory was when Jacob contended with
God and lost to God.
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When it comes to wrestling with God,

HIRATE PR I fik

our purpose must always be surrender.

TAT H IR ZAE N T B

For true success in life, there has to be surrender
to God.
BURTEAE IS BRI 8T, MEA R RERE
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My listening friends, seek God’s plan for your
life and, then, surrender to Him

PREMINA, RN AZ 2 T SRR A i o (10
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so that you, too, can have true victory and
success in your life.

RXFE, ARAREAE B S 3RS FOAE 1k
HIAN TS o

Until next time, | wish you God’s richest
blessing.

JEA R KGR ES 7R, RO H !



