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1. Hello, our listening friends.
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2. We are so glad you joined us today.
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3. | 'want to begin by telling you a story.
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4. Many years ago there was a terrible volcanic
eruption in Pompeii Italy.
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5. Of the 20,000 inhabitants of Pompeii, some
2,000 lost their lives.
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6. Among the 2,000 people who died . . . there
was a woman who obviously loved her jewelry
above everything else.
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7. As the deadly rain of fire came down... she
decided to run to the harbor and escape by ship.
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8. That was wise.
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9. But the rich and beautiful woman stayed behind
just long enough to collect as much of her
jewelry as she could carry.
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10. Snatching up her rings... she hastily thrust them
on her fingers.
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11. There was no time to hunt for a box or a bag in
which she could cram her precious things...
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So she picked up as many as she could hold in
her hands... and rushed into the street...
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clutching her pearls and diamonds... and rubies
and sapphires... her gold broaches... and her
earrings!
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That wealth of jewelry today would be valued
today in hundreds of thousands of dollars.
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But, she delayed too long... and the poisonous
fumes overcame her as she ran.
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With all of her wealth in hand... she stumbled

and fell... and died clutching the things she
prized so much under the ashes of Pompeii.
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How do | know that?
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Recently ... archeological excavation found
her... as she was still lovely... and her hands
were still laden with jewels.
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In Mark chapter 8, Jesus said
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”What shall profit a man if he gains the whole
world... and loses his own soul?”
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Only Jesus could ask such a question.
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For He alone knows the value of the earth.
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He alone knows where every diamond mine is
located.
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He alone knows where the last nugget of gold is
to be found.
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He alone knows how many tons of silver were
created in Genesis.
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He alone knows the value of all the rubies and
sapphires.
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He alone knows where the last drop of oil is
located.
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He alone knows where the last undiscovered
treasures are.
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And that is why only He could stack up all the
earth’s treasures on one side of the scale...
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and place the human soul on the other side.
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and then could say... the person who trades his
soul for all the wealth of the world is a prince
of fools.
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“What shall profit a man,” asks the Lord?
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Jesus alone could ask such a question,
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Because He alone knows the value of the soul.
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And the value of your soul... drove Him to
weep in Gethsemane.

PR5 Bt R B AAE 25 74 5 e Il ¥ H

The value of your soul... made the Prince of
Glory allow himself to be beaten, slapped and
spat upon.
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The value of your soul... allowed Him to be
crucified on a crude Roman cross.
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The value of your soul... compelled God the
son to go to Calvary and die in your place.
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And, that is why these two parables in Matthew
13:44 and 45... have to do with the all
important question of choosing... and being in
the will of God.
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For those of you joining the broadcast for the

first time, we are in the middle of a study of a

series of parables that I call “The Point of The
Story.”
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Let’s listen to these parables.
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Let us look at the first parable.
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What Jesus is telling them... was not an
uncommon occurrence.
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Back then there were no banks... .or bank
vaults.
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so they hid their treasures in a secret spot in the
fields.
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They buried their treasure in the ground
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And when they needed money to purchase food
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They got out at night when no one is watching,
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and they will dig out that box,
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and they get out a piece of jewelry,
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and the next day take it to the market and sell it.
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Then they use the money to buy their
necessities.
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But, what often happens is that many people
have died without telling the next of kin where
they buried their jewels.
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And family treasures stay in the ground.
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Consequently the land of ancient Palestine was
littered with treasures hidden in the ground.
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As you know, ancient Palestine had been a
battle ground for hundreds of years.
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so the farmers would bury their valuables to

protect them from the invading armies of the
enemy...
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and some of them were never able to come
back and get it.
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The Rabbis had a very simple rule about people
finding treasures in the land which they had
bought.
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it was very, very simple...
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“Finders keepers.”
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The point of this parable is very clear and it is
this:
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There are some people who find the grace of
God.
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And they take hold of this priceless treasure of
salvation.
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There are some people who may not be
searching and looking and we will see in the
next parable,
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yet... when they discover the love of God... and
the power of God’s forgiveness... they
surrender their all in order to embrace it.
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There are some people, who... in the course of
going about their business... discover the truth
to be in Jesus.
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And they respond to His invitation to come and
be saved from death and hell...
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and when their spiritual eyes are opened, they
grab hold of it with all of their might.
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They commit their life... and consecrate all of

their possessions ... in order that they be at the
center of the will of God.
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The second parable is very similar to this one
and yet there is one difference.
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This merchant, was unlike the farmer,
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why?
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Because, he was looking for the Kingdom.
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He was searching for the truth.
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He was not contented with second rate answers.
R B B,

He was not satisfied with second best in life.
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He was not fulfilled with humanistic and partial
truth.
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He was diligently seeking and looking for the
truth.,
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Some of you may be seeking the truth
FATE L N AT BE IEAE SR AL,

And | pray that you would find the truth in
Jesus
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So, when this merchant comes upon the one
and only most valuable pearl, he embraces it
with all of his heart
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When he discovers the truth in Jesus,
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He gives up all of his search.
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He gives up all of his false pursuits.
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He gives up all of their partial truth.
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He gives up serving and worshipping
materialism.
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He gives up seeking after pleasures.
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Why?
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Because he has found the pearl of great price.
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Pearls were highly valued gems in the ancient
world.
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even more than they are today.
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Diving for pearls was extremely hazardous.
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and many lost their lives...
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or ruined their health in trying to get the oysters
that contained the rare and beautiful gem.
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Both its beauty and scarcity made the pearl to
be very valuable indeed.

PERISMARGAT, e AR5t

97.

98.

The Jewish Talmud speaks of pearls that are
beyond price.
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Egyptians and Romans worshiped it.
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It was reported that the wife of the Roman
Emperor Caligula often wore a vast fortune of
pearls in her hair... ears... neck... wrist ... and
fingers.
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A pearl is the only gem that is produced from a
living organism.
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This is not true of any other precious stone.
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The pearl becomes precious... because of
suffering and injury.
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Listen to how a pearl is formed.
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A grain of sand gets within the shell of the
oyster...
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and through the grinding of the sand... the pearl
becomes preciously beautiful.
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And it was on Calvary’s criminal cross that the
only perfect man that ever lived... bled and
died...
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so that He and He alone... became the most
precious pearl of all.
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So what is the point of these two stories?
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That salvation of the soul... is the most
important and precious thing in life.
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That the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the most
important issue in life.
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That is why Paul tells the Corinthians in Il
Corinthians 4:7 “We have this treasure in
earthen vessels.”
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And Ephesians 3:8 he tells us: “It is an
unsearchable riches.”
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And Jesus Christ is no ordinary treasure... He is
the precious stone.
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He is the stone cut out of the mountain.
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He is the stone cut without hands.
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He is the stone that the builders rejected
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But He is the corner stone.
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Jesus Christ is no ordinary pearl.
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He is the “pearl of great price.”
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Because in Him and Him alone you can find
Rest from guilt and sin.
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In Him and Him alone you can find true peace
of mind... which you can’t find in things.
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In Him and Him alone you can find true eternal

security... which you can’t find in financial
security.
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Until you find the real treasure... and pearl of
great price... you are the poorest of the poor.
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Earthly pearls, or earthly treasures could be
stolen or lost
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But the great treasure and the pearl of great
price you could never lose.
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Why?
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Because it is guaranteed by God Himself.
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Those who have discovered the treasure and
pearl of great price:
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Dwell high above the enemies reach.
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They eat the hidden manna and feed upon the
bread of life.
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They are clothed with the rich robe of Christ’s
righteousness.
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They live on the promises of God... and walk
on the richest of faith
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My listening friends,
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Have you discovered this pearl of great price?
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Are you willing to give up anything and
everything in order to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ?
RSBV,

e

RN T 1358 L HR ik

It is my prayer that you would say yes.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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