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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you for tuning into this broadcast
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Itis a joy for us to bring it to you
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And if you are joining us for the first time
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We are nearing the end of a series of messages
entitled” The Garden verses The City.”
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| want to review with you the five reasons why
Christians are apt to forget about the heavenly
city.
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A false perception of the heavenly Jerusalem.
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Yielding to the allure of what is seen on earth.
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Taking on worldliness as a life style.
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Succumbing to the overwhelming pressures of
life.
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False teachings regarding heaven.
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In our last broadcast, we discussed the false
perception of the heavenly Jerusalem
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This time | want to start with the second reason:
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We have the overwhelming pressures of life
which eclipses our vision of the city of God.
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Think how many of you are sometimes
overwhelmed by things in your life.
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Think of the pressures of work.
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Think of the pressures of your family
responsibilities.
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Think of the emotional wear and tear of life.
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Think of the hurt, rejection, pain, and danger
that sometimes you feel
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Think of your financial responsibilities.
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All of these pressures combine to eclipse our
vision of heaven.
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God wants us to be faithful in all our
responsibilities.
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God wants us to work diligently . . . and serve
him in all we do.
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But all of that should be done with one purpose:
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That we may draw the attention of the world to
our Savior.
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That is, to let them know that we do what we
do because we expect a reward in heaven.
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We must let them know that the reason we
forgive their insults, . . .
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Is so that they may come to be forgiven by
God, . ..
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And that they too can go to heaven.
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Our false perception of the heavenly city
distorts the real truth.
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The overwhelming pressures in the city of man
eclipse our vision for the city of God.
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And thirdly, . ..
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The allure of what is seen tends to trip us.
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By nature, what we see with our own eyes gets
our immediate attention.

N, HRAT AT A, SRR 5] T AT
HIER T,

By nature, what is visible tugs on our heart
strings.
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Have you heard of the statement, “Out of
sight . . . out of mind?”
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In this postmodern society we tend to believe
what is verifiable.
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We can get caught up in watching movies or
television, . . .
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Which is a make-believe world.
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And yet, they become real to us, because we
can see them.

ERABEATRIRE W, w5 LN

But the promises of God regarding a heavenly
city do not seem real.
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Probably some of you who are listening to me
right now are thinking:
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“Heavenly city?”
frar REZ?

“That is a foolish fantasy for the weak, poor
and sick people who cannot cope with life’s
realities.”
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And even the least materialistic among us gets
caught up in the materialism of this world.
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We make business and financial plans as if we
were going to live forever.
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We give God the crumbs and the leftovers and
we think we have been generous.
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The scriptures tell us that it is only what we
give to God that really counts.
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Yet, we don’t stop long enough each day to ask
the question
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What will happen to my plans if I go home to
my Heavenly Father this afternoon?”
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Or, ... “what will I say to the Lord when I see
him face to face?”
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Then there is the fourth reason why we do not
focus on the heavenly city
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The worldliness of the church tends to muddle
our thinking regarding heaven.
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Ask an average church what their spiritual goal
is.
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Ha?

Ask an average church how they are
accomplishing the purpose for their existence.
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You will be shocked and surprised by the
answers.
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The early church members had one goal and
was to bring glory to the name of Jesus.
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Today, many churches are ashamed to proclaim
Him as the only way to heaven.
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The early church’s number one priority was
holiness.

Pz, A EALR A IE K 2K
Today, many churches don’t even know what
that means anymore.
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The early church measured their success . . . in
terms of eternal gain.
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Today, some churches measure their success in
terms of earthly gain.
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Why would anyone want to think of heaven if
they are so preoccupied with earth?
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Why would anyone want to go to heaven if they
think that they can have it all right here?
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Then there is the fifth and final reason
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False teaching regarding heaven leads us to
ignore it.

AWZ R T RERPAT, ERIANER
B

Many people in the world believe that God is
not going to send anyone to hell.
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This statement is both true and false at the same
time.
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God is not going to send anyone to hell.

MAZIEN T HIAR,

Those who end up in hell will send themselves
there.
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They will go there because they would not
believe that there is only one way to
heaven, . ..
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Jesus’ way.
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Some of you might be asking
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“What about those who have never heard of
Jesus Christ?”
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Here is my answer:
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Don’t worry about those who have never heard.
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They are not your responsibility.
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They are God’s responsibility.
T ) AT o

What God is going to ask you is this:
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“You heard . . . what did you do with what you
have heard?”
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Someone sat in my office a few years ago and
looked at me in the eye and said:

A JLEE, A D ANBERKN AR, HE
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87. “How arrogant for you to think that Jesus is the
only way to heaven!”

PRut, HREREME—RIERS, RERKSE
ne

88. This man is not alone.
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89. This false teaching abounds in some churches.
KRR AFRAN T HE

90. No wonder many people are confused.
HEPE A TSR AL .

91. And no matter what | said to that man, it did
not matter to him.
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92. I tried to tell him that this is not my idea.
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93. Itold him that I had nothing to do with this
truth.,
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94. Jesus is the one who said it . . . not me.
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95. And I want to show you how false teaching is
misleading people:
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96. In June, of 2000
2000 “E75 H

97. There was a gathering of a hundred delegates
from 30 countries.
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98. They represented more than 20 religions in the
world.
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99. Hindus and Buddhists and Episcopalians and
Presbyterians all met together to form one
religion.
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1. All of the nominal Christians in that group
rejected the Biblical teaching that heaven is a
place exclusively reserved for those who follow
Jesus as their only Savior.
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My listening friends listen very carefully please

SREMINK, AT FR
“We have not here an abiding city,
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But we seek after the city which is to come.”
FRATTHTIE SR AR 2 KK BRI

I love life as much as any of you.
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I love serving my family.
WIRBERNERIE NI

| love speaking to you over the radio.
WEZ MR

But I look forward to the day when I go to
glory!
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| want to tell you a story, a true story
I — D H LRGSR

There was a missionary who served the Lord
for 40 years.
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After that faithful ministry he was returning
home by boat.
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An American President was also aboard that
boat.
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Upon entering the harbor, . . .
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The missionary felt deeply rejected and hurt.
XA B IR R B FE 9

Why?

NAA?

The President received a tremendous fanfare as
he arrived home.
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And not one person was waiting for this faithful
servant of God.

A — A AR I AL L AR .

There was no recognition for his 40 years of
serving the King of Kings.
WMFELEZ T AFEZA, TEIREANE
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As the man sat on the train heading for his
home, . ..
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A small voice whispered in his ear:
NI R AR

“You are not home yet.”
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Let me ask you this

A,

Have you been a faithful steward of God, . . .
and received no recognition?
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Remember you are not home yet.
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Have you been faithfully teaching and received
no recognition?

FRAEREBOMASTHE, MEE2IERE?
Have you been faithfully witnessing and
serving and received no recognition?
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Have you paid a heavy price for your
faithfulness to God and received no
recognition?
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Remember, you are not home yet.
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Wait until we get home!
MR (O 5540 1) R 5K B R —Z1)

When you get home, you will be recognized for
your faithfulness.
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When you get home, you will be rewarded for
your honesty.
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When you get home you will be commended
for your perseverance.
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When you get home, you will hear from the lips
of Jesus:
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“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
of, PRIZ R SCE LRI,

“Enter into your Father’s rest.”
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Are you going to heaven?
RRAER K L2
If you are not sure,

WNRAIRIEAHE,

Today you can give your life to Jesus Christ
and be assured of heaven.
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You can pray this prayer with me
AR — R .

Heavenly Father
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| come to You
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In the name of Jesus
SEEHRERIN 4,

| receive Him as my Savior
RS LVNE AR VG

| enthrone Him as my Lord
oA A2 E,

Now assure me of Heaven

Waes BRI

And help me to live with the expectation of
Heaven

I B FGE HEOR B B T
In Jesus name
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Amen.
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