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Hello, listening friends.
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Welcome to this broadcast
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and, today, we will begin a short series of three
messages on the temptations of Christ;
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and | want to begin by asking you a question.
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Do you know that a huge avalanche is made up
of little snowballs?
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Did you know that the fiercest forest fires start
with a tiny spark,
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or, that termites can work their way unnoticed
until severe damage is done?
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Now, Satan understands this principle well,
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and he uses this principle to tempt believers.
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It begins with a little weakness here, and
another weakness there,
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and Satan knows he can get lives to collapse by
using this method.
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Satan may roam around like a roaring lion,
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but when he attacks the believer,
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he first appears as a tiny termite, taking a tiny
nibble in a weak spot.
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From there, he tries to lead us one small step at
atime;
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but these temptations are not chosen at random.
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They are carefully selected and they have a
definite sequence;
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and we can almost predict it.
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Hebrews, Chapter 4, verse 15, tells us
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that Jesus was tempted in every way, just as we
are
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We are not left in the dark as to exactly how
Jesus was tempted.
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While Luke merely lists the temptations,
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Matthew is careful to use time words, such as
“then” and ““again.”
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That way, he gives us the three temptations of
Jesus in chronological sequence.
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First, Jesus faces a temptation to turn stone into
bread.
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Second, comes the temptation to jump off the
Temple;
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and, third, Satan tempts Jesus with power to
rule the whole Earth.
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Why did Satan use them in this order;

SR YA B I R A R HB SR W
and how does he use each of them to weaken us
today?
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The answer is this:
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just as Adam was first tested in the Garden of
Eden,
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Jesus, the second Adam, had to be tested, too;
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but how different the conditions were!
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Adam and Eve had the best of conditions.
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Jesus had the worst.
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Adam and Eve were in a garden.
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Jesus was in the desert.
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Adam and Eve were fed.
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Jesus had been fasting for 40 days and 40
nights.
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In Eden, Satan approached the sheep to get to
the Shepherd.
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In the wilderness, Satan approaches the
Shepherd directly.
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Just as the conditions were different, so was
Satan’s method.
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In Eden, Satan came as a benefactor.
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He told them that he, and not God, is on their
side.
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He told them that they were being cheated by a
selfish God.
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His goal was to seduce Adam and Eve into
sinning;
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but, in the wilderness, Satan came to Jesus as
an enemy to make a treaty.
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Satan knew that, if he could bribe Jesus, Jesus’
whole mission would have been ruined.
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His goal was to buy Jesus off.
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His goal was to divert Jesus from His purpose,
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and he used three temptations.
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The first temptation was to appeal to the need
for pleasure;
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next, a temptation to appeal to the desire of
popularity;

5 AR AR A4 P e SRR IR

and, finally, a temptation to appeal to the
grabbing of power.
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Here they are again:
pleasure, popularity and power.
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These three temptations correspond to the three
downward steps that a Christian often takes
when seduced by Satan.
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First, temptation of pleasure.
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This is when people choose comfort over
conviction,
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when people prefer to hear what they want to
hear, not the truth that they need to hear.
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The second temptation is that of popularity.
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The temptation of popularity is when we stop
living and walking by the power of the Holy

Spirit
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and we rely, instead, on being consumed with
wanting to make a good impression on people.
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The third is the temptation of power.
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The temptation of power is when a person
wants to control other people.
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We are going to look at each of these
temptations in a series of messages.
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Let us look at the first temptation.
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Turn to the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 4,
verses 1 to 4.
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Jesus’ first temptation was to use the Holy
Spirit’s power for His own pleasure.
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It was the Father’s will for His Son to be led to
the wilderness and be tempted.
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He was fasting for 40 consecutive days.
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Satan’s first temptation boils down to this:
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would Jesus submit to the Father’s timing in
providing Him with food,
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or, would He grab it on His own time and His
own terms?

REEEEK, AR LEEC
1 5 B2

Well, we know the answer.
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Jesus did not sell His Kingdom for a loaf of
bread.
FHRERACA DY 1 LT H S E AL
How many times have you and | sold our
birthright for an instant gratification?
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Listen to Jesus’ answer:
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“Man does not live by bread alone, but on
every word that comes out of the mouth of
God.”
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In fact, Jesus was quoting from the Scripture
here in Deuteronomy, Chapter 8, verse 3.
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When the people of God had experienced the
same temptation as Jesus experienced it,
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when they were starving in the desert without
food,
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God wanted them to go without food, without
water, without permanent home.
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He wanted them to learn the sufficiency of
God,
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but they failed.
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You must understand that Satan is very
cunning.
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He couches his temptation with Scriptural text;
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so, Satan would come to you and would say,
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“You are not happy where you are in life, are
you?”’
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And, if the answer is “no,”
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then, Satan gives you a Scripture text out of
context to tell you, “Move ahead of God.”
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What happens next?
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You become obsessed with your happiness and
your fulfillment.
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You begin to search for ways to force God to
give you what you want.
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Meanwhile, you convince yourself that you are
actually honoring God by this display of
selfishness;
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but God wants our submission, not happiness.
(B A AT AT LR RN, A2 5 =
Ko

Listen to what Habakkuk said:
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“Though the fig tree does not bud, and there are
no grapes on the vines,
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99. though the olive crop fails and the fields
produce no food,
MR AR, HHA R,
SECTION B
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1. though there are no sheep in the pen and no
cattle in the stall,
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2. yet I will rejoice in the Lord. I will be joyful in

God my Savior.”
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My beloved friends, what we need to develop is
what | call, “fig tree blossoms of faith.”
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That is the kind of faith that praises God.
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That is the kind of faith that rejoices in God,
not just in His gifts.
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This kind of faith says, “Let the name of Jesus
be glorified but my name perish.”
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This is the kind of faith that says, “Have Thine
own way, Lord. Have Thine own way.
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You are the Potter and I am the clay.”
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The kind of faith that rejoices in difficulties as
well as comfort,
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this kind of faith is as joyful ina hut asin a
palace;
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so Jesus has passed the first test,
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even when He was almost fainting from
hunger.
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Jesus is saying to Satan,
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“Listen, Satan, I may be desperately hungry
right now.
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I may be in desperate need for food right now;
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but that is not the way | am going to get My
satisfaction,
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because your way, Satan, is the wrong way.
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Your way is the destructive way.
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Your way brings dishonor upon My Father.
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It may satisfy Me for a moment,
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but My satisfaction is only but for a moment.
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It may win Me the battle,
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but I will lose the war.
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No, Satan! | can wait a little longer for My
faith’s timing.
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I can survive until My heavenly Father says so.
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| can survive, because My Father loves Me and
will not let Me down.
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On His own timing,
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on His own schedule,
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He will come through for Me.
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Man doesn’t live by bread alone,
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but by every word that comes from the mouth
of God.”
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Jesus was more concerned for the glory of His

Father than with His own needs, comfort and
desires.
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What about you, my friend?
SREHIA, VREAL SR A ?
Who do you seek to satisfy?
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Is it God or your selfish desire?
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When you wait for the Lord and His timing,
you will be fully blessed.
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37. Until next time, [ wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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